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No ‘New Season’ Any More for Radio; 
Air Audiences 52 Weeks Yearly 


a 


This year marks the first time in 
radio there is no such thing as the 
The radio season is 


now the full year, without a let- 
down during the summer. 

In previous years radio heralded 
September as* the “new season.” 
During preceding summers, as in 
most every other line of show biz, 
radio biz slumped off. Majority of 
commercial time users would stop 
broadcasting about June and not 
come on the air again until Sep- 

(Continued on page 50) 


SOMEBODY’S ALL WET 
ABOUT THESE ENGLISH 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
The English haven’t any sense of 
humor, but— 
Pathe is recutting “Holiday” for 
market so that the 


without having them pointed out 
in closeups as in the American edi- 
tion. 

Pathe’s British manager took a 


look at the picture and piped that 
_the closeup stuff worked against 


subtlety. He asked for a recut on 
the grounds that the English like 
to find their own jokes. 

Plan of bringing the players into 
a closeup when they have dialog 
lines that call for a laugh is in- 
sulting to the English, the manager 
claimed. His countrymen need no 
blueprint to find the humor, he in- 
dignantly stated. 

To satisfy him the closeups are 
te be minimized and the dialog go- 
ing with these close shots will be 
heard in the longer shots, minus 
the pointing arrow. 


Bootlegging Dirt 


Paris, Aug. 12. 

Paris is going blue-nose. 

Local gendarmerie has outlawed 
many of the saucy nick-knacks the 
tourists usually pick up here. 

Dealers are now bootlegging the 
rougher stuff which formerly was 
Deddled wide-open. 


As usual, th 
ented. e prices have been 


LITTLE GOLF BIG BIZ 


Heinz Pickle Man Buys in on Tom 
Thumb Patent 


= Chicago, Aug. 12. 
soif has gone big busi- 


H 


Patterson, of the Heinz 

erests, has bought the pat- 

Ny devised course system called 

Thumb. 

iat Chicago the midget golf sit- 

Ral n lies in the hands of a La 
© street bunch known as the 


Metro 
a Politan Gol ri 
ist of big 1 olf Co., with a long 


Prs 


awyers and lesser bank- 
in the cast, 


The Common Idea 


An actor walking down 10th 
avenue at two in the morning 
was stopped by a desperate 
looking fellow who shoved a 
gun in his ribs. 

“Gimme all your dough,” the 
stick-up ordered. 


“Haven't got any,” replied 
the actor. 
“Don’t lie,” snapped the 


thug, frisking the actor. 
In a vest pocket the crook 
found the actor’s N. V. A. card. 
“You poor kid,” said the 
hold-up man, handing the act- 
or a dollar. 


Fairbanks-Pickford on 
Air at $15,000 for One 
Showing and Good-will 


Seen as the most sweeping ges- 
ture yet and having the effect of 
offsetting current rumors of Aa 
marital rift, is the proposed ap- 
pearance of Douglas Fairbanks and 
Mary Pickford together on the air 
for one of the largest of advertisers 
using radio, unmentioned by name, 
but reported willing to pay the film 
pair $15,600 for the single appear- 
ance. 

Broadcast would be nationwide 
and over one of the biggest chain 
hookups, with Fairbanks and Miss 
Pickford going on the air in 
Beverly Hills. 

Present negotiations are 
broadcast around Sept. 15. 

Reports about Fairbanks and 
Miss Pickford, with both, plus UA, 
denying them consistently, would 
be strengthened in the denials by 
their joint appearance on the air. 


TELEVISION ON B’WAY 
COLD FOR OVER 2 YRS. 


Radio’s hopes of giving Television 
an early Broadway debut are biast- 
ed by technicalities. Instead of next 
month executives figure the Main 
Stem will be fortunate to see Tele 


in the Palace or any other Broad- 
way emporium within two years. 

This year was given positively as 
the ether pictures’ debuting time 
in selected R-K-O key theatres 
throughout the country at General 
Electric’s big demonstration § in 
Schenectady a few months ago. 

Since then, however, according to 
the commercial minds, the scientists 
have begun to realize that what can 
be done in Schenectary cannot yet 
be duplicated many more than one 
or two miles away from it. 


setting 


STREET SYSTEM 


Ag APPLIED WHEN ‘Times Sq. Dance Schools Crowded 
With Working Youth, for a Career’ 


MEN 


Picture Producer Can Go 
Too Far—Financing Shut 
Down with Merger Prop- 
ably Following—Bankers’ 
First Time Is Last Time 


“THE BUGLE CALL” 


Wali Street is developing a new 
merger routine for tne film industry 
which the latter is just becoming 
aware of. 

The method insures lowest price, 
most economical takeover, and 
Places the bankers in a more sane 
and even philanthropical light with 
the outside world. 

It works, according to the obser- 
vations of film insiders, only on the 
unwary producer. The street feeds 
him money to lavish on expansion 
until bills sufficient to fill a storage 
plant are on the record. Then the 
only chastisement from the Street, 
contrary to the conflicting versions 

(Continued on page 47) 


FACES FIXED IN 
THEATRE FOR 
NOTHING 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 
Free facials, believed ‘the last 
word in theatrical bait, was the 
“added attraction” to lure feminine 
fans to the Minnesota theatre, local 
ace Publix house, last week. 

Through a tie-up with a New 
York cosmetic manufacturer, a 
beauty parlor was established in 
the women’s lounge or the theatre. 
The manufacturer sent two young 
women experts here to administer 
the facial treatmerts gratis to all 
theatre patrons desiring them. The 
pair were kept busy constantly from 
the opening to the closing of the 
house, 

Beauty products manufactured 
and distributed by the company also 
were explained. 

The manufacturer ran large news- 
paper ads and had big displays in 
the city’s leading stores and in drug 
store windows all over town, adver- 
tising the theatre and its attraction 
as well as the beauty products. 
More than $200 worth of beauty 
products also were given away free 
to patrons as prizes. None of this 
cost the house a penny. 

It’s getting to be that the local 
theatregoing public expects all sorts 
of inducements in the way of gifts, 
etc., as well as plain regulation en- 


(Continued on page 590) 


Corking Alibis 


A certain actor, out of work 
for a long time, has an offer 
to go to Chicago, but he just 
can’* take it. 

First time in Chicago he got 
the “flu.” 

Second time he was sued for 
breach of promise. 

Third time arrested while in 
a cafe. 

Next time, alcoholic poison- 
ing. 

Last time got married. 


Marathon Dance Team 
Staggered 2,831 Hours, 
Without a Stage Offer 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

The marathon dance at the Merry 
north side, ended after 
It started April 11 with 
42 couples. Marathon caused plenty 
of excitement among the town’s 
“societies,” with the health, justice, 
police, fire and street cleaning de- 
partments called in to try to stop 
the show. 

Two remaining couples split 
$2,600. The winning pair, Ann 
Gerry and Mike Gouvas, admitted 
they would consider stage offers. 

So far they haven't had any. 


Garden, 
2,831 hours. 


CHI’S CIVIC FILM FOR 
300,000 SWIMMERS 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Chicago continues to make use of 
The 
com- 


films for civic education. 


health department has just 
pleted a six-reel picture to be ex- 
hibited in all classrooms and in the 
park assembly halls. 

Film covers the entire field of 
swimming and bathing, from the 
proper suit to wear to fancy diving. 
It is designed for the benefit of the 
800,000 who annually use the local 
beaches. 


Earl Sande Singing May 
Land Jockey on Screen 


America’s leading jockey has a 
voice that may ride itself into pic- 
tures. 

Earl Sande, its owner, has been 
receiving vocal instruction of late 
from Estelle Wentworth, former 
prima, 

Sande would have tried out last 


spring if his phenomena] come back | 


in the saddle had not delayed it. 


The 125 dance schools on Man- 
hattan Island, mostly in the Times 
Square sector between 42d and 59th 
streets, are in the midst of a battle 
for cheap trade, brought on by the 
greatest influx of amateur hoofers 
New York has ever witnessed. 

It seems every other clerk, ste- 
nographer and office boy in town is 
on the hoof, with the dancing 
schools out to nab ‘’em. It has 


(Continued on page 49) 


KITTY MADISON LEAVES 
STAGE—PREFERS HOME 


Kitty Madison, one of the few 
“name” soubs still left in burlesque, 
is going into retirement this season. 
She will not head “Jazztime Revue,” 
as formerly. 

Miss Madison, afthough in her 
early 30’s and married outside the 
profession, prefers domesticity to 
trouping. 

Miss Madison entered the bur- 
lesque field as a youngster, coming 
up from the ranks and operating her 
own show on the Mutual wheel since 
it began seven years ago. She is 
reported financially independent 
through earnings in show business 
and clever real estate manipulation. 


England Goes for Golfie 


London, Aug. 12. 

England is falling hard for the 
midget golf craze. 

John Lester, an American, for- 
merly of John and Burton Lester, 
vaudeville act, is running a string 
of midgets in England, most of them 
at seaside resorts. He is reported 
cleaning up 


You Need Old Man’s O.K. 
In Joisey to Go to Pix 


Atlantic City, July 12. 

A magistrate at Woodbine, near 
here, ruled that a youth taking his 
girl friend to pictures without the 
consent of her father is guilty of 
disorderly conduct. The charge was 
made by William Chambers against 
Leon Smith, 20, who took Margaret 
Chambers, 15, to a picture show and 
walked home with her at 11 o'clock, 
when she said good-night. 

Magistrate Levin fined the lad $10 
and $1 costs, and since Leon had 
spent $1.60 to entertain Margaret, 
the evening cost him $12.60, 
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When Sam Warner Died in 1977, His. 
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init Gratitude Surprises Coast 


By Cecelia Ager 


Stock Only Worth $17.50 a Share 


= 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. . 
The picture producers _ sitting Bernie’s Back 
around the Blossom Room of The rapid increase and decline 
the Hotel Roosevelt at Maurice Cause of His Ruin of Warne: 
Chevalier’s bon voyage party Hollywood, Aug. 12. Pictures was disclosed in the ap. 


Thursday received something of a 
shock when M. Chevalier, his collar 
wilted with emotion, made a gra- 
cious little speech with its keynote, 
of all things, gratitude. 

Producers have learned to expect 
blame, complaints, condescension 
and snarls from their actors, but 
nobody had ever called them bene- 
factors before. So, when M. Che- 
valier expressed an attitude so 
revolutionary in Hollywood, he dug 
a little deeper into the hearts of his 
audience, which had already given 
him a reception so rousing as to be 
revolutionary itself in this town of 
small jealousies. 

Outside the doors’ star-gazers 
clustered in the traditional Holly- 
wood manner, like peasants in an 
operetta, so that the women enter- 
ing would get their chance to look 
haughty. Within, the room was 
jammed with people who think 
enough of M. Chevalier to pay $10 
for the chance of seeing him in 
person. Besides, he gave the pro- 
ceeds to the French hospital. Red, 
white and blue, the Star-Spangled 
Banner, with the Tri-color of 
France, Hands Across the Sea, the 
French Ambassador of Good-will— 
such was the spirit of the decora- 
tions, and when M. Chevalier was 
about to sing shouts for his songs 
in uncertainly pronounced French 
tried to give a cosmopolitan touch 
to a room heretofore contentedly 
Hollywood. 


Overflowing Emotion 


All the bigwigs of Paramount sat 
at Chevalier’s table. Ben Bernie in- 
troduced Jesse Lasky, and Jesse 
Lasky introduced Chevalier, mod- 
estly disclaiming credit for his dis- 
covery, as he spoke of “Maurice.” 
Then “Maurice” came to the floor, 
and after the tumult died down, he 
first sang some songs, to still his 
overflowing heart, he said. Ready 
to make his speech, he had thought- 
fully written on a card the names 
of Paramount officials and directors 
whom he wished to thank, so that 
none should be overlooked. As a 
special mark of his regard he sang 
for them a prayer he had learned in 
Hebrew. Then to cheers he termed 
Mary Pickford the greatest woman 
he has known, saying he had never 
been on his knees to anyone, but to 
Mary he must “kneel down.” Which 
he did, and strong men wiped their 
eyes. For the finale he called 
Douglas Fairbanks to the floor to 
show him his esteem in the French 
manner, making a smash exit arm 
in arm with Doug. 

That Chevalier Button 

Those who liked Chevalier before, 
now knew they were right. Those 
who didn’t think about it hereto- 
fore now thought him a great guy. 
His charm, his good humor, his 
apparent kindness, the sweet way 
his coat collar stood away, reveal- 
ing his back collar button; his win- 
ning accent, his lower lip, the fetch- 
ing way he says “sin-cere,” stress- 
ing the “sin’—and the audience was 
his to a man and a woman. 

Mary Pickford wore a flesh net 
dress banded with large’ gold 
sequins, the neck modestly built up 
in back as befitting ‘America’s 
sweetheart.” She danced with a 
great deal of vivacity, but it is shat- 
tering to note that Douglas Fair- 
banks, for all his athletic 


prowess, 
is not at ease on the dance floor. 
With her bright red velvet dress 


draped in the Greek manner, Gilda 
Gray wore chaste white gloves and 
crystals. Mae Murray twirled 
about, holding her head high at its 
best camera angle, arch in black 
lace with long sleeves and a gar- 
denia on her wrist. 


No “Kings” Plagiarism 


Valeska Suratt’s suit against 
Cecil B. De Mille, charging “King of 
Kings” with plagiarism, was dis- 


missed yesterday (Tuesday) by Fed- 
eral Judge Frank J. Coleman. 

No similarity between the film 
and Miss Suratt’s scenario was 
found. 

Miss Suratt asked for an account- 
ing of profits. 


HUGHES EAST FOR “ANGELS” 


Howard Hughes, praducer of 
“Hell’s Angels,” is due east tomor- 
row (Thursday) for the double New 
York premiere of the air epic at the 
Gaiety and Criterion on Friday (15). 

His stay is indef. 


add a 


Ben Bernie’s picture will be 
shown before a group of great- 
est minds. It’s an X-ray “still” 
of his back. 

The doc who “shot” the 
short waisted and high hipped 
Ben informed him that he’s 
been walking around for 22 
years with a broken back; 
that he’s one of the world’s 
curios, and that that’s what 
probably has been the matter 
with his fiddle playing. 

Ben can’t figure out whether 
there’s more honor in blaming 
it on football or bows. 


MOVE PICTURES EAST; 


PAR ADDING STUDIOS 


After negotiations lasting over the 
past two years, Paramount has 
finally closed an Astoria (L. I.) real 
estate deal. It will be able to 
third stage to its present 
and handle more pro- 


properties, 
duction. 
The property was occupied by a 
garage. The store houses will be 
changed to it, thus leaving extra 
space for stages on the regular 
studio lot. 

Other land in the immediate vi- 
cinity of the Astoria plant is also 
being sought by Paramount, the 
idea being for sufficient space to ac- 
commodate between five and six 
stages permanently. 


Book Bought Blind 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


Ursulla Parrott’s third novel, 

“Gentlemen’s Fate,” has been 
bought by Metro in advance of 
publication. Unofficially mentioned 
for William Haines’ use. 
Metro bought two previous Par- 
rott novels, “Ex-Wife,” banned by 
Hays, and “Strangers May Kiss,” 
just out. 


Stage to Screen, Direct 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


Ralph Welles goes to work today 
as the juvenile in Columbia’s west- 
ern, starring Buck Jones. 

Studio scouts caught Wells mak- 
ing a three-night appearance with a 
production by the Troupers’ Club of 
a play, “A Moulting Angel,” which 
he had written himself. 


305-Lb. Comedian in Film 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Johnny Perkins, the 305-lb. come- 
dian, has been engaged by Eddie 
Dowling for Dowling’s “Honeymoon 
Lane,” to be made by Paramount. 


half years with Publix. 


JULIETTE COMPTON SET . 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


tract by Paramount. 
body’s Woman,” 


starring feature, just completed. 


YOUNG NIBLO WRITING 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


dircetor, has been added to 


writing staff at Columbia, 


to an original. 


AL NEWMAN’S WEDDING 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Al Newman, orchestra 


will wed Beth 
ber, according to report. 

Miss Meekins has appeared 
musical comedies. 


Pert Kelton in Shorts 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 


for femme leads in “Classics 
Slang,” series of shorts that com- 
pany will make. 

Neufeld, director 
with U, will meg series. 


Sig formerly 


WILL MAHONEY 
The New York “American” said: 
“This is the heyday of hoofers, but 
it is the highly specialized hoofer 


that Broadway demands. He must 
be subtly funny, sympathetically 
humorous, he must sing and tell 
stories—and Will Mahoney is prob- 
ably the greatest find of this kind.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway * 


Perkins just finished five and a 


Juliette Compton, former Ziegfeld 
“Follies” and three years in London, 
has been signed to a long-term con- 


That followed her work in “Any- 
Chatterton-Brook 
talker, and “Morocco,” Gary Cooper 


Fred Niblo, Jr., son of the Metro 
the 


He has been assigned to give birth 


director 
now affiliated with United Artists, 
Meekins in Novem- 


in 


Tiffany has engaged Pert Kelton 
in 


BASHFUL 


Amos ’n’ Andy Demand Secracy 
While Working on R-K-O Lot 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Radio has plastered the wal!s of 
the stage where the Amos ’n’ Andy 
picture is being shut with “No Ad- 
mittance” signs. This goes for 
everyone, including the boys from 
the studio publicity department. 
Only members of the cast are per- 
mitted on the stage, and a flock of 
gendarcmes are there to see that the 
orders are carried out. 
Reason for this is a request from 
the two comedians, who claim that 
no outsider has ever seen them 
work and that they’re desirious of 
keeping things that way. 
Chatterers who are flocking to the 
studio to get interviews and a flash 
at the boys working are being sent 
to the showers. All of which is re- 
sulting in plenty of pouts from the 
space writers. 


Paul Lukas as Gig 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
A push is behind Paul Lukas, Par 
featured player, with top billing over 
“Ladies’ Man,” given him through 
selection for title role in preference 
to William Powell. 

Par is reported having felt the 
main gigolo role not the type for 
Powell, through the new build-up 
for that star. 


SAILINGS 


Oct. 4 (London to New York), 
Jack Curtis and family (Lafayette). 

Sept. 6 (Paris to New York), 
Charles Mills (Berengaria). 

Sept. 4 (Paris to New York), Col. 
Leslie R. Naftzger (Ile de France). 

Aug. 23 (Paris to New York), Ted 
Lewis, Ada Lewis, Eleanor Brooks, 
Eddie Chester, Lewis Band (Paris). 

Aug. 20 (London to New York) 
Millis and Bobbie (Majestic). 

Aug. 19 (London to New York), 
Irene Franklin, Jerry Jarnegan (lle 
de France). 

Aug. 16 (New York to London) 
Billy Pierce, Buddy Bradley (Aqui- 
tania). 

Aug. 14 (Cherbourg to New York) 


Lewis Milestone, Paul Morgan 
(Bremen). 
Aug. 13 (New York to London) 


Lorenz Hart (Europa). 

Aug. 12 (Paris to New York), 
Joe Kane (France). 

Aug. 10 (London to New York), 
Arnold Van Lear (Leviathan). 

Aug. 10 (Paris to New York), 
Harry White (Leviathan). 

Aug. 9 (London to New York), 
Lady Diana Cooper (Aquitania). 

Aug. 8 (New York to London), 
Leon Leonidoff (Majestic). 

Aug. 8 (Capetown to London), 
Tom Newell, Harry Taft, Lloyd and 
Hill, Baird and Thompson (Walmer 
Castle). 

Aug. 7 (Sydney to San Francisco), 
Douglas Calderwood (Tahiti). 

Aug. 7 (Paris to New York), Helen 
Westley, Philip Miller, Prince 
Machabelli, Ben Sonnenberg, Jane 
Aubert (Europa). 

Aug. 5 (London to New York) 
Eddie Pardo (Paris). 


Joe Brown in Person 
Joe E. Brown has six weeks in 
Warner theatres. 
Opens at the Indiana, 


Indian- 


apolis, Aug. 22. 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

An independent producer go- 
ing out of business wailed that 
exorbitant salaries were the 
cause of his failure. 
“Yep, actors cost money,” 
commented a friend. 

“Actors!” croaked the pro- 
ducer; “they’re a dime a 
dozen. It was the cameraman 
and his $200 a week that killed 
me.” 


‘|amount. 


Floyd Gibbons as Par’s 
Stage Attraction; Fan 
Mail Fixed All Dates 


Following his week at the R-K-O 
Palace, New York, Aug. 23, Floyd 
Gibbons is going Publix, slated to 
open at the Paramount, New York, 
and probably alternate between the 
N. Y. and Brooklyn Par on a run. 

Gibbons’ terrific fan mail deter- 
mined the $3,500 for the Palace. 

NBC has what it regards as an 
infallible barometer in the fan mail. 
Its quantity is a direct line on the 
public’s reaction to any radio fea- 
ture, hence the Gibbons booking by 
Ed Sheuing. 

The talker-in-high has taken on 
a new 30-minute commercial over 
NBC, once weekly, at $1,350 for his 
end. 


Constance Bennett Starts 
‘Sin’ for Pathe Next Wk. 


Hollywood, Aug. 12, 


Rumored break between Pathe | 


and Constance Bennett is spiked by 
the ingenue starting work on that 
lot next week. 

She will start in “Sin Takes a 
Holiday,” by Robert Milton and 
Dorothy Cairns. 

Paul Stein will direct. . 


Will Hays’ Vacation 


Will Hays’ vacation is being spent 
with his boy, Bill, Jr., on a ranch at 
Cody, Wyoming. 

It’s in fulfillment of a promise 
made by the father to his son some 
years back. The boy, now 14, didn’t 
forget to remind his dad. 

The chummy couple will be away 
about three weeks, with the General 
likely simulating Bill’s attire of 
sombrero, boots, spurs, and perhaps 
a bronk 


Cohan’s Mary’s Test 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
The younger daughter of George 
M. Cohan, Mary, was given a test 
by Fox, with whom her sister, 
Helen, is under contract. 
Helen crashed less than a month 
ago after a favorable test. 


Bobby Crawford East 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Bobby Crawford expects to leave 
for the east either this week or 
next. He will know today (Tues- 
day). 
Mrs. Crawford (Mary Lucas) will 
make the trip east also. 


PASH TWINS 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Kay Francis and Leila Hyams 
have been assigned the twin femme 
leads in Metro’s “Passion Flower.” 
Charles Bickford and Lewis Stone 
are also cast. 
William De Mille will direct, 


Buddy Rogers’ Burlesque 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
Charles “Buddy” Rogers’ next for 
Paramount will be a burlesque on 
westerns, adapted from the novel, 
“Lone Rider of the Mojave.” 
Picture is in preparation now. 


Looking for Femmes 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


With Doris Lloyd set for a part 


in “Charley’s Aunt,’ Christie's is 
now making tests for the three 


other femme roles in the picture, 


Charles Ruggles has the lead, 


praisal filed Monday (11) of the es. 
tate of Samuel L, Warner, one of 
the four brothers, who died Oct, 5 
1927. In addition to $100 in per. 
sonal property and $2,530 in cash, 
Mr. Warner owned securities valueq 
at $1,169,041, of which $1,078,195 
was the value of 62,500 shares of 
Warner Bros. Pictures. 

At the time of his death the stock 
was selling on the New York Curb 
at $17.50 per share and under the 
tax rules was appraised at that 
The rapid development in 
talking pictures and the popularity 
of some of the Warner Bros. pic- 
tures increased the Value many 
times, the stock having sold this 
year as high as $80.25 a share. 

As a result of the recent action 
of the company in passing its divi- 
dends the stock dropped on Satur- 
day as low as $25.50, but even this 
is a considerable increase over the 
value at the time Mr. Warner died. 

Sam Warner also owned 125 
shares, or a quarter, of the stock 
of Renraw, Inc., a holding company 
for the realty at 221 West 44th 
street and 322 and 324 West 44th 
street, appraised at $90,916. 

His debts of $51,878 included $25, 
000 as his share of the contribution 
of the Warner brothers to a gym- 
nasium for the Hebrew Orphan 
Asylum. 

Mrs. Lina B. Warner (Lina Bas- 
qauette), the widow, of Hollywood, 
received the personal property and 
a life interest in $100,000, while a 
similar trust fund went to the 
daughter, Lita. 

Harry, Albert and Jack Warner, 
his brothers, divided the rest of the 
estate equally. 


Joe Kennedy Drops In 


Joe Kennedy dropped into New 
York out of a plane Monday, return- 
ing to his summer home at Hyannis 
on Cape Cod yesterday, in the same 
way. 

Nothing in the show business 
called him to the Pathe office, he 
stated. 

Looking very well, Kennedy stated 
he intended to remain with his fame 
ily on the Mass. coast for the ree 
mainder of the summer. 


Phil Dunning with U. A. 


Phil Dunning, the dramatist, left 
New York late last week, to start 
on a United Artists contract. The 
contract was entered into directly 
by Dunning with Joe Schenck when 
Schenck was last in New York. 

Under its terms Dunning is pere 
mitted to return east in November, 
to stage his newest play, with the 
contract’s calling for his presence 
at the U. A. lot for a year cone 
tinuously after New Year’s. 


SEXING “DOVE” 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

United Artists is still hunting for 
a title to replace “The Dove” in the 
sound remake of that picture. 

So far, “To Own a Woman” is the 
favorite, with the only objection to 
that being it sounds like an .un- 
finished sentence and encourages 
the boys to give it a gag finale. 


WEATHER 


Washington, Aug. 12. 

Weather Bureau furnished “Va- 
riety” following report for week 
beginning tomorrow (13): 

Fair and cool Wednesday in east 
and partly overcast, with possibility 
of light local showers in west 
Thursday partly cloudy and slight- 
ly warmer. 

Friday mostly fair in the 
and probable showers in east. Pos 
sibly showers Saturday (16). 


west 


Paris, Aug. 12. 
Showery weather with not a lit- 
tle chilliness is killing the resorts 
but helping show business. 


recognize opportunity is 
because it is disguised 
as hard work. 


One reason why so few | 


MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 
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LURE COLONY 


DREAMS 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

‘The hue and ery of the Chamber 
‘of Commerce and, other civic and 
social organizations is that the 
proadcast to aspirants for picture 
fame of “Stay Away From Holly- 
wood” is not receiving the proper 
support from picture producers. 
This is according to members of 
these groups. 

They claim that the producer who 
shuts his doors to the embryonic 
stars is not willing to slam that door 
prior to the neophyte’s departure 
from home. The film fear is that by 
some chance the studio may be 
overlooking a possible bet. 

Another sore spot in the well- 
doers’ plans is that they can’t get 
the fan mags to stop printing those 
opportunity yarns. Hollywood has 
been so fictionized by these publica- 
tions that the social and civic bodies 
are willing to lay 10-to-5 that the 
majority of people coming here with 
the idea of rashing pictures start 
the westward trek after reading of 
how so-and-so found fame and for- 
tune waiting for him at what, with 
some stretch of the imagination, the 
Santa Fe is pleased to call a depot. 

Forgot 


The exec of a major studio reports 
that recently he was deluged by ap- 
plicants for picture work who had 
been inspired by a fan mag story of 
a leading man who claimed he came 
here determined to play the lead 
opposite a femme name and through 
sticking to his determination finally 
won out, played the lead and is now 
an established star himself. The 
story told of the man’s youth and 
went into detail about his life on the 
farm. It forgot to mention five years 
of stock in Los Angeles and several 
years spent with other stock and rep 
troupes. Perhaps the actor wanted 
to forget them, too. 

The organizations are having a 
tough time getting their propaganda 
over. Every time they call attention 
to the fact that there are thousands 
registered with the Central Casting 
Bureau who never work, some pub- 
lication reminds that out of the mob 
came the Gary Coopers and Mary 
Brians. If one good one flashes out 
of a thousand bad ones it’s still a 
g00d gamble, according to the pro- 
ducer, but the bane of the existence 
of the welfare workers. 


First Midget Golf Pro 


First midget course golf pro is 
John Winters, engaged by Fox 
Theatres for the opening of the Kew 
Gardens, Aug. 18. 

Winters is a former Wall street 
bond salesman, and a graduate of 
Brown, where he played on the var- 
Sity golf team for three years. 

Salary not stated. 


Stewed? 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Max Marcin opened up over the 
week-end and bought a speedboat 
from King Vidor for $1,500. 


This is some kind of a 
record. 


local 


MURRAY ROTH RENEWED 

Murray Roth, director-in-chief of 
Warners’ Flatbush studio, will stick 
with the studio for another year. 
A new contract dating from Sep- 
tember is set. 

Roth, originally on the coast, has 
Complete charge of all Vitaphone 
varieties, with three directors, Har- 
old Beaudine, Arthur Hurley and 
Roy Mack, under him. 


Ludvigh Taking Cures 
Emi} Paris, Aug. 12. 
nue John Ludvish, Paramount- | 
lix attorney in U. S., taking the 
at Brides<les- Bains, in south- 
rn | rance, 


It Gets Tougher 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Extra girls have now started 
to make wild phone calls to 
femme film principals asking 


for aid in_ securing jobs. 
They’re calling at all hours, 
too. 


Peculiar part is that the 
extras don’t even know the 
party whom they phone, let 
alone perhaps having worked 
With them in a picture. And 
the girls admit as much. It’s 
just that things are so tough 
they’re taking all kinds of pot 
shots at opportunity. Some 
make no bones about asking 
for money. 

A mysterious angle to the 
whole thing is where the girls 
dig up the private phone num- 
bers. But they do and many 
of the film people, more cr 
less prominent, are being an- 
noyed. 

Stay out of Hollywood. 


“TEMPERAMEN 


“Keep Contract Players 
Happy” Rule at All Stu- 
dios — Less Expensive 
Than to Let Tempera- 
ments Get Started 


MEANIES ON SKIDS 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


Piato’s famous love has, nothing 
on the affair now existing be‘ween 
the picture pioducers and their con- 
tract players. The “we love our 
teacher attitude” has been a long 


ORGAN SITTERS 
WHO SING 
SAVE CREW 


Warners Trying New 
‘Flesh’ Gag for Stage 
Show 


Warners will experiment with 
singers seated on the house organ 
as a means of adding flesh to 
straight picture programs, without 
actually using the stage and incur- 
ring expense of a stage crew. 

Idea will be tried out next week 
at Warners’ Palace, Canton, O., with 
Norton and Newsome, two-girl 
singing team, They will sing while 
on the organ. It’s also okay for 
them to stand. The girls will double 
in the lobby while the feature pic- 
ture is on. 

If Norton and Newsome get over, 
the same experiment with other 
acts will be made in other Warner 
straight picture theatres. 

Gag is reported figured by the cir- 
cuit to be strong enough to last a 
couple of months, at least, with 
hopes that by the time it dies some 
other plan to flesh up the shows 
without piling on too much over- 
head will have been hit upon. 


Dorothy Gish’s New Home 
In Conn.’s Smart Colony 


South Norwalk, Conn., Aug. 12. 
Dorothy Gish and her mother, 
Mrs. May R. Gish, have taken a cot- 
tage at the smart Wilson Point 
colony here for the remainder of the 


summer. Neighbors are James A. 
Farrell, president of the United 
States Steel Corp.; Arch Selwyn, 
Duncan Harris, Douglas Vought 


and Sewel Hughes. 

Charles “Chic” Sale and his fam- 
ily are at Fairfield Beach. 

Richard Connell, writer, has 
bought William Almon Wolff's and 
Ruth Hawthorne’s house in Silver- 
mine. Mary Mellish, former Met. 
singer, has leased Anne Suther- 
land’s house in West Norwalk, ad- 
joining Anne Nichols’ place, and 
Judson House, radio tenor, is build- 
ing in West Norwalk. 


CHEVALIER’S VACATION 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Maurice Chevalier leaves Holly- 
wood the end of the current week 
for New York, sailing from there, 
for a three month’s vacation in 
France. That is provided for the 


French star annually under his con- 
tract with Par. 
Chevalier plans several concert 


engagements in France. 


time coming but at last it has ar- 
rived. No mystery to it under the 
surface; it’s the shrewdness of the 
producer. 


Temperament has become as rare 
as usual weather in California. It 
has gone with a lot of the other 
traditions of Hollywood. And all 
because the producer studied his 
help and then acted accordingly. 

He simply changed his tactics 
from a “say it with bricks” atti- 
tude to a “say it with flowers, auto- 
mobiles, vacation trips or what 
would you like?” 

Now it’s “oil” for “temperament.” 

Players and directors under con- 
tract are naturally looked upon, 
by the producer, as his stock in 
trade. He considers the featured 
players who might some day be 
stars. Fine stock in trade to be 
nurtured, Keep ‘em sweet and 
they’re worth something. Give ’em 
an opportunity to kick the traces 
and it’s expensive, 


“Keep 'Em Happy” 


Catching them with honey instead 
of vinegar is now the rule, with 
the executive orders to everyone on 
the lot being “Keep our contract 
players happy.” Ways of doing this 
differ at the various studios, but 
the intent is all the same. 

First there’s the publicity plug. 
Studio press departments. break 
their necks to keep the contract 
names in local papers. They're the 
only ones the players see, so that’s 


okay. One studio uses the biil- 
board gag in this respect. All 
around the studio, meeting the 


help’s eves as they go to ard from 
(Continued on page 20) 


HEAVY FLOW 
TALENT EAST 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Eastern exodus from the film 
colony is getting extremely heavy. 
Within the last 10 days every train 
pulling out has been sprinkled with 
professionals, many prominent. 

Two trains were kiddingly dubbed 
the Friars and Lambs specials. 

Another mob of show people are 
scheduled to leave this week and 
next. 

Paul Frawley, Marilyn Miller, 
Barbara Newberry and Eddie Foy, 
Jr., are amonz latest to decamp. 


POWELL NO “GIG” 
Paramount has decided not to let 
William Powell do “The Ladies’ 
Man” because of dissatisfaction with 
the gigolo role he would have to 
play. He will be cast for the lead 

in “New Morals” as his next. 
Powell is returning to Hollywoo” 
to start on this one within two 

weeks. 


RICHMAN-U. A.’S 5 YEARS? 

United Artists has offered Harry 
Richman a five-year contract, his 
second talker for UA to start some 
time this fall. 

Richman’s “Puttin’ on the Ritz” 
for UA was under a salary and per- 
centage arrangement, 


COL HOT HE Ans 'Vet Legit Actress Tries to Steal 


Scenes in Her First 


Talking Film 


The New Ingenue 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

There are distinctive box of- 
fice hints that the screen's 
highly sexed flappers are on 
the wane. Popularity of the 
more mature, sophisticated, 
and sedate ingenue is being 
strongly evidenced in returns 
from the theatres, 

It may also mean that the 
prediction that talking pic- 
tures must eventually educate 
the public at large is definitely 
showing its first signs of being 
fulfilled. It can also evolve 
into musical comedy ingenues 
getting away. from _ their 
namby-pamby assignments. 

As to pictures, the growing 
favor for such girls as Ann 
Harding, Claudette Colbert, 
Constance Bennett and Jean- 
ette MacDonald is pointed to 
as the direction which the 
wind is taking, while such 
names as Norma Shearer and 
Greta Garbo are showing no 
loss of drawing power. This 
is not true of the girls who 
solely depended upon _ their 
figure to get them over in the 
silent days and who found 
talking a bit too much. 

In looking over the new crop 
of ingenues who seem to be 
pushing the former favs aside, 
there’s no drastic lack of s.a. 
in that group—plus some in- 
telligence. 


UNUSUAL DEAL 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Frederick Lonsdale, the English 
playwright, who held out on Holly- 
wood until granted “box office” by 
Samuel Goldwyn, has signed an 
even more unusual agreement with 
Metro. 

Lonsdale gets $50,000 cash ad- 
vance on each of three original 
stories. This is against 5% gross 
of the first million with 10% over 
the million. 

No contract of similar character 
has even been given a writer by a 
studio. 


Metro’s signing of Frederick 
Lonsdale to a long-term contract 
has confused the trade through the 
sritish dramatist’s recent arrival 
here to work for Sam Goldwyn. 

Goldwyn has Lonsdale for six 
months, with Metro getting his 
services thereafter for one year with 
eight options of six months each. 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Walter Catlett leaves 
month for London. He will appear 
there in an English stage musical 
for Paul Murray and Jack Hulbert. 
Catlett will receive $1,500 weekly 
on the other side. He scored a 
personal hit some years ago in Lon- 
don with “Baby Bunting.” 
Leo Morrison did the fixing. 


SAM KATZ DUE BACK SEPT. i5 


Sam Katz and his private sec., 


late this 


Furman, return from Europe 
around Sept. 15 after a survey of 
Paramount-Publix theatres in Eu- 


rope and industry problems relat- 
ing to theatre operation. 

While away, Sam Dembow, Jr., 
is in charge at Pur-Publix operat- 
ling headquarters, with the current 
lecor omy program wnder his direc- 
ition and watc?. 


+ 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

One coast studio is having a 
tough time with a veteran legit ac- 
tress. Execs helped to build up the 
situation for themselves by flood- 
ing her dressing room with flowers 
the day she arrived on the lot, be- 
sides placing a car and chauffeur at 
her disposal. 

The woman accepted all this as 
merely her due, but then went on 
to try and tell the production unit 
how to make the first picture she 
has appeared in. Slated for not 
more than three days on the film, 
her obstinate antics have prolonged 
this to six days during which she 
has had the ingenue in tears and 
others fit to be tied. 

Delving back into all her stage 
lore, the former star has been at- 
tempting to steal scene after scene. 
Even the old studio cure of plac- 
ing a second camera on the set, to 
tell the trouble maker the first cam- 
era is hers, hasn’t worked as every 
time a light is shifted the vet im- 
mediately sits down and waits un- 
til the reason for such action is 
satisfactorily explained. She early 
found out that all studios “light” 
for the lead characters and she's in 
a support part. 

Picture has become something of 
a turmoil for those working on it 
and as the legit name doesn’t look 
any too good there’s a chance that 
her scenes may be deleted from the 
domestic print and only retained 
for those reels going to Britain. 
This, of course, means retakes with 
another actress in the part for the 
American edition. 


CAREWE WANTS ‘7TH 
HEAVEN’ FOR MAURICE 


Edwin Carewe is reported east- 
bound to see John Golden in New 
York, about dialog rights to 
“Seventh Heaven.” Carewe wants 
to do it as a picture for Para- 
mount with Maurice Chevalier. 

Fox controls the picture rights 
of the piece, done about three years 
ago as a silent with Janet Gaynor 
and Charles Farrell and considered 
as making them. 

Previously the stage version had 
established the reputation of Helen 
Menken. Miss Menken is a pros- 
pect for the embryonic Carewe pro- 
duction, but may be tied up for 
legit through the Shuberts. 

Carewe will stop over in Texas 
to inspect the garbage business he 
owns in that state. 


Marion Davies Due in Berlin 
Berlir, Aug. 12. 
Marion Davies is expected here 


about Aug. 15. 
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Retrenchment Order with 
Story of Possible Radio Deal; 


Uptown and 


With 400 employes sheared off 
the home office payroll a few hours 
after one of the most drastic direc- 
torial retrenchment sessions in the 
record of the company, through an 
order to the head of every depart- 
ment in the Warner Brothers’ score 
of subsidiaries to cut as individ- 
uals, no attempt was made to con- 
ceal the excuse that over-expansion 
is responsible. 

Inside sources close to powers on 
Wall Street expressed on Monday 
that the Warners lost their guiding 
financial light and development en- 
thusiast when Waddell Catchings’ 
influence with Goldman-Sachs ter- 
minated. 


While featured in the talk of new 
backers is the name of J. J. Raskob, 
the facts concerning Raskob, as 
gathered from inside the Warner 
ranks, is that he has the “in” but 
is not yet using it. Wall Street 
opinion coincides with this and ad- 
ditionally that Raskob at the pres- 
ent time will not be publicly affili- 
ated with the organization. 

General Electric’s show-world 
subsidiary is admitted to have had 
“talks” with the brothers about a 
get-together. Last week before the 
Warner “curtailment of expansion” 
meeting, as it is called by the 
brothers’ officials, Radioites knew 
that Warners were in for a thor- 
ough reorganization. Furthermore, 
it was then admitted that Raskob’s 
name was being used and that the 
Raskob-banker affiliation could 
swing the deal in Radio. 


Buy, Not Merger 


Several days after the shearing, 
without a parallel except three 
years ago when the brothers were 
on a much smaller scale, the 
Radio attitude underwent a sharp 
change. From the same _ sources 
which have been talking War- 
ner, came Monday a _ disclaimer 
of any knowledge of Radio’s inter- 
est in the property. A later admis- 
sion was that if anything now 
transpires it would be “a buy at the 
lowest figure’—not a merger. 

From other equally informed 
channels the Warner angle was de- 
scribed as “surmounted with diffi- 
culties in which legal situations of 
both interests figures.” That the 
deal had reached the “talking 
stage” was also conceded. This was 
followed by the rapid prompting 
that David Sarnoff is in Europe 
with instructions here “not to be 
disturbed.” 

When he embarked the deal was 
only in the “talking” stage. He will 
not be back until next month when 
something may happen, it was said. 

The legal situations referred to 
include the governmental quiz of 


Radio, Fox-Loew and Warner-First 
Nationa. This same angle was 
admitted in the Warner head- 
quarters to be the barrier to an 


outright absorption of First Na- 
tional, although it has been reduced 
to skeleton formation. 

Again, the report of the possible 
sale of First National to meet com- 
mitments and the general situation 
brought denials from Warner insid- 
ers, Who regard F, N. as the War- 
ner production for 1930-31, its prod- 
uct being figured even higher than 


that from the unit carrying the 
brothers’ name. The F. N. buying 
rumor named Howard Hughes as 


the purchaser. 
Certain of the Brotherites, in on 


practically all of the moves, this 
week termed the passing of the div- 
idend, in the fact of what followed 
almost simultaneously, to be “a 
foolish move and one that played 


right into the hands of the bears.” 
These same Warner people attrib- 
ute the stock decline not to depres- 
sive conditions, but to “downtown 
manipulation.” - 

Further cause for optimism is the 
report of the Warner reserve fund, 
said to reach into $30,000,000. ‘ 


Personally 


Concerning the Warner brothers 
personally, Harry Warner, at the 
time Goldman-Sachs began featur- 
ing prominently in the Warner ac- 
tivities, stated to a “Variety” re- 
porter that the five-year contract 
drawn up between the downtown 
house and himself and brothers was 
such that for the pericd it called 
for the Warners would be protected 
by being retained in their positions 
and that the company in turn 


Downtown Reports 


Fern Andra, American 


Fern Andra, imported from 
Germany by UA and hailed as 
one of the most important ac- 
tresses over there, isan Ameri- 
ean-born girl. She was born 
in Chicago and was an aerialist 
over here before going to Ger- 
many to carve a career. 

Appeared in Rheinhardt 
shows, UFA pictures and in 
various stage engagements in 
Germany. 

She will play parts both in 
English and German for UA. 


Roxy's Leng Vacation; . 
Radio Upon Return? 


Roxy is starting upon a very con- 
siderable vacation for him, during 
this month. He is first going to 
Hollywood, remaining there about 
10 days, then returning to New 
York, to sail for the other side. In 
Europe he will remain about eight 
weeks. 

While there is no coupled report 
of Roxy leaving Fox for the Radio 
group and “Radio City,” the occa- 
sion of such a lengthy stay away 
from the Roxy theatre is thought to 
be Roxy’s farewell to that house. 
Roxy would not advance any in- 
formation as to his movements. At 
the Fox office it was said the un- 
derstanding is that Roxy is going on 
a vacation. The Fox people didn’t 
appear to know for how long or who 
would supervise the Roxy in his ab- 
sence, 

Up to date it has not been an- 
nounced that Roxy has reached any 
agreement with Fox to abrogate his 
contract, with about one and one- 
half years remaining unfulfilled. 
The Roxy-Radio hook-up is accept- 
ed as certain, conditioned upon the 
Fox release or expiration. 


Browns Quits Coast After 
Hurried Studio Survey 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Expected to stay much longer 
than he did, Hiram Brown left here 
Saturday for New York after six 
days on the coast. He spent prac- 
tically all of his time out here at the 
studios, looking over schedulés and 
productions at R-K-O, Columbia 
and Universal. 

The R-K-O chief steered clear of 
the theatres this time, not thinking 
it necessary to go over that situa- 
tion. 


“Ben-Hur” Remake 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Metro is figuring on a sound re- 
make of “Ben-Hur,” with the origi- 
nal cast in the new version. 

As the picture was about 75% mob 
and chariot races, it’s figured that 
the addition of dialog won't be a 
hefty job. All of the original play- 
ers are now in Hollywood, most of 
them free lancing. Ramon Novarro 
is on the lot and May MacAvoy has 
been in retirement since her mar- 
riage last year. 


Swanson and Metro 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

Although no date for Gloria 
Swanson’s jump from United 
Artists to Metro is indicated, it is 
admitted here negotiations are on. 
Move to Metro would not be made 
until after the UA star had com- 
pleted two more for latter com- 
pany. 

Miss Swanson 
next for UA, scheduled to start in 
September. 


would be ensured by having the 
brothers remain, 

The change in Goldman-Sachs 
since the about-face of Catchings, 
regarded as the intermediary who 
really brought the brothers and 
Western Electric together to effect 
the birth of sound, is seen in in- 
formed downtown spots as parti- 
ally reflected in the Warner econ- 
omy. 


is preparing her 


Hughes Slips Grauman 
$25,000 in Settlement 
Of ‘Angels’ Interest 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Howard Hughes and Sid Grau- 
man have reached a settlement of 
their contract over the handling of 
“Hell’s Angels.” For the sum of 
$25,000 Grauman relinquishes his 


road showing rights to the picture. 
The Les Angeles showman, to have 
handled the air picture in 160 cities, 
will now only be concerned in the 
New York twin screenings. He left 
here Friday (8) for that purpose. 

Hughes’ intention is to send his 
feature into a general release as 
soon as possible. This change in 
the picture’s itinerary is believed to 
have been caused by the release of 
First National’s “Dawn Patrol.” 
Caddo doesn’t want the edge taken 
off its product by the Barthelmess 
film through withholding “Angels” 
from the grind houses too long. 

Grauman’s contract with Hughes 

is said to have called for $500 
weekly, plus a 20% share of the 
profits on each showing in the 
aforementioned 100 towns. The dis- 
solution was reached by the lawyers 
for the principals involved. 
Out here it was anticipated that 
Hughes might soon give Fox West 
Coast his three weeks’ vacate no- 
tice on the Chinese, that being a 
condition of his contract with the 
theatre circuit, but the Grauman 
settlement also affects the local run. 
Ten days’ notice has been given the 
acts now constituting the stage 
show and it is Hughes’ plan to con- 
tinue the film for another eight 
weeks minus any rostrum display. 
This means that after Aug. 19 the 
performances of “Hell’s Angels” 
will be solely a screen matter at the 
Chinese, with Fox’s “Big Trail” to 
follow. 

There was some talk of 
“Whoopee” (UA) being switched 
into this house if the intervening 
time between “Angels” and “Big 
Trail” were to be too long. But the 
cutting of the overhead, by elimi- 
nating the stage show, to lengethen 
the run practically deprives 
“: Whoopee” of any chance of a 
Chinese sojourn. 


Meyers and Saperstein 


Talk Over Union Matter 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 


Abram Meyers, heaed of Allied 
States, was in town for one hour on 
Thursday (7), spent that hour with 
Aaron Saperstein, chief of the Illi- 
nois Independent Exhibitors, and 
then lammed to Washington. 

According to reports the best part 
of the discussion concerned itself 
with the operators’ union. The 
small exhibs are setting up a ter- 
rific howl at present over the two 
men in the booth idea, especially 
since the northwest exhibs got a 
reduction of two to one man, plus a 
shaving in the scale. 

The operators’ union question is 
getting hot here at present, with 
Maloy, head of the operators, in 
Europe, and with Jack Miller, head 
of Exhibitors Ass’n, Hays group, 
starting to make demands for his 
own theatres, 

As things stand, doubtful whether 
anything will come of the whole 
fuss, with the contract slated to ex- 
pire in 1932, and the matter will 
remain at status quo in spite of the 
fact that the extra operator in 
many small houses is the difference 
between profit and loss. 


“Buying” Gregory 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


Some talk of Warners perma- 
nently hanging onto Paul Greg- 
ory. Latter recently finished on 
“Whoopee” (Goldwyn) and is now 
splitting his time between the WB 
and First National lots. 

If Warners retain Gregory the 
company will do so by assuming 
Ziegfeld’s contract with the juve- 
nile. The matter of Ziegfeld selling 
came up before the latter’s depar- 
ture for the east last week. 


‘Borrowing Rex Lease 
Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

Rex Lease may be loaned from 
Tiffany by Radio for latter’s Amos 
’n’ Andy talker, with the juve lead 
in mind. 

Lease recently hopped to the front 
pages through a mixup with Vivian 


Duncan, 


The Worm Does a Tip-Up a 


When the picture industry was christened there were three People 
present; a director, an actor and another guy. After the ceremony the 
director and actor continued to pursue the even tenor of their ways. The 
other guy became a superviso:. And after the manner of his kind other 
guys became supervisors until quite recently. 

Heretofore the supervisor required little in the form of experience to 


conduct his duties. 
ducer and the productions. 


He was merely a contact man between the pro- 
Today the supervisor is a man who could 


improve on Edison’s intelligence test. 


To the present day supervisor goes all the detail of production. 
given a story and, in many cases, is allowed to select that story, 


He is 
Full 


responsibility for the production is his. If the picture is good, he’s okay, 


If it’s a bloomer, it’s his fault. 


The supervisor now engages the writers, and has the final say on cone 
tinuity and dialog. The rough draft of the story and the completed script 
must have his okay. Writers work with him. Every phase of the story 


is under his supervision. 


During the progression it is up to him to engage a director. Or, if he fs 
on a big lot, he must make his selection from the directors available, 


The same goes for the cast. 


It is his job to see that the proper players 


are engaged. Formerly, this was where the supervisor started. Hows 


ever, he didn’t engage the cast. 


the salary end. 


He merely tried to cut salaries, 
present supervisor engages the people. 


The 
The casting office takes care of 


When the picture starts in production the supervisor is the man who 


looks at the rushes, 


If a scene is bad he’s supposed to turn it down, 


Rarely does the producer look at the picture until it is in some form 


of sequence. 


The rough cut must be made with the supervisor sitting in, 


If the director is muffing the story the supervisor has the authority to 


yank him off the production. 
hitting. 


The same goes for players who are not 


The supervisor, or as he is called in some studios, the associate pro- 
ducer, at all times has complete say over the film under his wing. When 


it comes to the cutting he is there to tell ’em where to snip. 
to say what stays in and what goes out. 


hands out the orders. 


It’s his job 
If retakes are to be made he 


If entire sequences are to be rephotographed the 


supervisor is the Poo Bah, In other words, from start to finish he is re- 
sponsible for the success or failuré of the picture. 


But after the picture is completed the supervisor can sit back. Sit 


back and watch about everybody get the credit. 


If it’s a flop he hears 


plenty about it—and personally. Then he must get behind the nine ball, 
There’s no room behind the eight ball in Hollywood. It’s too crowded. 


WILD TO-DO OVER RUSSE 
DIRECTOR IS IGNORED 


“The Red Terror, the notorious 
Judas of the movies,” is in Holly- 
wood and must be deported. Such is 
an exhortation being broadcast by 
an outfit called the Hollywood Tech- 
nical Directors to miscellaneous ex- 
hibitors’ organizations throughout 
the country. 

The “directors’ organization,” as 
represented by one Major Frank 
Pease, whose record is long with 
Hays and the Better Business Bu- 
reau, asks theatre owners to lend 
their weight in the mission of de- 
porting Serge Hisenstein, ter- 


ror” mentioned, back to his native 
haunts in icy-hot Russia. 

“For years this cut-throat red dog 
has devoted all his energies to sup- 
porting the Moscow murder gang, 
who are the sworn enemies of every 
conservative man, woman and child 
on earth, and are also sworn to the 
destruction of our American and all 
other governments,” so writes this 
Major Pease, the man labeled by a 
producer spokesman as “Holly- 
wood’s nuisance and publicity seek- 


er, to honest American theatre 
owners. 
The Soviet director of “Potem- 


kin,” “The End of the World” and 
other notable Russian successes, 
which prompted Paramount to bring 
him over with the 100 per cent okay 
of the U. S. Government, is here to 
stay, if the Zukor company has its 
way. Paramountites here have no 
knowledge of any attempt to send 
Serge home. 

Haysites are less kindly toward 
Pease than the Par people. The 
record shows many misrepresenta- 
tions on the part of the Peases; 
many illustrations of alleged cheap- 
ness which have burned official Hol- 
lywood to the point of ostracizing 
the man who would have the Rus- 
sian returned. 

The alleged claim to the WAM- 
PAS that they had contracts to 
write for several national publica- 
tions caused the first bad break for 
the Peases when the check-up 
showed, according to producer ad- 
vices, that they were uncommis- 
sioned and unknown to these pub- 
lications, 

Producer representatives here feel 
they would rather see the Peases 
run back to Virginia than Serge to 
Russia. 

The psychology of scme of the 
broader and more experienced pro- 
ducer insiders is that a little com- 
munism in Hellywood might not be 
so bad after all. It might tend to 
solve the problem of high salaries, 
they argue, 


QUESTIONNAIRE 
FOR PUBLIX 
EMPLOYES 


Paramount Publix has authorized 
a questionnaire for all Publix em- 
ployes of any importance. Object 
of the inquiry as reported is to have 
in writing the exact duties of each, 

A shift of Mike Hughes from the 
Publix real estate department to 
the division management centering 
at Mi:neapolis in an assisting Cca- 
pacity has likewise occurred. 

With the reported Publix notice 
to lay off the theatre expansion, 
Sam Dembow, in charge of that 
department under Sam _ Katz, is 
reported devoting more of his 
attention to the theatre operation. 
In Katz’s absence Dave Chatkin is 
in charge of the theatre operating 
Givision. 

Nothing is reported as to cause 
of the check-up on Publix theatres 
and its staffs. 


Production Decline Makes 
Feature Directors Comic 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Closing of Warners-First Nae 
tional and the easing up of produc- 
tion at other majors is starting @ 
parade of feature directors to tie 
comedy lots. 

Two directors of the Warner 
combination have jumped to the 
Sennett lot to keep the home fires 
burning until their studies get busy 
again. They are Eddie Cline and 
William Beaudine, both of whom 
graduated some years ago from the 
slapstick. 


Harris on Radio’s Lot 


Charles Harris, gen. mgr. for l. 
Lawrence Weber, departed for the 
Coast Tuesday. He will enter the 
production department of Radio 
Pictures. 

He has been succeeded by Morris 
Green of the same office. 


Berlin Borrows Goulding 

Edmund Goulding, UA director, 
will direct “Reaching for the Moon, 
the Irving Berlin production, bY 
arrangement with Joseph ™ 
Schenck and Art Cinema. 

This is the first in which Dous!@s 
Fairbanks will star and not to be 
produced by himself. 


© FP 


ai 
i 
1 4 | 
| 
| 
af 
| 
| F 
| | 
| 
} 
— 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | | 
} | 
| | | 
| | | 
| | | 
ri | | | 
| | 
4 | | | 
| 
| 
| 
Eid | | | | 
4 q i | | i, 
| | | 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| | 
= 


930 


people 
1y the 
The 

other 


nce to 
pro- 
could 


He ig 
Full 
okay, 


| cons 
script 
story 


he fg 
lable, 
ayers 
Hows 

The 
ie of 


1 who 
Jown, 
form 
ng in, 
ity to 
e not 


rized 
em- 
bject 
have 
each, 
n the 
it to 
ering 
Ca- 


otice 
sion, 
that 
his 
ition. 
in is 


ating 


‘ause 
1tres 


ces 
mic 


13. 

Nae 
duc- 
ng 
the 


ner 

the 
fires 
busy 
and 
the 


ot 

the 
the 
radio 


orris 


ctor, 
0 n,” 


M. 


,glas 
o be 


Wednesday, August 13, 1930 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 5 


WALL STREET PUBLICISTS GOING 
WEST BRINGS QUESTIONS 


agents for bankers have 
rust placed in their judg- 
ments than any of their correspond- 
ing ilk in the film business. 

While no film producer has ever 
entrusted his splurger with libation 
rights to the press, Wall Street sev- 
eral times since the Fox crash has 
proved its confidence in the boys 
who inspire many of the stories. 


Wall Street is going even fur- 
ther since it became interested in 
the art of selling films and is send- 
ing its p. transcontinental- 
wise to get a lowdown on the Pa- 
cific activities and report home ac- 
cordingly. 

Withington, the publicity man for 
Pynchon & Co. the well-known 
prokers, recently made such a trip 
and with much success. Withing- 
ton holds the distinction of being 
the first Wall Street lad who 
drifted Hollywood-wise for chiefly 
commercial reasons, reporting the 
status of Hollywood to his firm 
which is one of the important ones 
composing General Theatre Equip- 
ment Corporation which subse- 
quently featured in the Fox organi- 
zation under the Harley Clarke 
regime. 

Yollowing Withington’s succcess- 
ful cruise to Hollywood, after which 
recommendations were made which 
caused a report to be circulated 
that Wall Street press men were 
wiser than those in film, and also 
that a certain W. S. p. a. might be 
placed in charge of a large film 
theatre-Wall Street interest’s pub- 
licity, another company is trying 
the same move. 

Radio Corp. of America has sent 
Emmet Crozier, chief publicist, who 
left Aug. 8 for the coast, ostensibly 
for vacation purposes, since Crozier 
will devote only four days in his 
once over of the film capital. Since 
Hiram Brown, head of RCA’s thea- 
tres, is now in Hollywood and has 
signified his intention of remaining 
another two months, Crozier may or 
may not find it necessary toe extend 
his schedule. 


SENTRY DEVICE-ZANFT 
FOX STOCK SUIT UP 


Sort of a hangover from the legal 
mess during the William Fox me- 
lange is in the nibbling stage among 
lawyers, several of whom are now 
engaged in trying to untangle what 
happened between William Fox and 
Sentry Safety Control and John 
Zanft. Couple of suits are hanging 
fire in the N. Y. Supreme Court. 
Both brought by S. Ss. C., with Fox 
and Zanft defendants. Amount in- 
volved is $1,300,000 or thereabouts, 
although the complaints are a bit 
confusing on that score. Anyway, 
S. S. C. claims to have been dam- 
aged to that extent. 


In the action against Fox the case 
has gotten far enough along since 
it was filed in February to call for 
amination before trial for the 
Bist film magnate in Mineola 

- 29. Fox also is a party- 


defendant 
< In the ac ag = 
Z ft. iction against 


an thing dates back to time 
a was working for Fox as 
de ent of Fox Films. Joseph E. 
en was an executive for the 
entry company. 
sagetter involves an agreement be- 
nit as parties made in Decem- 
(be 4, by terms of which Fox and 
install gr to get S. S. C. devices 
studios in Fox theatres, labs and 
pai . S. S. C. was to get $2.50 
stallati, ce and also to use the in- 
as advertised recom- 
ter the on of its product. In return 
Were oy Services Fox and Zanft 
Stock Set substantial slices. of 
Stock Plus an option to buy more 
at below market value. 
uring the deal, according to S. 
made a director of 
pesides, Now, apparently 
equival wants its stock back or the 
ent on the alleged premise 


that Fo 
xX and Za 
‘sreement., nft did not keep the 


Theatre Operation 


With the resolve by all of 
the chains to stop theatre ex- 
pansion has sharply arisen the 
long-discussed chain operation 
of small circuits and small- 
town theatres. 

It’s possible that much more 
will be heard about both in the 
near future; also whether the 
small-town operator cannot 
handle his houses to better ad- 
vantage for a chain or himself, 
and the same reasoning ex- 
tending to the operators of 
large circuits, who sold out to 
bigger ones, are retained only 
to find themselves subject to 
home office orders from men 
who had never accomplished 
nearly as much in the theatre 
way. 


PAR DEAL FOR 
M-G-M PRODUCT 


Paramount Publix has a deal on 
for Metro product for 1930-31, 
which is expected to be closed some 
time next week, following return to 
New York of Felix Feist, distribu- 
tion chief of M-G-M. Feist gets 
back Tuesday (19). 

Sewing up of the Metro program 
by Publix for territories in which 
Loew does not operate will mark the 
third of the large product deals by 
Publix, which has already taken 
Fox in entirety and the WB and 
FN programs for its Canadtan 
string of theatres. 

Question whether Publix would 
take Warner output for the U. S. 
seems indefinite, excepting for a few 


spots, with the Metro deal under 
Way narrowing open _ territories 
down. 


Metro is producing 50 this year. 

Par’s own program of 75, plus 
Fox’s 52 and the Metro output, 
would mean that Publix will have 
sewed up 177 features for the new 
season, in addition to a few from 
Universal, WB and any others 
bought in small groups. 


PUBLIX LOBBY GOLFIE 
TO COMBAT OPPOSISH 


Miniature golf courses or small 
putting greens in the lobbies of 
Publix theatres loom as a chain- 
wide possibility for larger houses, 
with the idea being given a tryout 
at the New York Paramount. A 
baby putting green has been in- 
stalled in that de luxer and will be_ 
watched for results. 

Fox already has gone for the 
pony golf course idea as a part of 
chain theatre operation and with 
Publix from all indications interest- 
ing in testing it out, installation in 
theatre lobbies may become the in- 
dustry’s way of combatting this 
new craze as opposition. 

Gum and candy vending ma- 
chines, weighing machines, free ice 
cream and also a mind-reader are 
already part of the Publix oper- 
tions, 


“Trail”? No Road Show 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Fox’s “Big Trail,” at first designed 
as a special and for the road show 
route, will go out in the usual re- 
lease way. 
That much about the picture al- 
ready has been decided. 


Clyde Cook on Dates 
The picture comedian, Clyde 
Cook, has been set for mid-western 


t-K-O dates, opening Saturday 


(16) at Palace, Chicago, 


Metro Led with 5—Fox 
Second with 3—Columbia 
and Universal Each 1— 
Par, Warners, Radio and 
U. A., 2 Each 


‘COCK-EYED WORLD,’ ist 


Out of 316 feature pictures re- 
leased during the year ending July 
31, there were but 18 which fall into 
the “smash” classification. This 
figures one clean-up out of every 18 
talkers. 


In the group of 18 “smashes” as 
accepted by box office reports over 
the year, Metro leads with five pic- 
tures. Fox, three, with Paramount, 
Warners, Radio and United Artists 
each with two, while Universal and 


Columbia each have one of the cov-_ 


eted money-getters. 


Smashes are considered on a basis 
of extraordinary business done over 
the entire country. Such pictures 
as commonly merit holdovers and 
play to standees. 


Easily the greatest single exam- 
ple of the year was Fox’s “Cock- 
Eyed World.” 


As an individual producer Samuel 
Goldwyn with “Bulldog Drummond” 
made but three pictures in the in- 
terval spanned. 


One or more talkers but recently 
released will appear as “smashes” 
for the '30-’31 season. 

Smashes of 29-30 

Metro (5) 

“Anna Christie.” 
“Caught Short.” 

“The Divorcee.” 
“Hollywood Revue.” 
“Our Modern Maidens,” 

Fox (3) 

“Cock-Eyed World.” 
“Sunny-Side Up.” 
“They Had to See Paris.” 

Warners (2) 

“Disraeli.” 
“Gold Diggers.” 
Paramount (2) 
“The Cocoanuts” (only eastern- 
made included). 
“Welcome Danger.” 
United Artists (2) 
“Trespasser.” 
“Bulldog Drummond.” 

Radio (2) 

“Rio Rita.” 
“The Cuckoos.” 

Universal (1) 

“Western Front.” 

Columbia (1) 

“Flight.” 


SOME MGRS. ALLOWED 
TO OPERATE MACHINES 


Buffalo, N. Y., Aug. 12. 

Final details of the new two-year 
settlement between the L A. T. S. E. 
(operators’ union) and the inde- 
pendent neighborhood houses have 
been agreed upon. 

Agreement provides for substan- 
tial reductions over the preceding 
scales and for the privilege of cer- 
tain owners to operate their own 
machines. Neighborhoods also given 
recognition to treat as a body in 
future negotiations with the union. 


DARK HOUSES REOPEN 
FOR PONY GOLF, ETC. 


Gary, Ind., Aug. 12. 

Vaudeville and pictures are out at 
V. U. Young’s Orpheum theatre. 
Miniature golf is going in. 

The veteran showman is reopen- 
ing the house with a ritz indoor 
course, he says, 

Young has sunk $5,000 for the 
holes, traps, greens and clubs, and 
another $15,000 to rebuild the house 
into an interior garden. 

With refreshments, 
double break, 


he figures a 


That Bill Fox Report 


Despite denials from’ the 
most interested quarters of a 
chance of William Fox once 
again heading the companies 


bearing his name, that Bill 
Fox report keeps right on 
growing. 

With its added strength 


comes some details involving 
money as the repurchase price 
of the former Fox control- 
stock, or as salary, without a 
purchase, 

Just what it all amounts to 
with the various other angles 
to almost every company in 
the film industry at present, no 
one states with any positive 
assurance, 


COOL LOBBIES 
OPPOSISH 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 

During: the heat spells throngs of 
local people flocked to refrigerated 
outer lobbies of loop film houses to 
get cool without cost. It was a 
common sight to see these lobbies 
packed with men and women who 
never entered theatre at all. 


Current summer is breaking all 
torridity records and, with times 
hard, these cold outer lobbies on 
baking hot days are real opposition 
for their own showhouses. Same 
also applies, of course, to numer- 
ous local free bathing beaches and 
parks. Failure of many hot weather 
lobby visitors to patronize box- 
offices is regarded as a symptom of 
the business depression. Some even 
make the trip down town just to 
stand in the lobbies and enjoy the 
cool air. 

It doesn’t cost anything. 


GOV'T CASE AGAINST 
FOX W. C. UP AUG. 18 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Federal government’s suit against 
Fox West Coast and about 20 co- 
defendants, including the major film 
producers, is on the court calendar 
for next Monday (18). It is not 
known whether another postpone- 
ment will be added to the innumer- 
able setbacks of date already 
granted. 

Theatre end states it is ready to 
go to trial. This would mean the 
presence of Harry Arthur, from 
New York, as chief defense witness 
would be imperative. 


Kansan Gov. ‘Poison’ for 
Films Fails for Renom. 


Kansas City, Aug. 12. 

Gov. Clyde M. Reed, who for the 
past two years has been poison for 
the motion picture industry in Kan- 
sas, was defeated for renomination 
at the primaries this week. His de- 
feat is the first of any Republican 
governor for renomination for the 
second term. 

Early in his term Gov. Reed 
started after the picture shows and 
the distributors. He gave out in- 
terviews as to the class of pictures 
he would permit in the state and 
gave his board of censors strict 
orders as to the things he considered 
objectionable. 

Pictures passed without cuts in 
other states were barred or so cut 
that they were practically useless 
here, but the governor was deter- 
mined and the reviewing board 
feared something might get by them 

Frank Haucke, world war vet, is 
the new if elected 
will undoubtedly make hat ir 
the censor board 


nominee who, 


$275,000 Yearly of Fox Contracts 
Given by Bill to 9 Mer, When He Left 


Lou Rosenbluth .... 40,000 
Jack Loeb ........-. 36,000 
Alec Kempner ...... 40,000 
Chas. Levine ........ 26,000 
Wm. Freedman ..... 10,000 
Wm. Coneyvear .... 25,000 
Alan Friedman ..... 10,000 


These are the names of the bene- 
ficiaries and the amounts demanded 
by William Fox in the form of con- 
tracts for three years with Fox, as 
a part of his consideration for the 
sale of the Fox control stock to 
Harley L. Clarke. The first three 
names, the two Leos and Rosen- 
bluth, are brothers-in-law of Bill’a 
Another, Jack Leo, declined a con- 


secretary, Alan Friedman, 


The name of Jack Loeb appears 
in the list with an annual salary 
of $35,000, despite the recent demo- 
tion of Loeb by Harry Arthur, Fox 
theatre operator, as booking man- 
ager of the [Fox vaud office. At 
that time it was stated Loeb’s sal- 
ary had been decreased from the 
$700 weekly Loeb had been receiv- 
ing from Fox to $400 a week given 
Loeb as an act-scout for Fanchon 
and Marco. People close to ae Fox 
organization, however, say Loeb is 
still drawing salary under the Fox 
contract his friend, Bill, demanded 
for him. 


Loeb’s Panning 


About the time of this demand 
and issuance of the Fox contract to 
Loeb at the insistence of William 
Fox, Loeb was telling mambers of 
the “Winnie S:ieehan faction” what 
Bill Fox had done to him, what Bill 
Fox owed him, what kind of a guy 
he had discovered Bill Fox to be, 
and that he intended to sue Bill 
Fox. Loeb said all of this and 
much more, repeating it often to 
any of the Sheehan faction who 
would listen, which may have ac- 
counted for no <yposition to his 
appointment as vaudevilla booking 
manager of Fox by Mike Marco, the 
office’s general manager, when that 
did occur. While there was a belief 
all the while Bill ox might be 
steering Loeb in his sudden change 
of attitude toward Bill, no visible 
evidence came cut until the con- 
tracted salary became known. 


Of the men holding contracts 
through the favor of William, about 
five at present are doing some work 
for the company. 

Joe Leo’s Position 

Joe Leo, the highest salaried, for- 
mer Fox eastern theatre operator, 
succeeded by Arthur, is continuing 
on leave of absence, drawing his 
regular $1,250 weekly salary every 
week idle. So far he has been 
drawing that amount for 14 weeks 
of loafing. It ‘3 thought there is an 
object on the part of Fox in keep- 
ing Leo in the offing in this matter, 
When Leo operated the Fox Metro- 
politan Theatres, that circui. show- 
ed an average of $70,000 weekly 
profit, after Leo once pulled it out 
of the red. Now it’s in the red 
again. 

Saul Rogers, general counsel for 
Fox, was not among William's con- 
tract names, although Rogers is said 
to hold a three-year Fox agreement 
at $3,000 weekly. Of this $2,000 is 
paid by Fox Films and $1,000 each 
week by Fox Theatres. A rumor 
has been gaining ground that Fox 
may settle the Rogers contract, 
through the legal dept. not always 
being the most harmonious portion 
of the Fox eastern organization. 

The Bill Fox contracts for the 
three years amount to a total of 
over $800,000. Other Fox contracted 
men are said to be drawing salary 
at present also without work agse- 
signment. 


King Working Again 


Hollywood, Aug. 12, 
Bradley King has recovered from 
lone illness and is on the Fox lot 
HH writing a special story to be 
I'rank Lloyd. 


tract for himself and substituted his 
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Cable Address: VARINEWS, PARIS 
Central 01-57; Louvre, 52-15 


Holding Back Releases Forces 
Paris Exhibs to Dig Up Revivals 


Paris, Aug. 12. 

Refusal by the American dis- 
tributors to advance release of their 
fall product, the insufficiency of the 
current product and the dearth of 
native-made talkers, not yet quite 
ready, have compelled all circuits 
to revive old hits. 

“La Route est Belle” (“Road Is 
Beautiful’), “La Nuit est a Nous” 
(‘The Night Is Ours”) and “La 
Mystere de la Villa Rose,” along 
with Metro’s “Ben-Hur” the 
Marivaux (Pathe-Natan’s ace house 
on the boulevards), are the revivals. 

“Ben-Hur,” record-breaking silent 
favorite here, brings back the or- 
chestra into the Marivaux, which, 
along with the other P-N houses, 
dispensed with pit musicians. 

The other three are native-made 
French talkers, all having done 
good business before. 

Paris show business is abnor- 
mally good for this time, due to the 
wunseasonal rainstorms and _ chill, 
which have ruined the resorts, but 
helped local theatres. 

In view of the favorable box office 
reaction, all houses want better 
product than the usual average 
allotted over the summer. 


UNDER WIRE FOR WIRE 
WITH NO SPARE TIME 


Copenhagen, Aug. 12. 
World Cinema, leading Copen- 
hagen house, beat the German- 
American patents’ pact terms by 
five minutes, signing with Western 
Electric for a W. E. plan just be- 
fore midnight of the final day. 

This house had been holding out 
on sound equipment installation for 
a long time. It decided at the zero 
hour for American wiring. 

At this writing, Copenhagen falls 
under the German patents’ monopo- 
listic jurisdiction under the parley 
terms. 


Western Electric has been land- 
ing a number of last-minute con- 
tracts in the same manner in terri- 
tory which now falls under German 
patents’ control. 

European exhibitors, faced with 
choosing one or the other sound 
plant for wiring, have hastily cast 
their lot with W. E. Those hesitat- 
ing now have no alternative but to 
be governed by the patents  nforce- 
able in their own territory. 


Olsen’s Music and Name 
Appeal to Norse Folks 


Copenhagen, Aug. 12. 


Roxy, local pioneering talker 
house, celebrated its anniversary 
with Fox “Movietone Follies of 


1930.” Critics praised it for smooth 
continuity, refinement of style, dec- 
orations, dancing, skits and music. 

George Olsen’s band especially 
roused applause, further enhanced 
by the Norse appeal of the maestro’s 
name. When his music sustained 
the native-son inference of his sur- 
name, nationalistic pride asserted 
itself in voluminous applause. 

Picture is certain of a long and 
successful run here. 


Smart showmanship is manifest 
in the Olsen ballyhoo in the Fox 
“Movietone Follies of 1930,” as Ol- 
sen—from “Variety’s” reviews of 
both the 1929 and 1930 “Follies’—is 
apparently not prominent in the 


picture. 

it might be two other pictures, or 
one with Olsen actually in it, as 
Olsen has done some work for Fox. 

Possibly because of the past Fox- 
Olsen affiliations, Fox is taking 
ballyhoo liberties and exploiting the 
Olsen name as the pseudo-jazz pur- 
veyor in the 1930 “Movietone Fol- 
lies,” without necessity of Ol- 
sen’s likeness appearing. Or, pos- 
sibly, the introduction of a clip 
thereof, just for Scandinavian edi- 
fication, because of the ring of the 
Olsen name. 


MOISSI ON THE ALPS 
Zurich, Aug. 12. 
Alexander Moissi, German drama- 
tic actor, is on location in the Swiss 
Alps, where a German company is 
making a mountain story. 
The location is in among the 
peaks at Maloja, near St. Moritz, the 
winter resort. 
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ITALIANS CO-OPERATE 
TO ALTER DIALOG 7% 


Rome, Aug. 12. 
The renewed and intensified fight 
to obtain the Government’s permis- 
sion to increase the percentage of 
foreign language talkers is lent a 
more optimistic note in that the 
native Italian film renters (exhib- 
itors) are now co-operating with 
the foreign distributors headquar- 
tered here and in Milan. 
As a general thing, despite the 
American and British and all the 
other foreign distributors here re- 
garding this significantly, the gen- 
eral film trade—and primarily so 
far as the majority of Italian pic- 
ture men is concerned—is eagerly 
awaiting the first batch of Italian 
language talkers to appear in a 
month or two. These will be chiefly 
Pittaluga’s and Paramount pictures 
(as detailed elsewhere in this is- 
sue). 
Paramount is the prime mover in 
the repeal of modification of the 
Mussolini anti-foreign language re- 
striction, using “Love Parade” 
(Chevalier) as the wedge. This is 
on its fall: program and Par would 
like to show the original English 
dialog here. 
It has been privately screened for 
the high authorities, including sev- 
eral ministers who have remained 
officially noncommittal so far. 
Meantime the new Barberini cin- 
ema, the largest and most beautiful 
in the country, W. E. wired, is all 
set to open with “Love Parade.” 


CENTRALIZING BY AM. 
DISTRIBS IN EUROPE 


Paris, Aug. 2, 

American distributors on the con- 
tinent find that the advent of talk- 
ers rather tends to centralize their 
operations instead of raising bar- 
riers between the operations carried 
in each separate country, as might 
have been expected owing to the 
difference in languages. 

Every company now has a chief 
continental executive responsible for 
the whole of European distribution. 
And the same obtains to some de- 
gree in every branch of the busi- 
ness, 

Paramount’s publicity department 
will soon be concentrated in Berlin, 
for Germanic and Norde countries, 
and Paris for all Latin countries, 
instead of being carried on inde- 
pendently in each separate country. 

In doing this, Gus Schaefer, Par- 
amount continental distribution 
head, will follow the lead of Metro 
where SS. Waagener has been 
brought to Paris from Holland and 
placed in charge of all European 
publicity. 


Par’s Czech Talkers | 


Prague, Aug. 1. 


Paramount will make a second 
Czech film in Joinville—Paris, bear- 
ing the title “The Wife That 
Laughs.” 


Oiga Scheinpflugova is in the lead 


the Osvobozenji theatre in it. 


SWISS OPENING UP 


Fox Will Get in Proscribed Nation 
Through Paris Conference 


Paris, Aug. 1. 

The Swiss territory, where Fox 
could not seli on account of the local 
court decision favoring the German 
claim in the matter of the Tri- 
Ergon patents, will soon open to 
Fox as a result. of the Paris patent 
settiement. ‘ 

As soon as the lawyers now at 
work in Berlin have worded the 
exact terms of the settlement, basis 
of which was initiated by their 
principals before they left Paris, 
Fox, now toeing the line, will jump 
in. Legal work will probably take 
two months. 

Swiss picture business is fast de- 
veloping, wiring having: proceeded 
there comparatively more quickly 
than in most European countries. 


role and Dr. J. Bax of the Vinohrady | 
theatre as regisseur. 

Paramount also contemplates 
Czech revue film, with the Czech 
comedians Voskovie and Werich of 


CHARLES JUDELS 


In General Ruis, 
edy lead, in 
“Captain Thunder” 


A forthcoming Warner Bros. re- 
lease. 


Spanish com- 


Management 
EDWARD SMALL COMPANY 


INDIA TALKERS 
DIALECTS 


Calcutta, Aug. 1. 
Talkers in the two most popular 
dialects of India are to be made 
here by Madan Bros., international 
traders and owners of 109 theatres 


in this country. 
Hindustani and Urdu are the two 
foremost dialects of India, the lat- 
ter a lesser but colloquial lingo. 

Of the Madans’ 100-odd cinemas, 
but 12 could be wired. 


Fram J. Madan, the third of the 
brothers to make the trip, is now 
in America as a guest of Para- 
mount. He will visit the west 
coast studios under guidance of 
Mark Hanna, Indian rep for Par, 
who is on furlough. 

Madan produced a silent picture 
which established a local record of 
playing 26 weeks in one theatre in 
Calcutta. 

India is now becoming talker- 
conscious but is only going for the 
male stars like Bancroft (latest fav) 
and Oakie (whose flip talk they 
don’t get but whose broad manner- 
isms they like), Lloyd, Chaplin, 
Fairbanks and the like. No femmes 
f.vored. 

The cosmopolitan Indian under- 
stands and speaks English well, due 
to the British influence. The vast 
majority, about 92% of the popula- 
tion, is ignorant and doesn’t mat- 
ter for box-office purposes. 


G-B HAS PAR 1ST RUN 
LONDON BOOKINGS 


| aug. 12. 


Gaumont British has completed a 
! Geal with Paramount to play all 
Paramount pictures at the Marble 
Arch Pavilion after their pre-re- 
lease showings at the Carlton. 
This arrangement is the outcome 


of the experiment of handling 
“Paramount on Parade,” in that 
way. It played the Marble Arch 


|after six weeks at the Carlton, 
excellent returns. 

First release under the deal will 
“With Byrd at the South Pole.” 
It goes to the Marble Arch Aug. 18 
after four weeks at the Carlton, 

| “The Big Pond” (Par-Chevalier) 
| opens at the Carlton Aug. 18. 


Katz in Berlin 
Berlin, Aug. 12. 
Sam Katz expected here 


shortly. 


to} 


French Theatres for Original 
Am. and English Version Talkers 


B. A. DAILY QUOTES 
‘VARIETY’ ON RACKET 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 12. 

The Buenos Aires “Herald” cam- 
paign against the Film Club, quot- 
ing “Variety’s” story, “Stay Out of 
Hollywood,” and warning against 
the Hollywood madness in a lengthy 
story, was the direct cause for kill- 
ing a Film Club racket. 

This club, organized to exploit 
American and British girls and send 
them to Hollywood at the rate of 
10 a month, was quickly killed by 
the daily, lent further authority by 
the “Variety” quote. 

Membership, which had reached 75, 
was at the rate of 100 pesos initia- 
tion fee (about $9.60), with the 10 
most likely candidates promised to 
be shipped out to Hollywood each 
and every month. 

Film Club had three directors, one 
connected with subway builders; 
another a ranch hand, and the third 
of unknown standing. 

Anything having to do with ship- 
ping girls in or out of Argentine or 
Brazil has a bad aura in these parts 
of the world. 


Par’s 20 Features Made 
in Paris Will Issue as 
89 Version Releases 


Paris, Aug. 1. 

Whilst local producers are still 
on the old system of producing each 
film as a separate venture, Para- 
mount, in its Joinville studios, near 
Paris, is going in for mass produc- 
tion according to a prearranged 
schedule providing for the season’s 
work. 

Current season’s schedule pro- 
vides for 20 features, 50 shorts and 
24 two-reel comedies. Each of the 
20 features will be made in several 
languages, for a total of 89 releases 
as follows: French 20, Spanish, 
Swedish, German, Italian 12 each, 
Polish, Hungarian, Tschecoslovo- 
chian, Rumanian, five each, and one 
Portuguese. 


1ST CO-OP. GERMAN 


“Beggars Opera” by Warners and 
Klangfilm in Association 


Berlin, Aug. 1. 

The first talker of the co-opera- 
tive production of Warner Bros. and 
Tobis will be the “Dreigroscheno- 
per” (“Three Beggars Opera’), also 
purchased by Warners for the 
States. > 

In the German, Hans Albers and 
Fritz Rasp will have the leads. Leo 
Lania is writing the manuscript and 
G. W. Papst will be the director. 
Seymour Nebendahl, of Nero Film 
Co., will take over the production 
management. 


Film Actress Sues Syd 
Chaplin for Default 


London, Aug. 2. 

Molly Wright, English film player, 
has brought a writ against Syd 
Chaplin, the film comedian, for al- 
leged assault, slander and libel. 

The action is brought as a result 
of an alleged incident prior to the 
production of “Mumming Birds,” in 
which Chaplin was to have starred 
as well as directed. It eventually 
never went on, as Chaplin vacated 
to the continent. 

The girl was engaged by British 
International in 1928 to appear in 
“Mumming Birds,’ Chaplin’s one 
and only film this side. 


British Film Field 


By Frank Tilley 


London, Aug. 1. 

As usual this time of year, busi- 
ness is around stagnant. Most folk 
are vacationing or thinking of it. 
It’s so near the end of the season 
and so near the changeover to 74% 
for exhibitor quota no one is doing 
anything. 

That’s apart from the threaten- 
ing booking strike, which now looks 
washed up. Most all the distribs 
have agreed to stop guarantees 
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“save exceptional cases’ — figure 
that out!—but Warners is stand- 
ing pat on score charges. Para- 
mount won't even listen to any talk 
about dropping guarantees, 

J. C. Graham told the Exhibitors’ 
Association deputation where he 
thought they got off, and the con- 


ference went into personalities. 
Boycott, cables to Zukor protest- 
ing, and such were wildly asked 


(Continued on page 58) 


Paris, Aug. 12, 

The curbing of English dialog 
talkers in France, as reported last 
week, may have a more optimistic 
offshoot with the organization of a 
theatre circuit catering only to fans 
who demand original versions of 
American or British-made talkers, 

Pierre Braunberger, himself a 
French talker producer, and the 
owner-manager of the Pantheon, 
Left Bank house in the Quartier 
Latin, where he exhibited Che. 
valier’s “Love Parade” for 12 
weeks, is organizing the circuit, 
The original American version of 
“Parade” ran a couple of weeks 
longer in its American origina] 
form than did Par’s French adapta. 
tion at its own downtown house, 

Another Instance 

“Bulldog Drummond,” original 
American version, with no dialog 
elisions, is doing terrific business at 
the Pantheon. Its adjacency to the 
Sorbonne with its cosmopolitan un- 
dergraduates insure the Pantheon 
of a consistent English-understand- 
ing patronage. 

Braunberger figures there are 
many other sectors where an orig- 
inal American talker can at least 
play a week to a fancy scale, be- 
cause the American colonists would 
be eager to get talkers in their 
original form. 

The French censors made an issue 
of such theatres specializing in and 
advertising that they are showing 
original English dialog pictures, 
fearing demonstrative objection, like 
the Moulin Rouge “Fox Movietone 
Follies” riots last winter, if there 
were any misunderstanding. 


FOX MAY MAKE COUPLE 
OF TALKERS IN FRANCE 


Paris, Aug. 2. 

To meet the current French talker 
demand Fox is planning to make 
one or two French talkers locally. 
No arrangetments have yet been 
made, but to avoid entering pro- 
duction itself before being fully 
ready to do so, Fox plans to have 
the films made by a local director 
who would act as a kind of con- 
tractor. 

Besides the French talkers being 
currently made by Fox in Holly- 
wood, some dubbing of musicales 
will be done locally by means of the 
newsreel trucks in a small rented 
studio. French dialog will be in- 
serted. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

Raoul Walsh may go abroad to 
take charge of all Fox production 
over there. Fox idea is to make 
a certain degree of its foreign ver- 
sions on the home stamping 
grounds .and Walsh may establish 
a Paris residence for a year. 

Definite decision on this will not 
be made until Walsh completes 
“Women of All Nations,’ upon 
which he starts early in Otcober. 
This picture is the third in a series 
for Victor McLaglen and Edmund 
Lowe as “Captain Flagg” and 
“Sergeant Quirt.” 


NATIVE SWEDISH REVUE 


Dahlquist Engaged for Lead—Stage 
Revue Actor 


Stockholm, Aug. 1. 

Waldemar Dahlquist, one ef_the 
cleverest revue actors here, is con- 
sidered to have a good voice for 
the talkers. He has been engaged 
by Svensk Filmindustri, biggest 
local producer, to make the first 
Swedish revue picture. 

The exteriors will be shot in dif- 
ferent parts of Sweden, so that 
each town will recognize its -ow®? 
peculiarities. The interiors will be 
made at Svensk’s Rasunda studio 
near Stockholm. 

Manuscript is written by Dahl- 
quist. Edwin Adolphson, recently 
back from Paramount’s Swedish 
talker production in Paris, will di- 
rect. 

Dahlquist has been in the Circus 
Revue in Stockholm. 


Takes Circuit of 7 
London, Aug. 12. 

Oscar Sheridan has taken ovet 
the Summers Browne circuit 
seven suburban cinemas, with al 
being wired. 

Britsih Gaumont is contract 
book product. 
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“VARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE 
8 ST. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS 


CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 7 
Temple Bar 5041-5042 


PAR RAIDS ITALY’S TALEN 


Danish Actors in U. 
Impractical, Says Clay. Sheehan 


Copenhagen, Aug. 12. 
Clayton R. Sheehan, Fox's general 
foreign director, was here survey- 
ing the situation, concluding that 
American talkers with Danish ac- 

nomically impractical. 
Sheehan stated he would try dup- 
ing of Danish sound sequences on 
Fox American-made talkers, or 
those to be made in their new Ger- 

man production centre. 
Sheehan contemplates opening a 
ial Movietone News theatre 
(Continued on page 58) 


Fox’s German Producer 
Making Four Features 


Berlin, Aug. 12. 


Atlantis Film Co. is the native 
production unit organized by Julius 
Aussenberg, on behalf of Fox, for 
German talker production in Berlin. 
Aussenberg, former German terri- 
torial distribution head for Fox, re- 
signed to start this company. 

The first of four German-made 
Fox talkers, all in the nature of 
specials, will be “Ariadne,” from the 
popular novel by the Swiss author, 
Claude Anet. Elisabeth Bergner, 
eminent German actress, who will 
appear in the stage play, will star 
in the talker version as well. 

Joe May, native producer-di- 
rector, recently returned from 
Hollywood, will do two for Fox- 
Atlantis. 


W. E. Stops Operating 
Throughout Holland 


The Hague, Aug. 12. 
As the direct result of the Ger- 
man-American patents’ pact, follow- 
ing the Paris conferences, Nether- 
lands comes under Teutonic juris- 
diction, resulting in the Dutch ter- 


ritorial headquarters of Western 
Electric, located in Amsterdam 
closing. 


In future, no W. E. plants are to 
be sold in Holland. W. E. retains 
® skeleton technical staff to serv- 
ice those installations already 
wired in this country, 


Talkers in Buenos Aires 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 12. 

Chevalier in “Love Parade” con- 
tinues as the sole personality draw 
hereabouts, doing heavy business, 
seconded only by Metro's slapstick 
funsters, Laurel and Hardy. 

Talkers now doing fairishly are 
“Vagabond King,” “Disraeli,” 
Mammy,” “Marriage Playground” 
and “Seven Faces.” 

Opening tonight (12) are “West- 
“0 Front” (U) and “Dangerous 
sates. Two more openings set 
or Thursday (14) are “Rogue Song” 
and “Mad Kiss.” 


Sam Dies 


Berlin, Aug. 12. 
wee Rachmann, internationally 
taba film promoter, died Aug 5 at 

unewald Sanatorium of heart 
failure, 
uneral service Friday (8) at 
with interment in that 
ao widely attended by many 

ables from the theatrical- and 
Political worlds. 
wamerican and German film people 
re notably in attendance. 


HEGEWALD’S 21 FEATURES 


German Producers’ Line Up for 
New Season 


‘i Berlin, Aug. 12. 
Film Co. announces 23 
TS for next season. 


So 
Reuse will have more than one 
version, 


5. Made Films 


ASSESSMENT CALL ON 
WHITEHALL STOCK 


London, Aug. 12. 

Stockholders in the liquidated 
production unit known as White- 
hall Films voted unantmously for 
consolidation with Audible Film- 
craft, new grouping of half a dozen 
independent concerns. 

The Whitehall shareowners are 
called upon to pay an assessment 
of 35 cents a share to audible. 

The Whitehall company’s liqui- 
dating attorney refused to advise 
the stockholders whether to go into 
the deal or not, declaring they had 
put their money into a dud once, 
and now the decision would be their 
own. 


British Gaumont’s 7 
New Houses Will Make 
364 Under Operation 


London, Aug. 12. 

When British Gaumont has com- 
pleted the construction of seven new 
cinemas, it will own and control 364 
houses; 100 in London. 

Seven new stands are: 

New Victoria, Edinburgh, 3,000- 
seater, ready this month; New Vic- 
toria, Bradford, 4,000, in September; 
New Victoria, London, 3,500, in 
October; Palladium, Southport, 3,- 
000, in October. 

3,000-seater in Birmingham, not 
yet named, in January: New house 
in Chester, 3,000, ready early next 
year, and new house in Lewisham, 
3,000, not yet named and ready in 
the spring. 

The company has practically com- 
pleted arrangements to buy seven 
houses in a circuit in London, 


P. A. Changes. 


London. Aug. 12. 

Roy Simmons has succeeded Ella- 
cott Genner as publicity manager 
for Fox in this territory. 

Another new publicity assignment 
is that of Alec Braid as chief bally- 
hoo for W. & F. Films, branch of 
the Gaumont British combine, tak- 
ing the job over from Margaret 
Marshall. 

This is one change in the Gau- 
mont persennel. All that company’s 
activities are soon to be assembled 
in a single building, a move ex- 
pected to lead to cuts in a number 


of executives. 


INCIDENT MAKES Producers Optimistic Again 
That the 40% Foreign Revenue 


Will Return to Former Status 


NATION 


Paramount Using Actors at 
Joinville for Italian Talk- 
ers—Pittaluga Grabs One 
Star Just in Time 


PROFITABLE MARKET 


Rome, Aug. 12. 
Paramount's of Italy and 
its raid on the best available Italian 


talker talent has made this country 
talker-conscious all of a sudden. 
Something vital in the way of Ital- 
ian talkers is bound to eventuate 
from this unprecedented interest in 
the Italian soundfilm market. 
Par’s Italian headquarters here 
and in Milan for the past few weeks 
have been quietly scouting for the 
most likely Italian actors and ac- 
tresses, contracting several for ex- 
portation to its Joinville studio, 
which is making Italian talkers. 
Joinville is now considered the 
(Continued on page 58) 


FINE COMEBACK 
FOR TALKERS 
LONDON 


London, Aug. 12. 

Talking pictures have staged a 
sensational comeback following the 
summer slump. Showdom wise- 
acres had attributed the drop in 
takings to a switch in public taste 
away from the sound screen, but 
“Variety” maintained right along 
that dull business was a combina- 
tion of crop failures in England and 
weak product. 

The outcome seems to justify that 
view now. 

“Raffles” (Goldwyn-U.A.) is doing 
practically capacity at the Tivoli, 
giving five shows a day, with the 
first week’s gross $42,500, which cre- 
ates a new house record. 

“Blue Angel” (Jannings’ first Ufa 
talker), at the Regal, with $29,000, 
best record held by “Western 
Front” by $2,000. 

“Western Front” (U) still at the 
Alhambra and still breaking records 
for the house. 

“So This Is London” (English- 
made) is packing them at the New 
Gallery. 

Most of the other West End 
houses are doing a healthy business. 


Franco-German Prod. Alliance 


To Curtail 


Berlin, Aug. 12. 

A reciprocity agreement for the 
unrestricted exchange of French 
and German talkers closed in Paris 
on Friday (8), takes on deeper sig- 
nificance with confidential local 
trade reports that the French film 
industry was behind a proposal the 
French Government inaugurate a 
new quota law similar to the Ger- 
man, 

The heads of the German and 
French producers’ organizations, 
respectively Plugge and Delac, 
agreed at the Paris conference Fri- 
day that so far as the Frunco-Ger- 
man alliance is concerned, there 
will be no international restrictions 
between both -of these countries. 

The French contingent squabble 
last year was compromised by a 
continuation of the same terms as 
heretofoie obtained. Now with the 


expiration of the compromise ed 
a new quota regulation, especially, 


American Talkers 


in view of the American talker in- 
vasion and the general European 
objection to English dialog, is not 
improbable. 


Paris, Aug. 12. 

The general anti-American busi- 
ness attitude on the Continent, not 
only in amusement business, but in 
other industries, was substantiated 
so far as the film business was con- 
cerned, by an agreement signed Aug. 
8 between Charles Delac, president 
of the French Producers’ Associa- 
tion, and Dr. Walter P. Plugge, sec- 
retary of the German Spitzenorgan- 
ization, jointly representing the pro- 
ducers of both France and Ger- 
many. 

Other noticeable recent anti- 
American moves, or at least amal- 
gamations for native protection 
against American industry, were the 
Gaumont-Tobis patents’ agreements. 

(Continued on page 71) 


ENGLISH LYRICS HURT 
McCORMACK IN PARIS 


Paris, Aug. 12. 

The handicap of English song 
lyrics in a sentimental story is made 
plain by the experience of the Mari- 
vaux theatre here. 

House was compelled to with- 
draw the John McCormack film, 
“Song of My Heart” (Fox), after 
running it three days. 

Although titles in French were 
used to clarify~the story, the public 
reaction was strongly against the 
subject. 


U. T. Chain of Australia 
Did Not Consider Am. 
Proposal for Contro! 


Sydney, Aug. 12. 

An official of Union Theatres 
points out that since the Melbourne 
unit of the chain «alone returned a 
net profit of $100,000 in one year of 
operation, the report of American 
money influence is not to be seri- 
ously regarded. 

Paramount made an offer for the 
control of U.T., but the proposition 
was never earnestly taken up, it is 
stated. 


Sarnoff Won’t Talk 


Berlin, Aug. 12. 


David Sarnoff is extending his 
Berlin visit, studying local condi- 
tions, 

Sarnoff has steered clear of the 
press, refusing to talk for publica- 
tion. : 


Hit by Warners’ Break 


Paris, Aug. 12. 


Warner stock break hit many 
here. 

Theatrical element among Ameri- 
can colonists were heavy on War- 
ners ever since the October break. 


German Equipment May 
Go in London Studio 


3erlin, Aug. 12. 

Tobis is negotiating with George 
Maxwell of British International for 
the delivery of Tobis recording 
equipment at the B. I. studios in 
Elstree, outside of London. 

Maxwell's company has also been 
using RCA Photophone in the past. 


Moral Censoring 
Capetown, Aug. 12. 
A moral censorship against the 
“blue” and sex stuff is being strongly 
agitated for in connection with films 
shown to the Europeans (whites) 
and the natives. 


Dearing Back at B. G. 


London, Aug. 12. 

Latest realignment of Gaumont 
executives following imminent con- 
centration of all units in one build- 
ing, is the return of Reg Dearing 
to the press desk after being away 
a year. Dearing left the depart- 
ment for the theatre end last year, 
designating Hugh Findlay to suc- 
ceed. 

Findlay is expected to assume ad- 
vertising control. 


Francis McDonald Dies in Sydney 
Sydney, Aug. 12. 

Francis McDonald, prominent 

Sydney attorney, and a director of 

the Union Theatres, died of a ling- 


Economically and politically pro- 


foreign situation brightening to a 
point where Hollywood can figure 


derived from abroad in silent days. 
But, the industry’s mathematicians 
also calculate, there will be few 
(Continuea on page 58) 


U. A.’s ‘Raffles’ Gross May 
Be $400,000 in England 


London, Aug. 12. 


“Raffles” (Goldwyn-U. A.) at the 
Tivoli, London, marks the break- 
away of Gaumont British from their 
long established booking rules. 

The circuit has never before of- 
fered more than 25% of the gross 
for a program, with the renter (dis- 
tributor) paying all theatre pub- 
licity throughout the circuit. When 
playing one-feature bills the renter 
also fills in the support material at 
his own expense. Gaumont gives 
no guarantee for any house. 

It was due to this fixed practice 
that the circuit lost “Western Front” 
(U), which is breaking records for 


Associated British, British Gau- 
mont’s rival circuit. 
To get “Raffles” Gaumont ad- 


vanced the percentage throughout 
the circuit by a wide margin, mak- 
ing it pretty certain United Artists 
will get $400,000 for the top run 
houses alone. Gaumont also goes 
50-50 with United on paper, billing 
and advertising costs. 


German Censors Severe 


On American Talkers 


Berlin, Aug. 12. 


Seventeen American talkers, of 
which six each were Paramount and 
Fox productions, were censored 
radically in July by the German au- 
thorities. 

Only six German talkers were 
thus treated. 


Pathe-Natan and Fox 


Paris, Aug. 12. 

Pathe-Natan circuit’s currently 
extensive theatre-grabbing may be 
inspired by one of two things. Chief 
supposition is a possibility of Fox 
expanding locally by absorbing this 
important chain of over 100 houses, 
of which 40 are important wired 
theatres. 

The other, more commonly attrib- 
uated locally, is predicated on an 
early stock issue. 

Harley Clarke’s advent is looked 
to having some significant bearing 
on the P-N chain’s affairs, 


Another Quota Fall Down 


London, Aug. 12. 
The prosecution of a quota case 
against an Oldham exhibitor who 
failed to show the required per- 
centage of British films, failed, the 
case being summarily dismissed. 
The Magistrate ruled that In 
many cases it was impracticable to 
screen home-mades, even when 
available. 


Color Interests Lawyer 
Berlin, Aug. 12. 

Lawrence Brenson, Fox attorney, 
is remaining in Berlin, interested in 
a new color process. 

The Sirius film patents, which 
concern the lawyer, cover a three- 
color camera process, differing from 
all other previous devices which 
have undertaken to camera all 


ering illness. 


colors in the spectrum, 


ducer spokesmen would have the. 


on regaining the 40% revenue it | 


The opening a few days ago of. 
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eal VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, August 13, 1939 


“Grumpy” at $54,000 in Par, Light; 
“Dawn Patrol’ Continued Smash; 
“Front” to $279,000, 15 Wks. at $2 


Relief from the heat finally ar- 
rived Monday (11), bringing ex- 
pressions of thanksgiving from aus- 
pices about to usher $2 attractions 
into uncooled _ spots. Criterion, 
Gaiety and Central are not popular 
with the experienced shoppers while 
the thermometer bounces between 
80 and 90. 

This week sees the perking up of 
things cinematic. “Moby Dick” re- 
lights the Hollywood, and “Hell's 
Angels” is materializing after all 
these years. Latter comes in on the 
wings of heavy exploitation, of 
which the employment of 48-sheet 
billboards is characteristic, besides 
the two mammoth electric signs on 
Broadway, one on the Criterion and 
other 6n Gaiety, two blocks apart. 

Despite last week’s persistent hu- 
midity, grosses at the Roxy and 
Capitol earned holdovers for “Com- 
mon Clay” and “Blushing Brides,” 
respectively. Only two new pictures 
entered over the week-end, “Rain 
or Shine” at the Globe, and “Queen 
High” at the Paramount. 

Cyril Maude exercised slight per- 
suasiveness with film fans locally, as 
$54,000 for “Grumpy” in the Para- 
mount attests. 

First National’s money smash, 
“Dawn Patrol,” continues to pack 
‘em in. It’s easily the best business 
ever done at the Winter Garden 
during Warners’ regime. 

“Common Clay” (Fox) is being 
held over a third week at the Roxy. 
First four days in its second week 
exceeded grosses for the same time 
in the opening week by $5,200. 
Promise of the gross to top the 
opening by a still wider margin is 
responsible for the further exten- 
sion of the run. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Astor—“Big House” (Metro) (1,- 
120; $1-$2) (8th week). Around 
$18,000; penal melodrama attracted 
quite strongly from start; favored 
by only two reserved-seaters cur- 
rent, 

Capitol—“Our Blushing Brides” 
(Metro) (4,620; 25-85-$1.50). Held 
over on $77,900, distinctly good. 
Woman's picture magnetized flaps 
in droves. House had old-fashioned 
high-brow presentation without 
laughs in connection. 

Central — “Western Front” (U) 
(916; $1-$2) (15th, final week). War 
smash stayed one day over 15 
weeks; in 269 performances grossed 
$275,136, tremendous for small house 
and summer. Could have stayed 
longer, particularly with arrival of 
cool weather, but Griffith’s “Lincoln” 
due. Final week’s tally of $14,263. 
Opens at Roxy Sept. 5. 

Criterion-Gaiety—(1,600; $1-$2.50) 
“Hell’s Angels” (Caddo). Dual pre- 
miere Friday (15). About 200 seats 
in each house scaled at $2.50. 

Embassy — “ Newsreel House” 
(Fox-Hearst) (568; 25). Took sock 
with rest and probably under $7,000. 

Globe—“Little Accident” (U) (1,- 
065; 30-50-75). Around $12,000. 
Average here now. 

Hollywood—“‘Moby Dick” (WB) 
(1,066; $1-$2). Comes in tomorrow 
(Thursday). House dark for six 
weeks. 

Paramount—“‘Grumpy” (Par) (3,- 
655; 65-85-$1). Liked with strong 
critical endorsement, .but vacant 
areas reflected in $54,000. Second 
time this summer gross has tum- 
bled into the 50 G’s octave at Publix 
ace, which has weathered the hot 
season reasonably well, 

Rialto—“Raffles” (UA) (2,000; 40- 
65-85-$1) (3d week). Second week 
touched $39,100, very substantial. 
Marx Bros.’ “Animal Crackers” due 
Aug. 21. 


Rivoli—“Manslaughter” (Par) (2,- 
200: 40-65-85-$1) (3d week). Three 
weeks sufficient: 2d stanza, $26,700. 
“Eyes of the World” opens Thurs- 
day (14). 

Roxy — “Common Clay” (Fox) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1.50) (2d week). 
Nearly $35,000 climb from previous 
week, lots of business at any time 
and material for bragging in sum- 
mer; 2d week-end (9-10), with 
cooler weather prevailing, topped 
opening ditto by $5,000. For first 


time in months safely over the cen- 
tury mark, for $108,300 last week. 

Strand—“Flirting Widow” (FN) 
(2,900; 35-50-75). Farce had reached 
second and third runs elsewhere 
when belatedly getting Broadway 
spotting. Not important at $19,400. 

Winter Garden—‘Dawn Patrol” 
(FN) (1,416; 35-85-$1) (5th week). 
Air picture still wowing; reported 
$28,500 for last week and run very 
much indefinite. Jolson’s “Big Boy” 
eventually follows. 


ST. P. NO LIKE SEX FILMS 
St. Paul, Aug. 12. 
One week after one sex film went 
floppo for about a grand, another 
moved into the loop grind Shubert 
with “Street of Forgotten Women.” 
Biz not at all encouraging. 


MASTBAUM’S $46,000 
CORKING BIZ lit PHILA. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 

Business in the downtown picture 
houses took an upward trend last 
week, despite some of the hottest 
weather of the summer. Hard to 
account for this apparent descrep- 
ancy except by attributing good at- 
tendance to unusual pulling powers 
of the pictures. 

Mastbaum had a corking week 
with $46,000, at least five grand over 
its summer average, and up seven 
over previous week. Plenty of rea- 
son for that boost, but most im- 
portant factor was probably pres- 
ence of Davey Lee in a personal ap- 
pearance to head the stage bill. 

The Stanton again surprised by 
reporting $10,000 for the 3d week of 
“The Big House.” Earle had a good 
week with $18,000 for “The Matri- 
monial Bed” (screen), and new stage 
show. 
“Holiday” got $17,000 in 2d week 
at Stanley, good tragle, but picture 
was sliding sharply at end of week 
and goes out tonight (12). Ann 
Harding has won a real following 
here as the result of this highly- 
praised film. 
“The Dawn Patrol” skidded badly 
in 3d week at the Boyd, to $9,000 in 
four days, but “Raffles,” which 
opened Friday, looked very promis- 
ing, with better than $8,000 reported 
in first two days. Notices very fa- 
vorable, 
Fox had a rather disappointing 
week after its big business the week 
before. Last week’s stage program 
was so-so and film, “Hell’s Island,” 
less than that. Not $25,000 on week. 
No big ones are lined up for near 
future although this month is be- 
ing extensively advertised as War- 
ner silver anniversary celebration. 
Estimates for Last Week) 
Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)—“For 
the Defense” (Par). William Powell 
picture liked, but stage bill with 
Davey Lee in person, Creatore, 
leading orchestra, and Charley 
Kaley, m. c., turned the trick, giving 
house fine gross of $46,000, five or 
$6,000 over summer average. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—“Holi- 
day” (Pathe) 2d week. Got $17,000, 
very good. Attendance slumped to- 
ward end, and run ends tonight. 
Stanton (2,700; 25-35)—‘Big 
House” (M-G-M). Pleasantest sur- 
prise of summer. Held up to $10,000 
in 8d week, so good stayed for 4th. 
May even try 5th. 

Fox (3,000; 90)—‘“Hell’s Island” 
(Col). Weakest picture house has 
had in long time. Stage bill helped 
some, but gross dropped to $25,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘“Dawn 
Patrol” (istN). Got but $9,000 in 
last four days of three weeks’ stay. 

Earl (2,000; 35-65)—‘‘Matrimonial 
Bed” (WB). Good picture and good 
stage show, without anything star- 
tling. Good at $18,000. 


Karliton (1,000; 50)—‘‘Notorious 
Affair’ (1stN). Off little, but okay 
at $5,000. 


‘HOLIDAY’ TO $45,000 AT 
FOX, FRISCO’S HIGH 


San Francisco, Aug. 12. 

Grosses are generally high during 
“Greater Talkie Week” here. 

Coast showmen have always clung 
to the belief that by designating a 
certain week as “greater” the public 
is bound to respond in terms of big- 
ger cash outlay. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (5,000; 50-65-75-$1)—“Holi- 
day” (Pathe). Did well from open- 
ing and will garner $45,000. Very 
few outside films get into Fox. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90)— 
“The Big House” (Metro). Bowing 


up with nice $14,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,698; 35-50- 
War” (Par). 
Claimed $17,000, which would be 
good. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90)—“‘Manslaughter” (Par). Liked 
and touching $18,000, very good here, 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35-50- 
90)—‘*Journey’s End” (Tiff). Pretty 
good at $10,000. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,270; 25-35- 
50)—“Rain or Shine” (Col.). Rushed 
in on two days’ notice. Fair at $9,- 
000. Exploitation with short prep- 
aration good. 

Golden Gate (R-K-O) (2,485; 30- 
40-50-65)—“Night Work” (Pathe). 
3uilding consistently through quan- 
tity policy. Up to $17,009. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50-65- 
$90)—“Slightly Damaged” (Fox). 
Profit here in $7,000. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50)— 
“Western Front” (WU). Holding up 
strong in 2d week of 2d run; $7,500. 


‘MAIDSTONE 


JUST LIKE A STORY BOOK 


The social elite of the world 
marvel at the Maidstone’s quiet 
elegance, the beauty of its appoint- 
ments, its cuisine and its wonderful 
entertainments and dances. for 
which a famous MEYER DAVIS 
ORCHESTRA plays. 

Really the MAIDSTONE CLUB 
is like a living page from the world 
Almanac de Gotha, 


RAIN OR SHINE, WASH., 
H. 0., BIG AT $11,000 


. Washington, Aug. 12. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Hot 


It’s silver jubilee week for the 
Warner houses and Eddie Cantor 
made a week of personal appear- 
ances at the. Earle. Expense may 
have been justified for the splurge 
but the house came far from get- 
ting anywhere near the nut. Met 
didn’t do so much either with “3 
Faces East.” 

Real money getter of the week 
was Waring’s Pennsylvanians at the 
habit Palace. This band played here 
several years ago for many weeks 
and it was like a homecoming. 
About only house, on comparative 
basis, to meet the opposition was 
the R-K-O with Columbia’s “Rain 
or Shine.” Enough was garnered 
to hold over, 


Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew)—‘“Raffles” (UA) 

(1,232; 35-50). 2d week and felt it; 
$10,000. 
Earle (Warner)—‘Bright Lights” 
(FN) and Eddie Cantor in person 
(2,244; 35-50). Cost of stage star 
added plenty to overhead; $18,000. 
Not big. 

Fox (Fox)—"“Cheer Up and Smile” 
(Fox) stage show (3,434; 35-50). 
Naturally off but got by fairly well 
to about $18,000. 


Met (Warner)—"3 Faces East” 
(WB) (1,585; 35-50). Not so good 
at $8,000. This and other Warner 


house, Earle, went back on current 
week to a graduated scale of prices. 
making the balcony 15c cheaper. 
Houses first to jump to one price 
proposition and have now reached 
conclusion only way those of Wash- 
ington can be gotten into the bal- 
cor is to scale it ‘lower. 

Palace (Loew)—‘Way Out West” 
(M-G), Waring’s Pennsylvanians on 
stage (2,363; 35-50-60-75). Com- 
bination couldn’t be stopped in this 
house; $25,000. 

R-K-O (Keith’s)—‘Rain or Shine” 
(Columbia) (1,878; 35-50). On ac- 
tual comparative basis, better than 
others; $11,000. 


Women Flock to ‘Common Clay 


5 e 


Chi.; ‘Raffles Not So Strong There 


MONTREAL WITH NICE 
WEATHER DID NICELY 


Montreal, Aug. 12. 
(Draw. Pop., 600,000) 
Weather: Fine 


Grosses soared last week with 
stand-out pictures and returning 
vacationists. Midget golf is eating 
into grosses for neighborhoods, 

Palace came out in front with 
“The Unholy Three,” heavily bally- 
hooed. Got $15,000, a figure not 
reached at this house for a number 
of weeks, 

Capitol had “The Love Career” 
and good shorts with the only or- 
chestra in town. $14,500 way over 
past few weeks’ average. 

Loew’s ran stand-out vaude and 
“Czar of Broadway,” with matinees 
heavier than usual holding up well. 
$13,500 satisfactory for time of year. 
Princess picked up on “Hot Curves” 
to $7,500. Imperial picture, “Ven- 
geance” in combo bill and drew bet- 
ter at $7,000. 

Neighborhoods only fair. 


Estimates for Last Week 


~Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75) —Un- 
holy Three” (M-G-M). Big bally- 
hoo brought in $15,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75)—“Love 
Career” (M-G-M). Native daugh- 
ter, Norma Shearer, always big draw 
here. Shorts and orchestra. Pick- 
up from previous week at $14,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-65)—“Czar 
of Broadway” (Col). About 60-50 
with vaude. $13,500, nice for season. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-55)— 


“Hot Curves” (Tiff-Stahl). Im- 
proved gross to $7,500. 
Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60)— 


“Vengeance” (Col). Strongest item 
in program and bettered gross to 
$7,000. 

Roxy (Ind) (600; 50)—“Street of 
Illusion” (Col). Up to $2,500. 


DROP OF $14,000. LAST 
WEEK AT INDIANA 


Indianapolis, Aug. 12. 
(Draw. pop., 450,000) 
Weather: hot 


Skouras-Publix took a rap last 
week at the Indiana with “Road to 
Paradise” after breaking the b. o. 
top with $34,000 the week before. 
Loew’s Palace had “Raffles” with 
the “News” tieing-up on the stunt. 
Hoosiers were stirred over the con- 
test to detect “Raffles” on the street. 
Trick is considered partially respon- 
sible for the fair biz. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-50-65) 
—‘Road to Paradise’ (FN) with 
Heidt band on stage. Fair at $20,000. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-40-50)— 
“Numbered Men” (FN). Average at 
$8,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,800; 25-35-50) 
—‘Raffles’ UA). Colman popular 
here; $12,700. 

Apollo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 25-35-50) 
—‘Dancing Sweeties” (W). Fair; 
$4,300. 

Ohio (Publix) (1,400; 25-35)—"So- 
cial Lion” (Par); $2,100, good for 
house. 

Lyric (4th Ave.) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
—‘Wild Company” (Fox). Fair and 


good vaude boosted to $9,000. 


Par, B’klyn, Hits Lowest Yet, $31,000, 
With “Anybody's War” and Paul Ash 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Aug, 12. 

At the point where locals meet 
expresses and where the department 
stores have clustered, a four-circuit 
fight goes briskly forward, giving 
Brooklyn what significance and in- 
terest it possesses theatrically. 

Publix, R-K-O and Loew each has 
its outpost and lavish special book- 
ing, managerial and exploitation ef- 
forts to keep up with one another. 
Publix, through the Paramount, is 
the traditional leader by a heavy 
margin. But that margin was 
threatened and greatly reduced last 
week, 

A combination of heat and “Any- 
body’s War” let down the Par- 
amount to $31,000, lowest gross in 
house’s history. At the same time 
the Fox, where heroic measures of 
resuscitation have been launched, 
was able to get around $24,000. 
Never before has the Fox gotten 
within the 10-G bracket of its big 
competitor. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Fox—“Good Intentions” (4,000; 25- 


50). Since reducing scale, bright- 
ening marquee and applying turpen- 
tine this house has been challenge 
of increasing menace. Last week 
Frank Richardson made personal 
appearance with his picture as 
added feature. $24,000. 

Paramount — “Anybody’s War” 
(Par) (4,000; 35-50-75). Moran and 
Mack comedy badly snubbed by this 
end of the B. M. T. Paul Ash pinch- 
hitting here for Rudy Vallee. Very 
low at $31,000 for new “bottom.” 

Albee—“Lawful Larceny” (Radio) 
(3,248; 35-60-75). Hardly more than 
average at $13,200, although recent 
weeks have seen considerably fewer 
six-bit donations. House receives 
special attention from R-K-O. As 
with three other downtown deluxers, 
lots of stage show and novelty to 
go with the flicker. 

Metropolitan— “Bad One” (UA) 
(3,577; 40-50-75). Slightly larger 
capacity does not account for con- 
sistent though sometimes small edge 
the Loew house has on its R-K-O 
neighbor. In general draws a better 
grade of film, $13,700. 


Chicago, Aug. 12, 

In spite of the insistence of the 
local dailies that Chi was the cold. 
est spot in the country, it was hot, 
Business steady in the loop, with 
only a couple of standout houses, 

After flopping with her previous 
visit with “True to the Navy,” Clara 
Bow came back somewhat with 
“Love Among the Millionaires” at 
the Oriental. Press department 
toned down mightly on the “it” gir 
exploitation and boosted the rest of 
the comedy cast. 

At the Chicago “Man from Wy, 
oming” was a _ disappointment, 
Pretty soon the producers are going 
to run out of states. At $38,000 for 
this house, it’s a worry. Figure 
represents a drop in two weeks of 
$22,000. 

The remarkable house of the loop 
is the Roosevelt, where “Common 
Clay” finished its third week at 
$28,000, the figure for the previous 
week. Tear-jerker is getting a tre. 
mendous play from_ the ladies, 
“Dawn Patrol,” run flicker at the 
McVicker’s, continues strong, close 
ing its first regular week to $33,000, 
Total for first nine days, $43,700, 
nifty figure. 

For the first time since the Pale 
ace was opened as vaudfilm it takeg 
second money to the rival State. 
Lake. The State-Lake had its best 
week in months, taking a sweet 
$17,800. Credit goes to two things— 
the excellent bill; a perfect variety 
line-up of names and performers, 
together with a good program pice 
ture. The second was the extension 
of the morning prices into the aftere 
noon, giving a tremendous boost to 
the usually weak mats. 

“Rain or Shine” had fair opening 
week at the Woods, getting mixed 
notices. “Raffles” slid badly in 2@ 
week at the United Artists, and 
yanked. “Holiday” replaced. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000 
50-75-85)—"“Man from Wyoming” 
(Par). Stage show. Off seven 
grand from previous week; down to 
wobbly $38,000. 


McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.) (1,« 
865; 50-75-85) —“Dawn Patrol” 
(FN). Steady and strong pace for 
air film, finishing first week at $33, 
700; nine days, $43,700. Kids and 
men going for this one. 

Monroe (Fox) (1,000; 25-40)—~ 
“Arizona Kid” (Fox). City pretty 
much milked for this one and oke 
here at $3,300. House closes this 
Thursday (14) for two weeks, reno- 
vation and big screen, such as a 
number of local neighborhoods have, 


Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85) —“Love Among Million. 
aires” (Par). Stage show. House 
continues on the right side at $32,« 
500. Afraid of this picture, but re¢ 
turns pleasing. 


Orpheum (Warner) (799; 35-50)—< 
“Unholy Three” (Metro). Another 
2d run, but held up at $4,300. 

Palace (R-K-O) (2,300; 50-75-85) 
—“‘Nightwork” (Pathe). Vaude, 
Picture didn’t click. Only Eddie 
Dowling as real name on stage. Off 
somewhat to $15,700. 


Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,500; 
50-75-85)—“Common Clay” (Fox). 
Remarkable way flicker holding to 
stead pace, with the dames flocking 
in for a chance to use hanky. Esti- 
mated patronage 90% female. 2d 
week, $28,000. 

State-Lake (R-K-O) (2,700; -35< 
50-75)—“Inside the Lines” (Radio). 
Vaude. Joy at this house at $17,800; 
best mark in many weeks. Shows 
what can be done with real variety 
entertainment and exploitation of 
afternoon bargains. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (L- 
700; 50-75-85)—“Raffles” (UA). 
Only two fair weeks. First week, 
$26,900; second, final, weak at $19, 
000. Drew only Colman fans. “Holi- 
day” (Pathe) current. 

Woods (R-K-O) (1,200; 50-75-85) 
—“Rain or Shine” (Col). Opened 
with special preview. Joe Cook not 
known particularly to film fans 
Started slowly but built steadily. 
First week will do at $13,000. 


Pitt. Goes for Sex Films 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. 


This burg went sexy all of a sud- 
den last week. With “Unguarded 
Giris” playing “for women only” at 
Pitt and “Her Unborn Child” at 
Harris, with management recom-= 
mending it “for adults only.” Bot 
houses did their best business yer 
long time. B. o. lines all week, 4? 
both pictures held over. 


Harris had already announced 
“Back Pay” as new attraction, but 
held picture back when “Child 
spurted sensationally. First hold- 
over for Harris since last fall, whe? 
‘Flight” played three weeks. 

Pittsburgh has a reputation and 
going for the sex stuff. Dr. M. sar = 
Taylor and a few athers in oe 
same class have mopped plen\ 
bere in the last two or three yeal* 
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Wednesday, August 13, 1930 


PICTURE CROSSES 


VARIETY 9 


BUY 


A., with $25,000 for Par: 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
(Drawing Pop., 1,500,000) 
. Weather: Cool and fair 


1 ess is looking up. It has 

a bit stronger week by 

k for the past month even 
though prone to be spotty. 

This week the Paramount is scin- 
tillating with “Sap from Syracuse 
on which Jack Oakie may ride for 
around $25,000. If that figure is 
reached it will be among the sum- 
mer standouts for this Publix house. 

eanwhile the Criterion continues 
on its jubilant way ina second week 
of about $21,500 for “Blushing 
Brides.” This theatre has had the 
best summer by far of any spot in 
Weyarners have given up the stage 
shows. Special campaign has been 
started for “Moby Dick x at the 
Downtown and “Top Speed” at the 
Hollywood, both of which arrive 
Friday without stage support. 

“Dawn Patrol” comes in tomorrow 
(13) to the Orpheum, so the coming 
screen splash may be said to in- 

urate the uicw season. 
amAnother picture which is sparkling 
a@ little is “Hell's Island,” at the 
R-K-O. House is on its way to a 
$16,000 week, the best figure on this 
corner in months. 

“Holiday” opened well after a slow 
advance sale suddenly quickened 
just before the premiere. News- 
paper campaign on this one has 
stressed the intelligence of the film 
and for the reason a letter has gone 
out to film editors asking that they 
not ignore the picture after writing 
their reviews. Idea.is that if the 
public is to be educated by talk- 
ers, this is the type of realism 
Which will do it. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Boulevard (Fox)—‘“‘One Mad Kiss” 
(Fox) (2,164; 25-50). Cut in half 
from previous week; mediocre $4,- 
500. 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—“Holiday” 
(Pathe) (1,500; 75-$1.50) (ist wk). 
Very satisfactory $12,000 for open- 
ing three days. ‘“‘Whoopee” (Gold- 
Wyn) about set to follow, with 
“Madame Satan,” formerly in line, 
switched for future spotting in Cri- 
terion downtown. “Holiday” figured 
for maximum of six weeks. 


Chinese (Fox)—‘“Hell’s Angels” 
(Caddo) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (11th wk). 
Able to step ahead a pace or two 
for $21,500. But that’s still shy of 
overhead requirements. Dropping 
of stage show will effect important 
economy, making continuance spec- 
ulative. 

Criterion (Fox)—“Our Blushing 
Brides” (Metro) (1,600; 25-75) (2d 
wk). Sportive $21,500 for second 
week of mannequin melodrama. 
Succession of sweet attractions has 
lifted this house from compara- 
tively unimportant side streeter to 
rendezvous of town’s flaps. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox)—“Good In- 
tentions” (Fox) (1,800: 20-65). 
=> getting chronic. Sickly $5,- 


State (Loew-Fox)—“Song o’ My 
Heart” (Fox) (2,024; 25-$1). Will 
have around $20,000, only s0-so. 
Follows prior engagement at Chi- 
ese. 


Orpheum—“Dixiana” (Radio) (2,- 
270; 50-75) (3d wk). Third week of 
$8,000 expected. Tomorrow (13) 
house gets “Dawn Patrol.” Some 
anxiety as to possible Mtigation fol- 
lowing suits by Caddo and Tiffany 
charging infringement. 

Pantages (Fox)—“The Unholy 
Three” (Metro) (2,700; 20-40-65-90). 
Rather light is interpretation of 
$15,500, 

Paramount (Publix)—“Sap from 
Syracuse” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). Jack 

akie seems to be ingratiating him- 
Self with local fans. Comedy stands 
00d chance to clock $25,000, un- 
usually virile, 


bie K-O—“Hell’s Island” (Colum- 
la) (2,950; 30-65). Outstanding 
Performance by Holt-Graves melo- 
- ma with $16,000 best take in 
tight weeks, House using vaude 
preview” gag Monday nights. 
rs ally tryouts. Stands house around 

pan boosting gate for night $200 


wp nited Artists (Pub-UA)— 
affles” (TA) (2,100; 25-$1) (3d, 
nal wk). Final five days, $8,700. 
ntown (WB)—‘‘Scearlet Pages” 
“) (1,800; 50-75) (ist wk). Reg- 


Ular $18,000, 
200. Stage shows vamoose 
this Thursday 


H 


¥wood (WB) — “Matrimonial 
Also (2,756; 25-75) (st wk). 
Aro Topping stage end this week. 

und $19,000. Not enough. | 


[STAGE SHOW WITH ALL 
TWIN PERFORMERS 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 12. 
(Draw Pop, 400,000) 


Three fair comedy films got away 
good last week. Most houses are 
holding big bookings for Greater 
Talker Season, opening Aug. 16. 
Clicking comedies were “Sap from 
Syracuse,” at the Paramount, and 
“Way Out West,” at the Fox- 
Broadway, with “Love Among Mil- 
lionaires” running poor third at the 
Rialto. “Raffles” had okay 2d week 
at the United Artists and closed. 

All local houses are together to 
boost a bull market for the Greater 
Season plug. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“Way Out West” (M-G-M) regis- 
tered. F. & M.’s “Seeing Double,” 
stage show, clever, all twin per- 
formers; $15,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,500; 25-50) 
—‘‘Sap from Syracuse” (Par). Over 
big. Stage show of Publix acts with 
local girl line-up. Fair; $14,500. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25-50) 
—‘Night Work,” program feature, 
fair. Five stage acts; $8,000. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60). 2d week of “Raffles” 
(UA) held up; $5,800. 

Rialto (Publix) (2,000; 25-50)— 
“Love Among Millionaires” (Par). 
No raves, but fair draw. Too trite. 
$6,100. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)— — “Hell’s Island” (Col). Fair; 
$6,200. 


2 TIED AT $14,000 IN 
TORONTO LAST WEEK 


Toronto, Aug. 12. 
(Draw, pop., 800,000) 
Weather: hot 

Fact that Uptown closed for re- 
pairs, Royal Alexander dark, and a 
public holiday thrown in didn’t help 
biz. Too hot. 

Tivoli opened its fall season a 
month earlier, but first two weeks 
were sad disappointments. Neither 
“Holiday” nor “Song o' My Heart” 
went over. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Tivoli (1,600; 35-65)—“Song o’ My 


Heart” (Fox). Little better than 
former grosses; $14,000. 
Imperial (3,500; 30-60) — “Man 


from Wyoming” (Par). Vaude oke. 
Helped by holiday; $15,500. 

Shea’s Hip (2,600; 30-60)—“Good 
Listeners” (Fox). Vaude helped 
most; $14,000. 

Loew’s (2,200; 
Children.” No 
$12,000. 


‘WYOMING’ DROPS PAR, 
PROV. TO LOW, $10,000 


Providence, Aug. 12. 
(Draw. Pop., 315,000) 
Weather: Hot 


Heat responsible for low trade last 
week. Only one or two spots held 


35-60)—“Sins of 
drawing power; 


gave Loew's State the 

ad. 

“ Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50)— 
“Raffles” (UA). Good shorts. $19,000 
reported. Down a peg, but good 
considering the season. 

R-K-O Albee (2,500; 15-50)— 
“Western Front” (U). 2d and final 
week. Feature slipped to almost 
one-half of sensational gross of first 
week. Slump caused feature to be 
pulled out for “Holiday,” which 
opened Saturday (9). 

R-K-O Victory (1,600; 15-50)— 
“Captain of Guard” (U). More proof 
that town is .taboo on musicals. 
$6,500; under average. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘Man 
from Wyoming” (Par). Entertain- 
ing, but that’s all. Dropped to $10,- 


300; lowest since house opened in 
June. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Hell’s Island” (Col), and “Loose 
Ankles” (FN). Columbia feature 
okay but “Ankles” razzed. $10,000; 
slizhtlv less than average. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—‘Numbered | 
Men” (WB). Vaude. House has} 


only vaude in town; helping. 


$7,- | could 


ADVISES 


Operating Opposition Thea- 
tres in Pools Forbidden— 
Must Be Outright Trans- 
action—Question Up in 
Paramount - West Coast 
Proposal—May Go 
Through Under Condi- 
tions Imposed 


PRODUCT ALLOCATION 


Washington, Aug. 12. 

It’s understood the Department of 
Justice has advised questioning pic- 
ture theatre circuits that its ap- 
proval will be withMeld from any 
opposing circuits or theatres pooling 
operation. The Dept. is reported to 
have also advised it will hold no 
objection if chains make bonafide 
purchases or leases of one another’s 


theatres, but they must be bonafide 
without collusion or evasion. 
These opinions are said to have 
been passed in the matter of Fox 
West Coast and Paramount Publix. 
Both have local theatres opposing 
each other on the Pacific Slope. Re- 
posts have been the two circuits 
were about to make a deal between 
themselves for joint operation. 


With the report as above reach- 
ing New York, it was said that Fox 
and Paramount may proceed along 
the lines of the Department of Jus- 
tice opinion in the matter of their 
respective theatres in Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Seattle and Port- 
land. This will devolve upon Fox 
to buy or lease the Publix houses 
in those cities, with the presumption 
the deal will have to be made in all 
of the four owns or none. 

It is said that if Fox deals with 
Paramount along these lines, it may 
also follow the procedure if War- 
ners wish to leave the coast as thea- 
tre operators. Warner Brothers has 
houses in Los Angeles with pro- 
posed new theatres in a couple of 
other coast spots. 

A Fox official stated late last week 
he thought the coast deal with P-P 
would be closed within the next 
three weeks. P-P men did not seem 
to feel so confident of an immediate 
closure. 


Probable Leasing 


Reports are that if Fox West 
Coast lease the Publix houses as the 
probable course, that an allocation 
of picture product will have to be 
adjusted. This allocation, from ac- 
counts, is 2 demand on the part of 
P-P and presumably to ensure 
Paramount as much income from is 
product on the coast in the specified 
cities as it has been securing 
through its own houses. 

It ig claimed that if Fox West 
Coast lease the Paramount coast 
houses, the leases will read for an 
amount that will virtually guaran- 
tee Paramount a profit from the 
theatres alone. This would leave 
Fox West Coast in the position of 
turning losers into winners besides 
adding on the guaranteed amounts. 

As previously reported in “Va- 
riety,” the Publix theatres on the 
coast are estimated going into the 
red for a weekly amount of not less 
than $20,000. 

The advantage of holding the 
coast solely to itself without the 
Paramount opposition, and exclu- 
sively so if Fox also makes a deal 
with Warners, may have its favor- 
able aspects for Fox when consid- 
ering the costs. 

Whether a similar arrangement 
would follow with Fox in other 
cities, whereby Fox would sell or 
lease its eastern deluxe houses to 


the opposition, such as Detroit, 
Brooklyn, etc., is not reported. The 
story persists that Fox may place 
|its eastern deluxes with Loew's 


Under the 
be accomplished, with 


departmental ruling that | 


$34,300 and $33,500 Samples of Big 
Biz in Ptsbg., Despite Red Hot Wk 


ALL 3 LEADERS BOOM; 
BARGAIN MAT SCALE 


Kansas City, Aug. 12. 


It sure looks like this town was 
gettin’ cheap when one sees the 
long lines in front of the downtown 
theatres before the one o'clock dead- 
line for the matinee prices, 

Both Newman and Loew’s Mid- 
land offer a 25 cent price for the 
afternoon shows. The only dif- 
ference is that the Newman’s prices 
change at one and the Midland’s 
at five. 

At the Mainstreet where the 35 
cent price is in effect until five 
o'clock, the bunch lines up for the 
openings just the same, 

Strong pictures in the three lead- 
ers last week drew the fans down- 
town in spite of the 100 degree tem- 
perature, and business was on the 
increase. 

“All Quiet on the Western Front” 
at regular house prices, 60 cent top, 
did not crash as hard for the open- 
ing as was expected, but built every 
day and was sent to the Royal for 
a second week’s run. 

At the Midland ‘‘Blushing Brides” 
was just what the women, old and 
young, wanted and the mats were 
capacity all of the time. 

Mainstreet, with “Dawn Patrol’ 
and a strong stage show, headed by 
Ledova (another Kansas City girl), 
was again the best amusement bar- 
gain in town. 

Pantages changed policy again 


Friday, and is now showing the F. 


& M. units in addition to the first 
run pictures. 


Last Week’s Estimates 


Mainstreet—“Dawn Patrol” (First 
National) (3,200; 25-35-50-60). 
Critics jumped on this feature and 
accused the authors and directors 
of infringing but gave it credit as 
good entertainment, Stage show 
much more to the liking of the reg- 


ulars; $23,700; big. 
Loew’s Mid land—“ Blushing 
Brides” (M-G-M) (4,000; 25-40). 


The femmes went for it strong and 
the two-bit mats were capacity, 
with the nights holding well; $17,- 
600. 

Newman—“All Quiet on the West- 
ern Front” (U) (1,890; 25-35-50-60). 
First pop showing; $16,900, very 
good, 

Pantages—‘“Women Everywhere” 
(Fox) (2,200; 25-50). This was the 
last week of the straight picture 
policy adopted a few weeks ago, 
during which time the receipts have 
been gradually slipping. Customers 
are not satisfied without a stage 
show and business was nothing big; 
$5,800, 8 days. 

Royal—“Queen High” (Par) (840; 
25-35-50). Feature just another 
light musical comedy romance which 
proved fair hot weather entertain- 
ment, but no startling draw; $3,700. 


$20,400 FOR ‘PATROL’ 
IN HOT NON-COOLER 


Newark, N. J., Aug. 12. 
(Draw. pop., 850,000) 
Weather: hot 


Intolerable weather took its toll 
but was met in some houses by fine 
programs that drew. Successive 
closing of houses helps those open 
with something real to offer. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Branford (WB) (2,350: 25-50-65) 
—‘What a Man” (Sono). Stage 
show. “Surprise Week,” with noth- 
ing announced, drew well: $19,200. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—“‘Caught Short” (Metro) and “No- 
torious Affair’ (FN): $4,600. 

Loew’s State (2,800: 35-50-60)— 
“Let Us Be Gay” (Metro). Winter 
business; $17,500. 

Mosque (WBE) (3,281: 25-50-60)— 
“Dawn Patrol” (FN), Best 
month. Would have come near rec- 
ord in cooled house: $20,400. 

Rialto (WB) (1,762: 25-50-60)— 
“Dancing Sweeties” (FN). Nothing 
here and house closes: $5,700. 

R-K-O Proctor’s (2.650: 25-50-60) 
—"Inside the Lines” (Radio), Vaude. 
Down considerable; $12,500. 


meanwhile holding the stock con- 
trol of Loew’s. 

The Fox eastern deluxes, 
lately reduced scales, 


despite 


are reported 


Fox | going along currently in the red, 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
Weather: Hot 
Uncommon seasonal resistance 


here last week. Despite sweltering 
heat, main stem stands turned in 
their best hot weather figures in 
years. It’s tough to place a finger 
on the exact reason for the sur- 
prising spurt, but there were crowds 
a block long in front of several of 
the big houses often during the 
week. 


Stanley led the town again with 
“The Dawn Patrol,” turning in a 
remarkable $34,300 for site's 
best figure in over a year, winter or 
summer. “Blushing Brides” a nat- 
ural at Penn. At $33,500, repre- 
sented plenty of strength, with 
women in line constantly for mats. 

No accounting either for splendid 
$10,800 for “One Romantic Night” 
at Aldine unless Lillian Gish may 
still be a draw. 

In East Liberty, Enright picked 
up a few more grand with “For 
the Defense” and, backed by ex- 
cellent stage show, got back into 
the dough again with $14,800. Two- 
fisted Dix melodrama, “Shooting 
Straight,” okay at Sheridan Square. 
About $5,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Aldine (Loew's) (1,900; 35-50. 
This out-of-the-way site doing best 
summer biz in years. “One Ro- 
mantic Night” (UA) rated excellent 
$10,750 despite more or less apa- 
thetic cricks. Carriage trade no- 
ticed, indicating Lillian Gish still 
holds a class draw. 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-40- 
60). Warner’s dog house in East 
Liberty showing signs of life. Up 
a few more grand with “For the 
Defense” (Par). $14,800. Dick 
Powell's return to this site, where 
he has always been a fav, as m, ¢., 
should mean something. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75)—“‘Blushing Brides” and $33,- 
500 signify the old, sure-fire hoke 
still goes. 

Sheridan Sq. (Radio) (1,200; 25- 
35-50)—“Shooting Straight” (Radio) 
satisfactory at $5,000. Two-fisted 
melo okay for this naborhood stand. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
“Dawn Patrol” (FN). Smash at 
$34,300. Started off furiously, slip- 
ped a little in fourth day, only to 
come back plenty strong. House's 
best figure in about 18 months, Last 
few weeks have meant money at 
Stanley where before house staff 
used to celebrate if they even came 
close to a break. 


BALTO WELL HEATED; ~ 


“RAFFLES” $20,500 


Baltimore, Aug. 12, 
(Draw pop., 850,000) 
Weather: hot 


Hot weather was a big opposition 
again last week, but the houses with 
the coolers came through satisfac- 
torily. 

The big Stanley again topped the 
Century, “Raffles” the bill. New was 
just fair with “Shooting Straight,” 
and the uptown Metropolitan ditto 
with “Nan McGrew.” 

Rivoli, Auditorium and Hippo- 
drome still dark. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (Loew)—“Raffles” (3,600; 
25-60). Very big until Thursday, 
when heat slowed up pace. Topped 
town at $20,500. 

Century (Loew) — “Anybody’s 
War” (3,200; 25-60). Matinee pic- 
ture and nights off. Got class draw 
and not all of house regular. Stage 
unit went over big. Okay at $9,000. 

Valencia (Loew)—“Bride of Regi- 
ment” (1,200; 25-35). Big musical, 
first running here. Wellliked. Busi- 
ness never big but satisfactory; 
$2,700. 

Parkway 


(Loew)—‘Love Among 
Millionaires” (1,000; 25-35). Far 
from wow when first-running at 
Stanley. Struck somewhat better 
stride up here, but well below house 
average: $2,200. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers)—“Western 
Front” (2,500; 25-50). Started big 
previous Friday on first pop. price 
showing here. Did very well despite 
weather and opposition; $7,500. 

New (Mechanic) —“Shooting 
Straight” (1,500; 25-50). Hot in hot 
weather doldrums. Not cooled and 
too late to do anything about it. 
Business 50% of average; $5,500. 

Met (Warner) —“Nan McGrew” 
(15-50). Another house hit by hot 


weather; $3,500. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, August 12, 1939 


No Water for Bathing in Ky.; 
Long Drought and Heat Force 


Several Towns 


to Ration Schedule 


Louisville, Aug. 12. 
(Draw Pop. 500,000) 
Weather; Hot 

This city’s six-month drought and 
heat wave. continued last. week. 
Slight relief from clouds and local 
showers last half. 

Water is now being rationed in a 
number of nearby towns; many are 
on curtailed service, while other 
places are replenishing their supply 
by hauling. Only enough water re- 
mained in one town’s reservoir to 
provide a fire-fighting supply for 
two hours. People in some places 
had no water for coffee and iced tea, 
while water for bathing was out of 
the question. 

Oil refining companies have 
placed their tank cars at the dis- 
pesal of communities desperate for 
water. Assistance from War De- 
partment trucks in carrying water 
is being sought. Cattle is being sold 
in record lots at record prices by 
farmers whose stock is suffering 
from the lack of food and water. 

Extreme heat and high humidity 
have put the skids under more pee- 
wee golf courses. A half-dozen are 
reported nearly ready to follow the 
lead of the first to close here, less 
than two weeks ago. 

Grosses showed general strength 
last week with the better films get- 
ting the best business. “Let Us Be 
Gay” charmed audiences at Loew’s 
where the take went to $15,100. Paul 
Whiteman scored second place in 
“King of Jazz,” with exploitation 
in 24 downtown windows. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 40— 
“Not Damaged” (Fox). Strong 
matinees with steady femme pa- 
tronage helped Lois Moran and 
Walter Byron to nice take, $4,100. 

Mary Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387; 
30-50)—"“Sweet Mamma” (Par). 
Alice White in not-so-hot comedy. 
$2,900. 

Brown (Brown) (1,509; 15-25-40) 
—‘‘Sergeant Grischa” (Radio) first 
half. did about $2,400, while “The 
Racketeer” (Radio) last half gath- 
ered nearly $1,600. $4,000 for seven 
days and oke, 

Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50)— 
“Sap From Syracuse” (Par). Light 
at $3,500. 

State (Loew) (3,252; 35-50—“Let 
Us Be Gay” (M-G). Disney ani- 
mated cartoons also have pulling 
power and Haden Read’s organlog 
only regular songfest in town. $15,- 
100. Extra! Extra! 

Strand (4th Ave.) (1,865; 85-50)— 
“King of Jazz’ (U). Less than ex- 
pected but satisfactory. Capacity in 
colored gallery, $8,500. 


BOSTON’S BAD FALL OFF: 
SAP’ $26,300, AT MET. 


Boston, Aug. 12. 
(Draw Pop, 850,000) 

Weather, Hot 
With every legit house 
the suburbs taking it on 
because of the heat, the 
ated theatres also found 

moving last week. 
Second week of “Little Accident” 
at the Keith Memorial rolled in but 

$15,600. 

At Loew's State where the sum- 


shut and 
the chin 
refriger- 
it tough 


mer business has maintained a 
worthy average, “Raffles” did 
$18,000, slumping over the week- 
end. 


Metropolitan took a slide but this 
was no surprise. The Keith-Albee 


at $12,600 also a disappointment. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Met (4,000; 35-50) “Sap From | 
Syracuse” (Par). $26,300. | 
State (3,500; 35-50) “Raffles’| B 


A.). $18,000. 


Keith-Memorial (4,000; 35-60) 
“Little Accident” (F. N.). $15,600. 

Keith-Albce (3,000; 35-60) 
“Sweethearts and Wives” (F, N.). 


$12,600. 


Denver’s Fair Grosses 


In City’s Fair Weather | ; 


Denver, Aug. 12. 
(Draw. pop., 400,000) 
Weather: fair 

With weather favorable for out- 
doors, grosses not what they might 
have been. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—"“Three Faces East”. (WB). 
Fair at $8,00: 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-60) 
—‘For the Defense” (Par); $13,000. 

Tabor (Bennett) (2,200; 25-35-60) 
—‘Midnight Mystery.” Down from 
week before; $6,200. 

Huffman’s America (1,500; 20-35- 


60)—“‘Dancink Sweeties” (WB). Not 
quite average; $4,500. 
Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-40-60) 


~—‘“In Gay Madrid.” Fair; $4,000. 


UNEXPECTED BREAK AT 
FISHER, DET., $26,100 


Detroit, Aug. 12. 


Continued hot weather giving 
every one plenty of worry except 
the beaches. These days it’s only 
a question of not losing too much. 
Stage show houses are forced to 
give better shows for the money to 
attract the public. 

The Michigan is finding personal 
appearances some help. “Three 
Faces East” despite star cast died 
for 10 days and leaves Friday. 
“Dawn Patrol” did only two weeks 
and two days instead of an ex- 
pected three or four-week run. 

Other attractions holding over. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Michigan—“Nan McGrew” (Par) 
(4,045; 35-50-75). Helen Kane in 
person and on the screen. Good 
business. $43,500. 

Fox—‘“Man Trouble” (Fox) (5,100; 
15-25-50). Still holding up with 
good matinees. Low scale makes 
money impossible; $39;- 
60. 

Fisher—‘“Way Out West” (MGM) 
(2,700; 35-40-65-75). Good picture 
helped. Usually gets fourth choice 
first run product, but this opera, 
originally picked for Michigan, had 
to be played; hence the break for 
the Fisher. three-a-day 
policy still holding up. $26,100. 

United Artists—‘Raffles” (UA) 
(2,000; 35-50-75-90). Held over as 
expected for 38d week. Drawing 
class and matinee trade. $14,100. 

Paramount—‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) 
(3,400; 35-50-75). Expected to last 
at least three weeks, but heat 
licked it. Good, considering. $11,800. 

State — “Three Faces East” 
(Pathe) (3,000; 35-50-75). Week 
and two days only. Picture died. 

Madison—“Our Blushing Brides” 
(MGM) (1,950; 35-50-75). Brought 
here after two good weeks at the 
Michigan and did nice 3d week. 


2 GOOD PAR FILMS 
LAND IN R-K-0’S, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

For the first time both R-K-O 
vaudfilm houses in town, the State- 
Lake and Palace, are playing Par- 
amount pictures. State-Lake has 
“Queen High,’ the Palace has 
“Grumpy,” both conceded as good 
pictures by the dailies, but turned 
down by the local Publix office. 


Fox’s 2,500-seater in Ossining 
Ossining, N. Y., Aug. 12. 
Fox is to build a $300,000 theatre 
here to replace the Victoria, and 
will seat 2,500. 
Work starts in 60 days. 


HALINE FRANCIS 


Now Starting Fourth Year 
Vaudeville, with 
“The Modes Idea” 
Featured as master of ceremonies. 
Now playing New Pantages the- 
atre, Hollywood. 


Good Pictures in Tacoma 
Show in Last Wk.’s Grosses 


Tacoma, Aug. 12. 


(Draw. Pop, 125,000) 
Weather; hot 

Dandy attractions at all first run 
houses. R-K-O-Pantages on first 
week of all-picture policy had good 
attraction in “Dawn Patrol’ follow- 
ing big ballyhoo in Seattle. 

Estimates for Last Week 

R-K-O-Pantages (R-K-O) (1,500; 
25-35-50) — “Dawn Patrol” (FN). 
This is a Barthelmess town as he 
was on location couple of times at 
Mount Rainier; $6,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) 650; 25- 
50-60) —“Three Faces East’ (WB). 
Good; $3,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50) 
—“Big House” (Metro); $5,500. 

Colonial (Fox) (800; 25)—‘‘Cheer 
Up” (Fox). Good college yarn with 
title. Fair; $1,800. 


110 IN TOPEKA 


But Air-Cooled Jayhawk Failed to 
Benefit 


Topeka, Aug. 12. 
(Draw Pop, 85,000 

Grand, reopening after six weeks, 
and without refrigeration, only got 
six centuries better than the low 
record for that house with ‘“Devil’s 
Holiday.” 

Continued heat didn’t drive any 
extra business to the town’s one 
cooled house, Jayhawk, with two 
war pictures in a row falling off 
about a grand from previous week’s 
total. Even night baseball, midget 
golf and stock company in tent at 
the Fair grounds fell off. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grand (1,400; 50) (Fox), “Devil's 
Holiday” so-so, with temperatures 
at from 100 to 110; $3,600. 

Jayhawk (1,500; 50) (Fox). “Born 
Reckless” 1st half didn’t hit. Stage 
show bolstered. “Blaze of Glory” 
last half; $4,200. 

Novelty (1,200; 50) (Fox). “Texas 
fae liked, but not pull. Only 

1,500. 
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INTERNATIONAL KIDDIE STARS 
Just returned from a successful fourteen-month engagement in Europe 
Booked solid with the R-K-O 
Personal Representative, Weeden & Schultz 
Greetings to our many European friends 


Minn. Gets $26,700 


on Combo Shaw: 


Larceny'—Vaude, $12,000, Also Good 


Midget Golf’s Future 


Though opinions differ on 
the life of the pony golf courses 
anywhere, reports continue to 
favor a short career, other than 
at either summer or winter re- 
sorts. 

In New York, including the 
suburbs, the indications are for 
a slim summer’s end of the 
open air fad. Attendance drops 
rapidly, within and without 
the enclosure, whilst the dull- 
ness of the new game itself 
appears to be its most back- 
ward feature. 

Price cutting, deadheads to 
give a semblance of business 
and other devices to stimulate 
attendance are now being re- 
sorted to. Whatever hold the 
game has is said to be much 
stronger with women than 
men. 

Far away reports are to the 
effect that the craze shortly 
passes out. In the south with 
fair evening weather at all 
times, one year is placed as 
the limit for the midget golf 
course. 

Hardly any fence hangers on 
outside the golfie enclosures 
nowadays is taken to indicate 
that interest in the game from 
any angle rapidly passes. 

Not much faith is found 
among show people in the tries 
at indoor midget golf, whether 
in a theatre or elsewhere, in 
warm or cold seasons. 


‘HELL ANGELS’ IN 3D WK. 
IN SEATTLE, $12,100 


Seattle, Aug. 12. 
(Draw pop, 450,000 
Weather, hot 

Some 12,000 sailor lads in town, 
fleet week, and the Merchants Expo, 
but the sailors mostly spend their 
mone? riding around in taxis. 
“Caught Short,” 2d run, caught on 
at Coliseum and first to be held over 
under the present policy. Liberty 
did well on 2d week of ‘‘Cuckoos,” 
also first time that house has had 
a holdover since recent reopening. 
“Hell’s Angels’ folding wings 
after a three-week successful run at 
$1 top. Picture might have held 4th 
week, but hot weather hurt the 
whole town. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Paramount (Pub) (3,106; 25-60). 
“For the Defense” (Par); $11,500. 

5th Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60) 
“Way Out West” (Metro). Polly 
Moran and William Haines usual 
cutup but on wrong range. Dandy 
stage show; $16,000. 

Fox (Fox) (2,500; 35-$1) “Hell’s 
Angels” (Hughes). 38d, final week 
okay at higher prices and reserved 
seats; $12,100. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50-75) “Matrimonial Bed” (WB). 
Billed “for adults.’ Okay; $4,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
50-60) “Three Faces East” (WB). 
Good; $7,500. 

Liberty (inde) (2,000; 15-25-35) 
“Cuckoos” (Rad). 2d week. Okay; 
$6,600. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 15-25-35) 
“Caught Short” (Metro). Winner 
and held over; $4,800; big. 

Metropolitan (Pub) (1,200; 25-60) 
“Bride of Regiment” (FN); $4,300. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,700; 25-50) 
“Night Work” (Pathe). Fair; $11,700. 


CANADA CURBS PRIZE NITES 


Ottawa, Aug. 12. 

Government officials in Canada 
have announced that a ban has been 
placed on the big lotteries and 
sweepstakes, such as the Army and 
Navy Veterans’ Sweep, apparently 
because of abuses which have crept 
in. A recent fake ticket sale had 
something to do with the decision, 
it is intimated. 

Exhibitors in some cities have 
also been instructed to drop country 
store, gift night and other stunts 
and contests. 

Neighborhood houses have suf- 
fered a loss of business as a result. 


PHOTOPHONE LICENSES 2 


Two additional recording licenses 
for its sound system have been 
granted by RCA Photophone, 

One is to the Metropolitan Pic- 
ture Co., Detroit, of which H. M. 
Richey, paid indie exhib leader is a 


member, and the other to Ideal 
Sound Studios, Hudson Heights, 
N. de 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12, 


(Draw Pop. 500,000) 
Weather; Hot 

Broiling heat again sent the popu. 
lace scurrying away from the thea. 
tres. Attendance at the municipal] 
parks and beaches Sunday was esti. 
mated at 150,000. 

Despite the adverse weather fac. 
tor, the Minnesota, with “For the 
Defense,” did a brisk business, Fea. 
turing “Lawful Lazceny” on the 
screen and a home-made kiddie re. 
vue, R-K-O Orpheum also had fine 
patronage, In its third and final 
week at the Century, “Western 
Front” went nicely over the box. 
office top. 

“The Sea Bat” at the State and 
“Recaptured Love” at the Lyric 
were panned unmercifully by the 
critics and did not hit so well with 
customers either. Former had a fair 
week getting about $8,300, approxi. 
mately $1,700 under the week be- 
fore. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75). 
“For the Defense” (Par). Publix 
unit stage show, “Smart Smarties,” 
including Borrah Minevitch. Picture 
scored and stage show well liked, 
Opened with a bang and kept going 
at nice clip despite terrific heat, 


Around $26,700. Good. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 
“Western Front” (U). 3d, final 
week. $7,600 last week. Around 
$36,000 for 3. Helped by fine ex- 
ploitation. Only film to run three 
weeks in Minneapolis in recent 


months, 

State (Publix) (2,200; 60)—“The 
Sea Bat” (M-G-M). No like. Close 
to $8,300. Fine, considering terrible 
heat and weakness of attraction. 

R-K-O Orpheum (2,890; 50)— 
“Lawful Larceny” (Radio). Vaude, 
Both liked. Locally recruited and 
produced kiddie revue factor in 
draw. $12,000. Very good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)—‘Re- 
captured Love” (WB). Poor pice 
ture and business likewise. $1,900. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—‘Flirt- 
ing Widow” (FN). Light but pleas- 
ing comedy. $2,000. Fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—“Byra 
at Pole” (Par), first half; “Shadow 
of Law” (Par), last half; 2d loop 
runs. $2,200. Satisfactory. 


LOEW OPPOSES COMM'L 
TALKING SHORTS 


With Par-Publix, Warner and Fox 
conducting their own departments 
for the production and distribution 
of commercial short subjects, Loew 
is dead set against the project. 

A report that a trailer company 
had arranged with Loew to distrib- 
ute commercial talking shorts in all 
Loew theatre is denied by Loew. 

Loew declares that it sells enter- 
tainment in theatres and nothing 
else, and are opposed to commercial 
pictures on a program. 


St. Louis Grosses Look 
Good for This Time 


St. Louis, Aug. 12. 
(Drawing Pop, 1,025,000) 
Weather; hot 
Romance and comedy led screen 
features last week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75)— 


“Sap from Syracuse” (Par). Stag® 
show; $28,900. 
Fox (6,000; 25-50) — “Romance 
(MGM). Garbo; splendid. Stage 
show; $27,600. 
Loew’s State (3,300; 20-25-40)— 
“Good Intentions” (Fox). Edmund 


Lowe compensates for mediocrity 
plot. Shorts; $12,200. 

Missouri (3,800; 35-60-65-75)— 
“Matrimoniai Bed” (WB). Short on 
laughs. Frank Fay’s performance 
disappointment. Stage show; $13,500. 

St. Louis (4,280; 35-65)—‘Hell’s 
Island” (Col). Highly entertaining. 
Vaude; $21,300. 


DEAL STILL PENDING 


Major Albert Warner Says Roanoke 
Buy-Up Is Hanging Fire 


Lynchburg, Aug. 12. 

When story broke that Warners 
hadn’t bought the Elmore Heins 
houses in Roanoke, Va., after all 
Roanoke newspapers quoted Major 
Albert Warner as saying deal was 
“still pending,” but would probably 
not be put through for a 
weeks, A “Variety” story declare 
the sale had been called off by Wat 
ners’ bank. ‘ 

Sale was announced under heavY 
streamers in Roanoke papers in 
May, and newspaper boys were tied 
ported to have burned plenty whe! 
they found out sale had flopped. 
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NEW RADIO SHOWS SPRING 
INTO ACTION “DIXIANA” 
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BANNER YEAR 
THE MIGHT THE 

RADIO TITAN AND THE 
MIRACLE ELECTRICAL 
ENTERTAINMENT. 
TWIN FACTORS THE 
MOST SPECTACULAR 
CAMPAIGN CON- 
STRUCTIVE SHOWMAN- 
SHIP INTHE SWEEP ALL 
SHOW GENERATIONS! 


AMOS '’N’ ANDY 


Mightiest Stars Since the World Began in Greatest All-time . 
Attraction! 


iM A RR O 


Edna Ferber’s Novel... Year’s Biggest Outdoor Show. 


HALF SHOT AT SUNRISE 


Wheeler and Woolsey Top “Rio Rita” and “Cuckoos” 
Records in Comedy Sensation. 


DANGER LIGHTS 


First Great Railroad Thriller of the Talkies ... Amazing New 
Tricks in Sound. 


LEATHERNECKING 


Wow Laugh-getter with Benny Rubin, Ken Murray, Louise 
Fazenda, Lilyan Tashman and Host of Others. 
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FIERY ARTHUR JAMES SHOOTS 
WORKS ACCLAIMING DIXIANA: — 


“LO RD WH AT A SH oO We have seen “Dixiana” 


3 and Yeah Boy! “Dixiana” 
is a Great Big Show! It’s as crammed full of entertainment as a horn of plenty and it rolls trolls the 
golden apples of amusement into your lap like an avalanche. 

Radio Pictures turned that big Titan fellah loose with the horn of plenty on this picture 
and it proved to be plenty horn, a cornucopia as deep and wide as the seas of make-believe, 
and the Titan just pours out the entertainment lavishly, grandly, to bury you up to your ears 
in a good time. 


Well, we have been squawking for great pictures and we get our answer in “‘Dixiana.’” 


“DIXIANA” IN THE DOUGH, SAYS 
M. P. NEWS iris combina. 


tion of the-various forms of presentations, having “‘a little of everything” with which to make 
a bid for box-office intake. Comedy galore, some fine spectacle, melodrama and some pathos 
to balance it as an all-around entertainment, which probably will be unique. 

They’ve spent dough, plenty of it, in bringing out this new attraction, but the Radio pro- 
duction forces certianly have injected showmanship (and it should be capped) into this new 
picture. Put over right, this picture should be a real box-office bet. After “Rio Rita,’’ Bebe 
Daniels, Bert Wheeler and Robert Woolsey are names to conjure with. 

Showmen everywhere will find real delight in “Dixiana.” It has a wealth of merchandising 
angles which should result in some exploitation innovations when the picture starts making the 
rounds.—Charles E. Lewis, chairman and editor, Motion Picture News, Manager’s Round Table Club. 


- I Setting the Heart of the World 
Afire ... Watch for Spectacular Per- 


formance Details in Coming East- 
ern and Mid - Western Exhibitions. 
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REVIEWS 


“Talking Shorts 


RRY FOX 
ie Play Boy” (Comedy) 
Mins. 
New York 
Vitaphone Nos. 1039-40 


Harry Fox, musical juve and 
yaudevillian is a kleptomaniac here. 
He’s a rich young broker with a 
pabit of copping and whistling 
while doing it. With or without a 
whistle, it’s still a 100% proof idea, 
good for as many laughs as the 
player can get out of it. Fox getsa 
fair quota and has made an okay 
comedy short. 

Fox also whistles part of a song. 
It’s a comedy whisile, issued between 
the teeth; the sort the boys use to 
attract the girls’ attention on the 
street corner. Opposite Fox, as on 
the stage and in a previous short 
(singing), is Beatrice Curtis (Mrs. 
Fox), as comely a foil as ever. 

At the finish the klepto is cured 
and congratulated by the doctor. 
Whemgdoc walks out a load of his 
instr ents drop out of the copping 
fellow’s pockets. Bige. 


“PEOPLE BORN IN AUGUST” 
Horoscope 
8 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Fitzpatrick 

August in the JTitzpatrick series 
of monthly horoscopes does _ not 
seem quite so absurd as others, be- 
cause the peculiarities of August 
folk are told in subtitles instead of 
dialog. Otherwise August is about 
the same, but only interesting to 
those born that month. 


People born in August, according 
to this, are easily deceived. That 
goes for women as well as men, 
making them all chumps. Which is 
something to know, if you're on the 
fake. 

There's one unintentional belly 
Jaugh. After the title stating the 
August born are fond of amuse- 
ments, there is a shot of the shoot- 
the-chutes at Coney. 

Prolog is interesting, revealing 
how the month was named. Caesar 
Augustus did it, after himself, is 
the claim, clipping his last monicker 
to fit. Bige. 


“ROAD KNIGHTS” 

With Georges Railly and Eddie Davis 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 

8 Mins. 

Beacon, New York 


Vitaphone No. 4122 


This one has novelty in back- 
ground and idea, to warrant its 
booking for best programs. Besides 
comedy, it has singing and dancing, 
with entertainment value in each. 
A virtue is the short is short and 
snappy. 

Opening is a freight train, inside 
and out, with several gags for laughs 
developed through satirizing hoboes. 
It seems the gang is going to a con- 
vention in Florida, with scene im- 
mediately switching to an outdoor 
set where the chairman announces 
various bits of entertainment and 
for the close causes a panic by ring- 
ing the dinner bell. 

Specialties including dance rou- 
tines by a trio and a single, both 
B00d; special song that gets a 
chuckle or two, and a line of chorus 
boys as bums doing a typical Shu- 
bert show routine. 

Better photography would have 
brought out more clearly the effect 
of numbers, especially in that chorus 
boys’ bit where the pansy stuff 
would have been more noticeable 
than it is. 

On the recording end wholly satis- 
factory. This short cost a little 
more money to make than most but 
was worth it. Char. 


“TH BUBBLE PARTY” 


Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 967 

After building in interest all the 
way, “The Bubble Party” winds up 
like a typical Mutual wheel bit. It 
drops dead at the finish. From the 
number, 967, it’s an early make. 

Scene is an old-fashioned bubble 
bubble party. A flirting lady has 
the wives of her admirers burning 
over her vamp stuff. Nothing much 
done about it. Next best in the ex- 
citement line, a guy busting a bub- 
le on his nose. An old time quar- 
tet sings a couple of numbers and 
the vamp does “the latest dance 
rom New York.” 

Soap bubbles, 
bustles, 

Dialog might have been a lot 
brighter, Bige. 


sideburns and 


NICK and TONY 
Barnum Was Wrong” 
Omedy 

18 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 

Radio 

o Nick and Tony are two wop 

rte dialecticians, used by Radio 
ictures in a series of shorts. 


results without 
It helps some. 
Both boys are chiseled into enter- 
o- a4 carny lot show by the barker. 
nce in they are made use of by 


wop 


Miniature Reviews 


“Queen High” (Par). From 
the stage musical of same title. 
While along conventional lines, 
this is getting one of the big- 
gest laugh reactions of any 
comedy since talkers started. 
Certain money maker for any 
type of theatre. 

“Recaptured ' Love” (WB) 
Weak sister, not for first runs 
of better class. Gets by on di- 
rection and performances, with 
poor story main drag. If bought 
‘rigiit, good for spots. 

“Liebe im Ring” (American 
title, “Love in the Ring”)— 
(All Arts Picture Corp.)— 
Money picture from Germany, 
with Max Schmeling, star, and 
added box office through that 
for German neighborhoods. 
Poor story but well handled. 
Some scenes not talking but 
as picture was done, it seems 
an all-talker. 

“Sea Bat” (Metro). Thriller 
with plenty action. Good for 
the neighborhoods. Contains 
good sea clips of divers going 
down for sponges and the 
menace of the sea bats. 

“Paradise Island,” (Tiffany). 
Neighbs only. South Sea Island 
atmosphere with Kenneth Har- 
lan, Marceline Day and Tom 
Santschi. Old type yarn with 
little action and comedy. About 
four songs. 

“Sons of the Desert” (Uni- 
versal). Western romance, 
Ken Maynard sings cowboy 
fashion. Plenty of action and 
well done. Where Maynard 
rates the picture will slam 
over. Okay for western fans 
in neighbs as well. 

“The Lonesome Trail” (Syn- 
dicate). Unoriginal yarn, Ho- 
bokenized. Plenty of action 
and couple of funny _ spots. 
Swell for kids. Double fea- 
ture spots only. 

“Wings of Adventure” (Tif- 
fany). Unimportant western. 
Rex Lease, Armida and Clyde 
Cook in cast. Too much Mex 
chatter and little exploitation 
possibility. Okay for kids with 
best bet double feature bills. 


|but is not free from exaggeration. 


QUEEN HIGH 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by Fred Newmeyer, based on the 
stage musical comedy. At Paramount, 
New York, week Aug. 8 Running time, 
about 75 minutes. 


Dick JoRns. Stanley Smith 
Polity Bockwell. Ginger Rogers 
T. Boggs Johns, Charles Ruggles 
George Nettleton...........-. Frank Nergan 
Mrs. Nettleton............ Helen Carrington 
Mrs. Rockwell....Theresa Maxwell Conover 
Fiorence Cole. Betty Garde 
mine Ovette 
Cyrus Vanderholt...........Rudy Cameron 

The screen version of “Queen 


High,” dating back musical of same 
name to the stage way to “Pair of 
Sixes,” packs more laughs per 
phrase in dialog than any theme yet 
remade by the talkers. Its discrep- 
ancies, bromides, ete., are none too 
few, but the wise-cracking effusions 
are of the kind that register 100% 
with the masses. It is thus a cer- 
tain money picture for any theatre. 

Gags about the traveling salesman 
and the line “I smell a mice,” or 
“Why don’t you sleep at night in- 
stead of during business hours?’— 
all of these get big mirth reactions. 

The idea of abruptly swinging into 
song over a menu card in a restau- 
rant is out of place with many fans, 
but Stanley Smith puts it over. 
The lyrics for Charlie Ruggles’ fea- 
ture theme, “I Love the Ladies in 
My Own Peculiar Way,” carries a 
sock for most of the listeners. 

Ruggles and Frank Morgan rapid 
fire at each other with all of those 
pert bromides known to some, but 
seemingly new to all of the 
As the partners in the garter works 
who take to cards to decide who 
shall butler for the other until their 
tendency to bicker has lessened, 
Nettleton and Johns make a great 
team. 

Incidental to the principals, Smith 
and Ginger Rogers, the relatives in 
jobs, carry on in a light, ontertem 
ing way. aly. 


the magician anl hypnotist for fair 
comedy effects. Also used to sub 
for the Siamese twins, who quit. 
While posing as the attached pair, 
a doctor starts to inspect them. 
Smaller character gets sick and 
runs for it, pulling away from part- 
ner and disclosing fake, whereupon 
the customers start wrecking the 
joint. 

Oke punch with both boys hungry 
and one pulling out a string of 
weenies. Says he has to re-enter 
tent, with other warning him 
against it. Does so and emerges 
with clothes in shreds. When asked 
why he went back, he says: “To 
get the mustard for the hot dogs,’ 
ind pulls out bottle of mustard. 


All fairly 


amusing. 


rest. | 


The Shot in 


THE TALKER STUDIO 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Aug. 1. 


Produced and released by Ufa. Directed 
by Alfred Zeisler. Story by Kurt Siodmak, 


tudolf Katscher and Egon Eis. Photog- 
rapher, Werner Brandes. Klangfilm _re- 
corded. Premier at Ufa Palast, Berlin. 


Running time, 80 minutes. 


Leading Role.......eee Harry Frank 
Production Manager..........-. Paul Kemp 
Assistant Producer........... Ernst Behmer 
Sound Master...... Friedrich Franz Stampe 
Studio Doctor....... Peter Ihle 
Dummy Robert Thoeren 
Criminal Commissioner Moeller......... 


Alfred Beierly 


This Ufa talker is on the same line 
as the first criminal talker, “The 
Tiger,’ but not nearly so primitive. 
The story is interesting and exciting 
and may be also suited to America. 
The scenario is so well done the 
audience only at the end can know 
the murderer. 


Gerda Maurus plays the filmdiva, 


Harry Frank is “a leading role,” 
and looks well, but is rather help- 
less. Excellent are Paul Kemp, Ilse 
Korsek, Alfred Beirle and Ernst 
Stahl-Nachbaur. 

The Berlin public and press, suf- 
fering from the lack of good talkers, 
are rather enthusiastic about this 
picture. It will do good business, 
especially as the costs for the pro- 
duction are probably not high. 

Magnus. 


MURDER 


(ENGLISH MADE) 
(All dialog) 


British International production and re- 


lease. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock from 
novel, ‘‘Enter Sir John,” by Clemence 
Dane. Recorded RCA Photophone, photo- 


graphed by J. J. Cox. In cast: Herbert 
Marshall, Norah Baring, Phyllis Konstam, 
Edward Chapman, R. E. Jeffrey, Donald 
Calthrop, Miles Mander. Length, 9,400 
feet; running time, 110 minutes. Censor's 
Certificate ‘‘A.” Reviewed Palace, Lon- 
don, July 31. 


Alfred Hitchcock’s “Blackmail” 
was rated over here as the best of 
the British talkers last year. “Mur- 
der” is by miles the best so far. If 
Hitchcock produced in Hollywood 
and was wise enough to keep his 
films to six or seven reels, he might 
be a rave anywhere. 

Original title of this one was 
“Enter Sir John.” Based on a rather 
highbrow mystery yarn, it tells how 
a girl is convicted of murder on cir- 
cumstantial evidence and sentenced 
to death. One of the jurymen, an 
actor, is more or less forced into 
bringing in a “Guilty” verdict, al- 
though he stood out against it for 
some time. While the girl awaits 
her execution he sets to work to 
solve the crime, eventually suspect- 
ing a small-timer, whom he makes 
act a scene in a specially written 
play. Ever read “Hamlet?” 


|not suggest 
market, but 


crown jewels and makes a getaway 
on his yacht, complete with kid- 
napped girl. The lover comes on by 
plane, crashes amidships, is held 
captive, succeeds in escaping, and 
saving the girl Just as she is being 
forced into marrying the man with 
the accent. 

Picture contains about half a 
dozen song sequences. Numbers do 
smashes in the disc 
they sufliciently 
tuneful to make the grade. Dorothy 
Seacombe, who otherwise does noth- 
ing to suggest why she should be in 
the film, sings quite well. 

Chief note is the comedy, brought 
out over the trite story. Handled in 
approved Lupino Lane fashion, it 
possibly contains too much _ slap- 
stick, but has moments when it 
swings into some original humor. 
One sequence, near the end, when 
Lane, as a crazy newshound, lands 
in the torture chamber of the East- 
ern high-hat, and goes wild in and 
out of innumerable sliding doors, is 
about the best piece of film comedy 
turned out in these studios. 


Sequence at the opening dealing 
with the raiding of the crown jew- 
els, kept in the Tower ,of London, 
is likely to prove interesting to most 
fans, particularly those who have 
never been near the place. Detail 
here is excellent, ulthough the cen- 
tral situation, that it might be pos- 
sible to lift said jewels, is about as 
likely as the midget golf player 
beating Bobby Jones. 


Picture is well mounted, some of 
the ensembles being very good to 
look at. Lachman’s direction is 
good in straightforward fashion. 
Without attempting any technical 
frills he has put over a good piece 
of workmanship. He never over- 
came that junk story, but did as 
much as possible with it. Oriental 
wedding at the end is good in the- 
atrical fashion. 


Lane carries the film along with 
his comedy, Williaim Shine giving 
him some support as a sap news- 
paper operator. Warwick Ward 
talks smoothly as the dusky bound- 
er, but it’s the sort of role which 
doesn't give a player much. Dor- 
othy Seacombe is frankly bad as the 


girl, Haddon Mason and Wilfred 
Temple being undistinguished in 


their parts. 

Picture should make a lot more 
money here than most of the British 
talkers. Its story doesn't give it 
much of a boost for the States, but 
it might be worthwhile support in 


the neighborhood houses. Chap. 
RECAPTURED LOVE 
Warner Bros. production and _ release. 


Based on play, ‘‘Misdeal,’’ by Basil Woon, 
with screen adaptation and dialog by 


Drawback of this type of develop- 
ment is that the biggest kick in the 
picture occurs in the earlier reels. 


Well photographed and mounted, 
and contains all the gadgets of the 
pet Hitchcock technique, from quick 
cutting to skillful dialog blending. 
Recording flawless. Some of the 
technical effects in the trial scene 
here would make Hollywood sit up 
and take notice. 

The dialog has been very well 
written. Long episodes have clever 
satirical values as attacks on the 
conventional and lower class Eng- 
lish. Next to the trial scene and 
the sequence in the jury's retiring 
room, which in the opinion of this 
writer, at least, are the best of their 
type yet done in the talkers, there 
are quietly amusing slants on the 
small-timers which relieve the story. 

Acting is very good. Herbert 
Marshall beats the cast to it as the 
knighted actor who turns amateur 
detective. Norah Baring is sympa- 
thetic as the suspected girl, while 
secondary roles are uniformly well 
trouped, although just occasionally 
the satirical note is overdone. 

As it stands, the film should clean 
up in the best houses here, whose 
patrons will revel in a film which 
doesn’t mind getting dangerously 
near the highbrow at times. As a 
general booking it could have some 
of the middle sliced out to advan- 
tage. Cut down by a couple of reels 
it should be a business proposition 
in America. Chap. 


THE YELLOW MASK 


(ENGLISH MADE) 
(All dialog) 


British International production and re- 
lease. Directed by Harry Lachman from 
musical stage show by Edgar Wallace. 
Photography by Claude’ Friese-Greene 
Stars Lupino Lane. In cast: Warwick 
Ward, Dorothy Seacombe, Wilfred Temple, 
Haddon Mason, William Shine. Recorded 
RCA Photophone. Length, 4.400 feet; run- 
ning time, 95 minutes. Censor’s Certifi- 
eate Reviewed Palace, London, 
July 30. 


More box-office material in this 
musical-meller than in most of the 
3ritish productions. Picture never 
attempts to rise above the trivial- 
ities of a hokum story, but it has 
more entertainment for the masses 
than most of the home-mades which 
set out to be twice as good. 

Story of this one can be dismissed 
pretty easily. It tells how just an 


other foreign potentate steals the 


Charles Kenon. Directed by John G. 
Adolfi. Photography by John Stumar. At 
Beacon, New York, week Aug. 8. tun- 
ning time, 64 minutes. 

mrentwood Par? John Halliday 
Peggy Price ..... ecceccoce Dorothy Burgess 
OR . 0000 Richard Tucker 


A weak sister that gets by more 
as a result of what the director has 
been able to do to wring interest out 
of a stereotyped story, with an able 
cast helping him a lot with clever 
performances in thankless, almost 
hopeless roles. Not for the best 
first runs in competitive situations 
and not to be counted on strongly 
in other spots, including neighbor- 
hood runs. 

Picture is based on the play, 
“Misdeal,” by Basil Woon. It doubt- 


lessiy relied more on the individual 
perfo.mances and direction than 
story, that pr-viding it hasn't been 


debilitated in transcription to the 
sereen. Title of “Misdeal” strikes as 
better box office than “Recaptured 
Love,” neither hot. Present title 
is the finale’s tip-off. Otherwise 
there might have been more sus- 
pen-e to the triangle situation in 
this case. 

Few stories are as bare of sit- 
uations and plot. It’s the old one 
about the husband tiring of his 
spouse and ulling for the baby- 
talker, ‘nly to return to his first 
love in the end. 

Little has contributed to plot the 
story up more than is suggested in 
that epitome aside from the fairly 
successful efforts of John Adolfi to 
give it a semi-farcical touch, with 
his cast lending a willing hand in 
trying to get laughs out of other- 
wise dry situations. 

Belle Bennett as the first wife, 
John Halliday as the straying hus- 
band who returns, and Dorothy 
Burgess as the other woman, do not 
seem like much for a cast, but be- 
tween them tney carry “Recaptured 
Love” across the danger line. Miss 
3urgess as the frivolous chorus girl 
to whom everyone is “honey” with 
that disarming way about it, cops 
the picture, 

The way the girl cheats on her 
husband and at the same time has 
him going through the hoops gives 
“Recaptured Love” a flavor which 
ec mbined with the acting and direc- 
tion has a lot to do with getting it 
over. First half is drowsy stuff, but 
the last 30 minutes whips into pa- 
latable entertainment, with the final 
reel coming near to taking the pic- 
ture out of the weakling class. Miss 
Bennett's performance in that last 
reel, with her teasing the want-to- 
come-home-husbar1 until he nearly 


shows her in a little different 


role for this w. k. actress of silent! 


cries, 


| quence too 


days. Her burlesque of the addle- 
pated chorus girl proves a gem. 
Not a great deal of money spent 


on this talker and as a result it 
should be bought right, in which 


case it is worth booking. 
Photography in spots 
recording o.k. 


TWO WORLDS 


(All Dialog) 
(ENGLISH MADE) 
London, Aug. 1. 

British International production an: 
lease. Directed by E. A. Dupont. Dialog 
by Miles Malleson; photography by Charles 
Rosher. In cast: Randle Ayrton, John 
Longden, Jack Trevor, Donald Calthrop, 
Norah Baring, Constance Carpenter. Length, 
3,395 feet. Running time, 110 minutes. 
Censor's Certificate ‘‘A."’ Reviewed at Pal- 

ace, London, July 28. 


bad but 
Char. 


There’s a lot that’s very fine in 
this film; also a good deal which is 
mediocre. It was made with a 
sharper eye for technical values 
than most of its home-made rivals. 
There has been no stinting of the 
production cost. 

Picture is very smooth, clean cut 
and fine to look at. Charles Rosher, 
who used to crank Pickford and is 
now back here, made his return visit 
worth while. In the case of one 
role—played by Randle Ayrton—the 
film has the best spot of character 
acting yet put over in the British 
studios. Other roles are not so per- 
fectly played by a long distance, but 
the standard is. generally high. 

Leaving aside the technical aspect, 
and the recording all the way is 
flawless, the film has some bad 
spots. It’s a pity so much work 
should have been spent in produc- 
ing a story which never achieves 
anything but simple meller. Han- 
dling throughout is much too lei- 
surely to pass these days. 


It’s a Dupont picture all over 
again. Since “Variety’’—called 
“Vaudeville” over here—this Ger- 


man hasn't seemed to have got into 
his story once. He just potters 
round it, making a slow moving pic- 
ture, always pleasant to look at but 
seldom if ever with a punch. Pa- 
trons of better class houses here 
will be forced to admire the pic- 
torial work in the film, but whether 
they will be greatly enthralled by 
the treatment is another matter. 

Story tells how a young Austrian 
officer during the war sentences a 
Jewish clockmaker to prison for as- 
saulting him. This Jew regards the 
officer as responsible for the. death 
of his son in a street brawl, and 
hates him accordingly. 

After a bright night the soldier 
wakes up to find both the lady and 
the Austrians have left with the hos- 
tile Russian armies in possession of 
the town. He tries to escape, is 
wounded, and is pursued by the 
Cossacks. 

A young Jewess, daughter of the 
clockmaker, finds him in the road, 
brings him in and nurses him back 
to health, forcing her father to 
swear he is his son in order to stall 
tussian suspicions. Later, the old 
man, imagining the aristocrat is 
after his daughter, leaves a letter in 
the Russian army headquarters giv- 
ing the game away. 

3ut the Austrians having recap- 
tured the town, the letter is read by 
the boy’s father, who, on discover- 
ing the youngster wants to marry 
the Jewess, shows him the letter 
and says he'll have the father shot 
unless the boy forgets the girl. This 
he is forced to do, and the film fades 
on the scene of a heartbroken girl 
and just another young man going 
off to provide cannon fodder for 
somebody. 

Next to Randle Ayrton, whose old 
Jew is excellent, Norah Baring, as 
the young Jewess, is the best. Con- 
stance Carpenter has a small ro- 
mantic role in the earlier reels, and 
Donald Calthrop plays a Yiddish 
sage with something like burlesque, 
making a bad cog. John Longdon 
doesn’t photograph well in this one, 
and the less said about his perform- 
ance the better. 

Picture should do well as a Brit- 
ish film in the better class neighbor- 
hoods here, mainly as a result of 
Rosher’s photography, Alfred Junge’s 
art direction, and Ayrton’s acting. 
Containing as it does the familiar 
Dupont fault of allowing each se- 
much footage, it would 
be a difficult job to cut it to its 
proper length, about six reels. 

Chap. 


LIEBE IM RING 


(“Love in the Ring”) 
(With Max Schmeling) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(50% German Dialog) 


Terra Film production In association with 
Terra-United Artists. Released in America 
by All Art Picture Corp. Story by Maz 
Glass, with music by Arthur Guttman. Die 
rected by Jose Santa. Photography by Nice 
olaus Farkas. With Max Schmeling (world's 
heavyweight champion), Frieda Richard, 
Rudolf Biebrach, Renate Muller and Olga 
Tschachowa, At 8th Street Playhouse, New 
York, week Aug. 9. Running time, 80 min- 
utes. 


A money picture in German, with 
a smattering of English, French and 
Portuguese, for German localities in 
the U. S. Will do business not only 
because of the box office value of 
Max Schmeling’s name and his pop- 
ularity with Germans, including 
American-borns, but because of the 
production value. 


Billing of 100% German sound 
jand j film is correct, teche 
(Continued om page 31) 
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VARIETY 


SILVER ANNIVERSARY MONTH Reproduction of Theatre Ads 


ER BROS. Sil 
| if ATRIPLE In Various Cities as Indicated 


CHIGAGO 


a | NEW SATURDAY MATINEE PRICES AT ALL 3 THEATRES 
RKO PALACE Woops RKO STATE-LAKE 
if TO 
peeath Hold your BAROLDAIFDER LAUGH-STRUCK ARRIAGE BREAKERS 
tHE VICTORY OF THOUSANDS ARE LOVE MAKERS 
YOUNG IDEAS! REPEATING JUST 
WHAT CRITICS SAID 
picture ever made 
q with 
CYRIL. MAUDE COME ON IN~ EAT 
asthe lovable ‘old grouch 1) fed) 
immortalized in the laugh at the Of Funmakerst 
Age trice new tricks to foil pope ™ Of Joy, & whiriwind of JOAN 
q Popular 
if Prilliant ‘musical 
Tro Ar TERY’ tours 35: VAL and ERNIE 
“SECOND FLCDR MNS _ STANTON, MISS 
MONTREAL 
DETROIT 
a3 TELEPHONES, UPTOWN 9640-9604 
é 


Starting Saturday Aug. 16th at 8.30 p.m. 


19] Twice Daily Thereafter—2.30 - 8.30 p.m., Including Sunday 


THE PICTURE THAT IS SWEEPING » 
LONDON LIKE A TIDAL WAVE e 


} 
i 4 / A Throbbing Human Story That Writes In Giant 
& Letters A Mighty Message To The World 


Tie 
| 


Greatest Stage Melo-drama! ff 
¢ A New Talking Screen Thrill! +‘ 
Doors Open - 


| MASTERTIECE Tomine They both loved her! One 
Toying surging passions strong 

FIRST 

4 yi. 
| 


REAR CO. CIRCUS PARK Harry Gribbon Laugh Hit! 


f COME WHERE IT'S CooL. beautiful girl in a lonely forest 
cabin! 

HUGE SPECIAL PROGRAM] 


Far Superior to 
Anything Ever Pro- 


LION TREAL 
GALA FRENC 
man NOW 1.00. A few seats THURS. | 


NOW PLAYING with America’s Peppiest 


and Different Mastet 


A ALLOP! 
Dixie Lee & Arthur Lake cam JACK 
“CHEER UP & SMILE” KAUFMAN : 
Baclanova The Ace of | | 
Olga Cast Million Melodies 
e a 1, Good-fer- 
| WARNER BR 
On the Screen. , Anéd In Addition. 
_ To Make WIT Ne. 2. 
to York's of SILVER JUBILEE 
an 
‘re 
IDNIGHT JAMBOREE TONIGHT Tat ——_ 
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PiCTUuUREs 


VARIETY 


Press Stunts 


Portland, Ore. 

Publix Paramount gets good civic 
rating by running short trailer 
poosting this burg. Trailer’s two 
minutes tells of some reason for 
civic pride. Stunt may seem silly 
to sophisticates but actually puts 
the house in line with most patrons 
as having an indirect interest in 
their own daily dozens and com- 
munity progress. Well worth the 
time, especially with the rank shorts 
now available. 


First living billboard shown last 
week. Sign was Coca-Cola and had 
two beauts in one-piece swim suits 

ding a beach scene. Gals did 
their stuff during traffic rush hours 
with time off while the T.B.M. were 
busy getting tired. 


Louisville. 

Manager Stubblefield secured 24 
window tie-ups on “The King of 
Jazz” with music stores in connec- 
tion with Whiteman’s records; with 
clothing establishments on_ the 
Neurotex suit worn by John Boles 
in the “Monterey” number, and with 
two chains of drug stores. Each 
of the drug chains featured a spe- 
cial “King of Jazz Sundae’’—the 
two chains made entirely different 
sundaes but both used the identical 
moniker for them. 


Toronto. 

Imperial tied up with daily 
“Star” in another classified ad 
stunt. Paper gives 60 tickets a 
week, 10 daily, for best limericks 
based on lost and found ads. Fea- 
ture film and vaude stars with ex- 
planation below. Worked oke so 
far, although big, is still punk. 


Oklahoma City. 

Leto J. Hill, district manager of 
the Warner Bros. Oklahoma circuit, 
arranged with Brunswick-Radio 
for installation of two radio sets in 
lobbies of Orpheum and Liberty 
here. Sets as prizes in miniature 
lottery. Each patron was given a 
numbered ticket, which was de- 
posited in a locked box. At the end 
of the week the tickets were drawn. 

Publix’s Ritz here has built a 
miniature golf course adjoining the 
theatre and a paid admission to the 
theatre entitles the holder to one 
free game on the golf links. Pat 
McGee, the manager, says the in- 
vestment caused much new busi- 
ness. 


New York. 

H. A. Bruno and R. R. Blythe, who 
specialize in publicizing people who 
fly, including among their clients, 
Col. Linbergh, the Bremen Fliers, 
Graf Zeppelin and Commander 
Byrd, pulled a stunt on behalf of 
“Hell's Angels.” 


Offer of $100,000 was telephoned 
to Sir Denniston Burney in Mon- 
treal for an appearance of the R-100 
and its crew at the New York pre- 
miere of the air picture. 

Story broke from Montreal as de- 
sired with considerable free space 
grabbed all around. There was 
practically no danger of the offer 
being accepted as the R-100 is a 
eovernment ship. 


Newark. 

For Warners’ silver anniversary 
month, David E. Weshner pulled 
Some elaborate stunts. got 
Thomas A. Edison to telephone 
Harry Warner on the Majestic con- 
gratulating him, this being the first 
time Edison has lent himself to a 
Publicity stunt. 

With the city’s permission he 
erected over Broad street, near 
Market, an electrically illuminated 
arch. He secured an electric ear 
from Westinghouse, which was sent 
especially from Pittsburgh. By 
means of this, the arch was first 
lighted by the blowing of a siren 
from a plane flying above it. This 
is said to be the first time the 
electric ear was so used, 

He also got the city hall to erect 
& reviewing stand at the city’s ex- 
pense for the city officials and then 
put on a parade lasting 38 minutes. 
It had floats and everything, and 
was headed by Newark’s entire 
mounted police force (four men). 

hree airplanes flew overhead. 

Much Publicity in the papers 
given the event and pictures of the 
barade were shown in the theatres. 


Cincinnati. 
The R-K-O magic circle stunt is 
now in its fourth week as a feature 
of the “Times-Star,” with 15 pairs 
of ducats offered daily to people 
identifying their pictures snapped 
on downtown streets. For the month 
of August the “Enquirer” is run- 
ng 50 names each day in its clas- 
sified columns, two admission tick- 
ets going to each name. This bar- 
rage of high-powered publicity is 
ng laid down by John L. Mc- 
rdy, divisional manager, and Bill 
ziger, press director. 


St. Paul. 
lorodora Girl” away to a bang- 


_™P start due to stunts that made 


on, the dailies fell for hard. Ray 
manager of the R-K-O 
where the picture is 
this week, looked up all the 
be City laws banning galloping 
rses, bicycle speeding, etc., from 


the 90's and before, to crash for a 
pre-opening story. 

He dug up one of these handle- 
bar steered cars to tour the streets; 
replica of one used in picture. He 
also found a member of a “Floro- 
dora” chorus, now grey-haired, who 
was good for another P, 1-spreaa. 

Topping it all off, two sets of 
ushers made the loop streets in 
costumes copied from the picture, 
while others went to the beaches to 
sport signs advertising the pix on 
the backs of  heavily-beskirted 
bathing suits of grandma's day. 

Paramount, Publix ace across the 
Street, with the ordinary program- 
mer “Our Blushing Brides,” tied up 
with the want-ad columns of one 
of the dailies, giving away 20 pairs 
of ducats per day in return for 
daily P. 1 plug in effort to copper 
the Orpheum wave of press- 
agentry. 


Newark. 
Earl Wadge, manager of Proc- 
tor’s, tied up with the Newark air- 
port for rides to be given the 
patrons this week. Two rides each 
day are drawn for. No cost to 
the theatre. 


Louisville. 

Johnson Mussellman, manager of 
the Alamo, effected an interesting 
but inexpensive tie-up last week 
as advance publicity for his current 
attraction, “The Matrimonial Bed.” 
A contest requiring the addition of 
three letters to each of those com- 
prising the title of the film was 
conducted through a newspaper for 
three days prior to the opening. 

Cues were given to the contest- 
ants. Thus, in the last word, B, 
with three letters added will be the 
second letter of the Greek alphabet 
or Beta; E, the pen name of Charles 
Lamb, will be Elia, and D, a large 
extinct bird, will be the Dodo. 
Twenty-five pairs of guest tickets 
rewarded the first 25 persons send- 
ing in correct solutions. 


Milwaukee, 

Fox publicity department, under 
direction of J. C. Keefe, tied up 
with the Milwaukee “Sentinel” to 
the extent of a Civic Pride Week, 
Aug. 11-17. The appeal was made 
to home owners in the Fox neign- 
borhood districts. To those who 
in the eyes of the judges labored 
best and most artistically with their 
lawns and gardens during the hot 
spell, 120 prizes were given, 20 each 
day with one major prize to boot 

This was the first time any Mil- 
waukee theatre or group of theatres 
ever sponsored a contest of this 
kiné. 

Among the prizes were porch 
swings, summer furniture, bird 
baths and almost everything else 
a home requires in the good old 
summertime. The “Sentinel” pub- 
lished a list of winners each dey, 
bringing Fox neighborhood theatres 
into the limelight on the home paze 
where all the ladies generally look 
first to see who is who in the so- 
ciety news. And they were looking 
also to see who won the many ai- 
tractive prizes. 


Providence. 

A resemblance contest is being 
used to plug “Holiday,” current at 
the R-K-O Albee. Blonds and 
brunets are photographed and the 
two who look the nearest to Ann 
Harding and Mary Astor will be 
given $10 in gold each. Runner- 
ups get passes. 

House has tie-up with “News- 
Tribune” and local photographer. 
Cost of whole stunt less than $59. 


Ft. Wayne. 

R-K-O theatres here played “Let 
Us Be Gay” and “The Florodora 
Girl” for all they were worth. A 
brunet contest on the first M-G-M 
feature was run in the “Journal- 
Gazette” for one week with a prize 
wrist watch awarded the winner. 

On the latter old-fashioned pro- 
duction a series of Gay 90 photo- 
eraphs of prominent folk here were 


run. In the group was Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Knight Peters, mother of 
Carol Lombard, Paramount player 


now in the west filming “The Best 
People.” This novelty created great 
interest here and proved a draw to 
the box office. 


Pittsburgh. 

Larry Jacobs, p. a. at Penn, re- 
sponsible for promoting tie-up with 
“Post-Gazette,” morning daily, on 
a daily “Raffles” contest. Picture 
is current Penn feature. 

For five days Jacobs had a “Raf- 
fles” on the streets, with a $25 re- 
ward daily on his head. Itinerary 
printed in morning rag, also with 
a masked picture of the amateur 
crecksman and when discovered, 
captor had to walk up to the per- 
son impersonating Raffles that day, 
tap him on the arm and whisper, 
“You are Raffles, the Amateur 
Cracksman of Loew’s Penn the- 
atre.” Thing created plenty of in- 
terest and streets mentioned in itin- 
erary were crowded daily with ama- 


teur sleuths eager to pick up the 

$25. 
Excitement grew daily until on 

the final day Jacobs sent out a 


Lady Raffles—Vivian Morgan, cap- 
tain of Chester Hale ballet in “Au- 
gust Follies’"—and doubled the re- 
ward to $50. Stunt copped close to 
two columns a day in the “Post- 
Gazette” for five days. 


Dallas. 

Frank Starz, p. a. for K-K-O 
Southern, got Majestic fine pub- 
licity on tie-up with local salesman- 
ship club, while theatre and club 
send 150 underfed kids to recrea- 
tion, said kids selected by Majestic 
customers. 

House helped, with club footing 
most expenses, both getting favor- 
able press notice. 

A paper doll cutting contest on 
“Boots and Her Buddies,” comic 
strip with Dallas “Dispatch,” gave 
Publix-Melba page one space for 
week or so, with sheet furnishing 
dolls, Melba ducats, and kids all 
hot with scissors. 

Publix-Palace’s lobby tree-sitter 
proved stunt pretty well overdone 
and somewhat mild _ attraction. 
Town so full of tree-sitters that 
sitters do well to rate space at all. 


Tampa. 

Paul Short, manager of the Pub- 
lix-Tampa, arranged several tie-ups 
to exploit the Clara Bow haircut in 
connection with “Love Among the 
Millionaires.” Five beauty shops 
featured the new Clara Bow hair- 
cut with appropriate stills, panels. 
copy, etc., in their windows. One 
local beauty shop set up its head- 
quarters in the lobby of the theatre 
on the opening day of the picture, 
remaining there until it concluded 
its run. 


Miami. 

To plug “Way Out West” while 
at the Publix-Olympia, J. H. Mec- 
Koy, manager, staged a parade of 
horses. He invited boys to enter 
any kind of nag, the clumsier the 
better. All the boys wore western 
costumes. To make certain that 
there would be some real “plugs” 
in the parade, McKoy borrowed a 
few from an ice company. 

Parade was led by the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce Drum and 
Bugle Corps. Advertising was 
through the medium of a large ban- 
ner carried at the head of the pa- 
rade. 


Toledo. 

Manager Walter Caldwell of 
Loew’s Valentine worked tieup with 
“News-Bee” for “Blushing Brides” 
(M-G-M). Offered $10 gold piece 
to Toledo wife who wrote best 75- 
word essay on how husband pro- 
posed, with free tickets for 10 next 
best entries. Inexpensive. 

Most inexpensive and lucrative 
gag worked up here in some time 
was that by Manager Jack O’Con- 
nell, of Vita-Temple, for “Lone 
Rider” (Col). Printed coupons in 
ads in each of city’s three news- 
papers, which, with 10 cents, would 
admit any youngster under 15. Had 
more than 1,000 opening and more 
than 500 in first hour next day. 
Picture proved draw as_ western, 
well exploited. 


Chicago. 

R-K-O made minor tieup with 
the Drake midget golf course, with 
resultant publicity for the R-K-O 
vaude. Various variety turns play- 
ing on the course were “shot,” in- 
cluding acts from the State-Lake, 
the Markert Dancers and Buster 
Shaver’s Midgets. 

The idea of the midgets on the 
midget course was in the bag for 
the rags. 


Denver. 
When showing “The Midnight 
Mystery” at the Tabor, Manager 


Bennett placed a flock of alarm 
elocks in various windows around 
town with the hands at 12. Pla- 
cards with appropriate wording 
were used with each and on the 
large pillar on the corner of the 
theatre building a grandfather’s 
clock was used, 

Bennett also hit on a scheme to 
get a great many to at least stop| 
in front of his box office and a lot 
of them probably go on inside. Free 


scale on the sidewalk weighed 
thousands daily and when they 
looked at the figures they couldn't 
help seeing what the picture was 


that day. 

Most of the publicity at the Den- 
ver for “Sap From Syracuse” cen- 
tered around the m., c., Ted Mack, 
a local boy, was returning to the 
theatre to stay. That he is a local 
lad was driven home in every pos- 
sible way. A parade, even if they 
hadn't wanted to see Ted, would 
have attracted by the first string 
of Austin cars seen here. 

Ten thousand Beechnut mints 
were distributed in envelopes as 
“qa gift from Ted Mack.” He was 
tied in with Chesterfields on the 
idea that “such popularity must be 
deserved.” 

House filled immediately on the 
opening day, the lobby and mezzan- 
nine were packed and a double line, 
half a block long, was kept wait- 
ing. The overflow helped fill other 
houses here, 


Chicago. 
Fox Chicago theatres have tied 
up with the national air races to be 
held here commencing Aug. 23. 
Theatres are now conducting a con- 
test to secure a woman passenger 


(Continued on page 71) 


Behind the Keys 


East Stroudsburg, Pa. 

William Blumenberg, former 
manager, Stroud theatre, has bought 
an interest in the Austin Amuse- 
ment Co., which operates theatres 
in East Stroudsburg, Nazareth and 
Palmerton. Mr. Blumenberg wi! 
immediately introduce vaude in the 
Palmerton house. 


Paris, Tex. 
Clifton has assumed management 
of the Grand, formerly at the 
Queen, Tyler. 


Jackson, Miss. 
Century has closed. A. M. Jacob, 
manager, transferred to the Istri- 
one, replacing Clarence Kramer 
who has been shifted to the Capitol, 
Monroe, La. 


Framingham, Mass. 
Maxwell C. Fox, formerly at the 
St. George, shifted to the Gorman. 


Fort Worth. 
Roy Slentz replaced Marsiline K. 
Moore as manager of the fort 
Worth (Publix). Slentz was for- 
merly at the Colorado, Pueblo. 
Moore is at the Palace, Dallas. 


Perth Amboy, N. J. 
Crescent now under management 
of Jack Hodges. Latter replaced 
John Tucker, now chief of service. 


Brockton, Mass, 
Melvin Morrison will manage 
Rialto when house reopens Aug. 17. 


New Bedford, Mass. 

Edward Yanes, formerly assistant 
manager of the Olympia, to the 
Imperial, Pawtucket, R. IL, where 
he replaces Joseph Borenstein as 
manager of the house. Borenstein 
has gone to Stadium, Woonsocket, 
R. L., in place of S. S. Holland. 


Toronto. 

Morris Stein, fn charge of F. P.- 
Canadian’s two vaudfium theatres 
in Toronto and Hamilton, has been 
promoted to city manager of this 
city. 

Stein will supervise 10 theatres, 
taking in all the circuit’s holdings 
in Toronto excepting Shea’s Hipp, 
in which F. P.-Can. has 50% inter- 
est, and the Imperial. 


Louisville. 

John Lennen, who a short time 
ago succeeded James P. Moyer as 
assistant manager at Loew’s State, 
has resigned and returned to his 
home at Canton, Ohio. Manager 
Walter McDowell has taken over 
Lennon's duties also, for the pres- 
ent, with the assistance of John N. 
Hunt, Jr., floor manager. 


Elmira, N. Y. 

The Colonial, closed a year, re- 
opens Sept. 1 with sound equipment 
and new stage. The theatre is 
owned by F. & H. Schweppe Co. 
and leased to the Newtown Amuse- 
ment Corp., which operates. the 
Capitol here. 

Warners, which recently acquired 


from Harry L. and Benjamin M. 
Berinstein the Keeney, Majestic 
Strand and Regent theatres here, 
took possession Aug. 8. Harry 
Watts city manager. 
Chicago. 
Managerial switches and promo- 


tions in R-K-O theatre operation 
announced by Joseph Plunkett shifts 
talph Walsh from the Hippodrome, 
Cleveland, to the Palace, Akron, O., 
switching with Allen Glenn; Henry 
Sommers from the Lyric, Cincin- 
nati, to the Albee, Cinci, replacing 
Cliff Boy, resigned; Mark Silver, 
Majestic, Columbus, to the Lyric, 


Cincinnati; B. F. Moore to the Ma- 
jestic, 
W. C. Welch goes from the Or- 


pheum, San Diego, to the Orpheum, 


Oakland, replacing Clem Pope, re- 
signed, and James Edwards takes 
his post Jess Day replaced C. D. 


Garrity as manager of the Orpheum, 


Des Moines Raymond Willie re- 
places FE. T. Oliver, resigned, at the 
Palace, Little Rock, Ark. 
Dallas. 

Recent organization of a $100,000 
firm by Rubin Frels, Victoria, Tex., 
marks rise of two new indie cir- 
cuits ir. south Texas, with Hall In- 


dustries, the other wheel, operating 
16 towns. 

Frels began only few years ago 
with one house. Van D. Mercer, 
manager of a J. C. Penny store, has 
a partnership in the new project. 

Both circuits enjoy immunity 
from Publix opposish, giving them 
chance to accumulate many indies 
in smaller towns that could not sur- 
vive wiring cost. 


Moberly, Mo. 

By a three-to-two vote the city 
council okayed Sunday pictures. 
Charges pending against local ex- 
hibs who operated in defiance of the 
existing blue laws are expected to 
be forgotten. 

W. C. T. U. and their pals fought 
for a flickerless Sabbath. 


Fox theatres in Chicago have 
been shifted to the direction of H. J 
Fitzgerald of Midwesco Fitzger- 
ald’s headquarters are in Mil- 
waukee, Sidney Meyers, who ha 


been in charge of Chi, will handle 
the houses direct, but subject te 
supervision of Fitzgerald. 

Fox has about 10 theatres in the 
Windy City. One of these is in the 
loop, the Monroe. No reason for 
the shift given. 


Arthur Brilant has been ap« 
pointed division p. a, for Warner 
Bros. theatres in Cleveland terri- 
tory. He will work under direction 
of Meyer Marks, zone manager, 
Headquarters will be at the Uptown 
theatre, Cleveland. 

Houses coming under Brilant's 
activities include theatres in Akron, 
Mansfield, Sandusky, Lima, Soring- 
field, Chilicothe and Youngstown, 


Fort Dodge, Ia. 
Iowa theatre purchased by F. F, 
Kellum from the Corn Belt Theatre 
Corpn. Rex Richey now manager. 
vaudeville announced for 
all, 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Antoinette Swan is manager of 
Community theatre. 


Omaha, 
Rumored Paramount-Publix wilt 
build $100,000 office building here 
and move executive offices of dis- 
trict from Des Moines. 


Ottawa, Can. 
The Exhibitors Co-operative of 
Canada, operating a film renting 
plan for independents and having 
its headquarters in Toronto, again 
has a representative in the House 
of Commons at Ottawa through the 
re-election of Earl Lawson as 
member for the West York riding. 
Lawson is national chairman of 
the Exhibitors Co-operative, which 
has 60 buying members. 


Quincy, Til. 

Family theatre on East Broadway 
has been purchased by Charles C. 
and R. E. Crooks, who recently dis- 
posed of their wholesale millinery 
business here. House opens in 
September after installation of new 
sound apparatus. 


Rock Island, Ill 
Spencer, second-run Publix house, 
closed indefinitely Aug. 9, H. D. 
Groves, tri-city Publix manager an- 
nounced. House heretofore closed 
for only month during summer 
period. No indication when it will 
reopen, leaving Publix with only 
one house here and two indies in 
downtown district. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Robert C. Frost, Birmingham city 
manager for Paramount - Publix, 
leaves this week for New York to 
join Fox. A new city manager for 
the three Publix houses here has 
not been appointed. 


Rochester, N. 
John J. O'Neil, former house man-« 
ager of the Eastman, is now man- 
ager of the Cameo, large neighbor- 
hood. 


Rochester, N. ¥ 

Sale of the Victoria theatre for 
the benefit of creditors is asked in 
an action brought by the Auditorium 
Theatre Company to foreclose on a 
second mortgage and have a re- 
ceiver appointed. The Victoria has 
been closed for nearly a year after 
trying burlesque, vaudeville and 
silent films. Four stores in the 
building are rented. 


Newark, N. Y¥ 
Sunday pictures won a long battle 

in Newark when the Village 

voted unanimously for Sunday. 


Stockton Lee, formerly managing 


the Washburg, Chester, Pa., was 
switched to the Bergen, Newark, 
N. J., this week. 

Irving Elber switched from the 


College Point, College 
the Utica, Brooklyn. 


Point, L. L, to 


Lexington, Ky 
State and Kentucky theatres have 
been added to Publix-Great States’ 
southern Indiana district with Ma 
J. Wolf as district manager: Her- 
man C, Bamberger, city manager 


and manager of the Kentucky, and 


G. L. Hensler manager of the 
State. 

Detroit. 
Arthur Freudenfeld, from St. 


Louis, city manager here for R-K-0O. 
Louis Emory remains manager of 
the Uptown. L. R. Pierce now at 
St. Louis. 
Muncie, Ind 

William Exton is new manager of 
local Rivoli. From Toledo's Para- 
mount. He succeeds “Doc” Arlinge- 
ton. Exton for several years in ade 
vance for Ringling circus. 

Minneapolis. 

L. J. Ludwig, northwest division 
manager for Publix, has announced 
a considerable shift of house man- 


agers in the _ territory. Robert 
Brose, of State here, goes to 
Chateau Dodge, Rochester, Minn, 


Succeeded at State by Abe Sonberg, 


Gordon McKinnon of Rochester 
comes to Minnesota here as asst, 


(Continued on page 71) 
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VARIETY Wednesday, August 13, 1930 


Gala Twin Premiere 


of the most discussed motion picture of the age 
HOWARD HUGHES’ Thrilling Air Spectacle 


The First Multi-Million Dollar Talking Picture 


Opens Friday Evening 
August 15th 8:30 


AT BOTH THE 4 


> 


Broadway at 46th Street 
—AND— 


Broadway at 44th Street 


THEATRES 


Twice daily thereafter at 2:30 & 8:30 


RESERVED SEATS NOW ON SALE AT EACH THEATRE 
PRICES FOR REGULAR PERFORMANCES 


Daily Matinees except Saturday 50c—75c—$1.00 


All Nights e e ‘ 
Saturday and Holiday Matinees . 30c—75c—$1,00—$1.50 
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Air Program Overlapping 
RKO’s Tues. Nights—Starts Aug. 26 


Paramount will buck R-K-O on 
the air beginning Aug. 26, when it 
changes its weekly broadcasting 
schedule from Saturday to Tuesday 
night. Tuesday is the evening 
R-K-O sends out its weekly pro- 
grams, with an R-K-O supplemental 
proadcast Thursday afternoons. 

With Paramount radio programs 
on the air over the Columbia system 
at 10:15, and R-K-O on the NBC 
hookup at 10:30, the two organiza- 
tions will be vieing for listeners at 
the same time. P-P will have the 
start by 15 minutes and with a pro- 
gram much longer than those of 
R-K-O. 

R-K-O broadcasts for a half hour, 
until 11. In changing over to Tues- 
day nights, Par is cutting its usual 
hourly programs by 15 minutes. 

Since going on the air over the 
Columbia System, P-P has broad- 
cast from 10 to 11 Saturday nights 
only. 

With the changeover, Paul Ash 
will be relieved of direction of music 
and orchestra end of the Par pro- 
grams, with Columbia handling all 
of it from that date on. Ash will 
remain with Publix as an m. c. 


PATRONS VOTE 
BANNED 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 

A. W. Nicolls, northwest distrib- 
utor for “Ingagi,’’ jungle film banned 
from the big time by Will Hays, 
has found a way to sell a picture 
of which even some of the inde- 
pendents are inclined to fight shy. 

In towns where the local theatre 
owner hesitates about booking “In- 
gagi’’ because of the newspaper 
publicity regarding the manner in 
which its more sensational portions 
were made and the Hays pronounce- 
ment against it, Nicolls arranges for 
“elections” to decide. 

A screen announcement is flashed 
in the house disinclined to play “In- 
gagi.” The film tells about the pic- 
ture and the controversy which it 
has stirred. It candidly explains 
its own side of the whys and where- 
fores of Hays’ action. Patrons are 
asked at the conclusion of the reel 
to vote whether “Ingagi” shall be 
shown or not, and ballots are passed 
out. 

At the State, Lakota, N. D., out 
of a paid attendance of 97 there 
were 67 ayes and only three nega- 
tives. At the Grand, Pierre, S. D., 
115 of the 160 present voted in 
favor of seeing the picture and not 
one against it. There were 91 af- 
firmative votes and no negative bal- 
lots at the Lyric, Rugby, N. D. 

As a result of the elections, all 
three houses have booked the film. 


Publix Units in Canada 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Toronto and Montreal will use 
Publix stage units starting Sept. 5, 
with shows produced in Toronto by 


Jack Arthur and his assistant, Billy 
Mills. 


L. A. to N. » 
Sam Hardy. 
Howard Hughes. 
Edwin Carewe, 
Paul Frawley. 
Marilyn Miller. 
Barbara Newberry. 
Eddie Foy, Jr. 
Jimmy Durante. 
Hiram S. Brown. 
Lee Marcus. 
William Le Baron. 
Jane Winton. 
Maurice Chevalier, 
Fred Fisher 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Phil Dunning. 
Joe Goldberg. 
Harry Arthur. 
Jos. Johnson. 

Al Lewis. 
Charles Harris 
George Whiting 
Robert Broder. 
E. B. Derr. 

Pat Casey. 

Mrs. F. F. Proctor. 


Stock Market 


With Al Greason, “Variety’s” 
market reporter on vacation, 
the usual department by Mr. 
Greason on the rises and falls 
of the elusives is necessarily 
omited this week, also next. 

All of the amusement issues 
were substantially affected by 
the Warner dividend passing of 
last week. It not only sent 
Warners to a new low, with 
the stock hovering around 26 
yesterday (12) but besides the 
amusements following, finan- 
cial writers ascribed the mar- 
ket’s break toward the end of 
last week to the Warner situa- 
tion. 

Warners closed Tuesday at 
28, a gain of two and a half. 
Same time Paramount slipped 
a notch, closing at 534. 

The public had been led to 
believe by undenied reports 
that Warners if passing its 
quarterly common dividend 
might halve it or pay in script 
stock. When without pre- 
warning or comment at the 
time or later, the Warner divi- 
dend was coldly passed, it ap- 
peared to more than ordinarily 
affect the depressed business 
feeling that had been and is 
at a delicate point. 

The turnover in Warners 
while the stock dropped was 
tremendous. Previous’ sales 
had run to large daily quan- 
tities. No one seemed aware 
as to where the unloading came 
from. About the only state- 
ment made at the Warner office 
was a denial of. the rumor that 
John J. Raskob would head its 
board of directors. 

The Tuesday activity was 


predicated on reports’. that 
Hayden, Stone & Co. might 
succeed Goldman-Sachs- as 


bankers. 


Some Recovery 

Monday some of the affected 
stocks of Friday and Saturday 
made a health recovery, but the 
amusements stood still for the 
most part. 

The state of the market for 
amusements was recently re- 
flected with Paramount. With 
an excellent statement for its 
second quarter, Paramount re- 
ceded one point in quotations 
on the following day. Loew’s 
dropped with the rest although 
it is most certain Loew's next 
statement will be a financially 
brilliant one under present 
business conditions. 

Eastman has continued its 
acrobatics, somersaulting stead- 
ily to a variance of several 
points almost daily. Other 
amusements have slipped from 
2 to 9 points, the latter War- 
ners, 

No predictions are heard as 
to the way the market will go. 
Writers are entirely conserva- 
tive at these times. Even 
nothing is said about Para- 
mount, the acknowledged stock 
leader although not leading in 
the price list. Paramount has 
some purchase consideration 
stocks coming due in the fall, 
which were given under re- 
ported guarantees. These 
guarantees are said to have 
been issued by Par at around 
80 or 85. Former theatre own- 
ers who sold out to Para- 
mount Publix are the holders 
of the guarantees. 

Paramount which dipped 
into 53 again yesterday, 
seems to have been affected by 
its 15-million bond issue, just 
at this time. 


PUBLIX-B&K ECONOMY 
CUTS OUT LOBBY ACTS 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Latest order in the Publix-B. & 
K. economy drive eliminates all 
lobby acts. Goes into effect imme- 
diately and is expected to save 
around $4,000 a week over the di- 


vision. 

In other cases employees were 
ordered to take two-week vacations 
without pay. This even extended 
to musicians, stagehands, cashiers 


doormen, ushers and maids. 


The Rochester “Evening Journal” 
said: 


“One of those comparatively rare 
things in the theatre—a comedian 
who is really funny—steals the cur- 
rent stage show at the R-K-O Pal- 
ace theatre. He is Eddie Bruce, 
featured in Carroll's Revuette.” 


EDDIE BRUCE 


Re-signed with Harry Carroll 
season 1930-1931. 


Direction CHAS. H. ALLEN. 


RADIO LOBBY 
10:30 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 12. 

Morning radio broadcast from 
lobby is latest ducat-selling stunt 
here. Manager Jim O’Connell of 
the Publix Rialto plants band and 
entertainers in front lobby at 10:30 
a. m. Uses local radio talent and 
broadcasts for one hour over KGW 


with street doors open and crowds 
gawking. 

Free show fills up lobby every 
morning with amplifier in the street 
outside drawing more attention. 
Lobby is emptied but many pay to 
stay for the first show. 

An okay stunt good for tie-up 
with radio stations anywhere as 
radio time is not valuable at that 
hour, 


Par’s Commercials Will 
Await Cohen’s Return 


Paramount Business’ Pictures, 
commercial producing subsidiary of 
Par, with two lone contracts closed 
since organization six months ago, 
is at a standstill for two months 
by order of Emanuel Cohen, who 
has gone to Europe. 

The head of Paramount News- 
reel, also in charge of the indus- 
trial film branch in Par, is abroad 
with Sam Katz and reported figur- 
ing on new offices for the news- 
reel in various “European spots. 

He will not return until the end 
of September, with the commer- 
cial subsidiary inactive until then. 


Is Reason for 


t 


Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week August 15 


Capitol—“Way Out West” 
(Metro). 

Globe—‘‘Rain or Shine” (Co- 
lumbia). 


Paramount—‘ Anybody's 
Woman” (Par). 
Rivoli—“Eyes of the World” 
(UA), 
Roxy—“Journey’s End” (Tiff). 
Strand —* Matrimonial Bed” 
(WB). 
Week August 22 
Capitol—“‘Romance” (Metro). 
Paramount—‘Let’s Go Na- 
tive’ (Par). 

Rialto—“Animal 
(Par). 

Roxy—‘‘Journey’s End.” 

Strand—“Top Speed” (WB). 

$2 Openings 

Aug. 14—‘‘Moby Dick” (WB) 
(Hollywood). 

Aug. 15—‘Hell’s Angels” 
(Caddo) (Criterion-Gaiety). 

Aug. 21—‘‘Old English” (WB) 
(Warners). 

Aug. 25—“Abraham Lincoln” 
(UA) (Central). 


USE FOREIGN SEALS 
AS STUDIO PASSES 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Yoreign talent, would-be and 
legitimate now residing in Holly- 
wood, is asserting itself in such 


numbers that the studios engaged 
in foreign versions of talkers can’t 
find time to interview one-tenth of 
the droves that bombard the studio 
gates for personal interviews with 
casting directors or producers. 

Dissatisfied with waiting in line, 
some of the smart boys are angling 
with their local consuls for letters 
of recommendation carrying the 
foreign seal. This in many cases 
passes a job seeker through the 
gates without waiting. What hap- 
pens after they get in is just another 
session of idle conversation that 
gets nowhere but is necessary to 
preserve good will between the film 
producer and the consulars. 

Some foreigners seeking a studio 
berth are regarded with a certain 
amount of suspivion on the produ- 
cer’s part as to the job seeker's 
nativity and ability to speak or 
write the language he professes. In 
this event the foreigner doesn’t wait 
to sit across the table and convince 
the employer, but immediately dis- 
patches a wire to his home town 
asking for a birth certificate bear- 
ing the president's seal. 


Crackers” 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

R-K-O convention; what are you 
going to do for next year? 

The R-K-O managers’ meeting 
here last week accomplished its 
various purposes, besides clarifying 
the organization’s policy and intro- 
ducing several changes. The con- 
vention laid particular stress upon 
the importance of stage attractions, 
agreeing that variety is R-K-O's 
ace in the hole; that variety is an 
R-K-O tradition exclusive. 
Where 10 out of 50 pictures come 
through, the variety program clicks 
off 40 out of 50 times. The one big 
thought of the convention was that 
there is a special place for variety 
and that special work and an intense 
drive will be made on selling on- 
the-stage entertainment. 

The policy was stressed by Jo- 
seph Plunkett, general manager, in 
the principal address. Plunkett em- 
phasized the need of organizing the 
employees of the theatres, making 
each one a salesman for R-K-O, 
with the selling point to be the 


R-K-0 Managers Told to Go Heavy on 
Stage Shows—Variety, R-K-0's Ace 


value received for the amusement 


It was not to con- 
vince the public it is get- 
ting something for nothing, but, 
urged Plunkett, for the show shop- 
ping public to give a double look to 
R-K-O values. With the unemploy- 
ment question a worry at present, 
Plunkett stated that instead of let- 
ting out help or cutting salaries, R- 
K-O will ask its employees to put 
in two hours more daily to help the 
theatres. 


dollar today. 


Advertising Cut 


The convention ordered a siash in 
the big advertising budget, and 
voted to do away entirely with all 
billposting and bill sheets. How- 
ever, an extra $200,000 was appro- 
priated for institutional advertising. 

Four picture companies’ sent 
representatives; one each from R- 


General Shortage of Films 


All Producers 


Adding to the 30-31 Programs 


Paramount's program for 1930-31 
has been increased by 10 pictures 
above the schedule of 65 announced 
at the early summer sales conven- 
tions, with buyers of that company’s 
product now in a position to close 
for a total of 75 features. 

That is the largest individual pro- 
gram offered, topping Metro by 23 
pictures with Metro second with 52, 
and Fox third, with a scheduled 50. 
Between WB and FN, 70 features 
will be made, equally divided be- 
tween both companies. 

Whether Metro, Fox, WB, FN and 
others will increase their announced 
producing schedules is not indicated, 
but in some quarters it is strongly 
hinted that a general increase in 
programs may be looked for. With 
R-K-O, deals with various inde- 
pendent producers for release 
through Radio are already under 
way, with the possibility stated as 
almost certain that from five to 10 
features will be added to its sched- 
uled list of 35. 

Universal, with 20 scheduled, and 
Columbia with the same program, 
are both reported as very likely to 
make more than that number for 
1930-31 release, largely as a result 
of R-K-O's booking deals and sup- 
port, 

The Paramount increase is ac- 
cepted as of far more significance 
than any possible augmentation of 
programs by others since it has 
never offered more than 65 pictures 
many given season. 

Paramount is selling its program 
with a leeway of a dozen or more 
pictures undetermined as to title, 
nature, star, ete., having inaugu- 
rated that policy this season on the 
ground that it is unwise to decide 
entire program a year in advance. 
Exhibs buying Paramount do not 
have to close for more than the 
number indicated by title, story or 
star designation, with others to be 
bought when ready, if not wanting 
to take a chance of the Par product 
alone and its standard. 


More Called For 


Not only on Par’s part but with 
other producers, the necessity for 
more pictures than originally sched- 
uled for new programs this year is 
becoming more and more apparent 
with extensive chain expansion hav- 
ing brought about situations in 
some keys that presages a shortage 
of product. 

Chicago is point ad to as an ex- 
ample, with more product and 
variety needed to cover the first 
run situation there than in other 
cities of its class. 

In some towns individual chains 
are now operating three and four 
houses, with shortage of product to 
cover all starting to cause worry. 

Some programs that were not 
bought in previous seasons are now 
being taken in entirety to meet the 
situation, with that in turn giving 
the indies more worry than they 
ever had before through leaving of 
little to pick from, particularly if 
the indie is in the first-run classi- 
fication. 


Showmen’s Golfie Chains 


tealty 
Corp., which recently sold its chain 


Haring & Blumenthal 


of Jersey theatres to the Stanley- 
Fabian Corp, only retaining the 
Utica, Brooklyn, and the Crescent, 
Bronx, will build a chain of minia- 
ture golf courses in the east. 

They already have two operating, 
both located in Union City, N. J, 
and are now building a third course 
in West New York, N. J. 

Within 30 days Fox will convert 
the second floor of the Audubon the- 
atre bawilding, New York, into two 
miniature golf courses. This will 


K-O Pictures, Columbia, Pathe and 
Universal. 

Candy and weighing machines 
will be installed in all R-K-O thea- 
tres, starting immediately, * 


Thursday, banquet. 
rriday ey 


ervbody scrammed 


i;(;ardens turn out 


mark Fox's first miniature golf 
course entry in the metropolitan 
district. 

Second floor is now used as a 
dance hall but when the lease exe 
pires Fox will take it back. 

Fox will install no more minia- 


courses in the metropolitan 
less both the courses in 
the Audubon and the one in Kew 
profitably. These 
pot will be used as a test. 
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Charwomen, Doormen, Porters 


After Theatre Unionization; 
Labor Situation in New York 


One hundred per cent unioniza- 
tion of show business is underway 
with the organizing of charwomen, 
porters and doormen, Thousands of 


such are now combining in Greater 
New York and are seeking an affili- 
ation with the American Federation 
of Labor, Already these workers 
have their policy set in Chicago, 
the first city to get underway. 

With a minimum wage scale of 
$35, double that which the average 
scrubwomen is now receiving, the 
extra salary burden on theatres in 
the film industry alone is estimated 
by exhibitor leaders to run into mil- 
lions. 

Coming at this time with the new 
scale about to be presented by pro- 
jectionists and with theatre owners 
avowing their intentions of not only 
refusing it but demanding that 
booth staffs be either cut in half or 
salaries reduced proportionately, 
things behind the film are admitted 
to have reached their toughest pass 
in history. 

War in Sight 

Warfare in the New York terri- 
tory, particularly so far as indie 
showmen are concerned, is claimed 
by leaders to be a certainty unless 
the operators compromise. 

One large indie circuit here has 
already taken the stand being advo- 
eated by theatre groups. It has 
ordered that $125,000 be cut from 
the annual total which film opera- 
tors’ salaries in its houses reaches 
ordinarily. The slash goes into 
effect for this circuit with the fall 
season. 

Where the get-together of scrub- 
women, et al., was first believed by 
leaders to be encouraged by the op- 
erators in order to gain the added 
strength and be in a position of re- 
prisal for any thumbs-down ma- 
neuvers on the part of theatre own- 
ers, this impression has been dim- 
inished by an investigation made 
subsequently by exhib organization 
men. 

According to these, the “trouble” 
etarted when Fox theatres let out a 
contract for portering, etc. to an 
outsider. This intermediary, ac- 
cording to the investigators, at- 
tempted to cut salaries even lower 
than they now are. In order to pro- 
tect themselves, plus the inspiration 
given by the initial activity, the 
movement started, 

Application for a charter for 
Greater New York is being made 
this week by the mop and broom 
wielders, exhibs hear. 

Regardless of the latest regiment, 
by far the strongest in number of 
any augmentary of show unionists, 
theatre leaders are determined to 
hold to original lines, 

Unless the union makes exhibitor 
representatives a party to all con- 
ferences, indie and theatre organi- 
zations will refuse to consider op- 
erator demands, it is stressed by 
6ome of the most powerful leaders 
who are old hands in bucking 

gecales., 


PHOTOPHONE HAS DEAF 
FAN HEARING DEVICE 


Radio Photophone has entered in- 
to a five year contract with Dicta- 
phone Products Corp. to distribute 
the acousticon, being manufactured 
by that company, under the title of 
“Seatphone.” 

The device is a headphone which 
Photophone hopes to sell to thea- 
tres for the accommodation of deaf 
fans. It is tapped to the amplifying 
channels between the booth and the 
screen and can be adjusted as to 
volume by the user. 

R-K-O theatres will be among the 
first to introduce the “Seatphone.” 


Warner’s Big 4 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Warners has four pictures in 
65 mm. film (Vitascope) on its pro- 
gram, three of which have already 
been completed. The trio are Sol- 
dier’s Plaything,” “Adios” and “Kis- 
met.” 

Studio is now searching for a 
story to put into wide film, and thus 
round out the quartet. 


| BRITISH TALKERS IN CAN. 


“Splinters” is First of Series—The 
Indies Going Strong 


Toronto, Aug. 12. 
Flock of British-made talkers are 
supposed to be accepted by Can- 
adian houses, mostly indies. 
First is “Splinters,’ which opens 
at the Royal Alexandra. This is 
the second talkie to be shown at 
city’s oldest legit house. “All 
Quiet” ran five weeks. “Atlantic” 
is soon to be released here. 
Regal Films are Can, distributors 
of the British talkers. If “Splin- 
ters” goes over the rest will follow 
quickly. 
Toronto, nor Canada, has taken 
much notice of British features and 
usually laid off them. Last one to 
come across played Loew’s Toronto 
and was well liked; one of the few 
to go over. 


Backyard Pony Golf 
For Kids in Denver 
Home Made-No Charge 


Denver, Aug. 12. 


Out here in Denver where the 
playgrounds are thick and most of 
’em have the wide open spaces sup- 
posed to be only in the west, the 
playground inspectors are helping 
youngsters build miniature golf 
courses. Cost is nothing, as the 
neighbors donate the lumber and 
the kids get the hazards from junk 
piles and use mother’s bread pans 
for “ponds.” 

Tees are pieces of old carpets, 
stovepipes are used for tunnels and 
cups are made from old tomato 
cans, 

No charge. Just furnish your 
own clubs and balls, 

Backyard courses built by the 
kids are springing up all over the 
city. The cruder, the more unusual 
and the more hazardous the course, 
the more in demand it is among the 
youngsters. No holes in one for 
them. The miniatures are crowd- 
ing out corner lot baseball, back- 
yard caves and playground rings. 
Stores here are selling nine-hole 
putting courses—52 pieces—nine 
holes, hazards, tees, etc., complete 
with equipment for setting up in 
backyard or indoors. Price, $6.50. 
Four furniture stores have closed 
out and put in pony golf. Several 
indoor ones are going in down- 
town. 


7 Par Houses Opening, 
3 Renamed Paramounts 


New Publix theatres about to 
open include: Denver and El Paso, 
Aug. 29; Fort Wayne, Ind., in Sep- 
tember; Stapleton, Staten Island, 
N. Y., Oct. 1; Nashville, Nov. 1, 
and Lynchburg, Va., Dec. 1. Each 
new house will be called Paramount. 

Three houses in Mississippi (the 
Greenwood, Greenwood; Saenger, 
Greenville, and Marion, Clarksdale), 
will henceforth be known as Para- 
mount, as also will the Majestic in 
Austin, Texas. 

A Paramount opens Oct. 1 in 
Manchester, England. 


A Rowland Report 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Undercover channels are carry- 
ing whispers of a new attempt by 
an organized group to clean up on 
the contro! of one of the _ in- 
dependent companies. 

So far as any investigation can 
reveal, it looks like the same bunch 
reported to have tried one of those 
legal coupes with Pathe in New 
York recently and failed. No con- 
firmation on this latter. 

Richard Rowland is out this way. 


Indef. Color Prints 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
Due to inability to guarantee de- 
livery of prints in time for release, 
date scheduled on Tiffany’s “Bar- 
barian,” Technicolor is out of the 
picture, 


A ‘Moby Dick’ Peach 


New York dailies Monday 
got all ribbed up over the cap- 
tain of a ferryboat claiming to 
have seen a big whale in the 
harbor that morning. Stories 
said the whale came up, took 
a look at the boat, dived, came 
up again and snorted, disap- 
pearing—temporarily. 

Just like “Moby Dick,” the 
Warners educated whale that 
is opening tomorrow night (14) 
at $2 per. 

That’s peachy stuff for un- 
educated city editors to go for. 


ARTHUR STICKS 
WITH FOX, EAST 


Harry Arthur is now in complete 
operating control of Fox Theatres 
in the east. Deal for this end, ac- 
cording to inside, was completed 
between Arthur and Harley L. 
Clarke yesterday (12). Oscar 
Oldknow, executive v.p. of Fox The- 
atres, will handle its finances. In 
essence same arrangement as be- 


fore, only now made permanent. 
This means Arthur is to stay in the 
east. 

Arthur came east in May follow- 
ing Clarke’s gaining control. At time 
it was stated that Arthur’s com- 
ing was in nature temporary and 


‘principally to clean up the theatre 


situation. It was figured that this 
would require six months. 


Only change in the offing is with 
the Fox real estate department 
which is being cut and made an 
accessory of the operating and 
financial functions of Arthur and 
Oldknow. This instead of an inde- 
pendent department. Inside is that 
the real estate department will be 
cut practically entirely except for 
Alexander Kempner, present head, 
who will assist Arthur and Oldknow 
in realty transactions. 


Arthur at the present is on his 
way to the coast where he will be 
a witness in the government’s suit 
against Fox West Coast. The trial 
is set in the Los Angeles Federal 
Court for Aug. 18, and is figured to 
last about two weeks. Jack Sulli- 
van, film buyer for Fox Theatres, 
is also on his way west. 

During Arthur’s absence Oscar 
Oldknow will have charge of the 
operation in the east, in addition to 
his financial duties. 

Meanwhile Joe Leo, former Fox 
eastern theatre operator, is loafing 
on the company at his regular sal- 
ary of $1,250 weekly. 


L. A. INVESTIGATION ON 
‘DAWN PATROL’ SCRIPT 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Mystery surrounds the asserted 
attempt of several persons to pur- 
loin a script of First National's 
‘Dawn Patrol,” the object of liti- 
gation in the local courts. 
J. M. March, Caddo writer; F. J. 
Easley, private detective, who said 
he was employed by Caddo; Edith 
Higgins and Carmelita Sweeney, 
the latter reported as a Warner em- 
ployee, are named in the story. 

District attorney’s office is still 
investigating the affair, with no 
date set for a formal hearing. It 
has not been revealed where detec- 
tivés first got their tip of the al- 
leged conspiracy. Miss Higgins is 
described as the “go between.” 

Both Caddo, on behalf or “Hell's 
Angels,” and Tiffany, through 
“Journey’s End,” have started suit 
against “Dawn Patrol.” 


Double Exposure Premiere 


An initial double exposure pre- 
miere of a talker is getting plenty 
of notice in New York. It’s for 
“Hell’s Angels” Friday evening (15) 
at the Criterion and Gaiety on 
Broadway. 

A regular top tariff of $2.50 will 
follow the $11 opening nick. 

Howard Hughes will be present to 
see his $4,000,000 split up between 
two houses. He may re-audit the 
production cost, allocating it 50-50 
or accordingly, to either house, as 
business breaks at the b. o.’s. 


Future Control 


Dramatic two-year fight of the talker equipment concerns to lang 
a scissors on the film biz angled a new touch the past few days, por- 
tending a vast change in the relief map of the industry. Not only wij} 
the electrical control shift materially, but with it will go patents, Tcle. 
vision, radio and three-quarters of the producing and theatre world. 

When every deal now pending has been washed, Paramount Publix 
will be the only major company left unaffiliated, or nearly so. Which 
means the long-expectant push for a controlled film world is actually 
in the weave. 

In the negotiations are included the Chase National Bank, Western 
Electric, General Electric, General Talking Pictures (DeForest), British 
General Electric, Associated Sound Film Industries (British), Radio 
Corp., DeForest Radio, General Theatres Euipment, Fox, Warners, 
Loew’s, Metro, Radio Pictures and R-K-O. 

When the union has been knitted through a vast holding company 
or a series of them will result, with the papa of them all General 
Electric, it is claimed. That’s where electrical control shifts. ‘The 
present negotiations, while admitting W.E. in, will change responsi- 
bility of control from A. T. & T. and W. E. directly onto’ G. E. and the 
latter’s subsids, principal one of the latter being RCA. 

In essence this is nothing more nor less than had been previously 
written about. A. T. & T., wearied by the patent suits and possession 
of E. R. P. L, is figuring on shifting the latter organization, according 
to inside, all the way out or by virtue of a deal through sale or other- 
wise onto G. E. 

Harley L. Clarke, president of Fox, may become associated with West- 
inghouse, manufacturing subsid of General Electric, according to bank- 
ing info. This move will officially start the patent pooling off and 
begin the throwing into the pot, not only Fox, but General Theatres 
Euipment and the Clarke controlled Jenkins Television, and also De- 
Forest Radio, in which Clarke is also interested. 

Bankers’ Selection 

It seems the bankers have picked Clarke to run the eulpment biz 
from A to Z. While this was going on another branch of bankers’ reps 
were under cover, talking a deal between R-K-O and Warners. Inside 
is that it began in Europe when Clarke, his lawyer, F. E. Matthews, 
Harry Warner and Joseph I. Schnitzer, latter prexy of Radio Pictures, 
were abroad. Warner is known to have gone over on a money deal, 
but is said to have returned with a combo arrangement that sooner or 
later is to be culminated. 

Matthews is still in Europe, although Clarke. has returned. Shortly 
after the bankers and General Talking Pictures got together, David 
Sarnoff left on a trip to Europe, while Albert Wiggin, president of 
Chase, left about the same time. The plan formulated here, the 
prelim arrangements may get under way in Europe, from where Edgar 
Bloom, president of W. E., returned last week. 
So far as can be analyzed, the matter is to be culled over with the 
British General Electric and the German electrics. Both are partners 
in Associated Sound Film Industries with G. T. P. (DeForest). Warners 
are also interested in the German electrics, 
That the deals have progressed to an extent is evidenced by the 
setups in organization, according to insiders. Clarke already 
has been mentioned as head of the equipment end. Picture end, so far 
as investigation has proved, is still to be worked out. In addition, 
Clarke will also head television equipment, while Sarnoff will 
handle radio and television communication and entertainment. Patent 
end is to be handled by M. A. Schlesinger, president of G. T. P. Nicholas 
Schenck is figured for the theatres. 

Months of Palavering 
Though only now really envisioned on the outside, the plan has been in 
formulation for months, almost from the time Clarke got into Fox. 
Bankers impelled by the Chase Bank to transact that deal are reported 
as more than willing to let go their charges and G. E. is big enough to 
take it off their hands. Inside dope runs that Fox alone has $55,000,000 
or thereabouts in bonds still held by bankers out of the original 
financing. 
With Paramount remaining out of the deal, looks like Morgan and 
Kuhn, Loeb, latter Par bankers, have come to an agreement on some- 
thing suitable to both. Latest angle is that Paramount has reached 
the ultimate aim it has hoped for in expansion and is willing to rest as 
now is. 
Through interchange of Television and radio patents the whole deal 
becomes linked with International Telephone and Telegraph, also a 
Morgan company, which under arrangement with G. BE. has radio com- 
munication wires utilized through a subsid, Federal Telegraph. It 
also owns Postal Telegraph. 
While this combo is all the way around, there will still be major 
competition from Paramount, perhaps to become the biggest lonely 
leading company at last. 


everyone on the lot under contract 
is invited to fraternize. Overhead 
takes care of the parties. 


Another studio favors the vaca- 
tion trip around the country for 
personal appearances. Personal 
publicity man goes along as the 
vanity tickler. These appearances 
are figured to mean something but 
cLie{f asset is the sweetness enxen- 
dered. 

Shrewdest of them all is the chap 
who passes out automobiles occa- 
sionally to his help. Someone Lips 
him that so-and-so isn’t satisfied 
with the pay check and is goiny to 


Temperament Oil 


(Continued from page 3) 


work, are these immense billboards 
tciling Hollywood of the pictures 
to come. All the names are there, 
writers and directors too. They may 
not be billboarded elsewh:re this 
Way, bui the employees woa’t miss 
what they won't see. 

There are those trick bungalows 
for dressing rooms. Cost a lot of 
jack but cheap at any price to the 
producer. For the femme stars, it’s 


design them yourself. Any type 

of furniture your heart desires; |?©™2nd a big jump when the coa- 
same for decorating. We'll foot tract runs out. A few days J:ter 
the bill. And does this keep them the dissatisfied player is called invo 
cmaat tne private office and after a snert 


ana touching speech the player finds 
himseif owner of a new eight cylin- 
der job. When contract time comes 
along the player has forgotten his 
idea of injustices. 

If after all this special attenticn 
a player still siiuws fiis of tenipera- 


A month or two ago one of the 
starlets got married and took the 
honeymoon trip to Honolulu. There 
was a new bouquet of gardenias 
on the table at every meal with 
the producer’s compliments. Ship’s 


order was to keep them on ice and 
dish them out as the trip prog- 
ressed, Same player's wedding gift 
from the boss was five grand worth 
of gold plate. 


Trousseau on the Overhead 


Another femme player at a studio 
about to take the jump favored the 
studio designer to make the trous- 
seau. Heavy schedule at the stu- 
dio ahead for the designer, but what 
of it? The modiste got a vacation 
so she could work for the star. 
And the charge was on the studio. 

Another producer says it with 
parties. He throws the high, wide 


and handsome periodically, and 


ment, there's a quick letuut. Even 
biggest ones aren’t being ex- 
cused for mean dispositions these 
cays. 


3 Radio Men Arrive 
Hiram S. Brown, Lee Marcus and 
William Le Baron arrived in New 


York yesterday (Tuesday) from the 
west coast. The former two re- 


turned to their eastern offices after 
a brief inspection trip to the west 
coast studios of R-K-O Radio. 

Le Baron, Radio Pictures’ pro- 
ducing head, is east on one of his 
periodical trips. 
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WARNER BROS. 
OLLYWOOD THEATRE 


can have day and date 
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Warner Bros. 
1930-31 Productions 
BIGGER THAN 
THE BIGGEST 
BETTER THAN 

THE BEST 
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“Variety Bulletin Condensed 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “V 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and pl 
weekly “Variety.” 


ariety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
aced as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 


News from the Dailies in Los Ang 
department in this issue and hereaft 


eles will be found in that customary 
er. 


Revival of stage shows in the 
larger local theatres has brought a 
swarm of “opportunity” nights, 
billed as amateur performances, in 
the Los Angeles. neighborhood 
houses. On record are 27 such the- 
atres, using professional acts for $5 
or less. One office is booking 17 
of the stands, taking 10% commis- 
sion. As an example of prices, a 
six-girl act played three nights for 
a total of $20. 

Vaude acts are grabbing the 
dates as their last stand in Coast 
show business. 


Pathe’s quota of four features to 
be made in England by its sub- 
sidiary, P.D.C., will be supervised 
by American directors from the 
Coast studio who will be appointed 
producers and shipped to England. 
Directors are E. H. Griffith, Paul 
Stein, Tay Garnett and Russell 
Mack. They’ll be sent across one at 
a time, and while there will make 
Spanish and German versions of 
their features. 

Pathe stars, Constance Bennett, 
Ann Harding, Wm. Boyd and Helen 
Twelvetrees will also go over for 
one picture each. 

Crews and technicians of British 
birth also are to be shipped from 
the Coast for the four quota films. 
E. B. Derr, president of Pathe, left 
Hollywood Friday night by plane to 
complete arrangements in New 
York for the quota experiment. 


Metro has temporarily released 
Lionel Barrymore so that he may 
direct the next Barbara Stanwyck 
release, tentatively titled ‘‘Rose- 
land,” at Columbia. 


First National has withdrawn its 
consent to loan Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., to Fox for the juve lead in Will 
Rogers’ “Lightnin’” (Fox). Joel 
McCrea, borrowed from Radio, re- 
places. 


If Aimee Semple McPherson ever 
makes the feature she’s been plan- 
ning for six months, Roy Stewart, 
former cowboy star, will have the 
male lead. Stewart was the origi- 
nal promoter. 


New agreement going into effect 
Sept. 1 between local theatres and 
the operators’ union has a gentle- 
man’s agreement that the two-man 
rule for all booths will not be arbi- 
trarily enforced upon the smaller 
houses. If one man can handle the 
machines the union will let it slide. 


Sam Goldwyn is seriously think- 
ing of showing ‘‘Whoopee” in two 
local houses simultaneously. He’s 
waiting to see what happens east 
when “Hell’s Angels” tries the idea 
on Broadway, 


Universal's “Western Front” was 
shoved out of its turn at the Cri- 
terion by West Coast’s decision that 
“Good News” should go into the 
house next because of extensive 
magazine advertising starting day 
and date with the opening. ‘Blush- 
ing Brides” is in the house now, and 
“All Quiet” was supposed to follow. 

Decision holds up the general 
local release of “Quiet,” so Uni- 
versal may put the picture into the 
R-K-O Orpheum. 


Sunday papers listed 89 miniature 
golf courses for sale, new high. 
Meanwhile some of the _ older 
courses, losing their heavy play, are 
letting kids putt around for noth- 
ing, figuring they’re good shills. 


Cutting short his trip to Europe, 
Buster Keaton will be back here 
late in September. At Metro, 
where he’s under contract, nothing 
is said about his next picture. 


Universal has renewed negotia- 
tions for “Street Scene,” after 
dropping the bargaining once be- 
cause the price was figured too 
high. 


Universal’s “Leatherpushers” 
ies is being held up pending re- 
covery of Kane Richmond, who 
sprained an ankle while working. 


ser- 


Gene Byrnes, radio announcer, 
will appear in 24 shorts for Charles 
Day Productions. They’re comedy 
monologs by “Standard Discount 
Webster,” character created by 
Byrnes over the air. 


After looking around for a month 
on the coast, Jacob Ben Ami, Yid- 
dish actor, is going back to New 
York to continue in legit. 


Graf Brothers, who gave up pic- 
ture producing to manufacture flex- 
ible and non-breaking records, are 
building a plant on Sunset boule- 
vard. Company originally started 
in San Francisco. 


Arthur Loew and Ludwig Law- 
rence, Metro’s reps in Europe, are 
arriving here by plane early this 


week for a confab on foreign pro- 
ductions. 


Youngest contract player in the 
studios is Billy Barty, three years 
old. Kid goes to Larry Darmour for 
the “Mickey McGuire” comedies. 


Extra placements for the week 
ending Friday totaled 5,170. Biggest 
day was Friday with 1,098 extra 
people working. 


When First National closes down 
in September, Hal Wallis, studio 
manager and production exec, and 
Mrs. Wallis (Louise Fazenda) will 
go abroad for two months. 


Hedda Hopper and Andre Berly 
have been given term contracts by 
Metro. Edwina Booth has had her 
option taken up by the same studio. 
Barry Norton, out of pictures since 
talkers, is under contract to Para- 
mount. He will be spotted in do- 
mestics and foreigns. 


Lily Damita is scheduled to return 
here the latter part of this month 
to resume her contract with Samuel 
Goldwyn, which has two years to 
run, under a guarantee of two pic- 
tures. The actress was loaned to 
play the lead in “Sons o’ Guns.” 


Rube Bernstein blew back to New 
York this week. Bernstein had a 
deal on wtih Warners which was 
suspended when the- studio an- 
nounced its shutdown. Likely he 
will return to burlesque. 


Contract of Gavin Gordon expires 
Sept. 1 with Metro not renewing it. 
He will free lance. 


By arrangement with Samuel 
Goldwyn, Florenz Ziegfeld is taking 
Louis Bromfield east to write the 
book for his next musical. Brom- 
field returns here in October to work 
on the next Ronald Colman story. 


Tiffany will make six two-reelers 
with Paul Hurst based on H. C. 
Witner’s “Classics in Slang.” 


Metro will make a French version 
of “Cheri-Bibi,”’ Lon Chaney’s next. 
Script by Bess Meredith is being 
translated to French by Valentine 


Mandelbaum, French government’s 
rep here. 
Writers engaged by “Liberty” 


Productions to prepare stories for 
future productions are Richard 
Barry, George Draney, Earl Snell, 
Agnes Parsons and Elsie Robertson. 
Latter two were formerly at Uni- 
versal, 


Roach has discontinued shooting 
foreigns of the Our Gang Comedies. 
Titles will be used in the English 
talkers for Export. Metro, which 
started the parade back to dubbing, 
will use this method in “The Green 
Ghost.” 


Columbia has not yet found its 
male leads for “Tol’able David” and 
“Criminal Code.” Outside chance 
that Lew Ayres will be borrowed 
from U for “Code.” 


Benjamin Zeidman, who resigned 
as supervisor at Paramount, has 
been engaged by Columbia in the 
same capacity, with “David” as his 
first assignment. 


Muge going around town suggest- 
ing to bus companies that they get 
together with him in renting an old 
studio to take tourists through at $1 
a throw, with idea that they are 
seeing pictures made. Extras would 
be used as supposed players. 


Because of a shortage 
material, 


in story 
Paramount has instituted 


the story cabinet system, whereby 
each associate producer presides 
over a group of writers at round- 


table discussions for story ideas. 


According to a statement by Carl 
Laemmle, Jr., John Murray Ander- 


son will work out the balance of 
his three year contract with Uni- 
versal. Anderson brought a flock 


of new stories with him from New 
York. 


Walter Wanger, general manager 
of Paramount production and Harry 
M. Goetz, assistant treasurer, are 
here for confabs with Jesse Lasky 
and B. P. Schulberg. Division of 
production between here and Long 
Island studios chief topic, 


Completing his technical advis- 
ory work on “Up the River,” Capt. 
Frank Peabody, former New York 
detective, is off the Fox payroll. 


Figuring that Lew Ayres’ b. o. 
value since “All Quiet” will stand 
a starring spot, Universal is put- 
ting his name above ‘Mississippi,” 
scheduled as his next. 


Because of difference of opinion 
between U execs and Basil Rath- 


In School Again 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Studio secretaries now have 
a new excuse for keeping their 
bosses from being interrupted 
by agents, story peddlers and 
job seekers. If the exec isn’t 
in conference, he’s probably 
taking his Spanish, French or 
German lessons. 

Most of the major studios 
employ a language instructor 
who devotes all his time go- 
ing from office giving the writ- 
ers and executives daily les- 
sons, 


HAS NEW 
MM. DEVICE 


General Talking Pictures (DeFor- 
est) is set on a new home talker de- 
vice with new angles. Instead of 


16 m.m. G.T.P. is going in for 20 
m.m. width. It is explained by the 
G.T.P. opinion of engineers that 20 
m.m. is more suitable for home re- 
production. 


G.T.P.’s machine weighs 39 pounds 
and is fitted up with its own ampli- 
fication system similar to radio, like 
which it operates. It’s a socket 
plug-in idea. Device is already be- 
ing manufactured for early market- 
ing in about three months, to sell 
for about $200. 

G.T.P. has hired Estelle H. Ries, 
daughter of Elias Ries, inventor of 
the Ries patent, for special publicity 
work. Miss Ries is a writer with 
books to her credit. 

Other new personnel includes 
Frank Pelzer, patent lawyer, and 
original attorney who worked out 
the Ries patent with the inventor; 
Kimbale Stark, radio engineer, for- 
merly with Fada, to be special con- 
tact man between the sales and en- 
gineering department. Which may 
or may hot mean an expansion cam- 
paign, for two technical film ex- 
perts have also been added. Nobody 
known to be fired. 


WB Invading Texas? 


Dallas, Aug. 12. 


Rumor of possible Warner inva- 
sion of Texas comes from Oklahoma 
City where new WB Midwest 
opened the brothers’ activities in 
Sooner state, under management of 
Leto J. Hill. Besides Midwest, WB 
also operate the Empress, Liberty 
and Orpheum, with Tod Ferguson 
handling p. a. job for whole group. 
So far Texas is strictly Warner- 
less, although considerable battle 
has been waged for favorable cir- 


cuits by both Publix, Fox and 
R-K-O. 
bone over the revised story of 


“Boudoir Diplomat,” nee “The Com- 
mand to Love,” Ian Keith will play 
the part originally scheduled for 
Rathbone. The latter’s chief ob- 
jection to the screen version of the 
part he played in legit was that 
the thing had become a bedroom 
drama set in a parlor. 


Susan Glastell’s novel, “Brook 
Evans” is Ruth Chatterton’s next 
at Paramount. Its release title is 
“The Right to Love.” 


Fashion Features, producing 
Fashion News, has expanded its 
operations to take in production of 
two-reel domestic comedies. 


His contract at Metro expiring 
next month, Sammy Lee may go 
east to stage the dances in Zieg- 
feld’s “Tom, Dick and Harry.” 
Meanwhile, Lee still has four more 
shorts to produce for Metro. 


Richard Barros, former indie 
agent, has been appointed head of 
the newly formed foreign depart- 


ment of the local William 
office, 


Morris 


Adam Hull Shirk’s play “The 
Ape,” produced locally as a mystery 
shocker, is being adapted for laughs 
by Liberty Productions. 


With Amos ’n’ Andy picking the 
supporting cast for their first 
R-K-O picture, the studio at their 
request, imported Russell Powell, 
stage character player from the 
east, to play the part of “Kingfish.” 


Elevated from the story depart- 
ment to supervision of foreign ver- 
sion shorts at Fox, Frank Gay will 
work under John Stone, head of the 
entire foreign department. 


Fred Beers has quit his agency 
partnership with Phil Berg to be- 
come asst. casting director to Cliff 


Robertson at Columbia. 


— 


Sono-Art's Affiliations Unknot, 


Leaving Cruze 


with Tiffany 


DOUG MacLEAN ASKS $5,000 


Suit Against Warners Over “Never 
Say Die” Rights 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Douglas MacLean is suing War- 
ners for $5,000. This is allegedly 
due for the rights to play “Never 
Say Die,” done as a silent by Mac- 
Lean some years ago. 

MacLean claims a contract was 
signed Jast August, subject to the 
adjustment of distribution rights 
of Pathe. Warners has not com- 
pleted its part, despite Pathe angle 
being smoothed out, MacLean 
charges. 


HUFFMAN OF DENVER 
HAS CIRCUIT OF FIVE 


Denver, Aug. 12. 

Harry Huffman is taking over the 
Tabor, 2,200 seats, from the Bi- 
Metallic Investment Co. on Oct. 1 
and will close the theatre for two 
weeks for overhauling and reseat- 
ing. He will spend $50,000 in im- 
proving the house, including a new 
lobby. 

Huffman’s control of the Tabor 
will close his own America within a 
year, as the Bennetts, who con- 
trolled the Tabor, want to build an 
office building where the America 
is now. 

This deal gives Huffman five the- 
atres in Denver, three of them first 
runs, 

Fox and Warner films will be 
used as the backbone of the new 
programs; not decided if stage 
shows continued at the Tabor, 
where at present they are using 
Fanchon and Marco, 

Mark J. Bennett, manager of the 
Tabor, is undecided as to his plans. 
Taking the Tabor after it had b-en 
going in the red consistently, he 
made it a money-maker. Tis is 
the first theatre he has been with, 
coming from the insurance and real 
estate business, 


Marcus Opens Old Studio 
For Buffalo Bill Picture 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Gene Marcus, former state right 
distributor, will produce light west- 
erns featuring Buffalo Bill, Jr. Pic- 
tures will ge made at the old U. M. 
Dailey studios, with Irving Fogle 
supervising. Release will be through 
the state righters. 

Studio has been renamed the West 
Coast Studios, and Phono-Kinema 
talker equipment installed. 


Chas. Rogers’ Specials 


Two of the super specials which 
Charles Rogers will make under his 
contract with Radio Pictures will 
include picturization of the stage 
play, “The Common Law,” and “Mil- 
lie,” a flapper novel. He is now on 
the coast preparing for casting. 

Rogers’ contract calls for no hur- 
ry on production with the inside be- 
ing that Rogers will extend his op- 
erations on the four films over a 
year so as to assure reasonable 
safety in effecting quality. 


CITY AS EXHIBITOR 
Danbury, Aug. 12. 

The town of Newtown, Conn., is 
going into the picture business. The 
town hall, recently presented to 
Newtown, has an auditorium com- 
pletely equipped for sound pictures, 
and the town is now cashing in on 
it. Arthur J. Smith has been named 
as manager. 

The board of selectmen will cen- 
sor all films before shown to the 
public. 


HONOLULU SHORTS 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Brown-Nagle will produce a se- 
ries of shorts in Honolulu. Pictures 
are to be made in sound and Multi- 
color. 
Reported Tiffany will release. 


Iwerks’ New Cartoon Series 

Ub JIwerks has taken out license 
under the Bray-Hurd patents to 
produce a cartoon series of entirely 
new character for release through 
Metro. 

Iwerks was formerly with the 


Disney Cartoons. 


Looks like Tiffany has bought the 
James Cruze contract from First 
Division and that Cruze hereafter 
will produce and direct under the 
Young banner, at least for next 
year. Program is given as calling 
for 10 pictures to be made by 
Cruze. Deal towards this end given 
as set with parties signing in De- 
troit Tuesday (12). 

This means that Cruze Produce. 
tions, Inc., has pulled out of itg 
Sono-Art deal, which ends Sept. 1, 
At the same time Sono-Art may 
pull out of its deal with Worla 
Wide on distribution at the same 
date. Studios of Sono-Art having 
been closed and the company now 
only awaiting completion of two 
films which Cruze has still fo make 
under Sono-Art contract befére new 
plans can be evolved. 

Sono-Art company was set and 
doing okay until its financial sup. 


port crashed with no warning, 
Company still has “Honeymoon 
Lane,” an Eddie Dowling film, 


which goes for distribution through 
Paramount-Publix. 

Fact that Cruze signs with Tife 
fany makes it look like F. D. has 
pulled out by same token, since 
F. D. was supposed to have contract 
with Cruze Productions, Inc., for 
next season. 

Whole thing is plenty involved, 
Both Cruze Productions, Inc., and 
F. D. were tied in with Sono-Art, 
principally through a contract with 
F. D., whereby latter got distribu- 
tion rights in New York territory 
plus slice elsewhere. Elsewhere 
meant where World Wide dis« 
tributed, World Wide being tied in 
with Sono-Art on_ distribution, 
World Wide also is tied in with 
Educational, both companies being 
controlled by E. W. Hammons, 
president of Educational. 


UNIONS AND THEATRES 
MEETING ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

First skirn.ish in negotiation of 
new contracts between allied stage 
crafts and theatre managers failed 
to bring an agreement after a three- 
hour meeting yesterday (11). 

The stage hands are directing the 
battle, with the operators and musi- 
cians on the sidelines until that 
union has closed its megotiations. 
A $5 increase over the present scale 
is asked by the stage hands in all 
houses, while operators are making 
the same demands in deluxe theatres 
only. 

Other demands are made but until 
the question of scale is settled, they 
will not be taken vfp. Attitude of 
the musicians is neutral but with a 
few changes set ferth in their new 
demands. 

Thus far only the picture house 
managers have conferred with union 
officials, with legit managers biding 
time although the impending Sep- 
tember contracts affect them also. 

Further conferences between labor 
groups and theatre managers will 
be held this week. 

Chances of any battle are stated 
as slight. 


Another “Cohens-Kellys” 
Between Shorts at U 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

With U starting its two-reel series 
of Murray-Sidney shorts this week, 
it’s likely the pair will make a feae 
ture in between. 

Picture, as outlined, will be called 
“The Cohens and Kellys Hunting 
Wild Game in Africa.” 


“Silent Men” Talking 


Culver City, Aug. 12. 
Metro will re-issue a talker vere 
sion of “The Valley of Silent Men.” 
This was made as a silent six or 
seven years ago by Cosmopolitan. 


WB’S NEW SHORTS 

New Vitaphone varieties made at 
Warners’ Flatbush studio include: 
Andrew Toombes in “Knocking 
Cold”; Donald Brian in “My Mis- 
take” by Chester Erskine; “A Trip 
to Paris,” with Bobby Jarvi; and 
“The Unfair Sex” by Benny Ryan 
with Dolly Gilbert and Dan Healey. 

Willie Howard and Lee Kohimar 
are to appear in “The 13th Pris- 


oner.” 
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| Under present theatre conditions you can’t afford to gamble with the quality 
of your 1930-31 attractions. Buy safe—buy PARAMOUNT. 


2. You should depend upon a producing company which will not have to re- 
trench upon money and talent put into pictures, thus decreasing quality. 
PARAMOUNT’S resources and roster of stars are the largest in history. 

Things that strike thinking exhibitors in 1930-31 product announcements: 


a. PARAMOUNT gives definite information as to titles, stars, éasts, etc. 
b. PARAMOUNT?’S program contains an amazingly high percentage of naturals. 


c. PARAMOUNT has only Class A stars at the height of their popularity. Also 
more coming stars than anybody in the business. The PARAMOUNT exhib- 


itor will have more box office names in March, 1931, even than he has today. 

d. PARAMOUNT has a large number of pictures deliberately designed to bring 
children to your theatre. Harold Lloyd, Moran and Mack, “Skippy,” “Tom 
Sawyer,” “Huckleberry Finn,” a whole series of Westerns, etc. 


e. PARAMOUNT has the only short subjects program actually based upon 


a nation-wide survey of theatre needs. 
| PARAMOUNT theatre as well as production brains sit in on our 1930-31 
group. A protection to all exhibitors. 


» PARAMOUNT’S policy of dealing with customers is notoriously fair. We are 


proud of the goodwill we enjoy with theatre men. 


G When the going roughens, the wisest policy in any business is to stick to the 
leader. In show business—PARAMOUNT. 
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1930-31 PARAMOUNT CONTRACT 
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ARTY BUNCH GOING BIG 
FOR SILENTS IN CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
‘silent pictures here are swinging 
he exclusive class and are get- 


t 
sod a big play from the ultra smart 
mob. First house to try the idea 


was the Cinema on the near north- 
side which has been rolling up a 
nice biz. Latest is the Central, 
which will be known as the Punch 
and Judy after Sept. 1 and will cater 
to the silent reels. 

This house, located in the music 
school section of the Loop, is hav- 
ing approximately $50,000 spent on 
interior decorations and will serve 
coffee and cigs, the same as the 
Cinema, with each show. 

Art music and other sidelines will 
be given spots in the smoking rooms 
and lobbies, with artists painting a 
quick likeness of any patron who 
wants to sit still for a half hour and 


$5. 


PAR’S L. A. STAGE SHOW 
DEPENDS ON UNION 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

Matter of resumption of stage 
units at the Paramount as one of 
four houses on the west coast for 
shows produced out of San Fran- 
cisco hinges, according to latest 
report, on a settlement for a new 
contract with stage hands. Until 
that time stage shows will not be 
placed in the local Paramount, and 


“not then unless Publix is successful 


in negotiating a satisfactory con- 
tract with the union. 

Publix officials are meeting with 
union men on the new contract, 
with another conference scheduled 
for this week at which scales for 
the coming year may be mutually 
agreed on. y) 

Until that time return of stage 
shows remains in the air. 


Joe Goldberg Coastward; 
And Col’s Good Season 


Columbia’s general sales mer., 
Joe Goldberg, is leaving for a trip 
to the company’s coast studio. 

Film mén say Columbia looks in 
for a good season. Besides its con- 
tracted playing for R-K-O, Gold- 
berg has set Col’s product with the 
available houses on about all of the 
other circuits excepting Paramount. 

Last deal Goldberg is reported to 
have made before leaving was with 
Warners. 


Par-Publix May Scrap 2 
House Organs, Issuing 1 


Paramount Publix may scrap its 
two 


house organs, ‘New Show 
World” (distribution) and “Publix 
Opinion” (operation) and in their 


place get out one inside organ un- 
der the title of “Paramount Publix 
World.” 

The move is under discussion at 
present with the separate organs 
continuing until something definite 
is decided. 

‘ Ben Serkowich has been editing 

Publix Opinion” and Leon J. Bam- 
berger Par’s “New Show World.” 

In discussions so far on the pro- 
posed inter-organization paper, 
considerable opposition from Publix 
has been voiced against the mer- 
ger, it is known. 


UNLICENSED INDIE FINED 
‘Lynchburg, Aug. 12. 

L. M. Winesburg, indie exhib at 
a whistle-stop called Stephens City, 
this State, was ordered not to show 
United Artists and Paramount pic- 
tures without the owners’ consent 
by Judge Henry Clay McDowell of 
federal district court, here. 

In addition Winesburg paid $250 
to U. A. and $1,500 to Paramount for 
infringing copyrights by showing 
Pictures without their license. 


; Par Pep Club Nominees 
Nominations of officers for the 
a ant Pep Club for the next 
WO years are Metzler, presi- 
nt; Lou Diamond, vice-president; 
Ww. J. Doughney, treasurer; Rose 
Ree secretary, and Miss A. 
om chenbach, Helen Winston, E. A. 
rown, J. E. McDermott and Joseph 

A. Walsh, board of governors, 


Publix Drops One 
nee has cancelled its lease as 
c ugust on the Lyric, Streeter, II. 
ircuit retires from the town. 


Machine Age 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Tiffany’s retrenchment order 
has affected the front gateman, 
who has been on the job for 
two years. 

He is being replaced by a 
board fence and a buzz from 
the phone operator. 


CHI EXHIBS DEMAND % 
TERMS AND % PROFITS 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Exhibitors here are demanding 
that more pictures be played un- 
der percentage agreements, Ex- 
changes are not strong for the idea, 
mainly because of the inability of 
checking up accurately, and cost of 
the checkers, which in some small 
houses is almost as much as the 
distributor’s share. 


A new note brought up by the 
exhibitor associations is a demand 
to share in the total profits of a 
picture, since they believe that as 
exhibs they contribute largely to the 
picture’s success. 


Figuring that the Chicago terri- 
tory sales quota, which is generally 
estimated at 12144% of the national 
sales value, the exhibs are demand- 
ing rebates in cases where the total 
receipts exceed the quota. For in- 
stance, in the case of a $1,000,000 
national quota, Chi territory share 
would be about $125,000. 


The exhibs argue that if the pic- 
ture, played on percentage, grabs 
$200,000 locally, the excess should 
be split between the exchanges and 
exhibitors. 


PUBLIX ORDERS ORGANS 
BACK IN NEW HOUSES 


Lynchburg, Aug. 12. 

Builders of the new 1,600-seat 
Publix house here have received or- 
ders from Paramount headquarters 
to install two organ lofts large 
enough to accommodate a huge 
organ. 

Publix officials previously never 
officially announced the house would 
contain organ, but it is generally 
understood one will:be bought out 
of $105,000 set aside for ‘“decora- 
tions.” . 


This is a reversal of some of Pub- 
lix’s last year’s plans when new 
theatres were proposed to be not 
only minus organs but also stages. 

The trend of things has been such 
since that not only were stages or- 
dered back, but remodifications also 
made provisions for the organists, 
heretofore an important integral 
factor in Publix theatres. 


Derr Right Back © 


E. B. Derr of Pathe hit New York 
Monday and will return to the coast 
the end of the week. 

The president and producing head 
of Pathe came east to talk over 


business matters in general, rela- 
tive to the company, including ar- 
rangements for the lease of “Her 


Man.” 
“Her Man” is the current Pathe 
rave. Any Patheite will swear it’s | 


“Holiday.” 


a better talker than 


Robertson with Col. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
John Robertson, vet director, has 
been signed: by Columbia to make 
“Madonna of the Streets.” 


WARNER’S, NEWARK. CLOSES 
Newark, Aug. 12. 

Although repeatedly denied, War- 
ners closed the Rialto Aug. 8. It} 
was suddenly decided Wednesday | 
(6) it was senseless to buck the | 
weather any further. Notice had| 
been given from week to week thru 
the summer but this intended mere- 
ly as a precaution. 

The Orpheum, colored house, has 
also closed until the end of August. 
This is the first summer the Or- 
pheum closed since it was made a 
colored house. 

Other houses closed are Fox 
Terminal, Little and Playhouse and 
of course the legits. If present 
plans are carried out, the two legits 
open Aug. 25, while the picture 
houses are still closed. 

The only first-run uncooled house 
now open in the city is the big 
Mosque. 


McCarthy Assists in Fox 
Office Prior Going West 


J. J. McCarthy is expected to re- 
main in New York four or six weeks 
before departing for the Fox stu- 
dios on the coast. He lately re- 
turned from across, after handling 
the opening of the John McCormack 
picture, “Song o’ My Heart,” in 
London and Dublin. 

McCarthy will step into Al Lewis’ 
post in the local Fox office while 
the latter makes a flying trip to 
the coast. Upon Lewis’ return Mc- 
Carthy will start westward for the 
winter. 


Infringement Alleged by 
Fearless Camera Patents 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Suits charging infringement of 
patents by Fearless Camera are on 
file in Federal Court here through 
several complaints, 

Mtichell Camera Corp. is. suing 
Ralph G. Fear and his wife, Grace 
M. Fear for utilizng an improved 
film magazine and movement mech- 
anism. 

Similar charge by Samuel L. Har- 
ris of Associated Process Patents is 
on record. 


Litile Left on Ist N. Lot 
Until Re-start in Jan. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

First National has begun produc- 
tion on its program of nine foreign 
version originals, starting with the 
French and German talkers. It is 
cleaning up but three talkers on 
the regular schedule, “Sunny,” 
“Mother’s Cry” and “Little Caesar,”’ 
before going into operation only for 
the foreign versions, 

Except for this, studio will be 
inactive until December, when 
building of sets will begin for the 
new shooting schedule slated to 
start “the first week in January. 


Okla. Circuits Merge 26 


Houses in 17 Cities 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 12. 
Momand Theatres and Griffith 
Amusement Co. have merged as the 
Momand-Griffith Theatres, Inc., 
headed by A. B. Momand as presi- 
dent, with headquarters here. 


The merger combines theatres in 
17 cities in Oklahoma, 


Universal retaifins its 50 per cent. 
interest in the Griffith chain. 


The theatres operated by Grif- 
fith in Texas will continue to be 
operated by that company. 

Cities and towns involved are 
Oklahoma City, Shawnee, Wewoka, 
Seminole, Okmulgee, Earlsboro, 
Henryetta, Maud, Holdenville, 
Hartshorne, Pawhuska, Alva and 
Clinton. 


Coast Trade Papers 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Three new film publications, two 
trade, are reported in the offing here. 
Following the Aug. 9 issue of “In- 
side Facts” most of the staff of that 


| sheet departed and are contemplat- 


ing starting a picture and show 
paper of their own. “The Reflector” 
is the reported title. 

Bill Wilkerson, formerly of the 
“Daily Review” in New York, is 
mentioned as behind an incipient 
trade daily for the film colony. 

Third paper with general gossip 
policy will be named “Hollywood 
Tattler.” 


Rockne’s Shorts 


Pathe, through a deal closed by 
Terry Ramsaye, editor of Pathe 
News, is making a series of six foot- 
ball shorts in which Knute Rockne, 
the coach, goes into detail on some 
of the more intricate plays. 

Release with the commencement 
of the new gridiron year. First two 
are in the cans with the titles, “The 
Last Yard” and “The Hidden Ball.” 

Pathe figures series as great edu- 
cational bet in school and college 
centers where Rockne will get reg- 
ular feature billing. 


Ina Claire in “Royal Family” 

Ina Claire arrives in New York 
August 16. for “The Royal Family” 
which Par will produce at Astoria. 

Production not scheduled to get 
under way until September. 


Almost Near: 


Theatre Wiring Saturation 


The Electrics 


Osle Other Revenue Sources 


A “MURDEROUS” SHOW 


Detroit, Aug. 12. 

“Manslaughter” opens at the 
Paramount Friday (14). Short 
subject booked in with it is 
“Lady, You Slay Me.” 

Dave Lipton, handling pub- 
licity, is using slug on ads, 
“show that will knock you 
dead!” 


TEXAS HAVING NO ARB. 
BOARD, TIFF SUES IND. 


Dallas, Aug. 12. 

Minus services of regular arbitra- 
tion board for Texas distributors, 
Tiffany's branch here has resorted 
to legal action against offending in- 
die exhibs. Charges have been filed 
in local court against Majestic, Ref- 
ugio, and the Rivoli at Waco, in- 
volving damages to film print and 
non-fulfillment of contract. Tiff 
states that this new policy towards 
indies is set. 

Local arbitration board dissolved 
last year under pressure of Texas 
Allied exhibs following trust and 
blacklisting charges. Since then 
exchanges have had to use own 
judgment in dealing with squawks. 
Tiff’s action will probably set prece- 
dent for other distributors. 

Both initial Tiffany offenders vio- 
lated franchises which Tiff officials 
claim are regular legal documents, 
subject to prosecution. 


FOX W. C.’"S ORPHEUM 


Takes Over R-K-O House at San 
Diego 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Fox West Coast may take over 
the Orpheum, San Diego, shortly. 
What policy will be adopted is not 
decided. 


With sound only 1,500 theatres 
away from the saturation point, the 
electrics are preparing for depend- 
ency upon Hollywood for their fu- 
ture revenue from show business. 
Together, with Western majoring in 
the figure, the electrics are certain 
of garnering $135,000 every week, at 
least until producers’ recording li- 
censes expire in 1944. 
Royalty of $500 per reel on 270,000 
reels, averaging just the releases for 
a single week, make the Hollywood 
recording angle the real factor of 
electric stability in the picture in- 
dustry. 
Only 1,500 of the 4,266 unwired 
theatres in the “possible” class are 
considered definite sales prospects 
during the next six months when 
electric executives see the theatre 
equipment market in America 
stripped of all the heavy cream 
which it has been giving the elec- 
trics, particularly General, during 
the past two years. 
To date 10,234 theatres are wired, 
of which Western claims slightly 
under 56,000, while Radio Photo- 
phone’s current figures credit it 
with another 1,284. The others are 
in-between and nondescript devises. 
The tremendous amount of profit 
in talker equipment can be gauged 
from a margin of nearly $2,000,000, 
which Radio has taken on in in- 
stallation of around 1,000 equip- 
ments during the past six months. 
In one month the profits are report- 
ed to have reached $200,000. 
Western's profit from equipment 
has been even greater, inside stat- 
ing that 25 per cent of the retail 
price covered cost of manufacture. 
With the intake cut by saturation, 
eliminating the theatre business, or 
reducing it to a minimum, both 
eléctrics are busily pushing other 
projects with the hope that the de- 
pression will be counter-balanced. 
Of the two, however, General is in 
a better position, being set with its 
home equipment and already figur- 
ing that the profits from this will 
eclipse any record scored in si:ow 
business. 
Western is considering a _ by- 
product reported to be something 
entirely foreign to the industry. 


ROBB & ROWLEY NOT IN 


R-K-O changed house from full 
to split week about two months ago 
and a few weeks later dropped 
vaude entirely, 

Lease will be on straight rental 
basis for five years. 


Milwaukee Sew-Up by 2 
Has Indies Squawking 


Milwaukee, Aug. 12. 

The Wisconsin independent ex- 
hibitor association has appealed to 
the Hays office, claiming that Fox 
and Warner Brothers, who control 
this town, are taking the attitude 
that if they, as the major exhbiit- 
ors, don't care to abide by the zon- 
ing code, what are the indie exhibs 
going to do about it? 

The Fox organization has taken 


the stand that not only does it 
want, and insists on, time and ad- 
mission price protection, but also 
first run protection, double feature 


protection, two for one protection, 
and if they think of any other kind 
of protection, they'll let 'em know 
ater. 

In several cases the major cir- 
cuits have asked for 20 to 40 days’ 
protection over theatres 15 to 20 
glocks away. 


WANT CRUZE FOR ONE 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Columbia is dickering with James 
Cruze to direct one picture, No 
story has been selected yet, 

Cruz® has announced a program 
of six pictures for the coming year, 
but as yet has not secured a re- 
lease. 


Jolson’s “Big Boy,” Pop Run 

Jolson’s “Big Boy,” his last for 
Warner Bros., is scheduled for a 
pop run at the Winter Garden. It 
will be the first Jolson to be given 
a New York premiere under the 
usual $2 scale. 

“Big Boy” is tentatively set to 
follow “Dawn Patrol” into the Gar- 
den around Sept. 11. 


Hall in Tiff Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
James Hall goes with Tiffany for 
one picture. 
He will 
“The Still 


have the male lead in 
Alarm.” | 


ON ANY THEATRE DEAL 


Dallas, Aug. 12. 

H. B. Robb, head of Robb & Row- 
ley, largest Texas indie circuit, baci 
from New York with denials of any 
further R. & R. negotiations with 
major circuits. 

For a while it was apparent that 
R-K-O was after Robb’s 75 houses 
as a strategic attack on P-P’s mo- 
opoly of smaller towns in the state. 

’Twas rumored Robb’s price was 
too ambitious for R-K-O approval, 
latter seemingly satisfied to let Pub- 
lix keep its smaller towns, tempo- 
rarily, at least. 

Robb says he only signed in New 
York for a couple of picture fran- 
chises (5 years) with Metro and 
R-K-O. 

Besides being largest, R. & R. cir- 
cuit about last indie chain of impor- 
tant proportion in south. 


Can. FP Buying Anywhere 


Ottawa, Aug. 12. 


After buying the 1930-31 Fox 
product for its chain of 195 theatres 
Famous Players-Canadian Corp. 
signed for Warner and First Na- 


tional pictures for the coming year 


in practically all Canadian cities. 
There are no longer any rumors 
of Fox and Warner theatre chains 


in the Dominion. 


NEW R-K-0, DETROIT, STARTS 


Detroit, Aug. 12. 

The R-K-O house here opens the 
16th, with “Dixiana” as the first 
attraction. House opens all sound. 
Arthur Frudenfeld, formerly di- 
vision publicity for R-K-O out of 
St. Louis, is in as manager of the 
new house. : 


Texas College Wires 
Dallas, Aug. 12. 
A Texas college’s new 1,400 seat 
auditorium is being wired for sound 
with accoustical adjustments, 


First instance known where 
special attention given to subject, 
although several public and school 
auditoriums have been temporarily 
wired in Texas 
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now directing 
With JACK HOLT and RALPH GRAVES 
we « » From Lieut. Commander Frank Wead's 


great story. Mr. Capra gave you “Submarine,” 
“Flight,” “Ladies of Leisure,” “Rain or Shine,” 


‘and many other box-office successes. 


HOWARD HAWKS 


to direct 


THE CRIMINAL 
CODE 


From the sensational New York stage hit by » 


Martin Flavin... and winner of the Theatre 
Club Trophy » the best play of the year. Mr. 
Hawks wielded the megaphone on “The Dawn 


Patrol,” “The Air Circus,” and numerous other 


big attractions, 


JOHN BLYSTONE 


to direct 


TOL’ABLE 
DAVID 


Joseph Hergesheimer's immortal screen classic 
brought to the screen as a talking picture, by 
public demand. Mr. Blystone is the director 


of “So This is London” and many other 


money pictures. 
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JOHN ROBERTSON 


to direct 
OF THE 
STREETS 
An adaptation of the famous novel, “The 
Ragged Messenger,” by W. B. Maxwell. To be. 
produced up to the full possibilities of a great. 
title and a great story. Mr. Robertson directed 
Mary Pickford and Richard Barthelmess in some 
of their biggest productions. 
fo direct 
Written for the screen by Jules Furthman from 
Augustus Thomas’ greatest outdoor play. To be 
produced on an epic scale. Mr. Fleming di- 
} rected “The Virginian,” “Common Clay,” and 


other big-time productions., 


LIONEL BARRYMORE 


to direct 


BARBARA 


STANW YCK’S 
I* NEW-SEASON GIANT 


The greatest star find of years to be presented 


in a powerful drama destined to touch new 
high grosses. Title soon to be announced. Mr. 
Barrymore directed The Rogue Song, Madame X 


and many other seat-sellers. 
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Samuel Goldwyn Presents 


RONALD COLMAN 
in his greatest success “RAFFLES” 


supported by Kay Francis and David Torrence. Praised by critics 
and public as his finest picture. A tremendous hit everywhere. 


other cities pay in big grosses in spite of heat wave to see 
this one. 


“EYES OF THE WORLD” 


Henry King Production with Una Merkel, John Holland and 


The book that has gone over the 2,000,000 sale mark. The 
greatest melodrama of any year. Opening for its World 
Premiere at the Rivoli-United Artists, New York on August 4th 
for indefinite run. 


“THE LOTTERY BRIDE” 


Joseph M. Schenck presents Arthur Hammerstein's thrilling 
operetta with Jeanette MacDonald, Robert Chisholm, Joe E. 
Brown, Zasu Pitts, John Garrick. Music by Rudolf Friml. John’ 
W. Considine, Jr., General Production Manager. Scenes in 
Technicolor. The most stupendous dramatic musical of all times, 
An intense story of strong appeal from start to finish. 


Joseph M. Schenck Presents 


D. W. GRIFFITH'S 
‘ABRAHAM LINCOLN” 


The story of a Man. The Wonder Picture of the Age. Greater 
than the “Birth of a Nation," with Walter Huston and Una 
Merkel. Also Hobart Bosworth, Henry B. Walthall, Kay Hams 


Stephen Vincent Benet. 


Gala World Premiere at $2 top, Central Theatre, New York. 
The. most important motion picture released in fifteen years, 


Florenz Ziegfeld and Samuel Goldwyn Present 


EDDIE CANTOR 
in ‘‘WHOOPEE” 


Screendom's mightiest contribution to motion picture enter- 
tainment. As the Motion Picture News says: “Will hit heavy 
when it reaches the theatres. Cantor is. goirg to tear them 
right out of their seats. Gorgeous scenery, beautiful girls, 
tuneful music and fast tempo picture. Should turn in substan- 
tial runs and business." From the musical comedy by William 
Anthony McGuire. Directed by Thornton Freeland. 


GLORIA SWANSON 
“WHAT A WIDOW: 


This Allan Dwan Production with a cast that includes such well 
known players as Owen Moore, Lew Cody, Margarette Living- 
stone, is the greatest box-office picture Miss Swanson has ever 
produced. Gowns, the most beautiful she has ever worn. New 
creations for this picture, Here we have the star in the type 
of role that has made her such a tremendous drawing name 
everywhere. Here is a marvelous ultra-modern comedy with 
songs written by Vincent Youmans who wrote such stage hits 


as "Hit The Deck.” 


Joseph M. Schenck Presents 


NORMA TALMADGE 
“DU BARR Y —Woman of Passion* 


A Sam Taylor Production. Supporting the star are found such 
big names as William Farnum, Hobart Bosworth, Conrad 
Nagel. This picture marks Mr. Farnum’s return to the screen 
and his first talking production. The most stupendous Talmadge 
“picture ever made and the most inspiring drama of all time. 
Nothing has been spared in making this a sensational box-office 
picture at any theatre in the country. 


first SEVEN 
of the Super 19 from 


UNITED ARTISTS 


Record-makers—Everyone! 


New York, Cleveland, San Francisco, Portland, Detroit and 


HAROLD BELL WRIGHT’S 


big cast. Presented by Inspiration Pictures, Inc., and So Lesser.’ 


mond, Frank Campeau, lan Keith. Adaptation and dialogue by 


pictures. 


ARTISTS 


during 1930-1931 


You need these 19 stupen- 
dous productions—pictures 
that have made the whole 
industry gasp in amazement 
at their box-office strength. 


You need them for the big pop- 
ular star names they carry. 


You need them becaues they 
meet the world wide empha- 
tic demand for’ worth-while 


You need them because 
they bring you a guarantee 
of consistent box-office 
business. 
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LIEBE IM RING 


(Continued from page 15) 


_ ically, but if that was to infer 


n the Ring” is an all-talker 
from German studios, inference is 
wrong. Apparently recognizing that 
anything now that isn’t all-talking 
isn’t wanted, the producers attempt- 
with considerable success to 
make it appear this is an all-talker, 
whereas it actually isn’t. That is 
partly achieved through the total 
absence of titles for silent scenes, 
with the trend of the story left to 
the audience in such sequences, 

Some scenes are done in dialog, 
including one where Schmeling is 
dined after his first knockout and 
the closing sequence in which the 
climax fight figures. In others, in- 
cluding several in closeup with 
Schmeling or other characters in 
conversation, nothing is heard ex- 
cepting incidental sound effects, 
where they could be injected, as 
cheering of a mob, laughing, sing- 
ing, etc. 

In many spots this synchroniza- 
tion with the sound from crowds fill- 
ing the ears is like an optical or 


“Love i 


\ 


A Unit 
of Fox 
West 
Coast 


Theatres \ 


rather an aural illusion. One must 
stop to realize the central charac- 
ters and those scenes were orig- 
inally shot silent. 

Picture was produced before 
Schmeling won the crown in June, 
with it likely a few scenes were re- 
done later with the champ and 
others talking. 

Story is banal but easy to follow, 
even for those who understand little 
or nothing of German. It deals with 
the market clerk who discovers he 
can fight and is piloted forward by 
a cunning promoter, with that per- 
sonage plus the girl of the markets 
responsible for the break between 
the coming scrapper and a vamp 
who has him in her tentacles. Car- 
ried out in the usual way. Some 
padding all of the way. 

Comedy relief has been worked 
into the production, with Schmeling 
shouldering some of it with nice 
poise. He gives a steady perform- 
ance when playing straight, also, 
and seems to have little fear of the 
camera, that going for love scenes 
as well as the fighting stuff, 

Rest of cast better than in aver- 
age German product, with less over- 
acting than usual. 

Photography excellent. Record- 
ing not the best in spots but passes, 

Char. 


SEA BAT 


Metro production and release. Iairected 

by Wesley Ruggles. Story by Dorothy 
Yost. Adapted by Bess Meredith. Fea- 
turing Charles Bickford, Raquel Torres, 
Nils Asther, George F. Marion and John 
Miljan. At Loew's New York, one day, 
Aug. 8. Running time, 66 minutes. 


A highly imaginative tale for this 
thriller that will be devoured whole 
by the boys and girls who patronize 
neighborhood theatres. 


It’s a blood and thunder film, 
starting off with a bang and ending 
that way. In the middle is where 
the trouble arises. It is the big 
setback. Center sags from lack of 
the expected action, especially fol- 
‘owing the humdinger opening. Too 
much talk also there. 


Story is laid on a tropical island. 
It opens with a group of black and 
white natives aboard a vessel which 
is going to sea for sponges. Intro- 
ductory title explains the sea bat as 
a huge sea animal, shaped like a 
bat, which has frequently been 
known to get under and lift a ship. 

The girl’s brother, while diving 
for sponges, is killed by a sea bat 
when the villain, unknown to thcse 
above, severs the cord which at- 
tached him to the ship, cutting off 
his escape. As the girl forsakes 
her religion, because her brother 


this book. 
today. 


HEALTHFUL 


Write 


operate 


Kooler-Aire Engineering Corp. 


1916 PARAMOUNT BLDG., NEW YORK, N. Y. 
B. F. Shearer Co., Coast Representatives 


SEATTLE 
PORTLAND 
LOS ANGELES 


carried a cross for good luck, a two- 
fisted priest visits the island. 


It develops the priest is an im- 
poster, in reality an escaped convict 
from Devil's Island. He and the 
sirl go for each other and plan tu 
escape together, when the priest 
discovers that the villain, the same 
one who killed the girl’s brother, 
has discovered his identity and in- 
tends to turn him in. 


As the priest attempts to escape 
he is captured by the villain. They 
are in a motor boat, with the vil- 
lainous group about to return the 
priest for the reward when a sea 
bat overturns the boat as they har- 
poon him. All are killed but the 
priest, who returns to the girl. 
Opening clips showing the ye<::” 
with divers is bound to arouse in- 
terest. Also the immense sea bat 
cutting through the water. Finish, 
with the sea bat harpooned and 
dragging the boat after him, tum- 
bling the men into the water, will 
get a rise. Included is a corking 
fight between Charles Bickford and 
two men. 
Bickford is the posing priest. His 
tough manner of talking and huge 
build shine among the whole cast. 
Asther is the brother, only at the 
opening. Raquel Torres looks the 
expected but otherwise was not so 
hot. Overdid it in parts and vocal 
delivery. Miljan is the villain. 


Red blooded for the neighbor- 
hoods. 


PARADISE ISLAND 


(With Songs) 

Tiffaany production and release. Directed 
by Bert Glennon. Cast includes Kenneth 
Harlan, Marceline Day, Gladden James, 
Tom Santschi, Betty Boyd, Paul Hurst, 
Vie Potel, Will Stanton. Music and lyrics 
by Will Jason and Val Burton. Story by 
M. B. Dearing. Scenario by Monte Kat- 
terjohn. Photographer, Max Dupont. At 
Stanley, New York, one day, Aug. 8. 
Running time, 69 minutes. 


For the neighbs it’s a kindly film. 
Atmosphere, Hawaiian music and 
a couple of American tunes, for no 
good reason as they don’t stay re- 
membered. Acting is routine and 
scenario presents loopholes. 


On the outside analysis looks like 
the scenarist and director didn't 
jibe with the South Sea yarn or the 
yarn was a punkaroo from the be- 
ginning. Where this will particu- 
larly flop with customers is that 
it’s an old crony among South Sea 
types. Little that’s new and some 
scenes totally unnecessary. 


LONESOME TRAIL 


(With Songs) 

A. G. A. Durlam production. Syndicate 
release. Starring Charles Delaney. Di- 
rected by Bruce Mitchell. Photographer 
Paul H. Allen. Cast includes Jimmy 
Aubrey, Virginia Brown Faire, Yakima 
Canut and Art Mix. Disney Powers Cine- 
phone recorded. At Loew’s New York, 
half of double bill, one day, Aug. 7. Run- 
ning time, 59 minutes. 


This western is upturned on 
drama, Title is misnomer and 
recording poor. Story is back filed. 
But the Hobokenized manner in 
which it is enacted and has been 
directed will either make customers 
laugh with or at. Either way that’s 
entertainment and rates a double 
feature spot. 

Charles Delaney is new saddle 

product. From exploitation angle 
exhib who has customers fancying 
pinto films of this kind can utilize 
the fact that both Yakima Canut 
and Art Mix are in it. Kids ought 
to go for this. 
Music is the cowboy variety and 
the action takes a sudden halt each 
time to permit it. Delaney sings in 
nasal, “Oh, Susannah,” every couple 
feet except when he’s riding into a 
shot. 


Wings of Adventure 
(With Songs) 


Tiffany production and release. Featur- 
ing Rex Lease and Armida. Cast includes 
Clyde Cook. Directed by Richard Thorpe 
Scenario by Harry Fraser. Photographer 
Arthur Reeves. RCA recorded At Loew's 
New York, half of double bill, one day, 
Aug. 7. Running time, 53 minutes, 

Unimportant western with face- 


tious humor this film rates best for 
the double feature bills. Dialog and 
photography clear. Quite a bit of 
Mex chatter by Armida and a 
couple of others. It means nothing 
at all to American audiences as put 
on here. tecording okay. Little 
exploitation possibility, except cast’s 
names. 

Songs used include an _ unintel- 
ligible one sung by Mexican rebels 
and a tune sung by American cav- 
alry soldiers. Purely for kids, 
although alults might get a kick 
from laughing at the actors. Ar- 
mida is okay, but limited. She also 
does a Mex song. 

Lease plays an aviator who, 
while accompanied in flight by his 
mechanic (Clyde Cook), gets cap- 
tured by Mex rebels. It’s always 
“Viva” something with these birds. 
So when the chief rebel comes to 
claim Armida for a bride she lures 
Lease to help her. 

Windup is American cavalry aid- 
ing Lease and girl to escape 
avenging Mexicans with a bangup 
finish furnished by Clyde Cook. He 
ilso has escaped only to crash his 


plane for a funny fadeout. 


NOW CAPACITY WEEK 


AT 


CARTHAY CIRCLE 


THEATRE 
LOS ANGELES 


and His 


Brunswick Recording 
Orchestra 


Always 100%, Entertainment Value and Balance 


for De Luxe Two-a-Day Showing of Super 
Talking Pictures 


Recent Picture Production Appearances 


“JUST IMAGINE” 


De Sylva-Brown-Henderson Production for Fox 


“DANCERS” 
Fox 
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EVERY WEEK EVER 


ORE FIRMLY 


1 
COMMON CLAY 
with CONSTANCE BENNETT 
LEW AYRES 

r TULLY MARSHALL, MATTY KEMP, BERYL MERCER 


Directed by VICTOR FLEMING 
From the Harvard prize play by Cleves Kinkead 


Starting off like a prairie fire, Second week leads first at Roxy, 
New York, and Roosevelt, Chicago. The pathos in this will drag 
out every feminine handkerchief, and how they love to weep! 


Tears are golden, at the box office. 
AUGUST 17 


MAN TROUBLE 
with 
; 4 DOROTHY MACKAILL, MILTON SILLS 
\ \ \ KENNETH MacKENNA, SHARON LYNN 
| ROSCOE KARNS 
Story by Ben Ames Williams 
Fay Directed by BERTHOLD VIERTEL 
f | 1 t See Milton Sills in a new kind of a role, bigger 
f oa) than he has ever had. And Dorothy Mackaill the 
oe ‘| beautiful, great-to-see and great-to-hear as she 
f ae sings songs you'll remember. A romance that’s. 
spine tingler and heart toucher cambined. 
AUGUST 24 


ZANE GREY’S GRAND STORY 


LAST OF THE DUANES 


with the Big Shot of Western stars 


GEORGE O’BRIEN 


ond LUCILE BROWNE, talent from the stage 
MYRNA LOY, the orchid of the screen 
WALTER McGRAIL, popular leading man 
TH Directed by ALFRED WERKER 


Caviar to kids and all others who love to pile thrill on thrill... 
Rattle of shots...Thunder of hoofs...O’Brien rides like a 


| \F Cossack, and can pack a lot of petting into his good right 
‘ orm. You'll gasp ot the terrific fails of horses and men...44 
calibre in every way. 
AUGUST 31 
| 
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PICTURE ESTABLISH 
SUPREMACY 


JOHN McCORMACK 
$ONG O’ MY HEART 


with MAUREEN O‘SULLIVAN, 
JOHN GARRICK, ALICE JOYCE, J. M. KERRIGAN, 
TOMMY CLIFFORD, FARRELL MACDONALD 


Directed by FRANK BORZAGE 


Box office bonanza proven by 3 big weeks at United Artists 
Theatre, Chicago, in pre-release showing, bringing best business 
in months. Thé marvelous voice that thrills the world at $5 a ticket 
can now charm your customers at popular prices. 
SEPTEMBER 7 


YOUR BACK 


with 
S | IRENERICH H.B.WARNER 


RAYMOND HACKETT 

) MARION SHILLING 
ILKA CHASE 

Directed by GUTHRIE MeCLINTIC 


ce LibertyMagazine story byRita Weiman that made 
“ two readers for every one there was before. Mil- 
’s lion dollar fashion parade of gorgeous girls in 

glittering gowns. Great in heart interest, big in 


suspense. 
‘SEPTEMBER 14 


VICTOR McLAGLEN 
DEVIL win WOMEN 


with MONA MARIS 
HUMPHREY BOGART 
LUANA ALCANIZ : 


Directed by IRVING CUMMINGS 


The great lover of the screen, if you count the charmer. No 
matter what you call ‘em, Janes, skirts, wrens, rags, dolls, froils 
or femmes, he knows what winds ‘em up and makes ‘em go. This 
time he breaks hearts all over Central America...Uh huh, and 
a few faces toa. Laugh your head off. It will do you good. 


SEPTEMBER 21 
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THE: 1 D'S S COACH 


aes drama of the gridiron now comes to the screen! Epic 
plays that thrilled millions gathered in the big college stadiums of 
America are re-enacted for Pathe by Knute Rockne and his world 
famous Notre Dame players. 

\ Six single reels portraying the big moments of championship strug- 
‘gles—Red Grange catching the kickoff in an Illinois-Michigan game and 
racing 100 yards for a touchdown! Jack Elder of Notre Dame inter- 
cepting a forward pass in the 1929 Army game and dashing 98 yards 
for the only scéore of the contest! Chris Cagle of the Army darting, 
; dodging and twisting 50 yards through Yale for a touchdown! 

q | These and scores of other history-making plays from all sections of the 


country pack the Rockne Football Classics with ceaseless action and thrills. 
Intense, throbbing gridiron drama for the greatest sports-loving people 
in history! American college games this Fall will be attended by over DIRECTED BY 
NOVEMBER edit 000, e, vas potential audience for theatres showing pe 
The Rockne Football Classics: L | OT T 
The Hidden Ball Done in sound and color, jammed with thrills, and touched with 
Flying Feet humor, they'll be the National Box-office Champions of 1930. _ owen BY 


=m TERRY 

RAMSAYE 
COLOR-ACTION BY ARRANGEMENT 
SOUND WIHTMACHRESTY WALSH 
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Indie Talkers Under $50,000 May 
Prompt State-Right Revival 


With indie exhibs squeezed on 
uct in hundreds of situations 
through large chain buying this 
year for expanded outlet, indie pro- 


ee the first real rays of 

revival of the State-right 
t. 

producer circles it is 
gtressed that a return of that mar- 
ket is certain during the coming 
picture season if the indies will get 
out product cheaply to be sold at 
jow rentals against national pro- 
ducer at current high costs. 

Contention is that anything over 
$50,000 for an indie talker will mean 
ruin in the long run for the indie 
trying to stage a comeback, but 
below that budget there is a good 
chance. 

The spread of the double-feature 
policy as another indication talkers 
have passed out of the novelty stage 
and bargains must be provided for 
the draw is encouraging to indie 
producers, with most exhibs anxious 
to play two features on a bill, with 
one a picture from a national dis- 
tributor and the other an indie, 
because of ability to buy latter 
cheap. That always held in the past 
in the majority of cases, while in 
others, principally the smaller of 
the shooting galleries, efforts were 


COSCIA 
VERDI 
In “MUSIC” 


GLORIFIED— 
CLASSIFIED— 
MORTIFIED— 


“Fishing for Two Weeks” 


ALLAN GARCIA 


Dialectician 


“THE DOVE” 


United Artists 


GEORGE MELFORD 


Directing 


“THE CAT CREEP” 


(Spanish version) 
A Universal Picture 


-OSTUMES 


OR HiRE 

PRODUCTIONS | 
BXPLOITATIONS 
PRESENTATIONS 


BROOKS 


“SCOSTUMES 


$9 3 ST. N.Y. So 


made to cover the double-feature 
days through two indies. 

Where forced into double feature 
policies now, exhibs are finding the 
gaff hard to weather through almost 
absolute necessity to book more ex- 
pensive pictures from the big pro- 
ducer companies, 

While there has been an increase 
in the indie talkers on the market, 
output has not begun to reach the 
point it had with silents before talk- 
ers threw most independent pro- 
ducers out of business. 

In many situations where exhibs 
are shut out from national distrib- 
utor product of the leading compa- 
nies, some indie material will be 
needed with the producers, whether 
now idle or not, sensing this season 
as the golden opportunity for State- 
righting. 

Some worthwhile indie product 
which is being used by well-known 
circuits in smaller houses further 


lends the situation a promising note. : 


Coston Circuit Indies Do 
Not Favor Jim Coston © 
Working Also for W.B. 


: Chicago, Aug. 12. 
The small independent theatre 
owners on the Coston booking cir- 
cuit are peeved, with many of them 
set to lam out of the group, since 
James E. Coston is now general 
supervisor for the 15 Warner houses 


in the midwest. Their prime squawk | 


is that he will be forced to give 
his best efforts to that job and in- 
sist that one man can’t serve two 
masters and that if he’s looking out 
for the Warner interests, he couldn’t 
fight for the indie owner if the 
indie and a Warner theatre came 
into disagreement on protection or 
any other matter, 


They also feel that now with the 
biggest group of houses, the Na- 
tional Theatres, out of the booking 
circuit, that the buying group has 
lost a great deal of its power with 
the exchanges. 


The indies, who feel left out in 
the cold, are reported, in the ma- 
jority, eager for affiliation with the 
new buying circuit recently organ- 
ied by Emil Stern, head of the Es- 
saness theatres. The indies have 
great faith in Stern’s ability and 
fairness, remembering his huge 
success with the Lubliner & Trinz 
group, and how Stern took the 
flabby Essaness group and built 
them into the strongest independent 
circuit in the midwest. 


PUBLIX’S FREE PARKING 
Lynchburg, Aug. 12. 

Isis and Academy, local Publix 
houses, have tied up with a new 
“automobile hotel” and are offering 
free parking to their patrons after 
6 p.m. Autoist leaves car at garage 
and gets slip to be certified at box 
office. When he turns the slip in at 
the garage after show, charges are 
cancelled. 

Garage is located within block of 
both houses and is biggest of its 
type in Virginia. 


“PINEAPPLE” PARTY IN ALA. 
Birmingham, Aug. 12. 

Trianon, R-K-O house, was the 
scene of a “pineapple” party Friday 
(8). Town hasn't had any bomb- 
tossing for over a year. 

Trianon served notice on projec- 
tionists that the four booth men 
were through Aug. 23 unless union 
okayed reduction of booth staff to 
two men. 


DANCERS 


Featured in F. & M. “Brunette” Idea 
School Address, 545 Sutter St., San Francisco 


“Two 


FANCHON & MARCO PRESENT 


JONES and HULL 


in “BOX 0’ CANDY” IDEA 


NUTS” 


Union Operator Quits So 
Megr’s. New Partner Subs 


Rock Island, Ill., Aug. 12. 


The six Brotman neighborhood 
houses here and in Moline are in 
jam with the union over shuffling 
of operators at the Lincoln, one of 
the four local houses operated by 
Barney and Isadore Brotman, and 
the subsequent demand of the union 
that instead of one operator in each 
house at $1.25 an hour, a chief ope- 
rator at $1.50 and an assistant at $1 
be employed. 


When the union operator at the 
Lincoln gave two weeks’ notice re- 
cently, the Brotmans took in a part- 
ner for that house who could ope- 
rate the machine. The union man 


wanted to call off his resignation, 
but the Brotmans refused. 

The union claims its men were 
then “locked out” of the other 
houses, but the Brotmans say they 
went on strike and that the whole 
thing is unfair to them because the 
Lincoln situation should have been 
handled as a separate matter. 

Houses had no difficulties in get- 
ting men in the meantime, 


VET MILLINERS GO EXHIB 
Quincy, IIL, Aug. 12. 

After 25 years in wholesale mil- 
linery Charles and R, E. Crooks are 
entering show business. 

They have taken over the Family 
theatre and will remodel for first 
run policy. 


INDIE EXHIB VIOLATES 
TERRITORY PACT, SUED 


Dallas, Aug. 12. 

Claiming he was double-crossed, 
J. T. Richardson, indie exhib at 
Olney (Tex.) is suing W. T. Clay for 
$4,000 damages, because latter vio- 
lated an agreement to stay out of 
the burg. 

Clay sold his house to Richard- 
son on condition that he would not 
build opposition. When he did, 
Richardson got an injunction but 
Clay continued operation until halt- 
ed by the sheriff. 

Case is first of its kind in Texas, 


Atmosphere 


business. 


ORPORATIONS controlling the theatres don’t need to be 

reminded that these are days of stiff competition in the show 
Radio, golf, motoring and schemes of ‘rival interests are 
surely enough to keep them on the qui vive. - 


CHARM 
ALL MANAGERS STRIVE 
ATTAIN 


And if the present doesn’t offer problems enough, there is the future 
to contact with—television and sound devices priced to sell to churches, 
schools, homes, hotels, etc. One can imagine a day when dramatic 
entertainment will be at every man’s elbow. Then what are theatres 
going to do? Motion pictures have staked out an immense claim on 
public patronage. But can they hold it? 


Beyond a doubt some theatres will advance to new heights, while 
others will succumb. Some managers will go on to bigger jobs while 
others sink. The prospering survivors will be those who can impart 
to their houses character and “‘personality’’—in short, atmosphere. 


Independent as well as chain houses face a challenge here. Those 
managed with imagination and vision will make atmosphere, while 
others will continue as “shooting galleries.’’ 


Soft carpets, tasteful furnishings, smooth-running, courteous service will 
help, but the chief need is that glamorous human touch that can only be 
supplied by Living Music. 


Where is the man clever enough to create atmosphere in a strictly 
dehumanized theatre? How can happy memories or other senti- 
mental feeling attach to a mechanical museum? 


Living Music is the greatest creator of almosphere the theatre has 
known, and there can never be an adequate substitute for it. 


Great showmen have never risen by penny-pinching economy. 


Musicians need the theatres, assuredly, but the theatres need the 
musicians just as desperately. Why not face the issue frankly and 
sensibly ? 


THE AMERICAN 


FEDERATION MUSICIANS 


JOSEPH N. WEBER, President 
1440 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Isham Jone atest Fox Trot 


SOMETHING ENTIRELY DIFFERENT4 


/ 


BENEE RUSSELL 


ee KANSAS CITY, LOS ANGELES 
—| a GAYETY THEA. BLDG. 405 MAJESTIC THEA. BLDG. 


EOSTON LONDON, ENG. PARIS, FRANCE 
‘TREMONT ST. 188 CHARING CROSS RD. 230 RUE DE L’ECHIQUIER 


BERLIN, GERMANY, 37 Leipzige: Strasse = —~ 


Xx 
| ty ISHAM JONES «0 CHARLES NEWMAN di 
A RAINBOW OF RHYTHMS | | 
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THE MARKET 


| if it were not for Metro-Goldwyn-. 
i, Mayer’s sensational series of hits! 


th 
a4 é —JOAN CRAWFOR 
BLUSHING 
METRO - GOLDWYN - MAYER 1930 - 31 | 
52 LUCKY STAR PRODUCTIONS ‘ 
MARION DAVIES (3) JOHN GILBERT (2) 
LAWRENCE TIBBETT (2) 
GRETA GARBO (3 
RAMON NOVARRO (3) 
NORMA SHEARER (2) SMOTOLETAN (4) 
LON CHANEY (1) DRESSLER & MORAN(2) 
SPECIALS: GOOD NEWS PASSION FLOWER 
MERRY WIDOW MONSIEUR LE FOX 
NAUGHTY MARIETTA DARK STAR 
BILLY THE KID WAR NURSE 
TRADER HORN THOSE THREE FRENCH GIRLS 
MADAM SATAN (Cecil DeMitl@ BALLYHOO 
LOVE IN THE ROUGH WORLD'S ILLLUSION 
TAMPICO . DANCE FOOLS DANCE 
THE CRISIS THE GREAT MEADOW 
PUNCH IN MARCH OF TIME DIXIE, THE DARK HORSE 
EITHER FIST DES 
8OUR GANG COMEDIES 6 M-G-MDOGVILLE COMEDIES | 
8“BOY FRIENDS"COMEDIES 6LAUREL & HARDY COMEDIES 
FOR NEXT NOVELTY GROUP (4) 8 CHARLEY CHASE COMEDIES 
BURTON HOLMES (12): HEARST METROTONE NEWS(104) i 
SEASO FLIP THEFROG(1Z2CARTOON) M.G-M COLORTONE REVUES (8) | 


$8 VARIETY 
q 
of 
the 
pla 
fro 
All 
Dal 
gav 
ideé 
of 
cha 
45 
Do 
firs 
| ext¢ 
| of 
0 
all 
and 
Con 
the 
R-K 
pros 
ett, 
Fag 
ized 
R. I 
prot 
any 
reje 
volv 
Cc 
ed 
urba 
of t 
state 
ing 
fro 
| office 
In 
| supp 
a st 
eral 
| ‘ so h 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
] 
| 
] 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Wednesday, August 13, 1930 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 39 


Texas Indies Give Air 


Head—Publix’s 50-Mile Radius 


Ane. F 
t by Don C. uglas, hea 
eae Film Board, to organize 
the picture biz in Texas on a zoning 

lan met with flat thumbs down 
from Texas Allied organization, An 
Allied meet, headed by H. A. Cole, 
Dallas, and Will Horwitz, Houston, 
gave the razzberries to Douglas’ 
jdea of limiting first runs to houses 
of 50 cent class, others getting 
chance to show same flickers from 
45 to 70 days later. Besides that, 
Douglas suggested “protection” on 
first run houses, said protection to 
extend week to 60 days over radius 
of 25 to 60 miles. 

Original plan was to incorporate 
all Texas theatres, including Publix 
and R-K-O, into the zoning idea. 
Committee was organized to study 
the proposish, with Lou Remy, 
R-K-O - Interstate, representing 
producer-owned chains; Joe Luck- 
ett, Universal, exchanges; R. M. 
Fagg and L. C. Tidball, non-organ- 
ized indies; and E. J. Callahan and 
R. L. Walker, for Allied. It is im- 
probable that the committee can do 
anything about it following Allied’s 
rejection, as latter organization in- 
volves majority of Indies in Texas. 


Cole, Allied (Texas) prexy, okay- 
ed local zoning but as far as inter- 
urban limitations, he was with rest 
of the indies. Said that situation in 
state was bad enough without cut- 
ing out some of the smaller indies 
from first runs as substantial box 
office card. 

Horwitz’s Support 

In this Cole was emphatically 
supported by Horwitz. Latter owns 
a string of houses in Houston, sev- 
eral of them first runs. Horwitz got 
so hot during his spiel that he 
threatened to take the matter before 
state attorney general and what not, 
finally was called down by Luck- 
ett, exchange representative, who, 
with a little explaining, kept the 
mess from degenerating into a mob 
ecene, 

Douglas says he will continue 
working on plan with local distrib- 


Matter worries indies considerable 
as Dallas, with practically every 
major film exchange in southwest, 
is booking center for Texas, Okla- 
homa, Arkansas and New Mexico. 


Seemingly Douglas’ popularity 
with Texas indies is rather weak. 
Exactly year ago Texas Allied, then 
MPTOT, took his-Film Board to 
court for alleged “black-balling,”’ 
black-listing, etc., of indies in the 
board’s arbitration plans; also 
violation of Sherman anti-trust law. 
Matter was amicably settled, after 
considerable ruckus. 

Indies seem to nourish secret sus- 
picion that Douglas is pulling with 
distributors to put one over on them. 
At any rate, they evidently figure 
most of his propositions put before 
them favor local exchanges. And 
his hardest opponent in the tug-o’- 
war is Allied’s Texas leader, H. A. 
Cole. 

Allied has dropped the matter 
until the regular annual convention 
here some time this fall, when re- 
cent 5-5-5 decisions will be up for 
wrangling, also. Douglas. hasn't 
disclosed any dope on procedure of 
his committee without Allied sup- 
port, 


Zoning of the Texas territory to 
suit all sides has gotten a bit 
warped with the Allied part of the 
triangle standing pat against the 
proposition as laid down either by 
the Texan Film Board of Trade or 
the ‘circuits. Uproar is over two 
phases, one of which covers terri- 
torial scope and the other involving 
consideration of admission prices. 

In essence it is similar to the dif- 
ficulty which has appeared in other 
spots ofthe country, notably St. 
Louis. There also the fact that zon- 
ing was put forth on an alleged 
admission basis brought plenty re- 
tort. In St. Louis the argument 
came from the Fox-Loew end. Fox, 
having cut rates in force in the 
Missouri town and playing Metro 
films, 


Dallas situation looks like it may 


utors, minus co-operation of Allied. be the crux of the entire zoning 


problem, maybe meaning that Allied 
will stay out of all Hays’ zoning 
plans everywhere. That could bring 
about a zoning proposition by Hays 
to be adopted by MPTOA and cir- 
cuits over the heads of Allied states 
operators. 

Understanding in Dallas is that 
that idea is being formulated by 
Hays outfit. 

Cole’s Opinion 

Col. H. A. Cole, president of Allied 
Theatre Owners of Texas, has issued 
a communication citing a legal opin- 
ion that a protection agreement in- 
volving consideration of admission 
prices is contrary to the Anti-Trust 
laws of Texas, 

Last meeting on zoning in Dallas 
was called for July 28, by the Film 
Board. The call was made follow- 
ing a demand by Publix for protec- 
tion covering zoning of from .30 to 
50 miles around each of the cities 
and towns in which the Publix ope- 
rates, 


Plan of the Film Board as pre- 
sented at that meeting was less in 
scope than which was asked for by 
Publix. 

Plan of the local Film Board as 
presented at the meeting applied to 
cities of 40,000 population or over, 
of which there are about 16 in the 
state. 

The proposition as under the plan 
is: 

(a) Revision and standardization 
of zoning and protection now exist- 
ing within the coporate limits of the 
above (Texan) cities, such revision 
to take into consideration and be 
largely based on admissions charged, 

(b) “Extra territorial” protection, 
in the form of prior dating privilege 
granted to first run theatres in 
these same cities covering against 
theatres in all towns within a radius 
of 25 miles. 


N. J. House Bullish on Par’s 
Newark, Aug. 12. 


The Newark has booked 19 Par- 
amounts and is playing them imme- 
diately. Since the Fabians quit 
here the Newark played only inde- 
pendents and no Paramounts for 
several years, being divided between 
Warners and R-K-O. 

Both the house and film company 
are using an extraordinary amount 
of space to advertise them, billing 
each of the first seven separately 
with cuts. 


Publix Locally Made Stage Shows 
Keep Losses Down if Nothing Else? 


Publix First Circuit to 
Buck Tex. ‘Blue Laws’ 


Dallas, Aug. 12. 

Publix is first large circuit to at- 
tempt bucking Texas’ blue law. 
Al Fourmet, manager of newly 
opened Paramount at Abilene, an- 
nounced recently that Sunday shows 
would start. Town, noted for schools, 
three of these church institutions, 
rallied to loud protest of scholastic 
officials and the mayor informed 
Fourmet that, while no attempt 
would be made to stop Sunday 
shows, it would cost Publix $50 and 
expenses to open Sunday. 

Fourmet, a wise boy, decided it 
best not to rile the devout and place 
the Par, representing $500,000 in- 
vestment, in a bad light. House is 
Publix’s finest in west Texas. 


Abilene, like many other Texas 
to -n,is proud of “record” of no 
Sunday shows to date. And not 
large enough (about 25,000) for a 
theatre to woo ill-will of natives. 

Fight against the law continues 
throughout state, with exhibs and 
churches fighting it out to about a 
draw. At Dalhart, Sunday shows 
operating, preachers have formed 
alliance to close all biz houses on 
Sunday. 


$100,000 AND ACOUSTICS 
Chicago, Aug. 12. 

The Stratford, new Warner ac- 
quisition on the south side, closes 
this week for complete renovations. 

Estimated outlay to be $100,000, 
with a large portion of this to be 
spent on new acoustic and acousti- 
cal treatment, 

Reopens Labor Day. 


Loew Reopening Richmond 


Loew plans to reopen the Na- 
tional, Richmond, Va., as a straight 
film house. -Theatre has been dark 
about two months. 

Tentative reopening date is Aug. 
18. House formerly played combo 


vaude and pictures. 


— --— — 


Question of whether stage pres- 
entations for four west coast Pub- 
lix houses, produced locally tn San 
Francisco, will be taken out through 
too much red every week, is under- 
stood as unlikely, through the claim 
that the unit shows help to whittle 
down the losses that otherwise 
might obtain. 

Houses in the division are Para- 
mount and United Artists, Los An- 
geles; Paramount and Rialto, Port- 


land; California, St. Francis and 
Paramount, San Francisco, and 
Paramount and Met, Seattle. Of 


these, stage shows are being built 
for the Paramounts in Los Angeles, 
Frisco, Portland and Seattle. 

If Fox West Coast assumes op- 
erating of the Publix slope string, 
as reported under discussion now, 
the Publix unit shows would doubt- 
less be abandoned. 

In the south where similar loc- 
ally produced units are made for 
New Orleans, Houston, Dallas, San 
Antonio and Atlanta, it is said, 
business is spotty, but that the 
same angle of stage attractions 
keeping losses lower obtains there, 
too, with that in favor of their con- 
tinuance, is another claim. 


Stinnett Sells Capitol, 
In Dallas to R-K-0 


Dallas, Aug. 12. 

R-K-O Southern (Interstate) 
takes over Capitol here Oct. 1. 

Operated by Ray J. Stinnett, has 
long been one of foremost indie 
stands in Texas,.first having been 
under control of late Si Charninsky. 
More recently U assumed partial 
control of house, 


PUBLIX 100% IN SALT LAKE 
Publix has purchased the 50% in- 
terest of the Brooks company in the 
Victory, Salt Lake. 
This gives Publix 100% contro! of 
the house, a 1,200-seater, in the 


downtown district. 


THE BOY THAT PUTS “U” IN “HUMOR” AND KNOCKS THE “L” OUT OF “GLOOM” 


ILLY GLASO 


“CONDITIONS BAD? DON’T KNOW. ALWAYS 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK. Next Week (Aug. 15-21) 
STANLEY, JERSEY CITY, Week (Aug. 29) 


“JUST SONGS AND SAYINGS” 


THANKS TO R-K-O FOR ALL DATES AND 
OFFERS, AND HOPE THEY WILL HOLD 
GOOD UNTIL I FINISH 


FEATURED IN 


TOU 


PETROFF'S “GARDEN OF GIRLS” UNIT 


PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN, Week (Aug. 22) 
BRANFORD, NEWARK, Week (Sept. 5) 


Then En Route for Rest of Season 
R-K-O TO FOLLOW 


Direction NAT KALCHEIM 
Wm. Morris Office, New York 


R-K-O Direction LARRY PUCK 
Chas. Morrison Office, Bond Building, New York 
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cAnnouncing Second Annual 


INTERNATIONAL VERSION «1931 EDITION 


AFTER 7O WEEKS AND A SHORT VACATION pe 


— 
ARTHUR 


BOASBERG the REMINGTON 


SCOTTY WESTON 


‘THE DANCING GOB 


DOLLY KRAMER 


AMERICA’S FINEST COMEDIENNE | 


SHE'S SIX FEET OF SONG & DANCE | 


WANDA ALLEN-RENAS RATHBURN -CURTIS COLEY 
MOORE AND MOORE 
JOHNNY JONES-DOYLE QUADRUPLETS-KENGATEWOOD 


THE JOLLY TARS 


HARRY MARTIN-JOE KIRK- EDDIE MILLS 
Satisfied Actors 
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This clipping from the 
New York World 


the one of And 
the whole country is following 
suit. Plenty of work ... plenty 
of money to spend... and 
plenty of good pictures to 
spend it on! That's the best 
antidote for poor box-office 


business. And if UNIVERSAL 
hasn't got good pictures this 


year there just ain't no sech 
animule, because this year no 
picture will leave the Universal 
lot unless it’s fit for the best, 
and what's good for the best 
is good enough for anybody! 
You can't be a big shot 
without them! 


Keep Your Eye Ce 


UNIVERSAL 


paper and magazine critics all 
over the country pronounce it 
the greatest picture ever made. 
A record breaker as @ roed 
show in more than 23 key cities. 
LOUIS WOLHEIM 
LEWIS AYRES 
SLIM SUMMERVILLE 
JOHN WRAY 
Directed by 
LEWIS MILESTONE 


STRICTLY 
DISHONORABLE 


Preston Sturgis’ 
Broadway Stage Sensation 
The Drama League's prize wim) 
ning play because makes 
the audience a little brighter and 
more cheerful than when they 
came into the theatre.”’ A prac- 
tical guarentee of a good time.| 
More than a year on Broadway. 

énd still goine strong. 


THE CAT CREEPS 


—while the Canary Sleeps. 
Suggested by John Willard’s 
shivery, chilling, intriguing stage 


play. 

HELEN TWELVETREES 
JEAN HERSHOLT 
RAYMOND HACKETT 
LILYAN TASHMAN 
NEIL HAMILTON 
Montagu Love Elizabeth Patterson 
Lawrence Grant Theodore Von Els / 


Dir¢cted by RUPERT JULIAN 


SEE AMERICA 
THIRST 


The name describes itl A couple 
of queer looking bums one side. 
pullman fall heir to @ cargo 
of wet stuff which belongs to e 
gang of hijackers and then the” 
fun begins. With 
BESSIE LOVE 
SLIM SUMMERVILLE 
HARRY LANGDON 
MITCHELL LEWIS 


Directed by 
WILLIAM JAMES CRAFT 


{ 


OUTSIDE THE LAW 


Unquestionably the daddy of 
all underworld thrillers, with 
searing, searching dialogue. 
MARY NOLAN 
EDW. G. ROBINSON 
OWEN MOORE 
ROCKLIFFE FELLOWES 


Directed by TOD BROWNING 


RESURRECTION 


Count Leo Tolstoy’s immortal 
story. Incredible, fantastic, 
unmatchable...a man rises from 
the muck despite unbelievable 
obstacles. As a play it built the 
reputations of dozens of stage 
people. As a story it takes its 
place among the literary classics 
of the ages. As a picture it is 
drama extraordinary. 

JOHN BOLES 

LUPE VELEZ 


Directed by EDWIN CAREWE 


THE COHENS 
AND KELLYS 


HUNTING BIG GAME 


IN AFRICA 
GEORGE SIDNEY and 
CHARLIE MURRAY 

doing their stuff as only they 
‘can do it. Directed by 
WILLIAM JAMES CRAFT 


Erich Maria 
REMARQUE’S 
New Novel 


The aftermath of the war by the 
euthor of “All Quiet on the 
Western Front.’”’ Serialized in 
Collier's magazine . .. with a 
circulation of 2,000,000 and 


‘also in newspapers thru United 
Press. Title will be announced 


MERRY-GO-ROUND 


‘An outstanding stery that cap- 


tivated all manner of audiences 


@ wistful girl, a sideshow 


barker... men who were all 
elike until the right man came 


‘along... @ short-lived romance. 


But why spoil it by telling more. 


LITTLE ACCIDENT 


Last season's comedy stage hit 
by Floyd Dell and Thomas 
Mitchell... made into the scream 
of the screen! with 


ANITA PAGE 
DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr. 
ZASU PITTS 
SLIM SUMMERVILLE 
Salty Blane Roscoe Karns 
Joan Marsh Myrtle Stedman 
Albert Gran 
Directed by 
WILLIAM JAMES CRAFT 


OURANG 


They've actually gone into the 
heart of wildest Borneo to 
shoot this savage, romantic 
story where wild, gigantic near- 
man monsters rule the jungle. 
The expedition is headed by 
Harry Garson who is also 
directing. Dorothy Janis pleys 
the feminine lead. 


EAST IS WEST 


The perfect story for fiery Lupe 
Velez, with dialogue written by 
Samuel Shipman author of the 
original stage play. With 


LUPE VELEZ 
JEAN HERSHOLT 
LEW AYRES 


Directed by MONTA BELL 


BLIND HUSBANDS 


The forerunner of all modern, 
sophisticated matrimonial 
dramas. An intelligent all-ab- 
sorbing expose for wives, wo- 
men and sweethearts .. . for 
men, lovers and husbands. 


Directed by 
ERIC VON STROHEIM 


SAINT JOHNSON 


Written by W. R. Burnett, 
éuthor of last year's best seller, 
“Little Caesar’’... the romance 
of Western bad men and girls 
who were good. Teeming with 
high class thrills. 


JOHN WRAY 


Directed by EDWARD LAEMMLE 


Presented A CARL LAEMMLE 


LADY SURRENDERS 


Another sensational social 
drama! Made fromJohn Erskine’s 
best-selling novel, Sincerity.’ 
Modern, highly dramatic, so- 
phisticated, delightful. With 
CONRAD NAGEL 
GENEVIEVE TOBIN 
ROSE HOBART 
Commel Myers Vivian Ookland 
Franklyn Pangborn 


Directed by JOHN STAHL 


KING OF JAZZ. 


First and only screen appear. 
ance of Paul Whiteman and his 
famous orchestra with a host of 
stage and screen celebrities in- 
cluding John Boles and the first 
dramatization of George 
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue. 
Devised and directed by 
JOHN MURRAY ANDERSON 


BOUDOIR 
DIPLOMAT 


The battle ground of lovel 
Heaps of spicy fun in this so- 
phisticated smash stage hit by 
Rudolph Lother and Fritz 
Gottwald. 
BETTY COMPSON 
IAN KEITH 
MARY DUNCAN 
JEANETTE LOFF 
Leowrence Grant Lionel! Belmore 
Andre Beronger 


Directed by MAL ST. CLAIR 


DRACULA 


There's more than just mystery 
to this classic tale, and famous 
stage play. There's the uncon- 
querable love of a man for @ 
maid... his flaming passion 
bringing light to a city o'er 
shadowed by evil and dread. 
Louis Bromfield, famous novel- 
ist is adapting it from Bram 
Stoker's original. 


TOD BROWNING will direct it} 


—and two more 
big ones to be 
announced later. 
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Reductions of 3 Millions in West 
th} For R-K-O Next Season in Salaries 


In the west alone, where vaude 
is played in 30 theatres, R-K-O will 
spend $3,000,000 less this season 
than last on actors’ salaries. In- 
stead of $7,500,000 in that territory 
for the year, on a basis of $5,000 
per week per theatre for five-act 
bills, the vaude salary cost this 
year will be reduced to $4,500,000, 
or thereabouts, for the four-act 
unit shows averaging $3,000 or 
slightly under in weekly salaries. 

When the Mainstreet, Kansas 
City, cuts to four acts Aug. 16, the 
only remaining five-act houses on 
the R-K-O western unit route will 
be the State-Lake, Chicago, and 
Orpheum, St. Louis. These _ the- 
atres play the regular four-act units 
with an act added. Extra turn is 
booked from New York or Chicago 
for the three weeks of fill-in time. 

Besides effecting a saving by the 
reduction of one act a week in every 
theatre in the west, the general 
cost of the smaller bills has been 
greatly reduced. 

R-K-O, in claiming a partial 
comeback for vaude through the 
four-act and shorter bills, despite 
the lowered cost, declares the gross- 
es and attendance for the four- 
acters have largely improved since 
their introduction to the west last 
spring. 


ETHEL MERMAN IN PCTS. 


Ethel Merman, night club song- 
stress, who recently played for 
R-K-O with Al Siegel, has been 
engaged for a feature part in Par’s 
“Manhattan Mary.” Cast will fea- 
ture Ed Wynn, Lou Holtz and Gin- 
ger Rogers. 

( Miss Merman was engaged on 
the strength of a talking short she 
recently completed for Paramount. 


RIVERSIDE GOES FILMS 
Fox takes over the Riverside, New 


York, former R-K-O vaude house 
Sept. 1. 


| MEETING OVER N. V. A. 
NOW SET FOR SEPT. 


A meeting to find ways and means 
to maintain the N. V. A. institutions 
will be held during September, with 
the variety circuit heads present, 

This has been agreed upon be- 
tween Pat Casey and Will Hays. 
Messrs. Casey and Hays will be 
away during the latter part cf Aug- 
ust. Some of the circuit men are 
now vacationing. September will 
find them all back. 

Hays and Casey are said to have 

had a couple of conferences lately 
over the N. V. A. situation. Hays 
understands it. The conferences 
were for the purpose of working 
out the ways and means for the 
variety circuits to support the N. 
A. Their results will be. sub- 
mitted at the managers’ meeting. 
Hays’ organization holds the pic- 
ture-producing companies in its 
membership; the V. M. A., which 
Casey heads, is the theatre end. 
With producers and circuits in one 
as a rule, Hays and Casey usually 
confer over matters of mutual im- 
portance to the producers as to the 
theatre men. 
Meantime Casey is reported hav- 
ing sufficient funds* on hand to 
carry the N. V. A. to Oct. 1 instead 
of Sept. 1, as first reported. The 
financial position, however, of the 
Variety Managers’ Ass’n (V. M. A.) 
is not rpeorted as very healthy. 
That organization is currently liy- 
ing from hand to mouth. Its sup- 
port comes from dues paid by thea- 
tres attached to its membership. 


“Names” Back in Newark 
Newark, Aug. 12. 

The Branford is using names 
again in addition to the Publix re- 
vues. Bernice Claire this week and 
going over very big, will be fol- 
lowed by Davey Lee. 

Miss Newark, who won second 


BIG HIT! 
JOE and JANE McKENNA 


New Pantages, 


PUBLIX CUT 
PRODUCERS 


The “cut the nut” order which 
has gone out over the entire Publix 
circuit, shaving personnel down to 
the bone, now hits the production 
department. Publix will let out 
shortly its entire producing staff, 
retaining only three producers, Jack 
Partington, Frank Cambria and 
Boris Petroff, it is said. 


These three have produced the 
large majority of the Publix units. 
Main office believes that they can 
handle the entire production 
schedule. 


Hollywood 


Charles “Slim” Timblin, comedian 
from vaude and burlesque, with the 
Publix unit in “Ole Virginny,” cur- 
rent at the Paramount, is suffering 
from an attack of inflammatory 
rheumatism. He is unable to use 
his right arm, but will not drop 


Will be straight film policy. 


place at Galveston, next. 


out of the show unless it gets worse. 


Playing Cheaper “Copy 
Trahan Takes Case to Court 


FLAGPOLE SITTER NOW 
TELLING ALL ABOUT IT 


Atlantic City, Aug. 12. 
Alvin “Shipwreck” Kelly ended a 
50-day stay atop the Steel Pier flag- 
pole Saturday (9) establishing a 
record and bettering his own mark 
made at Baltimore by 600 hours. 


Kelly’s total time in the air was 
1,177 hours. It took him just four 
minutes to descend. 

Before he descended a pretty bar- 
berette went aloft and gave “Ship- 
wreck” a complete tonsorial over- 
hauling, which included a hair cut, 
manicure and a liberal application 
of aromatic scents. The bill was 
$4.25. Kelly, generous as any sailor 
just landing after a long voyage, 
handed her a $5 bill and waved 
aside the change. 

Kelly will be featured this week 
in the three theatres of the Steel 
Pier, where he will tell his audi- 
ences how it felt to remain ‘“ship- 
wrecked” atop a flagpole. 


Publix Full Week 


New Bedford, Mass., one of the 
Par-Publix vaude towns’ booked 
through the William Morris office, 
changes to a full-week policy, stage 
and screen, next week (18). 
Present policy is vaude three days 
and straight pictures balance of 
week. 


Producers Dissolve 
Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Al Weston and M. L. Greenwald 
have dissolved the producing firm 
of Greenwald and Weston, 

They had been together for five 
years, producing acts under an 
R-K-O franchise, and regarded as 


While Al Trahan has started legay 
proceedings to enjoin Vesta Wa}. 
lace and Johnny Berkes from using 
the character and material he has 
been identified with for the past 
10 years, Charlie Freeman, R-K-o9 
booking head, is sanctioning the 
booking and playing of the allegeg 
“copy act” in all theatres on the 
circuit. 

Berkes and Wallace opened on the 
R-K-O New York time Saturday at 
the Coliseum. They are at the 
Fordham the last half starting to. 
day (14). 

Last week, R-K-O’s legal depart. 
ment stated it had no objections to 
Freeman's booking the “copy act.” 
In reply to Trahan’s attorney, Ar- 
thur Driscoll, the R-K-O law de. 
partment declared it could see no 
sign of infringement in Berkes and 
Wallace’s use of material Trahan 
claims is his property, and that in 
its opinion, Trahan has no legal 
basis for a complaint. 

Vesta Wallace of the Berkes- 
Wallace act, was Trahan’s vaude 
partner until a year or so ago. Miss 
Wallace’s contention is that, as a 
previous partner, she is now en- 
titled to Trahan’s own stage char- 
acter and within her rights in pass« 
ing the role on to another man, 

Johnny Berkes, former single, 
teamed up with Miss Wallace a 
month ago. The latter rehearsed 
him in the Trahan part, lines, busi- 
ness and general characterization 
until, as Trahan charges, he is now 
letter perfect. The act is billed 
“Johnny Berkes—with Vesta Wal- 
lace,” Miss Wallace taking sub- 
ordinate billing despite having pro- 
vided the material and the act. 


In Same Theatres 


Berkes and Wallace will play 
with the same. material all of the 
theatres which Trahan recently ap- 
peared in, Trahan opened Monday 
in Boston in the new “Little Show,” 
his first Broadway musical assigne 
ment. Three weeks ago he com- 
pleted a three-year contract with 


highly successful, 


(Continued on page 47) 


New York 


Back Home 


Just to mention my appreciation to Messrs. George 
Black and Val Parnell for a most pleasant fortnight 
at the Palladium, and the request of the Palladium 
management to return at any time. | 


CHARLES MORRISON 


LIKE LONDON BECAUSE LONDON LIKED 


Sez 


SUMMERING (and Wintering) AT PLANDOME, LONG ISLAND 


HARRY FOSTER 


London 


\ 
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UNIONS AND MGR 
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Palace Headliners Closing Show; 


All Vaude Booking Rules Upset 


aude booking formula of 
ur and five-act bills with 
and comedy acts in “one,” 
ps weeny a lead taken with its 
western road shows by R-K-O, will 
exclude many full stage sketches 
and flash acts from the short bills 
ason, 
four-act bills, the maxi- 
mum number of full stage turns 
playable is two. Frequently the 
four-acters will include but one full 
stage turn, with the comedy fea- 
ture or headliner in “one. 

Five-act shows will also cut the 
full stage acts to two, using the 
“one” position for the other three 
turns. Under the old way the five- 


New V 
closing 


‘act bills usually opened and closed 


in full stage, with another full- 
stager in the middle and the “one” 
acts second and next-to-closing. 


_ Now, with the bills closing in “one,” 


the fullstager is dropped from the 
far end. Whereas the full stage 
spots on most bills were opening, 
No. 3 and closing, they will now be 
No. 2 and next-to-closing. 

This new layout violates most 
yaude booking rules that have stood 
for years, especially in turning over 
the next-to-closing to a flash act. 
That spot has always been reserved 
for the punch act of the show by all 
bookers who followed the leader. 


Headliner Last at Palace 


Another change in booking style 
will be introduced at the R-K-O 
Palace, New York, country’s only 
remaining straight vaude theatre, 
where hereafter the headline act 
will close the bills. Old habit of 
Palace audiences walking out on the 
closing turn has made the best acts 
timid about taking the spot. 

The reason is that the Palace 
has always tossed a*brace of acro- 
bats into the closing spot and other 
acts not capable of following what 
preceded. The new R-K-O conten- 
tion is that the show is over when 
the headliner is through. Acrobats 
ean’t follow headliners. 

Although practically wasted, clos- 
ing acts at the Palace have cost 
the circuit thousands every year in 
salaries. The money is tossed away, 
with the closers amounting to little 
More than an exit march. While 
for the acts who have closed Palace 
bills, the date has been more of a 
heart-breaker than anything else. 

To anyone but the headliner the 
Palace closing spot isn’t as pleasant 
as the openirg spot in Pough- 
keepsie. 

Palace will hold its feature until 
the end and attempt to educate cus- 
tomers to stick. 


Leonidoff Off for Opening 
Ambassadeurs’ Show 


Leon Leonidoff, who stages the 
Presentations at Roxy’s, sailed for 
Paris Friday (8). He will produce 
the opening show for new Les Am- 

Ssadeurs, opening Sept. 20. He 
Will return early in October. 

Leonidoff was engaged through 

- 8S. Bentham. 


Franks, Indef, on Air 


Franks, Jr., from vaude, 
held over indefinitely on the 
Fanchon and Marco weekly broad- 
east over WGBS. 
Franks and others of the F. & M. 
entertainers broadcast every Thurs- 
Y night at 10. 


Lillian Roth in Vaude 
N Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
€fotiations are on between Lil- 


Roth and 
booki the local R-K-O 


bla ng offices for the Par contract 
yer to take several weeks of 
“K-O vaude time. 
disagreement is reported 
N& up the deal. Miss Roth has 
etn. Six weeks before her next 
ure for Paramount. 


a Carr and Helen Kane (not 
Solveq oa girl), have dis- 
wih vaude partnership. Carr 

EO with Margie Nolan, Miss 
a single. 


Kane wil) ao 


Telling the Truth 


Doyle and Donnelly opened 
for Loew’s in the south this 
week billed thusly: 

“Late for the 
‘Follies’.” 


Ziegfeld 


Vogel Crawford’s Girl 
Friend Brought Wife 
And Arrest for Hubby 


Buffalo, Aug. 12. 
Vogel and Ernestine Crawford, 


vaudeville acrobatic team, were 
split by the City Court here when 
the judge sent Vogel to the peni- 
tentiary for non-support of his wife, 
Ernestine. 

The act was stranded here some 
months ago after 10 years of troup- 
ing when the woman had a nervous 
breakdown. She was confined to the 
Buffalo State Hospital. 

Upon her release the wife found 
Vogel installed with a healthier girl 
friend living at a Cherry street 
address. 

In default of a bond of $500 and 
a decree to pay his wife $7 a week, 
Vogel was committed. 


Moran and Mack Back? 
Amos and Andy’s Co. 


Moran and Mack are reported in 
negotiation for a return to vaude 
at the Palace, New York. It is 
said they have set a price of $4,000 
weekly for a _ return, with five 
weeks at that figure, to be played 
for R-K-O. 

R-K-O, through its picture sub, 
Radio Pictures, has Amos and 
Andy under a one-picture contract, 
with that picture in the making. 
Provided R-K-O wanted to play the 
other similar team following the 
picture’s release, the question of 
advisability of engaging Moran and 
Mack for the vaude stage only 
might arise. 

Moran and Mack for talkers seem 
to be a washout. Their latest pic- 
ture, “Anybody’s War” (Para- 
mount) reached the lowest gross 
last week by $10,000 the Paramount, 
3rooklyn, has ever done. It was 
$31,000, sending the theatre into the 
red for the week. 


YOUNG PALLENBERG WALKS 


14-Year-Old Lad Tires of Military 
School and Bear Act 


Schnectady, N. Y., Aug. 12. 

Emil Pallenberg, Jr., 14, evidently 
tired of school and traveling with 
his parents and their bear act, dis- 
appeared while the act was playing 
this city last week. teport was 
made to the local police by the 
father, Emil Pallenberg, Friday 
night. 

The lad skipped Thursday. Ac- 
cording to information, the boy de- 
clared his intention of running away 
if he was not taken out of military 
school he was attending, and the 
parents complied. Pallenberg’s 
bears were then playing with Sells- 
Floto circus. The kid soon tired of 
this, it was said, and pined for his 
home town, Clinton, Conn. 

The act closed with the circus, 
jumped 1,600 miles into this city to 
play the three-day date beginning 
Wednesday, and then Schenectady 
became a headache for the father. 

Emil, Jr.. had $7 when he flew, 
according to the father’s report to 
the police. } 

The parents set out for the home | 


town Saturday in the hope of 
locating the boy. 

Reed and Duthers 4d Ived 
|Bach going with another partner 


MEETING WILL 
MATTER 


Chains Advise Labor Lead- 
ers Unless Favorable Con- 
tracts Submitted Vaude 
Can Not Be Played— 
Unions Reported Leaning 
Toward Concessions 


OVERHEAD! 


Likelihood of lower overhead on 
stagehands and operators begin- 
ning Sept. 1, when old contracts 
expire, is learned as more than 
probable with all of the five large 
circuit operators, Publix, R-K-O, 
Warners, Fox and Loew in accord 
on the necessity of trimming oper- 
ating costs, especially if stage at- 
tractions are to be played profit- 
ably. 

In advance of formulation of 
wage scale schedules, representa- 
tives of these chains have met with 
labor officials of the stagehand and 
operators’ unions, laying their cards 
on the table. They are asking that 
present conditions be borne in mind 
when formal demands are prepared 
and presented by the unions. 

Speaking for circuits at this pre- 
liminary meeting were Harry Sher- 
man, Publix; Major Leslie E. 
Thompson, R-K-O; Harry L. Char- 
nas, Warner Bros.; C. C. Moskowitz, 
Loew, and H. M. 8S. Kendrick, Fox. 

This committee for the largest 
chains in the field had decided be- 
fore talking to union officials that 
a better settlement this year on 
wage scales, with either a reduction 
in wages or crews accepted by the 
unions, is fundamentally essential. 

Essential 

Besides contending that -the re- 
tention or increase in the use of 
vaude depends to a great extent on 
the deals to be made with unions, 
circuits are of the opinion that it is 
mutually to the advantage of both 
that scales be lowered or better 
conditions than now be arranged. 

Attitude from reports seems to be 
that unless the right kind of a deal 
can be made with the unions, the 
question of stage shows will be left 
as indefinite as now. It will then 
place circuits in the position of 
wondering whether it is worth 
gambling on vaude or attractions in 
view of overhead, although admitted 
that something besides talkers is 
needed. 

After pointing out conditions to 
the unions and asking that demands 
be gauged accordingly with a view 
to reaching a deal of some kind that 
will enable circuits to play as much 
vaude as desired in small spots as 
well as big, it was agreed a meet- 
ing will be held tomorrow (14) for 
discussion on a new contract. Up 
to yesterday circuit officials in 
touch with the labor situation did 
not know in advance what proposals 
would be made at this meeting. 


Deals for the country will be 
handled in line with local con- 
ditions, present scales, etc. 


Thousands of stage hands are out 
of work. For this reason, it is be- 
lieved that any deals arranged this 
year will be for a reduction in scale 
rather than crews. 

Fox and Loew first indicated a 
squeezed feeling on vaude overhead 
from present union scale by tossing 
the policy out wholesale. 


The Best Dressed Man 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

He’s here! 

Monday (11) a shadow fell over 
Hollywood, and what looked like a 
dirigible only turned out to be 
Jimmy’s schnozzle. 

The Durantes leave this week for 
New York. 


“Guest of Honor” Act 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Wally Ford has been given a 
route by R-K-O with his four- 
people skit. Contract calls for the 
comedian to do an afterpiece en- 
titled “Guest of Honor” with other 
acts on the bill. 


Ist Time English Act Given $2,500 
To Appear at R-K-0 Palace, N. Y. 


Just a Report 


Hollywood, Aug. 1°. 
According to Lew Schreiber 
there's a report going around 
that Sophie Tucker is engased 
to the Four Marx Brothers. 


Billy Suchier,, Jr., Made 
Girls Jump Out of Car 
Too Often, Girls Charge 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Billy Suchier, Jr., vaude perform- 
er at times, was nabbed in the 
Woods building last week on 
charges of assault and attempted 
assault. Two girls, one a nite club 
entertainer, were the complainants. 
Pro is Gwen Blumenthal Rogers, 
dancer at the Club Metropole. Both 
girls claim jumping out of Suchier’s 
car, on different occasions, on ac- 
count of his wild west treatment. 
Case continued until Aug. 14 with 
bond set at $15,000. 


MUSICAL ACT’S MEN’S 
BOUNCER IN MINN. 


H. D. Lake and Eric Hedberg, 
vaude, musical act, are being sought 
by the police of Minneapolis to an- 
swer a charge of grand larceny. 


The men, indicted upon complaint 
of the Linquist Musical Instrument 
Co., of Minneapolis, are alleged to 
have purchased $500 in musical in- 
struments and paid off by rubber 
check, 


It Takes a Golden Anni. 
To Bring Vaude Back 


Garwin, Iowa, Aug. 12. 

Pictures will be minimized and 
flesh will reign supreme here at the 
Savory theatre on the occasion of 
the town’s golden’ anniversary, 
Aug. 28. 

Real, honest-to-goodness vaude 
acts, not seen in this town for many 
a moon, will be on the boards for 
the day. 


+ 


The good old Percy G. Williams 
days, without the good old big time, 
tiay be vaudeville-returning for 
foreign stars. That’s according to 
the booking of Grace Fields, Eng- 
lish, for two weeks next month at 
the R-K-O Palace, New York, at 
$2,500 each week. 

It’s a phenomenal booking for the 
English, in the face of conditions 
and the English stand for some time 
of chi-eling the salary of every 
American act it solicits for the Lon- 
don halls. Such a headline vaude 
booking, unsight and unseen, has 
not been made in years in New 
York. 


Charlie Freeman, the R-K-O 
booker, is reported to have been in- 
fluenced by the gowing reports he 
received about Miss Fields from re- 
liable American sources abroad, and 
the unparalleled rep the girl holds 
in the English variety field. Miss 
Fields is a music-hall headliner, 
musical revue star, and heads her 
own company at her pleasure over 
British provincial tours on guaran- 
tees. 
Single Song Singer 


About all that New York can 
know of the Englishwoman is from 
her disc records. She’s known as a 
single act in vaudeville, singing 
songs, in character, comic and 
straight ballads. Her diction alone 
is believed sufficient to send her 
across on a Broadway stage, with, 
personality and material depended 
upon for the headline Palace spot. 

For years Miss Fields has declined 
all American vaude offers. Like 
Wilkie Bard, before he tried Broad- 
way vaude, the girl held to the 
opinion of why trying out in New 
York when she fs so firmly en- 
trenched over there? The report is 
now that Miss Fields has decided 
upon a business vacation, to see 
what she can do first time on this 
side, with the possibility of a musi- 
cal, since there is not over eight 
weeks of R-K-O vaude she can play 
here at her figure. 


Jenie Jacobs placed the $5,000 
two-week engagement at the Pal- 
ace, 


P. G.’s Gambling 


Some of the biggest big-time hits 
in the days of the late Percy G. 
Williams were secured by the un- 
sight-unseen foreign booking, par- 
ticularly with the English and Eng- 
lish single women. 

Williams would take a chance, 
mostly for novelty billing purposes 
for his then class vaude ace, the 
Colonial, New York. With that he 
added exploitation, and seldom 
brought over a real flop. When 
Williams did, he paid off and they 
took the next boat back. 

Other Williams’ importations be- 
came strong hits over here for years 
after, 


“Opposish” in Vaude Given Final 


Jolt by Loan of R-K-0 Act to Loew 


term contract with R-K-O, 


that circuit to 


have 


been released by 


Loew’s for two weeks at the State, 


New York, and Metropolitan, 
Brooklyn. . Dates are State next 
week (16) and Metropolitan the 


week following. Both Loew houses 


have .or years been considered op- 
position hotbeds by R-K-O, being 
nearby and close competition for 
the latter’s Palace and Albee the- 
atres. 

Following the two Loew weeks 
Wilton and Weber will 
playing for R-K-O. 

Release of the act for the oppo- 
sition dates was agreed to by 
Charlie Freeman, when requested 
by Marvin Schenck, booking head 
of Loew’s. 

Such a friendly gesture by one 
vaude circuit toward another, with 
both having backgrounds of keen 
rivalry, is not known to have prece- 
dent. R-K-O’s acquiescence in the 
Wilton and Weber case suggests the 


resume 


|old “opposition” 
| wane in 


bogey man, on the 


vaude for the last 


Wilton and Weber, under a long- | years, has 


two | 


now passed completely 


| out of existence. 


No Opposition 
Until lately, for an act to play 
Loew’s State or Metropolitan, meant 


“blacklisting” by R-K-O’s predeces- 
sor for a couple of seasons at least 
and sometimes for many years. 
Ken Murray, at Loew’s State, 
New York, this week, will spend 
the next four weeks between 
Loew's and t-K-O houses in 


Greater New York. 
Playing an opposition circuit the- 


pened to be too far away from the 
nearest Keith house to amount to 
real opposition, often resulted in 
barring of the act by Keith’s, The 
height of this was reached a few 
years ago when Keith's declared the 
indie Ward & Glynne Astoria the- 
atre in Astoria, L. L, “opposition” 
and notified all acts that an en- 


gagement there would deprive 
them of all future chances of play- 
ing anywhere for Keith’s. 

The Astoria, later sold to Loew’s, 
| Was six miles away from the neare- 
st Keith-booked theatre, Proctor’s 
158th Street, and on the other side 


of the Fast River. 
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Wednesday, August’ 73, 1935 


RIGHT? 


f e b k f 


for 10 years? 


IS IT RIGI {IT for a circuit to do so 2 weeks after the original has 
momentarily left vaude for a place in a Broadway 
show P 


IS IT RIGHT for the circuit to encourage so-called “copy acts” 
and thereby smother any ambition any other actor 
might have to BE ORIGINAL? 


IS IT RIGHT for a circuit to book a cheap imitator to the pos- 
sible impairment of the original act’s future stand- 


ing in its theatres? 


IS IT RIGHT for a circuit to deliberately encourage strife among 
actors at this time when vaudeville so sorely needs 


the good will of everyone, including the actor? 


IS [IT RIGHT or good showmanship for a circuit to play “copy- 
act” in theatres where the original has just head- 
lined? 


f ircuit of R-K-Q’s standing to deliberately, 
IS IT RIGHT thief? 


RIGHT? 

FAIR? 

ETHICAL? 

GOOD BUSINESS? 
DECENT? 


ASK YOU 


TRAHAN 


(THE SUFFERER) 
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‘for pictures only, 


Wednesday, August 13, 1930 


VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 45 


Drops Vaude from Two More; 
Opening New Season with Weeks 


Norfolk, Va, and Canton, O., 
pave been added to Loew’s now 
Jengthy list of vaude drop-outs. 
Both will cut the stage show and 
gwitch to straight pictures Sept. 1. 

The two eliminations, both full 
weeks, reduce the Loew vaude 
time outside New York to 6% 
weeks. With Atlanta, another full 
week, reported due to duck vaude 
the complete 
Loew vaude time may be down to 
13 weeks by September, that count 
including the remaining 7144 weeks 
in New York. 


Last season Loew’s booking of- 
fice started out with 28 weeks of 


playing time. This season it will 
start with less than half that. 

When Loew’s former vaude the- 
atres that will change or have 
changed to straight pictures “for 
the summer” will return to vaude 
is a question. Loew’s doesn’t know 
the answer. It is dependent on how 
the houses fare on the film diet and 
whether the reduced operating ex- 
penses under straight pictures allow 
for more profit on the difference in 
scale and gross with vaudfilms and 
films. 

Last week R-K-O claimed an- 
other increase in attendance at the 
theatres left alone with the vaude 
trade in their respective neighbor- 
hoods through vaude out in the 
formerly opposing Loew vaudfilm- 
ers. 


R-K-0 WANTS PAN’S 
$2,000,000 IN BONDS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. . 
R-K-O is understood to have 
made an offer to Alexander Pan- 
tages for the latter’s $2,000,000 bond 
holdings in the circuit. R-K-O, it 
is said, is willing to buy back Pan’s 
bonds on a dollar for dollar basis, 
or about 96, the price Pantages 
paid at the time of the sale of his 
six houses to the circuit. 


The $2,000,000 in bonds is prac- 
tically all Pantages gleaned out of 
the deal, after paying off over $1,- 
000,000 indebtedness on the houses. 
Total sum received by Pantages 
from R-K-O was $3,450,000. 


ALLAN A LOEW P. A. 
Wally Allan, formerly handling 
publicity for Publix, south, has 
been added by Oscar Doob to Loew’s 
publicity staff. 
Allan will do the publicity for 
the Bronx Loew houses only. 


Publix May Add ‘Name’ to Its Units; 
No More Cutting on Stage Shows 


Rather than effecting economies 
on unit production, as reported in 
some inside quarters, Publix is re- 
ported about to strengthen its stage 
shows going out from the east, by 
adding a “name” act to each. That 
is now under consideration for the 
new season, with the policy, if go- 
ing through, to be put into effect 
then. 

While there has been some in- 


clination in Publix operating cir- 
cles to want to extend the present 
economy drive to unit production, 
considerable opposition high enough 
to mean something exists against 
that move and is reported as win- 
ning out, 

Contention seems to be that previ- 


ous cutting on costs of units has 
gone as far as it could, with the 
average budget on the shows now at 
around $20,000. 
Need For Stage Shows 

One official says that instead of 
cutting any further, it will be nec- 
essary to increase cost in view of 
competition and the need at this 
time for strong stage attractions, 

Loew's has chopped some of its 
picture house units away down, 
with some running less than 30 min- 
utes. None of the Publix shows 
goes under 35. 


Publix once before triec out in a 
small way the use of heavy name 
attractions with units, but says that 
they then had the wrong picker. 


LONDON “DAILY MAIL”—JULY 22nd, 1930 


“The Palladium has one of the funniest new variety acts I have seen for at least a year— 
Miss Clara Barry and Mr. Orval Whitlege, an American couple who were quickly brought 
from the end of the programme to a place of honor after their success at the first house last 
night.” 


immediately Held Over 2nd Week, with One Week at 


Brighton to Follow. 


Thanks to Henry Sherek for more dates, which we are unable to accept, due to 
previous engagement with AARONS & FREEDLEY MUSICAL. 


“VARIETY,” Aug. 6 


YOUNG 2-ACT NEARLY 
STEALS PALACE SHOW 


Jesse Block and Eve Sulh, 
crossfire team, were almost the 
hit of the Palace this week, de- 
Spite competition such as Clai- 
borne Foster, Frances Williams 
and Harry Richman. 


Block and Sully, with surefire 
talk by Al Boasberg, are a brace 
= strong support to the Palace 


Block and his clever partner, 
Eve Sully, are spotted fourth. 
They not only have strong 
Crossfire material, with most of 
it original, but know how to 
send it over. What Block lacks 
in showmanship, if any, is made 
up by Miss Sully, and vice versa. 
A perfect working team, with a 
surprise song and dance number 
having speed and flash to take 
them off. Char. 


JESSE 


SAILING FOR EUROPE S. S. PARIS AUG. 16 


BLOCK and 


Material by AL BOASBERG 
Acclaimed by Press as the Outstanding Hit 


AT R-K-O PALACE, NEW YORK 


LAST WEEK, AUGUST 6 
Direction MARTY FORKINS 


E 


LLY 


Sully offer on the current bill. 
enormously amusing.” 


N. Y. “WORLD,” Aug. 4 


“It is that light-hearted, incoherent jesting that Jesse Block and Eve 
They are honest, hard-working clowns and 


N. Y. “AMERICAN,” Aug. 4 


“There is a surprise in a 
couple of kids, Jesse Block and 
Eve Sully—at least they looked 
fairly young from the orchestra. 
Theirs is an act of the age-old 
vaudeville type, the fresh ap- 
pearance of the couple and the 
cleverness of their lines offset 
that slight matter. An Al 
Boasberg should take a bow for 
the lines.” 


N. Y. “HERALD-TRIBUNE,” 
Aug. 4 


“A comedy team, Jesse Block 
and Eve Sully, have as smart 
and original a line of stories and 
jokes as have been heard in 
many a moon, and their recep- 
tion was a fine one.” 
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After Initial Appearance mi 
for R-K-0 
Immediately Routed 
Over Entire Circuit 


1930 R-K-O ROUTE i 
Week Aug. 2...... ....Chester-Madison 

9..........Newark 

i 

23..........Flushing 

30..........Chicago (State-Lake) 
Week Sept. 6..... .....Minneapolis 


Week Oct. 4..........Vancouver 


° | 
Francisco 

Week Nov. 5..........Oakland : 

15..........Los Angeles 


22.........-Long Beach 


Week Dec. 3..........Salt Lake 


My Sincere Appreciation to 12..........Omaha 


20..........Kansas City 
ARTHUK 5S. WILLIAM 1931 


Week Jan. 9..........Oklahoma City 
31..........San Antonio 
Week Feb. 7..........Houston 
14..........New Orleans 


BLONDELL & MACK 


for Their Efforts in 


| Securing R-K-O Route 
Week Mar. 12..... Charlotte 
AND H I S | Other Time Follows 
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; Now Playing 


Wednesday, August 13, 1930 


VAEDEVILLE 


VARIETY 


Family Midwest Vande 


Time Starts with Weeks 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

From four to seven weeks of fam- 
jly vaude are in the offing for the 
midwest. It will be Fanchon & 
Marco time, in the midwest Fox 
nouses, taking houses in Chicago, 
wisconsin, Missouri, and possibly 
Kansas. There may be added about 


three weeks of F.&M. local unit 
time, with productions assembled in 
St. Louis by Leo Le Blanc. 

The family vaude time is now be- 
ing gathered, In Chicago prob- 


— 


MAXINE LEWIS 


FEATURED WITH 


HARRY CARROLL 


Salt Lake—R-K-O 


neighborhood houses; 
Midwest, Terminal, Crown and 
Commercial. In Milwaukee, the Up- 
town, Modjeska and Tower. Added 
to this, the Fox houses in Kenosha, 
Wis. and Kansas City. 

Plans are being made for Fan- 
chon & Marco “B” unit time, cov- 
ering a number of spots through 
Kansas and Missouri. Production 
in St. Louis, with the acts booked 
here in Chicago. 

Hyman Schallman, who has just 
returned from a conference with 
Marco on the Coast, will be in 
charge of the books here for both 
the unit and the vaude time. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Patricia Clarke (Walsh and 
Clarke), is in her 20th week at the 
Sydenham hospital, New York, re- 
covering slowly. 

Clinton Cuby of the act Cuby and 
Smith is in the American hospital, 
Chicago. 

Billy Pierce (Pierce dancing stu- 
dio) around after an attack of 
bronchial pneumonia. 


ably four 


Vaude at Adams 
Musical stock folded at’ the 
Adams, Newark, N. J., last week, 
with house reverting to former 
vaudfilm policy this week. 
Five acts booked independently. 


Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


General &xecutive Offices 


OEW BUILDING 
ANNE 


160 WEST 46"ST: 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 


LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 


Presentations—WM. MORRIS 


BERT NAGLE and CO. 


with TIVOLI GIRLS in 
“MIDNIGHT SERENADERS” 


Notice—Act Copyrighted and Fully Protected by U. S. and 
International Patents 


R-K-0-WEBER-SIMON 


Always New 


A booker, wanting Joe 
Doakes’ Roosters, got hold of 
Doakes to ask him if he’d take 
a last half next week. 

“I can’t,” Doakes moaned. “I 
ate the act.” 


FRANK 


Just Completing Three Months’ Engagement at 
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, Hollywood, Calif. 


MITCHELL DURANT 


Address All Communications care of MURRAY FEIL, 
William Morris Agency, Hollywood, Calif. 


JACK 


Bentham’s Counter-Claims 
Offset Stephen’s Total 


M. S. Bentham has started coun- 
ter-suit against William “Doc” 
Stephens, formerly connected with 
the Bentham office, for $2,948. 
Stephens started suit against 
Bentham for $2,315, claiming it due 
him as his split of a 50-50 split 
commission arrangement with Ben- 
tham. He alleged money due him 
in commissions from the time he 


left the Bentham office, Feb. 1, 1930, 
to July 8, 1930. 

Bentham denied all of Stephen’s 
allegations. He entered three 
counter claims against Stephens, 
all in the one suit. 


Bentham is represented by Jules 
Kendler, 


CANADA’S UNIT ROUTE 
MAY REACH 5 WEEKS 


Toronto, Aug. 12. 

Famous Players - Canadian's 
(Paramount) stage production de- 
partment, established in this city 
recently with Jack Arthur in charge, 
will begin to operate Sept. 1 when 
the Imperial here, and Capitol, Mon- 
treal, open presentation policies. 
Using acts booked by the William 
Morris Chicago office, Arthur will 
stage the presentations for the two- 
week route taking in Toronto and 
Montreal. 

It is expected that later on the 
F. P.-Canadian presentation time 
will reach four or five weeks. 

Imperial is now playing vaudfilms 
and the Montreal house straight 
pictures. Imperial’s vaude is New 
York-booked by R-K-O, which also 
books Shea’s Hip, with the acts also 
playing Hamilton following Toronto. 
Home office has decided to continue 
with vaude at Hamilton and ar- 
rangements are reported being made 
for R-K-O to book it alone. 

When the Imperial goes presenta- 
tions, the Uptown, at present F.P.- 
Can.’s first run straight film house 
here, will become second run, with 
the Imperial getting first shot at the 
pictures besides its stage shows. 


The Wall Street System 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 


British International Pictures (Amer- 
ica), Inec., New York, 100 shares no 
par; John Maxwell, Maurice Arthur 
Dent, Michael Moran. Filed by Stern 
& Reubens, 1 East 45th street, New 
York. 

Soteros Theatre Corp., 
$10,000; Bernard Messing, 
Benjamin Rich. 

Suckno Enterprises, Inc., Albany, pic- 
tures, 200 shares no par; Walter Suckno, 
Henrietta Suckno, Noma Suckno Kraft. 

Lafayette Theatre Building, Inc., Buf- 
falo, $500,000; Michael M. Cohn, Edward 
H. Kavinoky, Esther W. Sauerwein. 

Glendale Amusements Corp., Queens, 
side shows, carnivals, 100 shares no par; 
Edward Collins, William Kessler, Samuel 
Schwartzman, 

Princess Charming Co., Inc., Manhat- 
tan, plays, 100 shares no par; Milton R. 
Weinberger, Max L. Rothenberg, Leon- 
ard Blauner. 


Manhattan, 
Hattie Gold, 


Adler-Gerton Productions, Inc., Man- 
hattan, performances kinds, 100 
shares no par; C. Elmer McGee, Nettie 
Graff, 

4 Dissolutions 

Portchester Theatre Co., Ine., Man- 

hattan. 


Vaudfilm at Hip 


Tentative date on which R-K-O 
will reopen the Hippodrome, New 
York, is Aug. 30. 

Vaudfilm is reported for the Hip, 
with the same top of 50c, 


Eddie Rubin Changes 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

One of the youngest actor’s 
agents on the Coast, Eddie Rubin, 
brother of Benny, the comic, has 
resigned from the Harry Weber 
staff. 

He is joining the Lichtig and 
Englander office. 


CHEAPER “COPY ACT” 


(Continued from page 42) 


R-K-O, under which he headlined 
in all of that circuit’s vaude thea- 
tres. 

3ooking of “copy acts,” widely 
practiced during the old Keith’s re- 
gime, when Keith’s was dictating 
its own terms to the actors, seemed 
to have passed out a couple of sea- 
sons back, but is now revived with 
the Trahan-Berkes affair ° 

“Copy acts” were originated years 
ago, when there were two distinct 
types of vaude, big and small time, 
with enough of both for an act to 
play one season after season with- 
out touching the other. “Copy acts” 
then were cheap imitations of orig- 
inals, with inferior playing and 
salaries lower because of the quality 
and copping. 

Often a big time comedian would 
have one or two copies of his own 
act playing the smaller theatres, 
while owning the “copy acts” as 
well as his own, 

Later on, big time commenced to 
play “copy acts” also, in opposition 
to the originals, because the in- 
ferior duplicates could be bought 
more cheaply. This was regarded 
as one of vaude’s most harmful 
kickbacks. 

Trahan’s last salary with R-K-O 
was $1,250. R-K-O is paying the 
Berkes and Wallace “copy act” 


around $500. 


(Continued from page 1) 


of many, 1s quietly and simply ad- 
ministered. 

It is: 

“We have no way of financing 
you.” 

After that the merger is effected, 
since all of the large banks, ac- 
cording to money contacts for some 
of the film companies, simultane- 
ously seal coffers which the day 
before seemed doorless, 

While William Fox went through 
this experience, it was not dreamed 
by the best informed of insiders that 
the same method could become a 
formula in the picture industry, 
which students within now are cer- 
tain it is, The “students” are exec- 
utives in fairly conservative com- 
panies, and some are filmdom’s in- 
termediaries with the money mart. 

What Hollywood pays its stars 
and supervisors, and New York do- 
nates to some of its executives and 
press agents, doesn’t mean a thing, 
in the language of one film executive 
who knows The Street, to The 
Street. 

Sharp rebukes and probe methods 
are foreign in the bankers’ curricu- 
lum of chastisement. There is only 
one way, and that has been cited. 
If the company plunges once too 
often, and that plunge nips too 
much profit off the film tree, or en- 
dangers the principle, the banker- 
bugler quietly blows taps for the 
first and final time. 

3ankers of late, it is said, have 
issued a prelude to the bugle call. 
In several instances they have 
warned companies against further 
buying of theatres. Then a slight 
tightening on the strings was al- 
lowed to be experienced in what is 
described as all fairness. 


Wall Street isn’t playing ogre 
with filmdom. According to film 
executives who have conversed 


downtown, the average investigator 
from the Street is “a timid soul.” 
He knows nothing about the indus- 
try and, furthermore, wants to have 
no hand in its activity. The policy 
for him and his bosses, according to 
informants, is: 

Let the industry produce and sell 
pictures in its own way, and Wall 
Street and the bankers will pro- 
ceed accordingly in the field of 
finance, 

It is up to filmdom itself to do its 
own economizing. In cases where 
it is too late it is conceded that 
there is nothing left to do but go 
the prescribed “merger route.” 

Gradual cognizance of “the for- 
mula” is causing unrest in producer 
powwow places. There it is ad- 
mitted that salaries are out of pro- 
portion; that in no other industry 
will they be found so high. 

Getting down to facts is another 
matter. If a star grosses at the box 
office many times what is now being 
paid in salary, she or he is not over- 
paid. Furthermore, her place in the 
constellation is brief—shorter, in 
fact, than any high-yet-lower-sala- 
ried-pereh in any other industry. 

About executives. Too much 
money. They will have to be cut. 
But how? The relative angle some- 
what features in the talk contests. 

No one in the film business, de- 
spite the economy gesture in the 
face of The Street’s “formula,” has 
yet satisfied the other with 
answer. 


the | 


Au Revoir 


U. S. 


Cheerio 


LONDON 


Closing 
R-K-O 


PALACE 
NEW YORK 


Friday Night (Aug. 15) 
Saturday A.M. (Aug.16) 


Sailing 


S.S. “PARIS” 


GEORGE M. 


BURNS 


and 


GRACE 


ALLEN 


Who Present 


CHOPS” 


By AL BOASBERG 
To Play 


Sept. 1—Brighton 
8—Palladium 
15—Holborn Empire 
22—Birmingham 
29—Palladium 
6—Holborn Empire 
13—Palladium 
20—Holborn Empire 
27—Palladium 
Nov. 3—Holborn Empire 


Oct. 


We would 
enjoy our trip 
if 
we could play 
the Palladium 
and the 
Holborn Empire 


Europe Direction 
JENIE JACOBS 
HENRY SHEREK 


U. S. Direction 
TOM FITZPATRICK 
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AB VARIETY VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS Wednesday, August 13, 1959 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

A sluggish show. Spotty and in- 
and-out. Started slowly and sus- 
tained only by the three acts (and 
one other) distinguished in the 
tungstens. They were George Jes- 
sel, toplining; Harriet Hoctor, and 
Bill Robinson and Adelaide Hall in 
a one-week frame-up as their fare- 
well to vaude. 

The other worth-while was 
George N. Burns and Grace Allen 
with their tried and true Al Boas- 
berg material. This smacks of real 


old-fashioned, good vaudeville; 
neat, fly, crisp, funny and clever 
two-act. Maybe it’s the material. 


Doesn't matter. Burns and Allen's 
delivery didn’t hurt, although if the 
screen musicals hadn't lured the 
Boasbergs and the Paul Gerard 
Smiths away, there’d be a few fun- 
nier acts around, 

Same goes for the Jessels and 
Cantors. How vaude could use a 
few more of these! Even when 
R-K-O develops a Ken Murray, it’s 
not long before the gold coast lures 
"em away. 

Jessel kidded on the square about 
flesh on the stage. More truth than 
comedy, although he turned it to 
laffs mainly, opining that it won't 
be long before the audience will 
come up on a stage and feel the 
flesh of a performer to make cer- 
tain. 

Jessel has two femme kids with 
him and makes great use of ’em for 
foils. He is plenty fly, but retain- 
ing the tragi-comique idea of his 
billing by mixing up the senti- 
mental with the inconsequential. A 
tribute to Hitchy, Eddie Foy, Sam 
Bernard and “a tenor (Joe Schenck) 
to complete the quartet” won a 
rousing round of acknowledgment. 

Plenty of inside laughs, too, which 
went well at both the wise Satur- 


day opening and with the less 
sophisticated—and also lesser in 
numbers—customers of Sunday’s 
first mat. 

Osaka Boys (New Acts) opened. 
“Porcelain Romance” next, with 
Audrey Depew, femme ballerina, 


who is handled by three partners, 
yiscorse Severn, Ernest Goresco and 

alve Gianino. Two singing women 
are in background as part of the 
porcelain prop idea. Act looks like 
a Meyer Golden, and questionable 
whether it needs all that produc- 
tion and the two extra women. AS 
one of those multiple adagio school 
acts, wherein one woman is han- 
dled by three partners, it holds 
some new wrinkles, and could go 
in a neat No. 2 on its own sans the 
trimmings. Miss Depew is a daring 
terpsichorean. puppet, being thrown 
about quite strenuously, with not a 
few cross-stage heaves. H. P. Cal- 
lanan, musical director. This was 
the first of two acts carrying its 
own maestro. 

Harold (Hal) Yates and Cooper 
Lawley, to give ’em their full bill- 
ing, might have been switched with 
the adagio act. The team has 
lightened up their “de luxe song- 
ster” idea, interpolating gag _ stuff 
in between the heavier numbers. 
Pleasant if not spectacular song 
team. 

Burns and Allen chalked up a 
heavy laugh score. The nonchalant 
Burns and the trim Miss Allen 
alternated on the foiling and crack- 
ing, in itself a nifty development. 

Robinson and Miss Hall, the 
“Blackbirds” stars, farewelling in 
vaude prior to starting out with 
their “Brown Buddies” show, gave 
themselves a production flash with 
a couple of piano accompanists, but 
otherwise they were themselves. 
Clicked per usual. 

Harriet Hoctor (New Acts) re- 
opened, followed by Jessel. Walter 
Davison’s Louisville Loons closed. 
The band act has been around be- 
fore, but didn’t quite make the 
Palace grade, although trying hard 
to be different. Harlan Christie, the 
banjoist, is now heavier on the 
comedy. Cecelia Blair is an acro- 
batic dance specialiste who has a 
flock of acro tricks, but might 
heighten the effect even more by 
interpolating a few real dance steps 
instead of the mere succession of 
splits, rolls, tumbles, etc. 

Sunday afternoon business was 
less than half capacity. Opening 
Saturday mat, including the gate- 
crashers, was much fuller on the 
lower floor, but Sunday’s turn-out 
was an improvement over the pre- 
ceding weeks, when either’ the 
weather or the show kept 


bel. 
MADISON 


(R-K-O Unit) 
Of the picked platoons assigned 
to duty on the R-K-O western unit 
frontier with 


Sedley is one of the best. 


opening dress parade Saturday. 

There was a matter of about 20 
minutes to be adjusted. Having in 
mind the length of features, organ 
solos, shorts and fancy overtures by 
versatile pit musicians, the time al- 
lotment to the vaude end is rather 
rigidly fixed at an hour flat. Five 
minutes either way not vital but the 
even measure gratifying the stop- 
watch proprietors. 

Sedley doubled as m. c., bringing 
Yauchter to the surface in advance 
of the first two acts, Myers, Lublow 
‘and Rice, and Raymond Baird, both 


instructions to see 
that things do not become quiet the 
comedy squad commanded by Roy 
Only 
minor shavings needed after the 


minus giggles. Use of blackout 
early in the running impressed re- 
viewer as worthy of retention but 
understanding is that the official 
verdict was against it. 

All four of the constituents have 
been seen around more or less fre- 
quently. In combination they re- 
sult in generally fast diversion. 
Toward the end, where it is pre- 
sumed to count most, the humorous 
element becomes conspicuously suc- 
cessful. 

Allowing for the Madison having 
a perpental grin, there is still no 
question of the universal entertain- 
ment value of this troupe. More 
audiences around the country are of 
the Madison type than of the char- 
actertistic apathetic New York kind, 
which means the Brookiyn house is 
a fair test. 

Sedley, incidentally, has developed 
greatly in recent seasons. He has 
brighter and smarter material than 
has previously served him. Unctu- 
ous, clean-cut deportment even 
while the hokum is most hokum- 
ish. With an attractive appearance 
as a further asset he suggests a fu- 
ture leading inevitably to musical 
producers. 

A girl dancer of remarkable 
limbreness, Virginia Martin, handi- 
capped through late appearance, 
after Myers, Lublow and Rice, as- 
sists Sedley throughout his various 
chores, together with two male 
stooges, both able. Smaller of the 
latter had a husky throat Saturday, 
tough for the gagging. He acquired 
some personal recognition with a 
knee routine. 

Loring Smith, flanked by two at- 
tractive damsels and a juvenile, 
handled the auxiliary comedy. Smith 
has cute tricks accumulated in years 
of polite comicking. He found it 
comparatively simple to roll up a 
erescendo of titters. Support is 
good, although a trace or two of 
more sincerity in the juvenile’s love 
speeches suggests itself as an im- 
provement. 

Raymond Baird, who accomplishes 
wonders upon soprano and tenor 
saxophones, punctured the target 
core twice, following a strong finish 
with a stronger encore. He had the 
deuce, 

Myers, Lublow and Rice is a 
straight dancing turn with a mem- 
bership of nine persons. A succes- 
sion of strong specialties with more 
than a degree of sensationalism puts 
it safely across. 

There are 18 people in the unit 
with a payroll of around $2,900. In 
view of the fact it provides so much 
entertainment, this is a superior 
order of booking. Land, 


JEFFERSON 


That seven acts are here each half 
is billed heavily outside. This neigh- 
borhood likes its vaude. The sul- 
try Saturday matinee had this house 
well clogged. Radio’s “Lawful Lar- 
ceny,” featured, shared billing with 
the Irish tenor, Joe Regan. 


Entire layout didn’t work out so 
well. Too many weak cogs slowed 
up the works. Bill was in dire need 
of a good comedy turn and not one 
in the whole seven. 


Six Rockets, pony chorus of six 
girls, in abbreviated garb, drew the 
opening curtain. Girls are well 
formed and go in for a bit of varied 
poses on ladders and in human 
pyramids. Ground tumbling also in 
pairs. Fast opener. 

Deuce had Jack Hunter and 
Monty, mixed hoofing duo. Major- 
ity of the routine lacks flash. Just 


manages to make the grade. Boys’ 
best is an acrobatic dance, 
Morton and Higgins’ comedy 


crossfire push-off was tepid. There- 
after turn found it easier and 
healthier when Morton drifted to an 
original comedy lyrical song, vocaled 
to the tunes of familiar pops. Brings 
on a uke for some pop tonsil work 
with Miss Higgins. Latter is a tall 
girl who should develop more lung 
power. Lacks in pedi ability until 
she takes to the high kick. Gets re- 
sults with that. Morton formerly 
had for his side-kick, preceding Miss 
Higgins, Roselyn Green. 

Frank and Peter Trado, formerly 
Trado Twins, have a clean-cut run- 
ning type of act, and liked. They 
have personality and use it. Good 
hoofing routine with some likable 
comedy and straight singing. Touch 
of comedy patter helps. 

Jacks and Queens (New Acts), 
weren't at all what it was framed 
up for. Gets started on some sort 
of script or other but is lost as the 
act goes along. 

Regan was the big hand warmer. 
House evidently knew Regan by 
name for he got a reception when 
walking on. His clear Irish tenor 
in fine fettle and the customers got 
a great kick out of it. 
of turn is entirely minus one pop. 
After the Yiddish dirge, “Eli-Eli,” 


with Tears in My Eyes.” 
send-off. 


and another girl, closed. Miss Ben- 


the act is divided into two scenes. 
One is in the tropics and other down 
South. Former contains three boys 
chained together going through a 
tap routine, somewhat on the King 
style. An adagio number lacks: in 
smoothness. Second number gave 
Miss Benstead a chance to stretch 
her tonsils to their full extent by 
vocalizing “Chloe.” Fair closer. 


First half 


Regan filled his encores with pop 
tunes, using “Molly” and “Dancing 
Great 
Lucille Benstead and Co., five men 


stead shoves off with a song, then 


86TH STREET 


Devitalizing weather which for 
weeks has conspired with usual 
beach lure and vacations to kick 
theatre operation finally dug into 
this house’s Saturday mat, bringing 
it down to a half house. To coun- 
teract it all new half week’s layout 
isn’t a strong prescription, with 
draw on stage centered largely in 
Curtiss-Wright Flying Band (New 
Acts). Although considerable ex- 
ploitation has been done on this act 
by R-K-O, it’s questionable whether 
it means a great deal more to the 
box office than other bands. Screen 
has “Lawful Larceny” (Radio). 


Usual five acts, with Block and 
Sully, up here from a Palace date, 
strongest of the quintet. The team 
closes the show. Though an un- 
usually surefire two-act, the Cur- 
tiss-Wright aggregation copped the 
biggest applause at the Saturday 
mat. 


Bert Hanlon, single, preceded the 
band on third and found the going 
tougher than apparently anticipated, 
making that obvious. Here is an 
act that seems to go well in some 
houses but not in others, with that 
probably due to difference in intel- 
ligence of audiences. The 86th Street 
draws heavily from the upper east 
side. That crowd most likely didn't 
understand Hanlon’s kidding about 
how some acts wave the flag or any- 
thing to get by with Hanlon him- 
self then trying it. The second half 
of his routine scores better any- 
where, as it did here, with the pansy 
number “in character” delivering 
the best punch. That ‘‘flag-waving” 
song for the finish not so hot. 


Wilton Sisters, now reunited, held 
No. 2 nicely but getting only a fair 
hand at the finish. Most peculiar 
reaction at the Saturday mat was 
audience’s heavy applause on the 
ballad single in which diction is 
poor, and the otherwise fast pace 
of the turn is noticeably slowed up. 
A better number might take out the 
slowness. The Wiltons are an old 
sister team in vaude. Relieving 
their harmony work a violin and 
piano double about the middle is 
nicely done, 


A fast opener, Four Eastons, billed 
as “Fun in a Baggage Room,” push 
a truck onto the stage and hop into 
an acrobatic and teterboard routine. 
They did a little better than fair. 
All four dress as baggage men, with 
one a comedian with falls and 
bungling for mild laughs. The ex- 
pected laugh through his exposure 
of a brassiere didn’t come. A cata- 
pult from a teterboard of three-high 
and a double somersault to a chair 
catch stand out. Cleverer enter- 
tainers than the Eastons could build 
their act up into a good laugh- 
getter. 

Pathe Sound News, usual trailers 
and the overture, with Sam Heggen 
conducting, round out show. This 
week Heggen puts the men through 
a special arrangement billed as 
“Kisses.” It includes many pops and 
semi-classical numbers, Char. 


STATE-LAKE 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 

Extension of the morning prices 
into the afternoon has helped this 
vaude house. At the second show 
Saturday they were holding ’em out 
in spite of a heavy rain. Some talk 
of switching this house to straight 
film for fear it could not compete 
on a vaudfilm basis with the Palace. 
But now it looks like the other way 
around. On a bargain basis this 
stand will easily run ahead of the 
newer house. 

Opening were the Lovejoy Dan- 
cers, neat and smooth dance flash, 
with five girls and two men, with 
one, Hal Sidare, featured. All dances 
have a touch of clowning that’s a 
click. Sidare stands out in his 
specialties and his drunk gob bit; 
with the femme specialty dancer 
also rating. 

Billy Lytell and Tom Fant fol- 
lowed. Old time solid vaude ma- 
terial and the audience recognized 
it. The song and the dance, the 
talk and clowning. Sold nicely. 

Kitty Doner always means pep 
and sells. herself with such show- 
manship the crowd goes for her. 
Especially because she appears to 
be continually ad libbing. As a 
male impersonator Miss Doner is 
surefire as a personality. 

It was surprising to see how 
Kane and Ellis could start so weak 
and finish so well. At first it look- 
ed like the whole act would have to 
rest on Howard Kane's small com- 
edy dancing bit, but then Cora Ellis 
came out in a different dress. To- 
gether they instilled some comedy 
and life into a wobbling turn. 

Closing was Charles Bennington 
and his 10-piece newsboys  har- 
monica band. Opens with the har- 
monicas, then switches to the peg- 
legs. 

“Queen High” (Par) feature. Loop. 


58TH STREET 


When the Lassiter Bros. showed 
in the ill-fated Murray Anderson’s 
“Almanacs,” about a year and a half 
back or more, they were okay prin- 
cipally because they ddin’t do any 
chattering. They ought to follow 
this idea out in vaude and stick to 
the comic acro dancing, and they're 
for No. 2, any bill On this bill 
Lassiter dancing act followed a 
purely darcing act, Silver-Freed 


Lassiters. 

Silvre-Freed Foursome in “three,” 
and put on a snappy performance, 
but nothing new except they do 
things in duets, trios and a quartet. 

On the bill last three acts were 
singing and character stuff—not all 
the way, but little real difference to 
matter. Acts seemed too long in 
running. Three cases here, all in 
second half. . 

Marshall 
shut, 


Montgomery, next to 
shoving Irene Ricardo into 
No. 2. Al Tucker and his band 
closed. Frank Radcliffe and Clar- 
ence Todd No. 3. 

Radcliffe is from the former team 
of Harris and Radcliffe, colored. 
Still a Harlem hoofer, which means 
leg swinging that the audience can’t 
figure, and a peculiar falsetto tenor 
that goes up and down, but goes 
over. The partner don’t mean any- 
thing. Radcliffe hogs everything, 
and makes the mistake of trying to 
hang on with old stuff and bits 
culled from every ancient piece plus 
his former act. Went over on ap- 
plause. 

Montgomery was the big shot of 
the first show. At least one song 
by Montgomery’s female partner 
could be cut, and one by the dummy 
to speed up the turn, that plays in 
full stage on a special drop of a 
yacht and seafront. 

Miss Ricardo is a neighb favorite 
around here. She's been here at 
least three times within the past 
year and still the same character 
song routine. It began to tell a bit 
this afternoon, even though she 
ignored the heat and did an extra 
number. 

Biz better than last week, but 
that’s due to the film, “Lawful Lar- 
eceny” (Radio). 

Plenty of waits between acts, net- 
ting vaude 82 minutes, which takes 
in a two-minute exit march and a 
three-minute overture by the pit. 


STATE 


Fair bill at the State this week. 
It wouldn't be tov good any- 
where, starting off routiney with 
an acrobatic teams, having a dog 
act No. 3, and no comedy outside 
that ccntrinuted by Jay C. Flippen. 
Besides closing with a girl kand, 
the second here in a couple of 


weeks, 
Didn’t play badly for the way 
booked, but, excepting Flippen, 


didn’t scem just the right treatment 
for the State. Lon Chaney’s talking 
on the screen in “Unholy Three,” 
which might be the squarer if one 
is needed, 

Three of the six acts are new, un- 
der New Acts: Arthur Ball, deucing 
tenor; flash called “Oriental 
Sketches” and spotted fourth, and 
“Glorious Girls,” the band closer. 
Flippen was next to closinz, in 
blackface, and a very big hit with 
the oniy comedy. They palmed him 
tack for two encores, then wantei 
a third and he had to oblig3 with 
a speech. Playing a repeat after 
mu recent date here, ’twas a corking 
tribute to this blackface yingl2 who 
rises 'way «Love his mat-cial. If 
there isn’t a writer who can write 
an act for such a natural and easily 
suited monologist as Flippen, then 
there aren’t any stage writers left. 


Zelda Brothers, contortionistic 
acrobats, are still, after all these 
years, using that ridiculous and 


harmful talk material, when they 
should stick to the act. It so hap- 
pens that in this case the gym- 
nastic stuff is so strong, even the 
talk can’t stop it from landing, but 
the boys certainly try their best to 
handicap otherwise fine work. 

One point in each of the three 
new acts managed to slide them 
over satisfactorily, though without 
their respective points they would 
hardly rate the State. With Ar- 
thur Ball it’s his voice. His selec- 
tion of material, in relation to suit- 
ability for his pipes, was far from 
correct, and his hands are ever in 
his way. But the voice did the 
trick well enough for No. 2. “Ori- 
ental Sketches” combines two num- 
bers seen around before, probably 
separated or maybe together in the 
same turn under another name. 
The closing adagio saves it. The 
girl band would have been lost 
without the drum corps closing in 
“one,” for up to then nothing had 
happened. 

Carl Emmy’s dogs were surpris- 
ingly out of their spot No. 3, but 
suffered no ill effects. The girl 
band would have looked much bet- 
ter down there, with plenty of time 
between their drum number and 
the flash act’s introduction for set- 
ting the stage. Bige. 


NEW ACTS 


Jack Kraft and Elsie Lamonte, 
two-act. 

Fred Heider, musical comedy 
comic, is returning to vaude via 
R-K-O in a revival of his former 
vaude skit “Up a Tree.” Four danc- 
ing girls in company. 

Cab Calloway orchestra and floor 
show (colored) from the Cotton 
Club, New York. 

Ray Dooley and Florence Ames, 
reteamed. 

Charles Sabin, Louise Brown and 
Joe Wagstaff, three-act. Miss 
Brown and Wagstaff from legit. 
Sabin formerly dancing partner of 
Barbara Bennett and Eleanor 
Ambrose. 


Foursome. Poor placement, to hurt‘ 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 9 

Somewhat wobbly variety bill, al 
though impossible to point out ‘ae 
definite weak spot. y 

Bill closed strong with 
Friedland’s “20th Century 
Makes a fine flash, getting 
tion on screen-to-stage novelty, 
with the girls on the screen break, 
ing through the paper sheet and 
come bouncing into “one” in the 
flesh. Perfectly timed and q pip 
The revue is staged, routined ana 
costumed excellently, with a chorus 
line of six, plus two femme specialty 
dancers, and two men, one a dancer 
the other a tenor. Irving Edwards 
does the m. c. after preceding with 
his own 18 mins. Standouts were the 
tenor with a pair of easy pipes: 
Una Cooper and Loretta Dennis, 
dancers. 

Irving Edwards on his own next 
to closing was all personality to 
get away with his routine. His open. 
ing gag about the dancer with “two 
fans” is out of place and probably 
out after the first show. Otherwise 
he was over‘solid with his talk and 
songs. Showmanship aplenty. 

Val and Ernie Stanton preceded 
Edwards, contributing the first 
laughs of the bill, counting from the 
front. The nonsense chatter and 
the blackouts were good enough ang 
satisfying for the audience to for- 
give the closing ukelele and har- 
monica walk-off. 

Second was (Miss) Lee Morse who 
sits on a grand piano and croons 
them thar southern melodies. Most 
of the tunes have words and themes 
that are probably known in Dixie 
as southern ballads; at points north 
they’re called comedy torch tunes, 
However, as a southern type ,of 
warbler Miss Morse was accepted as 
a novelty by an audience accus- 
tomed to eating watermelon with a 
fork. 

Opening were the three Pasquali 
Brothers, tumblers and hand to 
hand work, with one head-to-head 
bit as the ace. Short, snappy and 
fast. 

Film feature “Grumpy” (Par). 

Loop. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Plenty of flash and diversity in 
the current week’s stage show here, 
but sans a wallopy standout, badly 
needed. 
The F. & M. “Eyes” has a drop of 
girl’s head with rolling eyes for 
background, with band spotted at 
mouth and a trellised balcony for 
paraded groupings. Might have 
been okay if any parades. 
Economy also in the sunkist beaut 
ensemble division, with six femme 
specialty dancers backing the turns 
carded, instead of the usual 16 or 20. 
The lesser group work hard, and 
effectual on merit, but the usual 
girly flash is lacking through the 
Hooverized process. But then it’s 
summer now, and things may be 
changed later. 
Sam Jack Kaufman retains his 
spot as alternate baton wielder for 
stage band and m. c. for the show, 
handling both very well. 
Reprise of “Eyes” songs, sung by 
Don Carroll, flanked by girls and 
boys, provided a pleasant opening 
ensemble. Sextet of girls secreted 
behind large fans and later 
brought out for brief dance special- 
ties, with the combo built up for 
good results, 
Keo, Toki and Yoki, Jap trio of 
two men and girl, next, and pleased 
with songs and barrel juggling. Paul 
Olsen followed and got laughs with 
his dummy dancing, utilizing a life- 
size rag doll] flapper attached to his 
shoes. 

The Six Candrevas, male cornet- 
ists, who previously doubled with 
gals in the opening ensemble, gave 


Anatole 
Revue.” 
a recepe 


a good account in a cornet ensemble, 


two numbers and with the dancing 
girls woven into the latter. 

Billy Green, assisted by Addie 
Clifford, was the only comedy act. 
Consequently he had no struggle in 
mopping up in the laugh-getting 
division. The hokum travesty stuff 
of the couple was well spotted and 
got over. Bob and Eula Burroffs 
had a corking adagio, building it uP 
to a finale, with everyone on for @ 
snappy finish. 

Bob West, organist, in getaway 
week got over with the usual bang 
in his Saengerbund session, preced- 
ing the stage unit. “Cheer Up and 
Smile” (Fox) screen feature. £404. 


R-K-O, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Just about the time the local 
R-K-O is beginning to get a rise 
with its vaude, it’s too bad a show 
like the current one had to come 
along. Aside from not meaning 
anything to the boxoffice, the variety 
of talent in the four assembled acts 
is anything but. 

Starts slow and winds up the — 
way. Through faulty spotting Sylv 
Clark, headlining, closes the a 
For a single worman of Miss Clar i 
type, the exit spot is a mise 
in the first place. The way this > ~ 
ran it would have been more or 
tageous to switch Miss Clark ps 
the flash act ahead of her. Th¢ 
other way around “Lights 4? 
Shadows” was too retarded in tome 
to hold up the middle and made * 
even tougher for Miss Clarks cont 
trance. Latter has been 4 standb} 


(Continued on page 49) 
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coption actions, which are even a 
jittle better than usual- 
Timblin, 
eolored 
folks as 
apple firm had never been parodied 
beyothing much in the unit except 
slim. The dancing girls caper 
around during intermissions in va- 
rious unpretentious gowns. A trio 
of young men sing harmony in rou- 
tine fashion; not so good when they 
try to solo. Unit has a false en- 
trance. Couples caught in dance by 
old lady are shifted too suddenly to 
gouthern drop. However, not bad, 

a4 good entertainment for such a 
simple piece of staging, thematically 
and mechanically. 

Rubinoff doesn’t do so much per- 
sonal bobbing this week. A violin 
solo in individualism. Orchestration 
is a hodge-podge of pop Spanish 
numbers fairly well blended. 

Feature picture, “Queen High,” 

m the show, got more laughs 
from a Friday night opening crowd 
than any comedy has clocked here 
same eve in months. 

Paramourt newsreel. Waly. 


ORIENTAL 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

This show, “Raisin’ Kane,” pro- 
duced by Paul Oscard, runs into 
money for talent, with Helen Kane 
pabooping at $5,500 to balance what's 
conceded as just a fair picture, 
“Way of All Men” (FN). 

From several standpoints’ the 
baby-faced it girl is a natural for 
the Oriental. She symbolizes fad, 
pash zeal; delivery is hokey, but has 
that nicely rounded s. a. 

Oseard has produced a clean-cut 
show that’s speedy and _ straight 
comedy all the way, with Harry 
Rose doing his m. ec. Rose gets the 
introduction he deserved some weeks 
ago in a cleverly costumed drill by 
the Lambert girls, who have on 
their backs huge, winking masks 
and who sing a bit about the 
“Broadway Jester,” as they call 
Harry. 

Nice extemp gagging by Rose, 
whose forte seems to be a singing 
start, was followed by a good band 
specialty cleverly sold by the m. c., 
that business of reading a yarn from 
a pash magazine with proper mus- 
ical interruptions. This got over 
the first show as an encore number. 
Capps Brothers and Sister, mixed 
hoofing trio, went nicely on back- 
bends. 

A nice production number on the 
song, “I Remember,” had the ballet 
girls posed in a silvered cameo niche 
against a solid black drop with soft 
Oscardian lights. They trip down 
the stairs set for a silver-skirt bal- 
let routine. 

Show was 25 minutes when they 
got to Helen Kane in a dress of 
flaming red. Five numbers in suc- 
cession after a big reception and 
dragging Rose into it for some hoke 
comedy; mostly songs associated 
with her picture work. From the 
first quaver she had no trouble, was 
encored once and had to beg off. 

In 50 minutes not a dull moment. 
An exceptional orchestral overture 
with good lighting, Louis Adrian di- 
recting, organlog by Ed Miekel, 
somewhat long; news shots and that 
“At Home” short wit! McCon- 
nell. House had 100 s.ats in the 
balcony and a lobby full of waiters 
at the first show. Loop. 


BRANFORD 


Newark, N. J., Aug. 8. 

This is David Weshner’s “Surprise 
Week” at the Branford. Neither 
the picture, “What a Man,” nor the 
acts billed. 

The stage show consists of one 
of the Publix Revues with added 
acts, but either the Publix part has 
been mercilessly slashed or it was 
pretty weak to start with. The 
Stage is pleasing with elevated mid- 
Section for band and above a sort of 
Promenade, but the thing has no 
meaning. Some sort of party is 
Suggested by the initial lines— 
which is as far as it gets. The 
band Plays quite effectively with 
Eddie Garr, the most recent m. ¢., 
setting a chance to show his per- 
sonality as he leads. Both he and 
band have plenty of stuff. 

dozen girls start the show with 
&@ dance ending with radium flash 
before the curtain. They have pep. 
he Campus 4 sing a bit, giving 
way to a pair of one-legged acro- 
bats who do some hard feats and 
Win. The girls return with the 
double face stunt. For the false 
face they are dressed in red cloaks 
and the shifts in varying numbers 
from one face to the other clicked. 
Pal and Vera dance without dis- 
tinction but Pal goals ’em at the 
end with cartwheels. A mild black- 
out gives way to Nancy Decker 
Singing a blues and getting some- 
thing for it. The orch helps much 
¥y introducing a little of the “Rhap- 
S0dy in Blue.” 

Phyllis Wyckoff, kid acrobatic 
aon: is just that and no more, 
in i most kids, draws applause 
proportion to her size. 
H ie Garr sings a blue number. 
ond can't sing much but he has 
ve thing else and is plainly pop- 

ar with the dames, getting over. 
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He should be given more to do and 
P ARAMOUNT some regular dialog weekly if he CAPITOL A 
New York, Aug. 8. is going to be a second Melson Chicago, Aug. 8. ew C 
l-laugh program at the | here. Current F. & M. “City Service” 
this week, with the ex- Hilton and Allen, brace of blond Idea does not compare more than 
on of the Jesse Crawford or- | femmes, let loose some rough com- favorably with the elaborate War- s ; 
edy, with a pitifully weak finale | ner Jubilee Month trappings scat- | HARRIET HOCTOR (5) Curtiss-Wright 
bringing in the principals. This | tered hither and yon on the pro- | Ballerina Revue FLYING BAND (13) 
with his regular | series of acts gave the patrons their | quction end. As for the talent— | 20 Mins.; Full (Special) With Bill Truesdale 
preacher routine, got the | money’s worth even though lacking. | wel], the ushers all got their uni- | Palace (St. V.) Orchestra; Specialties 
if the Adam and Eve Best thing in the show is by |forms eleaned and have been very | Harriet Hoctor back again in a | 18 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Gabriel Hines, orch leader, and snappy lately new variety line-up, including four | 86th St. : 
Harold Rieder, console gracer. Principal work is by five boys|males in support, none doubling Band of above average entertain- 
Hines starts off an overture when with her on her truly artistic tersi- | ment value, presented in a novel 


Rieder bursts in with his organ 
and screen slides explain he doesn't 
think much of Hines, because no- 
body sings with his playing. An 
argument between the two con- 
tinues; each plays a number with- 
out any words on the screen and 
with no singing. Each is chagrined, 
but with words on, the songs are 
sung, each begging the audience to 
sing louder for him. Then they ex- 
change places for comedy effect. No 
one credited for the stuff. They 
end by playing together. 

Instead of the usual trailers, an- 
nouncements are made by moving 
ribbon print across the whole cur- 
tain. 

“What a Man,” feature, nicely re- 
ceived, Austin. 


STANLEY 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 7. 

This unit has the Stanley’s new 
m. c., Gene Morgan, from the west 
coast. It shouldn’t take Morgan 
long to catch on anywhere. He's 
one of the smoothest and most 
amusing fellows to stop over here in 
some time, and offers something 
new in an m. c., a performer who 
goes entirely for the strictly musi- 
cal comedy stuff. Morgan doesn’t 
even lead the band; he doesn’t sing 
and he doesn’t dance—at least, he 
didn’t in his opening show—but he 
had the house with him from the 
beginning. 

Morgan goes chiefly for gags, 
blackouts and ridiculous costuming. 
He makes little effort to disguise 
where most of his material comes 
from. Morgan may be what the 
Stanley needs. At least, he’s a new 
sort of m. ¢. personality for this 
village, and if the laughs out front 
today indicate anything, should 
stick just as long as his material 
holds out. 

“Forward March” otherwise is 
chiefly Nina Olivette, who has her 
old vaude turn dressed up like the 
real goods. She clicked with her 
hoke dancing and got the show off 
to a flying start that never once let 
down. Talent and Merit developed 
into a show-stopper, and Eddie 
Michaels got over nicely in some 
loose-jointed dancing. 

As an added attraction Rosen- 
baum’s, local department store, pre- 
sented a $250,000 preview in fall 
styles, with Morgan working himself 
in among the models for plenty of 
belly roars with his nonsensical 
chatter and straw hat, rat fur coat 
and ear muffs. New m. c. replaces 
Dick Powell, who has moved back 
to Enright, in East Liberty, where 
he was stationed for several months. 

Picture, “Bright Lights” (FN), and 
biz opening show capacity. 

Cohen. 


STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

Advertised outside of the theatre 
as a $50,000 stage show, “Busy Bee” 
may be $47,000 short of that figure, 
but after a few changes should 
shape up as one of the class units 
of Fanchon & Marco. 

Present trouble is with the spot- 
ting and not a matter of talent. 
Presentation is built around a pick- 
up femme band which rates high 
musically and in entertainment. 
Girl musicians who all sing and 
dance are unusual; here the girls 
double as the chorus in the first 
part. Fanchon organized the band 
here especially for the unit. 

Opening gets away from the usual 
chorus routine with Phil Arnold 
and Leona Galen working in one. 
Girl sings and Arnold taps. The 
latter, a good comic, is lost as he 
doesn’t have a chance to come on 
again until the finale, and then only 
to do a fall. Chorus follows in sun- 
flower costumes singing a medley 
of “Bee” numbers. 

Paul Howard, acrobatic dancer. 
next in same set. Started slow and 
stayed that way until his finish. A 
good performer, his work is handi- 
capped by a smart alec manner. 
Built up on his second dance, when 
he was all work, but could have 
landed better if he started out to 
sell his stuff at the beginning. 

Cooper and Orren next, also in 
one. Here is where the presenta- 
tion goes haywire. Hoke comics, 
doing a few imitations of musical 
instruments and ending with hoke 
acrobatics, they’re out of place in 
this spot. Boys worked hard but 
failed to land anywhere. 

The band next, which isn't billed 
and is a surprise on quality. Girls 
did three numbers, with Leona 
Galen leading. Finish has them all 
down front doing a dance while 
playing. Stopped the show and did 
two encores. 

Finale has George Stoll’s pit band 
on the stage, with both bands play- 
ing. House line of 16 girls tap 
their way to the final curtain. 

“Song o’ My Heart” (Fox) 1s the 
feature, here on its first pop run 
with Fashion Feature and Fox news 


clip to fill. Business fair at first 
show Thursday. 


and five girls who start as white 
wings in a good routine with street 
brushes and taps, before a prop 
city hall. Zeb Mesa sings, Frank 
Sterling flops with a combined har- 
monica and guitar solo, Quincy and 
Stanley, for comedy, the girl little 
and the man tall and in shorts, are 


barely average dancers. Myrtle 
Gorda, songstress, gets over like 
a soub. 


McGrath and Deeds, comedy team 
not a part of the unit but added 
here, were the big noise. McGrath, 
a little fellow, has created a satire 
on a husband-pecked wife that’s 
now a scream for family houses, 
and especially presentation. In the 
finale, which occurs in a fire sta- 
tion, Laddie Lamont does some 
dancing on a ladder, 

Program completed with “Sweet-~- 
hearts and Wives” (FN), and news 
shots. 

Business good at the supper show 
Friday, opening day. Loop. 


R-K-O, L. A. 


(Continued from page 48) 


around the intermediary vaude 
stands for years. 

Following any number of names 
ahead of hers on these intact bills, 
Miss Clark’s means nothing in this 
town. Her material, as always, is 
light. A few character songs and 
wise cracks, topped off with some 
adlibbing with her husband, Bobbie 
Kuhn, in the pit. 

“Lights and Flashes” is one of the 
weakest flashes that has come this 
way in some time. Nine people in 
the turn include a mediocre sister 
team, adagio couple, singing duo 
that don’t help any, and three men 
who either tumble or do butterflys. 
Best of the lot is Azilee, Oriental 
contortionist-dancer, who gets fea- 
ture billing. 

Loma Worth, one girl band, who 
has been getting some publicity by 
flying her own plane from town to 
town, was an uninteresting opener. 
Despite Miss Worth’s versatility 
with instruments she lacks show- 
manship and insists on dancing. 

Ed Pressler and Blanche Klaiss 
might have made a good No. 2, 
along the old Western Vaudeville 
trail, but not on a short bill where 
every act counts. Miss Klaiss 
dances around while warbling 
ballads and fox trots. Pressler is 
of the old hoke school with a parody 
on Herb Williams, Al Trahan, Eddie 
Conrad and others, only Pressler 
doesn’t talk. 

Taken for what it means, the mat 
biz Thursday was better than good 
with “Hell’s Island” (Col.) the 
screen draw. No argument about 
the picture wveing the thing this 
time. Span. 


Dance Schools Boom 


(Continued from page 1) 


caused a price war, knocking tu- 
ition and instruction scales down to 
minimum, 

Lowest scale struck thus far is 
$1. That’s the most reasonable 
price on record for a dancing les- 
son at a first grade school. 

These would-be legmaniacs do not 
include the hundreds of children 
now taking dance lessons. The 
steppers are plain office workers 
who spend their nights learning 
how to roll off the log. Most of 
them will never be dancers if they 
go to school for the rest of their 
lives. Some will learn to dance, 
but not enough to crash the pro- 
fessional stage. A few may get in 
a flasy act if lucky and some day 
get some place. 


Dancing Vacations 

With all but a few drop-outs, the 
dance lessons will go on for the 
rest of the summer. Many have de- 
cided to spend their vacations in 
dance schools instead of going away 
to the beach or the country. The 
vacation money can almost cover 
a whole summer course. 

Favorite type of hoofery with the 
dance-crazed clerks and stenogs is 
rhythm (tap) dancing. With it they 
slip in some acrobatics, as most 
stage dancing today is a mixture of 
real dancing and plain gymnastics. 

The desire of so many youths to 
follow the hoofing profession is at- 
tributed to the broad advance made 
by stage dancing and dancers in the 
last couple of years, with many in- 
conspicuous hoofers in insignificant 
flash acts dancing better and much 
more strenuously than many of the 
old-time stars. A mediocre dancer 
now performs feats with his feet 
that dancers of other days wouldn't 
think of risking their legs for the 


same effect. 


chorean specialties, but each con- 
tributing individually. 

George Hurst is the musical di- 
rector. Mischa Markoff, George 
Abagoff and Sascha Leonoff, an all- 
Russe trio, specialize in the vodka 
school of knife-and-hock dancing, 
“Black Eyes” vocalization and ac- 
cordion instrumentation, although 
the latter also gave forth as torrid a 
“St. Louis Blues” as any honky- 
tonky keyboard manipulator, 

It was the Handy indigo classic 
which dovetailed into Miss Hoctor’s 
concluding “Ballet Blues,” probably 
accorded aJjl the professional protec- 
tion necessary for the idea, not alone 
by recording in these columns but 
by her own unique and extraordi- 
nary treatment. 

Doing an artistic ballet to as “hot” 
a composition as this is a novelty in 
idea alone. Russell E. Markert is 
credited for staging, and presumably 
had something to do with that as 
well. 

Miss Hoctor does some of the stuff 
shown in her first week at the Roxy 
a couple of weeks ago, and probably 
recruited some of the other from her 
hold-over week’s program at the 
picture house. 

With quite a bit of production ex- 
perience under Ziegfeldian auspices 
in three successive musicals, plus 
her own talents, Miss Hoctor fully 
merits her billing as “America’s 
“premier ballerina.” 

If the trend of the times were at- 
tuned to her stuff, similar to the 
Pavlowa days of 15 years ago, Miss 
Hoctor unquestionably could also 
knock out those $20,000 weeks on 
the road as did Pavlowa. However, 
with the post-war tempo of things, 
Miss Hoctor can still sell a straight 
ballet solo specialty for as much 
value and to greater popular favor 
than her precedessors, and whe.. she 
tops it with the “blues” conception, 
it’s just an added convincer. Abel. 


ROY SEDLEY (5) 
“Sound and Unsound” 
Comedy, Dancing 

20 Mins.; One 

86th Street 

Comedy turn for next to closing 
or where acts ordinarily classed for 
that spot are now placed. There are 
five people in the act, including Roy 
Sedley, with routine far more di- 
verting than average and boiled 
down to the sure laughs. 

Sedley formerly did an act billed 
as Sedley and Mob, 15-people fiash, 
with a band. In the present turn 
Sedley has three men and a girl, 
with Billy Smith and Virginia Mar- 
tin receiving billing. Unbilled duo 
less important than other pair but 
important to routine through cross- 
ing stage for laughs and taking part 
in other bits. 

About 95% of the Sedley act is 
crossfire, minute gags, blackouts 
and clowning, balance going to a 
couple brief dance numbers, that 
including an acrobatic routine by 
Miss Martin that scores nicely, with 
a knee dance by Smith toward the 
finish that is also very clever. 

Sedley and Smith appear in va- 
rious comical costumes, latter most- 
ly in the low comic type of misfit 
duds and mostly working to fit that 
character. Not all of the Sedley 
material is original. 

Held next to closing at this house 
on a Thursday night, going over 
tremendously. Char. 


“MIRROR OF PERSONALITIES” 
Dances and Songs 

10 Min.; One and Full (Special) 
58th St. (V-P) 

Tepid dancing and singing flash. 
Hodge-podge of one or the other. 
Luckily, doesn’t consume much time. 
Nicely costumed and given good 


scenery, but the talent doesn’t live 
up to either. Willard Singley is 
featured. A male warbler of no 
singular distinction who usually 


goes into a love duet with Beulah 
Van Epps, cute looking girl. Peggy 
St. Clair, petite blonde, delivers 
two acrobatic routines. Both are 
short and neither outstanding. 
Four Rhythm Boys are the turn’s 
best bet. Do group hoofing, tap and 
eccentric, gracefully and with much 
arm movements, meant to empha- 
size their leg work. 

pipes. 


OSAKA BOYS (Bros.) (2) 
Japanese Acrobats 
7 Mins.; Two 
Palace (St. V.) 
Osaka Boys are thus programed, 
but otherwise announced as Bros., 
hence the supplementary paren- 
thetic billing above. 
Open with a risley formation, 
posed as the curtain rises. Sub- 
stance of act is the pedal manipu- 
lation of the barrel which they 
juggle about. 
Comedy is derived from several 
studious “misses” or failure to 
properly balance the prop. barrel, 
getting quite a few laffs on that. 
In toto, neat opener. 

Abel. 


background and embracing a rou- 
tine of built-up numbers nicely 
handled, with audience appeal in- 
creased through novelty and the 
fact the men are flying students for 
Curtiss-Wright. Not a Palace act, 
but o. k. anywhere else. 

The Curtiss-Wright people pro- 
duced the act and have assisted in 
exploiting it for R-K-O and their 
own benefit. It’s one of those turns 
that could very well come in the 
class of “advertising acts.” 

R-K-O booked the act for 10 
weeks with an option for 48, and is 
now reported not exercising the op- 
tion. If this is so, it seems a mis- 
take. While the band is no world- 
beater as a band, being about aver- 
age on music, the act has produc- 
tion value and tops the average by 
far as entertainment. In addition 
to the 11 men in the orchestra, in- 
cluding conductor (Bill Truesdale), 
all in aviator uniforms, two spe- 
cialty artists as mechanics are car- 
ried. One figures in eccentric and 
acrobatic dancing that clicks nice- 
ly, while the other does a pop song. 
Latter scored big. 

A poorly made trailer precedes 
opening of ‘act. The recording 
either went haywire at this house 
Saturday afternoon or is so awful 
it should be mended. The talking 
Casey Jones of the Curtiss-Wright 
organization greeting boys on flying 


field and latter’s take-off little 
above a whisper. Photography also 
poor, 


Band is in a fullstage set of flying 
field atmosphere, with a practical 
backpiece carrying the words ’’Cur- 
tiss-Wright Flying School.” 

“Anchors Aweigh,” announced as 
dedicated to Rear Admiral Byrd, 
opens. Other numbers include 
“Stein Song” -as done in various 
countries (no attempt at laughs); 
special arrangement of “Tiger Rag”’ 
and a novelty number announced &s 
a cross-country flight. <A _ special 
drop representing a map of the 
U. S. is lowered in “one.” Stage 
goes dark and a small spot starts at 
New York, moving around the coun- 
try and finally to the coast, with the 
band playing numbers typical of 
various cities and states crossed. 

If Truesdale could do comedy 
with that singing mechanic with the 
comedy pan, some should be writ- 
ten to punch up the turn for pos- 
sible show-stopping strength. 

Over big here as it is, and of five 
acts on bill landed best hand. Next 
to closing. Char. 


RADCLIFFE and TODD 
Songs, Dances, Piano 

21 Mins.; Two (Special) 
58th St. 

Colored duo. Frank Radcliffe for- 
merly of Harris and Radcliffe. In 
present act he has retained the piano 
atmosphere and the inverted lan- 
guage idea, besides formulating the 
turn so he gets all the gravy when 
it is gravy, by taking most the time 
and spots. Todd means little; he 
looks and acts new. 

Turn goes over entertainment 
time. Twelve minutes would have 
been plenty. They try all old gags 
possible and some typical comedy 
of the dumb Negro variety, while 
Radcliffe sings altogether too much 
and his orchestra leading could be 
left out. 

Radcliffe’s voice is mostly falsetto 
tenor but over if he would sing it 
straight. He tries to run the gamut 
of technique and spoils it. Not par- 
ticularly at this house because most 
of audience was kids and uninter- 
ested housewives. 

No. 3 on six-act layout to go off 
okay. 


“ORIENTAL SKETCHES” (5) 
Flash 

12 Mins.; Full Stage (Special) 
State 

The two principal numbers, sep- 
arated by announcements and a tap 
dance by the blond m. c., have been 
seen here before. Where, or under 
what name, not recalled, but neither 
is new. Adagio closing is best of 
the two and sells the act for what 
it is, an intermediate flash. 

First full stage item, after a song 
intro by the girl, is a pantomime in 
silhouette, not too clear nor s0 
strong. In the adagio the three men 
are first posed as a threeheaded 
idol. The girl they toss and catch 
in some difficult tricks is a tiny 
brunet. Boys: have less clothes @n 
than a Carroll beaut but they’ve 
pretty muscles and aren't timid 
about showing ’em. Bige. 


WEST and RAMON 
Piano, Songs 
16 Mins.; One 
Englewood, Chicago 

This two-man piano act can make 
the grade at the better family 
houses. At this neighboriood did 
big. 
Regulation routine, but oke. Eue 
gene West is at the piano, with the 
turn. using most of West’s own 
tunes, although he is _ insisting 
rather too much on the authorship. 
Jose Ramon contributes the straight 
vocalizing, with satisfactory pair of 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. ' 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 


LONDON 


Johnstone, of Layton and John- 
stone, having been divorced by post, 
is to be remarried to a London col- 
ored girl next month. 


Maurice Browne announces ex- 
periment at the Little theatre on the 
lines of the New York Theatre Guild. 


Bernard Shaw has sold the talk- 
ing picture rights to “How He Lied 
to Her Husband” to British Inter- 
national, Shaw said he “needed the 
money.” 


Mary Newcomb has bought the 
English rights of the French play, 
“Jean de la Lune,” for production 
here. Goes on at the Little later. 


“On the Q. T.” is to be the Amer- 
ican title of ‘Almost a Honeymoon,” 
now running here. Stanley Logan 
will produce it for the Shuberts. 


Davis theatre, Croydon, has cashed 
in on television boom by placing 
small screen in vestibule. First 
house to do it. 


W. P. Films, small indie unit, 
will produce talker version of “Chi- 
nese Bungalow,” with Matheson 
Lang, at Elstree. 


NEW YORK 


Joseph M. Gaites will produce 
“Everybody Welcome,” by Frances 
Goodrich and Albert Hackett. 


Douglas Wood, recently returned 
from Europe, engaged by Gilbert 
Miller for “One, Two, Three.” 


Mike Donlin has been added to 
the cast of “The Man Saul,” which 
Richard W. Krakeur and Arthur 
Lubin will soon present on Broad- 
way. 


Mrs. Lillian Broderick Schenck, 
wife of the late Joe Schenck (Van 
and Schenck), started suit against 
her deceased husband’s partner, Gus 
Van, for $52,000. Mrs. Schenck, her- 
self a former actress, alleges 
Schenck made loans amounting to 
$27,000 to Van during their 20 yedrs 
of close friendship. Also that Van 
collected $25,000 insurance on 
Schenck’s life. Schenck died two 
months ago while playing in Detroit. 


Mrs. Maude Drew, 35, former 
show girl, committed suicide by 
jumping into the Harlem River. 
Jaspar Wolf, whose cab the woman 
hailed to drive her to the dock, wit- 
nessed the act. 


Mrs. Veronica Coleman Sweeney, 
wife of Jerome Sweeney, former 
picture executive, is searching the 
Adirondacks for her husband and 
their two children. She notified the 
police that her husband took the 
children from her without her con- 
sent. 

Edgar Allen, theatrical represen- 
tative, is also interested in the wel- 
fare of the children, as he is the ex- 
husband of Mrs. Katharine Murray 
Allen, a sister to Sweeney, 


Marie Price, former actress, states 
she received mysterious death 
threats if she did not drop her 
$150,000 breach of promise suit 
against Mario Montelegro, nephew 
of the Prime Minister of Costa Rica. 


A dispatch from London states 
that George Sernard Shaw who, for 
15 years refused offers of American 
producers for film rights to his 
plays, has finally gone talker. He 
has signed with British Interna- 
tional Pictures. 

Shaw declared that the old the- 
atre is done for and talking pic- 
tures are now the thing, adding also 
that he signed the contract to make 
money. 


Flossy Cyron, showgirl, an- 
nounced her engagement to Edward 
Riechler, socially prominent in 
Detroit. 


Morris Kinzler, formerly p.a. for 
Ziegfeld, has joined the Fox pub- 
licity staff. 


Supreme Court Justice Humphrey 
of Brooklyn refused to dismiss the 
brought by Mrs. Helene 
Schaper against her sister, Frieda 
Hempel, the concert singer, for the 
recovery of $10,000 worth of jewelry, 
on the ground that the plaintiff had 
not yet filed a complaint, although 
the summons was_ served last 
spring. 


Vilma Banky and her husband, 
Rod La Roque, come to New York 
early in September to begin rehear- 
sals on a stage play writien for 
them by Anita Loos and John Em- 
erson, to be produced by Arch 
Selwyn in association with George 
Tyler and Charles Dillingham, 


Jane Adams, showgirl, otherwise 
Genevieve Glineman Markham 


Swinton, was cut off with $1 in the 
$100,000 will of her husband, Lou- 
don Swinton, who died July 1. He 
alleged she was ungrateful. 

Just previous to his death his at- 
torneys effected a settlement of a 
claim for alienation of his wife's 
affections by George Pearson 
“Dusty” Rhodes, Harvard football 
star, who is said to have paid Swin- 
ton $50,000. Swinton divided his 
estate among his two boys and his 
mother, 


May Collins of “Ladies All’ was 
married to Edmund E. Thomas, real 
estate broker. 


Boulevard, Jackson 
Heights, will be the first of the new 
Brandt subway circuit of legit thea- 
tres, starting Aug. 25 with John 
Golden’s Gratitude,” featur- 
ing Frank Craven. 


Harry Murray, farmhand, was 
rewarded with $1,000 by Charles 
Dillingham and Bayard Veiller for 
returning the latter’s play, “That's 
the Woman.” Manuscript was com- 
pleted. by Veiller at his farm near 
Darien, Conn., and lost en route 
to the Dillingham office. 


Capt. Jack Evans who buries him- 
self alive for a living was nailed into 
a coffin without food or drink and 
buried Sunday night (10) in the 
northeast corner of Luna Park 
Coney Island, not to be dug up un- 
til next Sunday. Coffin was lowered 
six feet below the surface of the 
ground, to which two chutes ad- 
mitted air and the gazes of the curi- 
ous. Evans took with him into his 
grave four packages of cigarettes, 
an electric lamp and four maga- 
zines, 


Clifford Burwell, Rudy Vallee’s 
pianist and collaborator, attempted 
Suicide by gas in his apartment at 
44-15 43d avenue, Sunnyside, 
Queens. Pianist, unconscious when 
found, was permitted to remain at 
home. No explanation given. 

A few dailies tried to gag it by 
stating the strain of playing the 
slow tempo music of Rudy Vallee 
and his band proved too much for 
Burwell. - 


Patsy Schenck, 17-year-old daugh- 
ter of the late Joe Schenck has been 
engaged for the chorus of Joe 
Cook’s “Fine and Dandy.” She pre- 
viously appeared in vaude. 


LOS ANGELES 


Mrs. Margaret Comer, actress, 
stated in court that she was falsely 
accused of infidelity by Blaine 
Comer. She was granted a divorce 
and given custody of a two-year-old 
son, 


Retrial of Alexander Light, 
Shakespearean actor, was ordered 
when the jury disagreed. Light is 
accused of accepting money from 
pupils for instruction without giv- 
ing material returns. 


Lucille McNames Murray filed 
suit for divorce against James Mur- 
ray, pictures. Mrs. :durray charges 
cruelty and asks $185 a month ali- 
mony. 


Evelyn Egan, film actress, recent- 
ly arrested for riding about as Lady 
Godiva, was freed of the drunken 
driving charge. Her driving license, 
however, was suspended for a year. 


Louis H. Shirpser, actor, was 
jailed on charge of Loretta Francis 
that he had threatened to kill her 
after termination of their friend- 
ship. 


James Kirkwood won a divorce 
from Lila Lee on grounds of deser- 


tion. Property settlement was 
made out of court, and their son 
is to remain in custody of the 
father. 


David Hall, art director for Fox, 
and Florence McCarey, Chicago, 
non-pro, filed notice of intention to 
wed. 


Mrs. Beverly Martin was granted 
a divorce from Francis James Mar- 
tin, director, on charge of cruelty. 
She claimed her husband nagged 
her for not smoking and drinking. 


I. F. Dersch, former president of 
the United Theatres, which operated 
the Symphony and Palace theatres 
in Cicero, and who forfeited a $5,000 
bond in Jan. on a charge o* swin- 
dling investors, was arrested last 
week. He is in jail on six warrants 
against him for violations of the 
Illinois securities act. Bond set this 
time at $12,500. 


The $1,000,000 infringement of 
copyright suit filed against Marion 


Davies, M-G-M and others charg- 


ing “Florodora Girl” was pirated 
from the musical composition “Flo- 
rodora,” was dropped by Walter 
Westmoreland and William Curtis, 
executors of the estate of Leslie 
Stuart, composer of “Florodora.” 


John Ringling, circus head, was 
named last week in a suit in Cir- 
cuit Court, asking an accounting of 
Ringling’s interests in Montana. 
Petitioner, R. M. Calkins, Jr., claims 
that cattle lands which he managed, 
were illegally sold to a nephew, 
Richard T. Ringling. 


Albert “Cozy” Dolan, operator of 
the recently raided Cozy Club, was 
held last week on a dry charge and 
is under bond of $2,500. 


Charging cruelty, Mrs. Laura C. 
Perry last week filed suit for di- 
vorce against Ward R. Perry, man- 
ager of the local Remick music 
branch. Married Jan. 29, 1927. No 
children, 


Decision of the Appellate court on 
the appeal of Alexander Pantages 
from conviction on Superior court, 
on a charge of attacking Eunice 
Pringle, is expected within tne next 
three months. The court formally 
took the case under submission last 
week, 


Madge L. Mitchell, former picture 
actress, claiming she was lured to 
Honolulu by William Fleischman, 
on a promise of marriage and was 
then deserted, filed a $100,000 breach 
of promise suit against him, ~ 


Lola Spellman, dancer, was 
pinched on an alcoholic driving 
charge after she crashed her car 
into three other machines. Re- 
leased on $500 bail, 


Evelyn A. Orkow, former actress, 
filed suit for divorce against B. 
Harrison Orkow, writer, claiming 
he was obsessed with the idea he 
was a genius and made life unbear- 
able. 


Harold Ryerson, former sales 
manager of Multi-Color Films, filed 
suit against that company and Wil- 
liam Worthington, its president, for 
$125,000 damages. 

Ryerson claims they hampered 
him and mismanaged business so as 
to affect sales and cause his dis- 
missal, 


JUDGMENTS 


Judgments 
Gramercy Theatre, Inc. and Jo- 
seph Oppenheimer; Burns Bros.; 
$70. 
Rene Belasco Gest; Chelsea Bank 
& Trust Co., $10,368. 


Satisfied Judgments 


Columbia Amusement Co.; Hyde 
and Behman Amusement Co.; $37,- 
726.50; August 7, 1929. 


Bankruptcy 


Mellow Music Shops, 
West 125th St.; liabilities, 
assets, $3,479. 


Inc. 205 
$4,455; 


Stocks Opening 


Dramatic stock opened last week 
at the Lyceum, East Orange, N. J., 
with company in on guaranteed 
subscriptions for a season of 10 
weeks. Malcoim Beggs, operating. 
. Company includes Maragaret 
Campbell, Edith King, Malcolm 
Beggs, Lee Beggs, Emily Lorraine 
and others. 


Fixing “Pans” Gratis 


(Continued from page 1) 


tertainment, to obtain their patron- 
age. The R-K-O Orpheum has been 
giving away refreshments and also 
a round-trip weekly to Chicago. 
The Minnesota is giving away 12 
round trips to Alaska. 

Tie-ups permit the gifts without 
cost to the theatres. 


Radio’s Permanent Season 


(Continued from page 1) 


tember, figuring the summer as a 
dead loss for ether audiences. 
This summer barely any commer- 
cials ceased their ether programs. 
The majority continued on the same 
scale, with the same time and pro- 
grams as during the cold weather. 


Waves and Sets 


Explanation given is the com- 
mercials realize they reach about 
the same audience during the hot 
weather months as in other periods, 
This has been made possible by 
the stronger broadcasting stations 
and the more perfect reception. In 


previous seasons the summer static 


‘blah as usual 


BEDINI BACK TO WHEEL 


Jean Bedini is not going in as di- 
rector of stock shows for the Times 
Square, Detroit. 

Instead he will return to Mutual 
wheel next season to head one of 
the shows. 


PERFORMERS WALKING 
ON MUTUAL’S DEMANDS 


Mutual’s stand pat decision on 
making its principals defray own 
traveling expenses to opening and 
closing points of the _ circuit in 
forthcoming season has precipitated 
wholesale handing in of notices 
from those already signed. It has 
thrown the circuit operations and 
rehearsals of shows into a chaotic 
state. 

With opening but three weeks 
away, many of the casts will have 
to be revised through the walkout. 


AMERICAN 


(STOCK) 


Going wide open on double en- 
tendre and the limit on stripping 
its principal femmes has blown up 
a harvest wind of business, even in 
summer, for the American stock 
burlesque. It looked like a _ flop 
during first couple months of oper- 
ation. A_ sellout Monday night, 
mostly stags, but a few mixed slum- 
ming parties. Judging from the re- 
sponse to blue gags, bawdy skits 
and non-concealment above the 
waist for the femmes, they wanted 
the raw stuff. 

Few attempts to hold in on dialog 
and scenes, that is, to checkmate 
them within legal decorum, went 
with the Monday 
night mob. The ever-ready yell 
was there for the dames and strip- 
pers. 

Show is entertaining from a bur- 
lesque standpoint and refrains from 
making it 100% flesh display by 
keeping the choristers in regulation 
attire sans semi-strips. Probably 
the province of the principal dames, 
and most of them oblige. 

Ann Corio, best stripper of the 
wheel show soubs, is in as guest 
soub this week, after recuperating 
from recent operation. She rings 
the bell as formerly with her semi- 
strip teasers handled with finesse 
that outclasses her competitors in 
this group. Miss Corio spots two 
of the take-off numbers, one in each 
section, and with the latter a siz- 
zler over the former and cops the 
show as far as the gal division is 
concerned. 

Mae Brown, shapely blonde and 
regular stock soub, also uncorks a 
couple of drop-downs accompanied 
by vocals and is better to look at than 
listen at. Marie Oliver, other soub, 
manipulates her teaser stuff in both 
sections, without going the limit 
pace on peeling off set by Miss 
Corio and followed by Miss Brown. 
Jean Fox, prima, vocalized under 
difficulties at show caught and suf- 
fered in comparison. Sally Van is 
a likeable ingenue, not going much 
for revealment stuff but getting 
over without. 

Trio of comics, straight and ju- 
venile comprise the male division. 
Sid Rogers, dutch; George Leon, ac- 
centric, and Johnny Crosby, wop. 
The trio alternate in scenes and 
blackouts, with Lew Harris doing 
a hop around as straight for the 
trio and plenty on in this week’s 
show. Johnny Becker alternates as 
dancing juvenile and in bits. 

Most of the comedy is culled from 
usual burlesque  familiars. Re- 
leased gags, with the trio of comics 
doing the best they can, getting 
some laughs when working legiti- 
mately and pulling the rough stuff 
for surefire when letting down. The 
line gals work hard and in unity, 
maintaining a snappy pace whicn 
occasionally gets lost in the shuffle, 
through many of the skits going 
hlah. When this happens out comes 
another stripper and all is well. 

Inside has it that Mutual is try- 
ing out skits for next season’s shows 
in this stock and others. If so and 
the current skits are a sample, bur- 
lesque isn’t going to be any differ- 
ent in the new season than it has 


been. Edba. 
72 Chi. Chorines 
Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Fred Clark, local Mutual, has 


started chorus rehearsals for ‘the 
three burlesque houses, Haymarket, 
Empress and the Rialto. 

Total number of girls is 72. 


125th St. Stock Again 
The 125th Street, New York, 
which scrapped burlesque for pic- 
tures as summer policy, will revert 
to stock burlesque Aug. 25. 


would drown out the programs an€ 
drive the fans away from the get, 

The commerciats also corysides 
that the people whe go away for 
the summer find a radio wherever 
they locate. In some resorts it’s 
the onty entertainment, 


39 SHOWS AND 37 FULL 
WKS. ON MUTUAL WHEEL 


Only two open weeks appear on 
the Mutual burlesque wheel route 
this season. One is between Pitts. 


burgh and Columbus and the othep 
between Kansas City and Milwau- 
kee. 

There will be 39 shows with 37 


full weeks now assured on the 
lineup. 
Show openings assigned: 


AUGUST 16 
‘*Peek-a-Boo,'’ Haymarket, Chicago. 
“Step Lively,’ Empress, Cincinnati. 
‘‘Wine, Woman, Song,’’ Lyceum, Colume 


bus. 
*‘Speed Girls,'’ Howard, Boston. 
AUGUST 23 
*“‘Frivolities,’’ Gayety, Boston. 
*‘Whoopee Girls,’’ Empire, Toledo. 
*‘Peek-a-Boo,’’ Gayety, Detroit. 
*‘Powder Puff.’’ Haymarket, Chicago, 
“Let's Go,’’ Empress, Chicago. 
““Take a Chance,’’ Empress, Kansas City, 
“Step Lively,’’ Mutual, Indianapolis. 
*Laffin’ Thru,’’ Empress, Cincinnati. 
‘‘Wine, Woman, Song,’’ Lyric, Dayton, 0, 
‘*‘Jazz Babies,’’ Lyceum, Columbus. 
“‘Broadway Scandals,’’ Gayety, Washinge 
on. 
“Bare Facts,’’ Gayety, Baltimore. 
*Kuddlin’ Kuties,’’ Trocadero, Phila, 
“Flapper Follies,’’ Paterson, N. J. 
“Speed Girls,’’ Worcester. 
*“Dimpled Darlings,’’ Howard, Boston. 
“Oriental Girls’’ Irving Place, N. Y. 
“20th Century Girls,’’ Lyric, Bridgeport, 
“Girls in Blue,’’ Grand, Hartford. 
AUGUST 30 
“Girls From Follies,’’ Hartford. 
“Get Hot,’’ Gayety, Boston. 
“Record Breakers,’’ Haymarket, Chi. 
£0. 
*‘Foolin’ Around,’’ Empress, Chicago. 
‘‘Radium Queens,’’ Milwaukee. 
“Nite Life,’’ Kansas City. 
*‘Pleasure Seekers,’’ Columbus. 
Harry Steppe, Paterson, N. J. 
*‘Novelties,’’ Newark. 
“Silk Stocking,’’ Gayety, Brooklyn. 
**Speed and Sparkle,’’ Irving Place, N. Y, 
“Hi Ho, Everbody,’’ Star, Brooklyn, 
“Sugar Babies,’’ American, N. 
“Fine Feathers,’’ Jamaica, L. I. 
AUGUST 381 
Dixon's Revue, Montreal 
‘“‘Legs and Laughter,’’ Buffalo. 
SEPTEMBER 1 
“Flying Dutchman,’’ Schenectady, N. Y, 
Arlington Revue, Baltimore. 
‘Step On It,’’ Philadelphia. 
SEPTEMBER 6 
Tempters,’’ 


Conditions by Stagehands 
For Mutual Show Travel 


With but 39 stagehands for the 
Mutual Wheel, hundreds of appli- 
cations were filed with the I. A. for 


Columbus. 


placements. 
A new order of assignment was 
decided for the general office, 


with the business rep at opening 
point taking care of the placement 
wherever possible, 

An agreement has been reached 
between the Mutual and I. A. as 
follows: 

“Trunks not to exceed 28, four 
of which will be wardrobe trunks, 

“Classification of man with bur- 
lesque shows shall be that of car- 
penter. 

“Number of pieces not to exceed 
six. Such pieces two travelers, 
three tie-on drops, and a small 
cyc suitable for a burlesque set. 

Companies shall carry neither 
props nor electric equipment. 

“Road scale in effect. 

“Member engaged is to act as @ 
carpenter, that is, check and de- 
liver trunks.” 


Burlesque Engagements 


Permetti and Molette have can- 
celled with Harry Bentley’s Mutual 
unit. Hoover and Camp replace. 

Several changes in cast line-up 
for Jack La Mont’s Mutual unit 
were made last week after show 
went into rehearsal. John Ellis and 
Carroll Joyce were among those 
withdrawing. New line-up includes 
La Mont, Lela Leata, George Wag- 


ner, Billy Howlett, Jack Baker, 
Gladys Leland and Madeline La 
Verne, 


Shorty McAllister, Johnny Web- 
ber, George Walsh and Vi Buckley 
closed with the stock at the Irving 
Place, New York, last week. Charles 
MeNally, George Carroll, Jean Lee 
and Jess Mack went in. 

Mutual’s “Jazztime Revue” in- 
cludes Bert Betrand, Harry La 
Vine, Gertrude Ralston, Charlie 
Watkins, Helen Page, Dorothy 
Ahearn, Bobby Leonard, Jack 
Meyer, Edith and Jose. 

Harry Stratton and Billie Holmes 
(American Music Hall, N. Y., stock) 
with new Mutual show. 

Buddie Nichols succeeds Nelia 
Lindsey with “Whoopee Girls” (Mu- 
tual), 


Casino Goes Stock 
Boston, Aug. 12. 

Stock burlesque opens at the 
Casino here Aug. 25 with Charles 
Waldron operating both house and 
co. 
Waldron is in New York engaé- 
ing cast. 
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VARIETY 


51 


Numerals in con 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (AUGUST 16) 
THIS WEEK (AUGUST 9) 


nection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 


R-K-0 


NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 
1st half (16-19) 


L Benstead & Co 
Sarnoff & O’ Rourke 
2nd half (13-15) 
Bee & Ray Gorman 

Miss Irmanette 

Francis Renault 
Pete & F Trado 
McKay & Ardine 


GERTRUDE FISHER 


PLAYING IN 


Boris Petroff’s Publix Unit 
Metropolitan Theatre, Boston 
THIS WEEK 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 


Eddie Parks & Co 
Buster West & Co 
end half (13-15) 
Myers Lubow & R 
Raymond Baird 
Loring Smith & Co 
Roy Sedley & Co 


Coliseum 
Ist half (16-19) 
Nash & Fately 
Wilfred Du Bois 
Jennie Goldstein 
Frank Gaby 
Louisville Loons 
half (20-22) 
A & Falls 
Evelyn Hoey 
Curly Burns 
Joe Fejer & Co 
Harry Fox & Co 
half (13-15) 
Robbins 3 
Ada Brown 
Marsh Montgomery 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Curtis Wright Bd 


Sist 
ist half (16-19) 
Robbins 3 
Evelyn Hoey 


Art Frank & Co 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (20-22) 
4 Urbanis 


Jack Mayor 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Lovely Ladies 
2nd half (13-15) 
Wilfred Du Bois 
Wilton Sis 
Allen & Canfield 
N Gallo-P Tisen Co 
86th St. 
Ist half (16-19) 
Yates & Lawley 
Dooley & F Ames 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
Nash & Fately 
Louisville Loons 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 
Bert Negel 
Margie Coates 
Curley Burns 
Frank Gaby 
Groody & Fleeson 
58th St. 
Ist half (16-19) 
Vale & Stewart 
Donovan & Lee 
A Chancler & Co 
Bee & Ray Goman 
2nd half (20-22) 
Shaw Sis. & Holmes 
Kraft & Lamont 
Smith & Barker 
Yates & Lawley 
2nd half (13-15) 
Mary Blank Co 
Freeman, Rus & M 
Ken Christy Co 
Carlena Diamond 
Fred Ardath Co 
High Steppers 
Fordham 
Ist half (16-19) 
Harum & Scarum 
Gifford & Gresham 
Bert Hanlon 
Edwards & Armida 
2nd half (20-22) 
Great Rolle 
ooley & F Ames 
Wilton Sis 
Calif Collegians 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 
Rector & Doreen 


Jefferson 
1st half (16-19) 
Archie & G Falls 
Teller Sis 
Nellie Cashman 
Cab Caloway & Bd 
Allen & Canfield 
Serova Rev 
2nd half (20-22) 
Past & Present 
4 Aristocrats 
Henry J Kelly 
Stepin Fetchit 
O’Hanlon & Zam 
2nd half (13-15) 
Kluting’s Enter 
Vale & Stewart 
On the Rio Grande 
M & Ann Clarke 
Fisher & Hurst 
Joe Laurie Jr 
J Raes Nighthawks 


Palace (16) 
Curtis Wright Bd 
Gold & Raye 
Groody & Fleeson 
(Others fill) 


( 
Osaki Boys 
Porcelain Romance 
Yates & Danney 
Burns & Allen 
Robinson & A Hall 
Harriet Hoctor 
Georgie Jessel 
D Louisville Loons 
Cecilia Blair 


Royal 
1st half (16-19) 
Rio Bros & LaSalle 
Bachelor Romance 
Leo Beers 
2nd half (20-22) 
4 Australians 
M Ann Clay & Co 
Down Home 
Tilyou & Rogers 
Geo Kibbler 
2nd half (13-15) 
B & B Miller 
Frank Radcliff 
Ted Marcel Co 
Esmond & Grant 
Al Tucker & Gang 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (16) 
Carrie & Eddy 
Danny Small 
Jay C Flippen 
Gang 


Max & Gang 
Ruth Ford 
Roye & Maye Rev 
Medley & Dupree 
Art Frank 
Dyker 
2nd half (13-15) 
Hunter & Monty 
Ketch & Wilma 
Gypsy Byrne 
4 Singaporeans 
Flushing 
ist half (16-19) 
Allen & N Breen 
W Halligan & Co 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
F Kadinova & Co 
Rise of Goldbergs 
Allen & Canfield 


(Two to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 
Geraldine & Victor’ 


Nash & Fatley 

Bert Hanlon 

Edwards & Armid 
Kenmore 

Ist half (16-19) 

Flo Kademova Co 


Gold & Raye 


From the Realm of Rhythm 
Dispensing 


MIRTH & MELODY 


JACK POWELL 


Pavilion Theatre, London 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 


J Berkes & Co 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Runaway 4 
Franklin 

Ist half (16-19) 
Jarvis & Jay 
rowning Moore Co 
Daly & Nace 


“wa Home 
nd half 
Teller Sis 
omas La 
Hugh Skelly 
Skelly Rey 
halt (18-15) 
C Blossoms 
Dick Ryan & Co 
Phil & B Ross 
Sam Liebert & Co 
Joyner & Foster 
Land of Clowns 
Hamilton 
Ist half (16-19) 
Tour 3 
Aristocrats 
Smithy Barker 
Dale & Step Sis 
Henry J Kelly 
«nd half (20-22) 
Rector & Doren 
etch & Wilma 
Seymour & Howard 


Curly Burns & Co 
Margie Coates 
Runaway 4 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (20-22) 
Dale & Steff Sis 
Bert Hanlon 
Curtis Wright Bd 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (13-16) 
Ford & Price 
Nancy Decker 
Eddie Parks 
Buster West 

Yale Univ Bd 


Madison 
Ist half (16-19) 
Ford & Price 
Zelaya 
Eddie Parks & Co 
Buster West & Co 
2nd half (20-22) 
Joe Darcey 
Frances Williams 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 
Lockett & Pace 
Bob Nelson 
Rise of Goldbergs 
Block x Sully 


J Seiler & Peaches 


Johnny Hyman 


Joe Howard & Co 
Sarah 
) 


Sandy Lang 
Honey 

Randall & Watson 
Bob Robison & Co 


ATLANTA 
Keith’s (18) 
Russian Art Circus 
4 Carlton Bros 

Earl Faber 
Teck Murdock 


(il 
6 Gallenos 
Cook Sis 
Sol Gould 
J Burchill Girls 


BIRMINGHAM 
Keith’s (16) 
6 Galenos 
Cook Sis 
Sol Gould 
J ane & Co 


(9) 
Cirillo Bros 
Paris Fashions 
Bob Hope 
Webb's Enter 


BOSTON 
Keith’s (16) 
Hunter & Monty | 
Fauntleroy & Van 

Chase & Latour 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Arthur Petley Co 


Mary Zoller & Co 
Olyn Landick 
Gloria Noy & Co. 
Vox & Walters 
4 Phillips 

BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (16) 
Murand & Girton 
Yvette Rugel 
Adrian Bendover 
Ingenues 
(One to fill) 

(9) 


H Justa & Charlie 
Fred Craig Jr 
Conlin & Glass 
Georgie Price 
M Colleano & Co 


CHARLOTTE 
Orpheum (16) 
Cirillo Bros 
Paris Fashions 
Bob Hope 
Webb’s Enter 
(9) 


Lime 3 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Tracy & Hay 
Harry Fox & Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (16) 
Bernard & Henry 
Will & G Ahearn 
Clyde Cook 
Ledova & Co 
(One to 


(9) 
Pasquali Bros 
Lee Morse 
Val & E Stanton 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 

State Lake (16) 
Sandy Lang & Co 
Honey Boys 
Randall & Watson 
Bob Robison 
Stevens, Stev’s 


Lovejoy Dancers 
Lytell & Fant 
Kitty Doner 
Kane & Ellis 
Chas Bennington 
CINCINNATI 
Keith’s (16) 
Falls, R & Boyce 
Kary! Norman 
V & E Stanton 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 
(9) 


Tiny Town Rev 
E Bergen & Co 
W & G Ahéarn 
Johnny Burke 
P Rooney & P Jr 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (16) 
Royal Samoans 
Tom & R Romaine 
Ed Conrad & Eddy 
P Rooney & P Jr 
Pasquali Bros 
(9) 


Mascagno 4 

Mills & Shea 

D Azpiazu & H Bd 

Benny Rubin 

Long Tack Sam 
105th St. (16) 

Kitaro Japs 

Eva Clark 

J & K Spangler 

Jack Osterman 

(9 


) 
4 Peaches & Jay 
Johnny Hyman 
J Howard & Co 
McLallen & Sarah 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (16) 
Cardini 
Clayton Wentworth 
Saunders 
Twins 
(9 


Audrey Wyckoff 
O'Neil & Manners 
Derickson & Brown 
Manny King & Co 
FORT WORTH 
Keith’s (16) 
C Blossom & June 
Danny Duncan 
Joe Termini 
Zastro & White 
(9) 


Cardini 
Clayton Wentworth 
Scott Saunders 
Lee Twins 
HAMILTON, CAN. 
Keith’s (16) 
Gordon & Day 
The Warners 
Ilse Marvenga 
Besser & Balfour 
B & Co 


( 
Odds & Ends 
(Others to fill) 
HOUSTON 
Keith’s (16) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Tyler Mason 
Jarvis & Harrison 
The Meyakos 
(9) 
The Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
H Santrey & Co 
(Two to fill) 


‘| Rudell & Dunigan 


KANSAS CITY 

Mainstreet (16) 
Geo Andree & Co 
Baby Rose Marie 
Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nights 

LONG BEA 

State (16) 

Loma Worth 
Pressler’ & Klaiss 
Lights & Shadows 
Sylvia Clark 


(9) 
L Osborne & Chico 
Roy Rogers 
Viola Dana & Co 
Geraldine & Joe 
LOS ANGELES 
Hilstreet (16) 
Bob Ripa 
Kerr & Ensign 
Bob Murphy 
Daly & Discov 


Loma Worth 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Lights & Shadows 
Sylvia Clark 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (16) 
Dezso Retter 
Carlton & Ballou 
Bernivici & Girls 
(Two to an 


) 

Larimer & Hudson 
Jean Carr & Co 
Chain & Conroy 
Blos Seeley & Co 

MONTREAL 

Imperial (16) 
Paul Kirkland 
Claudia Coleman 
York & King 
(Two to ag 


M Wirth & Fam 


Jane Dillon 
Willie Solar 
NEWARK 
Palace (16) 
Max & Gang 
Vox & Walters 
Reilly Family 
B Kelly 2 Co 


(9) 

R De Witt & Co 
Walter Dare Whal 
Smith & Barker 
D Small & H May 
Bomby & R Gang 
NEW ORLEANS 

Orpheum (16) 
The Dakotas 


Tyler Mason 

Jarvis & Harrison 
The Meyakos 

SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (16) 
W Higgie & Girls 
Roth & Shay 
Walter Walters 
Roxy’s Gang 


(9) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Edith Bow 
Ed & Tom Hickey 
Mr Wu & Co 
SEATTLE 
Keith’s (16) 
Luster Bros 
Burke & Durkin 
Milton Berle & Co 
(Two to fill) 


Samaroff & Sonia 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Marty May 
12 O’Clock Rev 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
2d half (20-22) 
Caits Bros 
Ann Chandler 
(Three to fill) 
(13-15) 
Fauntelroy & Van 


24 half (20-22) 
Ralph Olsen Co 
Arthur Humbert 
Norton & Haley 
Purple East 

2d half (13-15) 
Relly Lapell Co 
Down Home 
Hamilton & Lee 


Capitol 
ist half (16-19) 
Relli LaPell Co 
Jack Inglis Co 
Mandt 3 & White 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (20-22) 
Jarvis & Jay 
Browning Moore Co 
Sam Mann Co 
Bert Fitzgibbons 
Lola Brava Co 
2d half (13-15) 
Cyclonic 2 
Sydney Stone 
Bachelor Romance 
Anna Chandler Co 
Gray Fam 
VANCOUVER 
Keith’s (16) 
The Berkoffs 
Don Galvin 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


ROCK 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 


G & P Magiley 
Donia Clark 
(Two to fill) 

ST. LOUIS 
Orpheum (16) 
Ann Pritchard Co 

Zelda Santley 
Lulu McConnell Co 
Eddie Nelson Co 
St Clair Sis & O’'D 


(9) 
Stevens Bros & N 
Reynolds & White 
Ledova 
Fred Lightner Co 


Orph 
Hudson 
Jean Carr Co 
Chain & Conroy 
Seeley & Fields 

(9) 

A & S Lamont 
Fleurette Jeoffrie 
Casa & Lehn 
Ward & Van 

SYRACUSE 

Keith’s (9) 
Vercelle Sis 
Rome & Dunn 
Joe Marks Co 
Leon Roque & Bd 

TORONTO 

Imperial (16) 
Helena & Justa C 


Ryan & Noblette 


Fred Craig Jr 


Any Fam 
Bert Walton 
(9 


Luster Bros 
Burke & Durkin 
Milton Berle Co 
(Two to fill) 


WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 


ist half (16-19) 
A Kavffman Girls 
Cyclonic 2 
Ritchie & Russell 
Charlie Melson 

2d half (20-22) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Harum & Scarum 
Holden & King 
Charlie Melson 

2d half (13-15) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Chas Melson 
(Others to fill) 

WINNIPEG 
Keith’s (16) 
A & S- Lamont 
Fleurette Jeoffrie 
Casa & Lehn 
Ward & Van 
9 


(9) 
La Belle Pola 
Evans & Wolfe 
Maddox & Clark 
Sig Friscoe 
YONKERS 


Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (8) 


*“Mance Invitation” 
Joyce Coles 

Ivan Triesault 
Carlo Ferretti 
Capitol Ballet 
“Blushing Brides” 


Paramount (8) 
“Ole Virginny” 
Rubinoft 

S Timblin & Co 
Paulino Gaskins 
Calif Crooners 
M R Tillor Girls 
Jesse Crawford 
“Queen High” 


Roxy (8) 
“Summer Idyll” 
Patricia Bowman 
Beatrice Belkin 
Dorothy Millet 
William Robyn 
“La Tickera” 

I Caesar & Co 
“Common Clay” 


CHICAGO, ILL, 
Chicago (8) 

“Blue Mill’ 

Ray Bolger 

Dennis Sis 

Emalie & Romaine 

Helen McFarland 

F Evans Ensemble 

“Manslaughter” 


Marbro (8) 
“The Lawn Party” 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Samuels Bros 
5 Belfords 
Sally Sweet 
Lambert Ballet 
“Sweethearts & W"’ 

Oriental (8) 
“Raisin Kane” 
Harry Rose 
Helen Kane 
Capps Bros & Sis 
Lambert Ballet 
“Way of All Men” 

Paradise (8) 
“Satan's Holiday” 
Larry Rich 
D Eddy & Douglas 
“Blushing Brides” 

Tivoli (8) 
“Campus Daze” 
F Masters Bd 
Pat Rooney & Son 
Cuby & Smith 
Roberts Sis 
F Evans & Co 
“Blushing Brides” 

Uptown (8) 
“Home Wreckers” 
O’Donnell & Blair 
The Newells 
6 Beverly Girls 
A & L Carr 
“Blushing Brides” 

BOSTON 
Metropolitan (9) 
“Garden of Girls” 
Billy Glason 
Bob, Bob & Bobby 
(Others to fill) 


Keith’s (16-19) 
Tilyou & Rogers 


“Grumpy” 


TUESDAYS 


HOTEL 


MANHATTAN 
159 West 47th St. 


NEW 


YOR 


JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
St TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 


H Santrey & Co 
(Two to fill) 


Russian Art Circus 
4 Carlton Bros 
Earl Faber 
Teck Murdock 
OAKLAND 
Orpheum (16) 
Edith. Bow 
Maxine & Bobby 
Ed & T Hickey 
Mr Wu & Co 
(9) 
Bob Ripa 
Kerr & Ensign 
Bob Murphy 
Daly & RKO Discov 
OKLA, CITY 
Orpheum (15) 
W L S Showboat 
Roth & Shay 
(Others to fill) 
(8 


C Blossoms & June 
D Duncans & Co 
Joe Termini 
Zastro & White Co 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (16) 
Flo Mayo & Co 
Gracie Barrie 
Grace & M Eline 
B Egan & Redh'ds 


(9) 

G Andree & Co 
Baby Rose Marie 
Lander Bros 
Palm Reach Nights 

PATERSON 

Keith’s 

Ist half (16-19) 
Marie & A Clark 
Lucille Benstead 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
Landt 3 & White 
Marie DeComa 
Clifford Wayne 6 
2nd half (13-15) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Seymour-Howard 
Clifford & Marion 
Great Rolle & Co 
On 5th Ave 

PORTLAND 

Keith’s (16) 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Marty May 
12 O'Clock Rev 


(9) 
H Swan & Lucille 
La Marr & Boyce 
Scooter Lowry 
C Withers Opera 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (16) 
Rector & Doreen 
Rome & Dunn 
Vercelle Sis 
Joe Marks 
(9) 


Kitaros 
Eva Clark & Co 
J & K Spangler 
Jack Osterman 
SALT LAKE CITY 

Orpheum (16) 
Kanazawa Boys 
H Foster Welch 
Carroll & M Lewis 
H Rev 

) 


( 

Flo Mayo & Co 
Gracie Barrie 
G & Marie Eline 
Babe Egan Redh'ds 

SAN ANTONIO 

Keith’s (16) 

Audrey Wyckoff 
O’Neil & Manners 
Derickson & Brown 


Conlin & Glass 
Georgia Price 
Maurice Colleano 


9 

Tom McAuliff Co 
The Warners 
Ilse Marvene Co 
Besser & Balfour 
Billy DeWolfe 

Shea’s (16) 
Miacuseun 
Mario & Lazaro 
Geo Niblo Co 
Ruiz & 


Cadet 6 
Paul Kirkland 
Claudia Coleman 
York & King 
TRENTON 
Keith’s 
ist half (16-19) 
Carroll Parker Co 
Caits Bros 
Bob Nelson Co 
(Two to fill) 


Marie DeComa 
Gordon Kibbler Co 
(Two to fill) 
+ 2a half (20-22) 
Vale & Stewart 
Gus Van 
Frozini’s Mel 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Rio Bros & LaS 
Chisholm & Breen 
Chaz Chase 
Melodyland 
Aus Woodchoppers 


YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (16) 


Belmont Bros & J 
Edgar Bergen 
Chaz Chase 

Don Aspiazu & Bd 
Gracie Smith Co 
Leslie Strange 

T & R Romaine 
Roy Cummings Co 


Murand & Girton 


Western R-K-0 


CA NTON, oO. 


Loew’s 
2nd half (21-23) 
Gwynne & Co 
Lydia Harris 
Roisman’s Alaba’s 
(One to fill) 
CEDAR RKPDS, IA. 


Iowa 
ist half (17-19) 
Schictl’s Wonder’t’s 
Hope Vernon 
Joe Young & Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (20-23) 
Chamberlain & E’rl 


LINCOLN, NEB. 
Stuart (18) 
Loomis 2 
Baseball 4 
MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 
Ist half (17-19) 
Lucille Sis 
Paxton 
B Maine & Co 
2nd half (20-23) 
Ed Borden & Co 
Evelyn Dean & Co 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Orpheum (18) 


Leach & Co., Inc., 57 William St..N. Y. 


Jack Randall & Co 

(Two to fill) 

CHICAGO, ILL. 
Englewood 

Ist half (17-19) 

B’way Flashes 

Sid Gordon 

Com’encement Days 


(Two to fill) 
2nd half (20-23) 
Beegee 3 


(Four to fill) 
IA. 


Capitol 
Ist half (17-19) 
3 Lightnings 
Grace Doro 
J Randall & Co 
2nd half (20-23) 
Schictl’s Wonder’t’s 
Hope Vernon 
Joe Yonug & Co 
DES MOINES, IA. 

Orpheum 
ist half (17-19) 
The Detoregoes 
Chamberlain & E’rl 
Boyd Senter & Co 
2nd half (20-23) 
Enos Frazere 
Smith & Rogers 
Roxy’s Gang 
IND’N’POLIS, IND. 

Lyric (16) 
Chase Boys Singers 
Baxton & Farrell 
Lee Morse 


Manny King & Co 
(9) 
Tinova & Bafkoft 


(One to fill) 


Hubert Dyer & Co 
H & J Reyes 
Dalton & Craig 
Carroll & McCarthy 
MILWAUK’, WIS. 
Riverside (16) 
Ray & Nord 
Impromptu Rev 
Nan Halperin 
Stan Bros & Attree 
(One to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 


Palace 
Ist half (17-19) 
Eddie Borden & Co 
Lovejoy Dancers 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (20-23) 
Lucille Sis 
Paxton 
Eno Tr 
SIOUX IA. 


pheum 
(ist half (16-18) 
Enos Frazere 
Smith & Rogers 


SO. BEND, IND. 
Palace 
Ist half (17-19) 


E Dean & Boys 
Wheeler & Morton 
Jim Lucas & Co 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (20-23) 
Sid Gordon 

Dance Parade 
(Two to fill) 


BROOKLYN 
Fox (8) 
“Eyes” 
Billy M Green 
Bob West 
8S J Kaufman 
Eula, Burroffs, Bob 
6 Candreva Bros 
Paul Olsen 
Don Carroll 
Keo, Toki & Yoki 
Sunkist Beauties 
“Cheer.Up & S’m’)” 
Paramount (8) 
“High Speed” 
Paul Ash 
Eddie Stanley 
Wilbur Hall 
Deno & Rochelle 
Virginia Ray 
Ethel Merman 
Al Siegel 
3 Blue Steppers 
Dave Gould’s 
‘Earl & Elsie 
“Manslaughter” 
BUFFALO 
Baffalo (9) 
“Gngersnaps”’ 
Rome & Gaunt 
Harrington Sis 
D & E Barstow 
Al Evans 
Gamby Girls 
“Raffles” 
Hippodrome (9) 
Georgie Price 
M Colleano & Fam 
Conlin & Glass 
Freddy Craig Jr 


H Justa & Charlie 
“Bride of Regim’t” 


CLEVELAND 
State (9) 
“Singing to Stars’ 
Peggy Taylor 
G Leon Ensemble 
Hilda Butsova 
Wesley Boynton 
Ches Hale Girls 
“Queen High” 


DETROIT 
Fisher (9) 
“Beach Brevities” 
Ann Pennington 
Del & Bd 

Rith Durrell 
Delano & Dell 
Ailleen & Evans 

3 Rhythm Boys 
“Shooting Straight” 


Fox (9) 
“Milky Way” 
Eddie Peabody 
Princess Wahletka 
Stone & Lee 
Ward & Montgom’r’ 
Bert Faye 
Joseph Clifford 
“Common Clay” 
Michigan (9) 
“Lanterns” 
Joe Wong & Co 
Arthur Gutow 
(Others to fill) 
‘Sap from Syr'cuse’ 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (9) 
“Noah's Ark” 
Benny Ross 
Davey Lee 
Berinoff & Eulalle 
B Farrell & Dad 
Mickey McKee 
Faret & Geis 
“Road to Paradise” 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (16) 
“Satan’s Holiday” 
Larry Rich 
D Eddy & Douglas 
NEW HAVEN 

Fex-Poli (9) 

“Skirts” 
(Others to fill) 
“Man Truoble”’ 
NEWARK 
Branford (9) 
“Varietrix’’ 
Eddie Garr 
Bernice Claire 
Kemmy’s & E Ivey 
Gabriel Hines 
Harold Rieder 
“Holiday” 

Proctor’s (9) 
Bomby & Gang 
Walter Wahl 
Smith & Beker 
Danny Small 
Harry Mays 
Robinson & DeWitt 
“Lawful Larceny” 

PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (9) 
“Silver Reyue”’ 
Jay Mills 
G D Washington 
Wilton & Weber 
Chotz, Bemis 
Roma Bros 
Littlefield Girls 
“Man from Wyo” 

Fox (9) 

“Trees” 
(Others to fill) 
“Common Clay” 

Mastbaum (9) 
“Sky High” 
W Osborne & Bd 
Charlie Kaley 
Maude Hilton 
Connie Almy 
Paul & Ferral 
(Others to fill) 
“Bright Lights” 

PITTSBURGH 

Enright (9) 
Dick Powell 
Montrose & Reyn’'ds 
Butts & Hadley 
(Others to fill) 
‘Matrimonial Bed” 

Penn (9) 
“August Follies’’ 
Arnaut Bros 
Babs Lavelle 
Ray Teal 
Gaynor & Byron 
Ches Hale Girls 
“*Raffles”’ 

Stanley (9) 
“Forward March” 
Nina Olivette 
Talent & Merit 
Rosenbaum’s Fur S 


Charles Strong 
Eddie Michaels 
“Bright Lights’ 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay (9) 


V Rathburn & Co 
Miss Florine 

J Small’s Steppers 
4 Emperors 
Smith & Hart 


Frank, V & Jean 
“The Big Fight’’ 


Loew 


Buddy Doyle 

I B Hamp & Ce 
3 Swifts 

J Rankin & Girls 


W Sharples & Co 


Loew's (16) 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Doyle & .Donnelly 


Ist half (16-19) 
John Quinlan & Co 
Wm Ebbs & Co 


Gale & Carson Rev 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
Art Humby 
G Broadhurst & Co 
Forsyth & Kelly 
(Two to fill) 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (16) 
Harrison’s Circus 
Eliz Brice & Co 


Norton & Brower Vv 
Jules Howard & Ce 


— 
— 


JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (16) 


Raye-Ellis & La B 
Ray Collins 


(One to fill) Cc J Lindemann 
2nd half (20-22) MEMPHIS 
Beth Challis & Co State (16) 


Davis Bros 


Harry Hines Georgie Hunter 
Trini Varella & Coj| Bayes & Speck 
TLANTA R & R Lyte Rev 


MONTREAL 
Loew's (16) 


Mann-Brad & VanA& 


Dave Vine Bill Casey & Co 
U S Indian Bad Gordon & Walker 
BAY RIDGE Trixie Friganza 
Romas_ Tr 


NEWARK 
Loew's (16) 
Agemos 
McKee & Co 


Heart Strings Co 
NEW JERSEY 
Palisades Pk. (16) 

4 Fantin®s 

3 Morleys 

Osaka Boys 

Emil Mattys 

NEW ORLEANS 
State (16) 

Boyd & Wallin 


PAUL 


Dir. LEDDY 


LEARNING 
Plenty of Showmanship from 


ASH 


At the Paramount, Brooklyn 
This Week 
EDDIE STANLEY 


& SMITH 


Franklyn D'Amore 
Cole & Snyder 
Stepanoff & Co 
CANTON 
Loew's (16) 
Corelli & Jeannie 
Morley Sis 
Flynn & Mack 
Oriental Sketches 
CAPITOL 
Loew's (16) 
Frank Sheilds 
Caperton & Biddle 
Radaelli 
Chief Eagle F 
CLEVELAND 
Granada 16) 
Ray Teai 
Arnaut Bros 
Babs 
Gaynor & Byron 
COLUMBUS 
Loew's (16) 
Peggy Taylor 4 
Wesley Boynton 
Hilda Butsova 
HOUSTON 
Loew's (16) 
Frank Wilson 
H & B Hutchins 
Mary Haynes 
Enchanted Forrest 


Cook & Vernon 
P Rae & Octette 
Alexandria, O’sn Co 


NORFOLK 
State (16) 
Serge Flash 
Lillian Morton 
Savoy & Mann 
Swan & Lewis Rev 
Loew's (16) 
Ted Claire 
Evelyn Wilson 
P Sydell & Spotty 
4 Flash Devils 
Geo D’'Ormonde 
Emily Adreon 
TORONTO 
Loew's (16) 
Katfka-Stan& Mae 
Tom Fulmer & Co 
Kemper & Jeannie 
Melino & Davis 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
WASH’G’TON, 
Loew's (16) 
Herman Timberg 
Sammy Timberg 
Herbert Timberg 
Barbara Blair 
Oliver Harris 
Leo Chalzel 


Fanchon 


& Marco 


ATLANTA, GA, 

Fox (16) 

“Coral” 

Maurice & Vincent 

Royal Samoans 

La Petit Marie 

Oscar Taylor 

E Hanley & Co 

Tajax & P Roys 

BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
Palace (16) 

“Skirts” 

McDonald & Dean 

Julia Curtiss 

Ruth Silver 

Up In Air Girls 

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 
Fox (15) 

‘Sunshine’ 

Vince Silk 

Barton & Young 


Chirot & Mercado 
Hassan’s Bluestr’kd 
Hirsch-Arnold Girle 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (14) 
“Wild & Wooly” 
Hart’s Krazy Kats 
Bud Carlell 
Aussie & Czech 
Davis & LaRue 
Bud Murray Girls 
LOS ANGELES 
State (14) 
“Gobes of J’’ 1930 
(Others to fill) 
MILWAUKE’ WIS 
Wisconsin (15) 
“City .Service’’ 
Shapiro & O’Mal’y 
Seb Meza 
Laddie LaMonte 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A, 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 


Laggan & Shelby 
Mary Lou 
Richard Wally 
Sunkist Beauties 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Avalon (15) 
“Smiles” 
Lambertl 
Seymour & Corncob 
Dorothy Neville 
Walter Bradbury 
DENVER, COLO. 
Grand (14) 
“Romance” 
Castleton & Mack 
Jerome Mann 
Robert Cloy 
Mary Price 
3 Bricktops 
M Bissett Dancers 
Fox (15) 
“Goodfellows” 
Lucille Page 


George Jage 

Frank Sterling 

NEW HAVEN, CK 
Palace (16) 


“R’way Venuses” 
Mel Klee 

16 N ¥ Beaut Win’s 
Aerial Bartletts 
Wells & Winthrop 
Freda Sullivan 


NEW YORK 
Crotona (16-19) 

*Marble”’ 

Roy Smoot 

Francia 

Al & Jack Rand 

Hettor & Gang 

Harris 3 

Georgene & Henry 

NIAGARA FALLS 

Strand (16) 
“Milky Way” 
Vernon Stiles 


NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

Ist half (16-19) 
P Kodak & Sis 
Art Humby 
S Savage & Co 
S Brilliant & Co 
Al K Foster's 

16 %ylophone’tes 
2nd half (20-22) 


Gale & Carson Rev 
3 Swifts 
(Three to fill) 
Lincoln Sq. 
lst. half (16-19) 
Don Julian 
Freeman-Rus & M 
Primrose Seamon 
Tip Top Tappers 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
Clifton & Page 
Wm Ebbs & Co 
Allan K Foster's 
16 Xylophon’'tes 
(One to fill) 
Loew's 46th 
Ist half (16-19) 
Jack Hanley 
N C Haines & Co 
Robles & Hamilton 
(Two to 
2nd half (20-22) 
Don Julian 
McLaughiin & Ev’s 
Chaney & Fox Co 
(One to fill) 
National 
ist half (16-19) 
Jimmy Fletcher 
Neilson & Warden 
Forsyth & Kelly 
Chaney & Fox Co 


(One to filly 

half (20-22) 
3 Freehand Bros 
Coogan & Casey 


Primrose Seamon 


Don Lee & Louse 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
Ist half (16-19) 
Cygi & Co 
Olive Oleen 
Lovely Ladies 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
J Kodak & Sis 
A Ball & Co 
Bozo Snyder & Co 
Edith Clifford 
(One to fill) 
Paradise (16) 
Wesley Eddy 
Fred Sylvester 
Geraldine 
Crackerjacks 
Mary Lane 
State (16) 
Urbanis 
Russell & Marconi 
Watson & Cohen 
Roye-Maye Kev 
(Two to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (16-19) 
3 Freehand Bros 
A Ball & Co 
G Broadhurst & Co 
Hall & Pillard 
Don Lee & Loulse 
2nd half (20-22) 
Jack Hanley 
J Quinlan & Co 
Hite-Reflow & Co 
Olive Olsen 
J Rankin & Girls 


Metropolitan (16) 

Pirate Queen 

Gelfis 

Carlton Emmy's P’s | 

May Usher 

Hyde & M Maidens 
Pitkin 

ist half (16-19) 


BOMBY and GANG, 

JERRY and BABY 

SEXTETTE, 
SON, KEPPLE 


BLONDELL 


Booked Following Acts with R-K-O: 


KLEIN 


EVELYN HOEY, 
GRANDS, CADET 
BROS., WIL- 
and BETTY 


& MACK 


Helen Burke 
FRESNO, CAL, 
Wilson (14-16) 

“Gems & Jams” 

J & J McKenna 

Will Cowan 

Nee Wong 

Maxine Evelyn 

Jim Penman 

Franklin & Astell 

HARTFORD, CT, 

Capitol (16) 

“Changes” 

Baker & Hadley 

Walzer & Dyer 

Muriel Gardner 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (14) 

“Moses” 

Haline Frances 

Shore & Moore 

Danny Joy 

Harry Smirl 

Sunkist Ensemble 

| Hollywood Models 

| KANSAS CITY 

Pantages (15) 

| “Brunettes” 

lires 


(Continued 


1560 B’way, N. Y. Byrant 2332 
DETROIT, MICH. | Noree 
Bud Averill Stone & Lee 
Seben & Eliben Bert Faye 


Warde & Montg'ry 
Steve Moroni 


OAKLAND, CAL, 
Oakland (15) 
‘Victor Herbert” 
Buddy Howe 
Walter Powell 
Electric 2 
V Herbert 4 
OKLA. CY, OK LAs 
Orpheum (15) 
“Overtures” 
Edison & Gregory 
Toots Novelle 


The Duponts 

Huff & Huff 

Helen Hille 

Louis Manning 

PHIL P& 
Fox (135) 

“Byes” 

€ Candreva Bros 

Don Carroll 


Paul Olsen 
B & E Burrofft 


Keo, Yoki & Toki 
Billy M Green 
Addie Clifford 
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TIMES SQUARE 


Wednesday, August 13, 1939 


Razzing The Home Town 
(CINCINNATI) 


(Second of a series of stories on the inside show end of key cities, with- 
out giving the cities any the best of it). 


Cincinnati, Aug. 9. 


“Wuz you efer in Zincinnati?” 
This line was a surefire laugh re- 
leaser for Sam Bernard when he 
comicked in “Prince of Pilsen.” 
That was back in the good old days 
before prohibition, when the Buck- 
eye State’s southern metropolis was 
noted far and wide as quite an 
oasis. A characteristic German 
city, its main stem, Vine street, was 
lined with concert halls, and its 
most famous product was the foam- 
ing amber, offered under such then 
popular names as Hauck’'s, Moer- 
lein's, Lackman’s, Hudepohl’s and 
Muhlhauser'’s beers. 


Not a few of the men and women 
who have trod the same boards 
that did Sam Bernard hail from 
Ohio’s second city. Most are proud to 
claim Cincinnati as their birthplace. 
Yet, with others who feel that they 
had to be born some place, the 
Cincy nativity thing is a _ secret. 
Which treminds that it has been 
heard said that Cincinnati is a good 
place to be from. This goes hand 
in hand with another ancient saw 
that there may be worse places than 
Cincinnati, but who knows where? 


Among the bunch who went clean 
from Cincinnati to take to the 
boards are*some who never re- 
turned. In fairness to the people 
back home, it is explained that the 
bimbos who failed to encore the 
village were not armed with round- 
trip tickets. 


Harking back to the b. p. era, 
Cincy was for long a second home 
to many in show business. They 
adopted the place for economical as 
well as sentimental reasons, For 
even then there were known to be 
sudden closings and un- 
expected foldups. Not all who call 
the evening meal “dinner” are ac- 
customed to facing more groceries 
than graced the Cincinnati bars 
then under the common name of 
“free lunch.” 


The Manhattan Restaurant, on 
5th street, was familiar to most 
everybody who trouped in that age. 
Troupers dubbed the place “The 
House of a Thousand Bums.” On 
each of the many tables was a 
large basket of plain and sweet 
rolls. The rolls were cafeteria, 


To do the feed bag act at the 
Manhattan cost at least a dime. No 
one ever git by the bouncer a. the 
door without depositing that amount 
or more with the cashier. But, oh 
baby, what eats could be had there 
for 10 cents! A nickel tip encour- 
aged any waiter to bring everything 
out of the kitchen but the stove. 
Many actors and actorines left that 
dinery with pockets full of buns. 


In the Business 


In furnishing a partial list of 
“Who's Who” of Cincinnatiarfs in 
the amusement field no thought is 
given to their ages or high or low 
standing. 

’Twas in the year 18— that ol’ 
Doc Stork called at one of the 
homes of the Callahan clan and left 
a darling, dimpled baby girl. So 
cute she was christened Delia. 
From school she got a job as cash 
girl in a department store. At 
parties she was the bee’s knees, 
spilling wisecracks and exercising 
a pair of pipes not to be sneezed 
at. Next she copped a few first 
prizes at amateur night contests 
and then plucked up courage to turn 
pro, as Trixie Friganza. 

Thus it is disclosed that Cincy is 
or was not altogether a German 


town. 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” was a prof- 
itable place for numberless thes- 


pians. It’s still providing coffee 
and for some more. The book was 
written in Cincinnati by Harriett 
3eecher Stowe. But thus far this 
play has yet to be done in Dixie. 

Edna Aug, from this town, is 
among the few who stuck to her 
original monicker. George E. Wintz 
first saw the light here. His initial 
show contact was as candy butcher 
at Hauck’s opera house, which 
flourished in the days of 10-20-30. 
George never got over it altogether. 

To the screen Cincy gave Theda 
Bara. As a girl she answered to 
the name of Theodosia Goodman. 

George White is another. 

Changed His Luck 

Harry Richman got his early 
training as a piano player and 
singer in cabarets of this, his home, 
town. 

To change his luck perhaps, he 
dropped the “e” from the name of 
Reichman. -Anyway the gag worked. 

@f late New York has taken a 
fancy to Libby Holman, Cincy prod- 
uct. Libby went through college 


before she took seriously to theatri- 
cals, grad of the University of Cin- 
cinnati. 

Ann Pennington bears a made-in- 
Hamilton tag. Hamilton is just 
outside Cincy’s backyard. The birth 
records have her listed as Anna 
Hafertepen. To spell that name 
without pronouncing it is quite 
enough. Who could blame Ann for 
legging it from there? 

Sam Ash, the singer, blew out of 
this town originally and _ several 
times since. The latter getaways 
marked solace to placing the mu- 
sical shows he was with in moth- 
balls, 

Frank Crumit vocalized in this 
village as a baby. 

The Wilson Brothers learned to 
yodel and became educated in the 
art of dunking in the Mohawk dis- 
trict, where they were raised. Their 
catch line, “You go out!” was cul- 
tivated in their neighborhood. 


As a kiddie, Lester LaMonte play- 
ed around with such things as hob- 
by horses and giant teddy bears. 
One day he was badly frightened 
and ever since went in for cut-outs 
and the like. In the varieties he is 
billed as “The Paper Fashion Plate.” 


Cliff Friend, who has written his 
share of popular tunes, made his 
earthly debut in Lockland, a suburb. 


Haven Gillespie, who first weigh- 
ed in across the river in Covington, 
Ky., also has managed to live com- 
fortably on royalties from his own 
songs. 

Covington’s Losses 


From the sister city of Covington 
also have gone Hans Wilson, comic 
and hoofer; Wanda Ludlow, of dra- 
matic and stock, and Harry Pierce, 
who at last accounts left vaude flat 
to become an agent. 


Hailing from these parts and 
known in burlesque are Rose Sy- 
delle, Gus Flaig and Freddie “Falls” 
Binder, not to forget Joe Hurtig and 
his brother, Jules, latter deceased. 


The roster of Queen City sons and 
daughters engaged in various de- 
partments of the amusement field 
contains such other names as Hap- 
py Golden, Helen Doyle, Steve Mul- 
roy, Henry Santrey, Harvey Wolfe, 
Walter Conley, John Alexander and 
Florence Golden, daughter of Wil- 
liam Smith Goldenburg, dramatic 
critic of the Cincinnati “Enquirer.” 


John Robinson’s Circus was for 
decades a Cincy aggregation. The 
title is now held by the Ringling 
interests. John Robinson III, grand- 
son of the founder of the famous big 
top, has four performing elephants 
left from it which he presents in 
vaude and at parks and fairs. 


From the shores of Cincinnati 
have gone the Menk Brothers and 
some more to entertain the inhab- 
itants of river towns and hamlets a 
la show boat. 


The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians had its inception in Cincy, 
one of whose children, Joe Weber, is 
now its president. 


The city also has given an execu- 
tive to the stage hands’ union in 
William Elliott, first vice-pres. of 


As punks, Howard Thurston, of 
Columbus, O.; Joe Cook, of Evans- 
ville, Ind., and Charlie Murray, of 
a not so distant Indiana town, were 
lured to Cincinnati. They knocked 
around its dime museums and 
amusements of the shooting gallery 
type long enough to learn their 
ABC's as entertainers, 

Mcintyre’s Break 

O. O. McIntyre, who drifted down 
to Cincy from Gallipolis, and is 
more or less acquainted with show 
folks, got the greatest break of his 
life here. After working for some 
time as a reporter on the Cincin- 
nati “Post” ke was elevated to a 
job on the sheet’s telegraph desk. 
Toward the end of a certain day’s 
work O. O. clicked a story about a 
supposed ship disaster at sea. Odd 
knew that if the flash was on the 
level it was news, also that if it 
was only a rumor, with no loss of 
life, it was a blank. Always the 
sport, he tossed up a coin. Heads 
showed. The yarn was tossed in- 
to a wastebasket. 

But not so on the opposition after- 
noon paper, where the T. E. smeared 
it all over the top of the front page. 


In the morning McIntyre was job- 
less. A short time later he and his 
good wive were in New York. The 
world knows the tale that would fit 


snug in his widely-read syndicated 
“New York Day By Day” column: 


Up in the Clouds 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Regular tourists are having 
a tough time getting upper 
berths on eastbound trains. 
The high bunks are all grab- 
bed up by song writers. 


“Jealousy” Defense Is 
Ridiculed by Woman 
Making Theft Charge 


Arthur Climo, 33, dapper and glib, 
of 627 West End avenue, who stated 
he was a stock salesman for the 
brokerage house of Edward C. Sey- 


mour, 63 Wall street, was held for 
the action of the grand jury by 
Magistrate William A. Farrell. 
Climo was charged with the theft 
of a $1,400 diamond ring from Mrs. 
Charles Walker, designer and art 
student, of 40 West 50th street. 
Climo denied the theft. He later 
obtained bail. He stated Mrs. 
Walker is incensed at him because 
two young women are enamoured 
of him and that he felt she was 
thus motivated because she “liked” 
him. Climo is said to be divorced. 
“Climo, men are traders. Women 
are investors. Consult Mrs. Walker 
and learn if she cares to invest in 
some good stock,” Climo testified 
his boss directed him. He arrived 
at Mrs. Walker’s apartment. She 
was phoning. 
“I heard her call a man Charlie, 
Your Honor, and I thought it best if 
I left because I didn’t want to be 
in the apartment when ‘Charlie’ ar- 
rived,” stated Climo. 
“Mrs. Walker was in her pajamas. 
She pointed out a picture of a man 
from Buenos Aires who, she as- 
serted, sent her $10,000 to become 
his bride. I urged her to invest it. 
‘Not me,’ she shaid. ‘I am going to 
return it’,” stated Climo. 

Didn’t Meet “Charlie” 
“I left the apartment because I 
did not want to meet ‘Charlie,’ de- 
clared Climo, “but I did not take the 
ring.” 
Mrs. Walker stated that she met 
Climo on a boat returning from the 
South. “He was playing bridge. We 
were introduced. He has taken me 
to functions, but always with a 
party. His story of my being in- 
censed about the two women over 
his heart is ludicrous. 
“He told me he was financially 
embarrassed and needed money. He 
told me to invest. I told him that 
I had no desire. I was talking over 
the phone. Before I finished he had 
fled. My ring was on the mantle- 
piece and when I came out it was 
gone,” she testified. 
Detectives David Mullee and 
James Sweeney of the West 47th 
St. station arrested Climo at his 
apartment. The ring has not been 
located. 


GOOD TIME CHARLIES 


Gene Austin and Others Meet Coast 
Guard and Troopers 


Toms Rivers, N. J., Aug. 12. 

Gene Austin, radio artist, and four 
friends, took to a boat to beat a 
$100 taxi bill, according to the story 
told the judge, but the U. S. coast 
guard drove them back to a waiting 
state trooper. The five were fined 
$5 each yesterday on charges of dis- 
orderly conduct. 

Austin gave 98 Riverside Drive, 
New York, as his address, while the 
others identified themselves as 
Daniel Ahern, 500 Graham street, 
3rooklyn; Harry Henschke, 1625 
President street, Brooklyn; Harry 
Levine, 484 Graham street, Brook- 
lyn, and Fred Rich, 55 West 55th 
street, New York. 

Corporal Hurdon of the state po- 
lice said they took a taxi from New 
York to Barnegat. 


“Glorified” Title 
Dorothy Raphaelson’s first novel 
will be called “Glorified.” 
It deals witth stage folks. 


“A Gallipolis boy who has made 
good in the big town.” 

Now the Cincinnati “Post” is us- 
ing Odd’s stuff in every issue and 
paying much more for it per week 
than it did to him for full-time serv- 
ice some years since, That’s why 
he will make claim that Cincinnati 
is the kindliest city he knows; yet 
a good town to be from, 

So maybe that’s what Sam Bern- 
ard meant when he gagged: “Wuz 


you efer by Zinzinnati?” 


A Bunch of Malarkey — 
By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


“To the best pal in the world...” 

“To the greatest bunch of stage hands in the country—” 
“With kindest and fondest memories of a wonderful Orpheum 
you—” 

“This is the greatest eat shop in the world.” 
“Sincerely yours—” 

“To the man who gave me my start and I’ll never forget.” 
“With wonderful memories of our week in Cedar Rapids.” 
“Until death do us part—” 

“To the best leader on the circuit—” 

“Thanks for a glorious week.” 

“There’s room up front...” 

“T expect to put out seven shows this season.” 

“We own this house outright.” 

“Meet the wife—” 

“With love from—” 

“They offered to raise my salary—” 

“Thanks for the finest three days we ever had.” 

“TI may have something for you next week—” 

“To our boss, a regular guy..” 

“We can stay only a few minutes...” 

*“T never get sea-sick..” 

“T never read my notices.” 

“Catch me, I’m going to faint.” 

“Tf you go out tonight I'll commit suicide.” 

“We never talk show business...” 

“I’m giving you the wholesale price.” 

“Tll show you how you can make 20% on your dou .”’ 
“Her family is crazy about me.” 

“I love that dress on you.” 

“T never get stewed.” 

“We panicked them.” 

“He’s the swellest guy I ever met..” 

“We just threw down a 40-week route.” 

“IT never copped a gag in my life.” 

“I never had an accident in all the years I’m driving.” 
“You’re the funniest man I ever met.” 

“Hard work and perserverance got me where I am.” 
“Prosperity is around the corner.” 

“That suit fits you perfect.” 

“Let’s play poker just for fun.” 

“This horse can’t lose..” 

“Give’s a dime, mister..I’m hungry...” 

“She’s just a good pal..that’s all..” 

“Playing this benefit will do you good.” 

“Come over and visit us sometimes.” 

“My pals in Hollywood will see that I get a job.” 

“TI didn’t advertise, that’s why I got a lousy notice.” 
“The wife’s a great cook.” 

“This is pre-war stuff.” 

“To the only girl I ever loved.” 

“We didn’t have the door shut, officer.” 

“IT called you up yesterday, but nobody answered.” 

“I did write to you.” 

“T’ll give you this dough back tomorrow.” 

“She’s the prettiest and smartest child I ever met.” 
“I come from the South..” 

“It’s only three minutes from the station.” 

“Pay when you can.” 

“This is absolutely free.” 

“In California we sleep under blankets every night.” 
“Plenty of seats inside.” 

“Tickets can be had at the box office.” 

“One hundred people—and the original cast.” 

*“T was insane when I killed him.” 

“Miss America.” 

“You sounded swell over the radio last night.” 
“Curtain at 8:30 sharp.” 

“The greatest picture ever produced.” 

“That song will live forever.” 

“Having a good time, wish you were here.” 

“They wanted to take up my option, but I didn’t like it out there.” 
“The battle of the century.” 

“I don’t want any alimony—all I want to be is free.” 
“No couver charge.” 

“I’m broadminded..but—” 

“Can I please have your autograph?” 

“If you don’t like it, we’ll give your money back, 


ROUND THE SQUARE 


Tip Offs That Spoil Trade 


A couple of stories, in as many N. Y. tabs, about the girls in Tex 
Guinan’s road house, on Long Island, didn’t help the business there any. 
One of the stories named the place, men and girls, while the other men- 
tioned the girls and men only by inference. Each of the stories appears 
to have been tipped to the tabs, and evidently by someone connected with 
the establishment. 


The first story related how one of the Long Island social set would 
take the Guinan girls and Tex, after their final show, to his estate nearby, 
where they could swim and remain over night, to return to their work 
the next evening after more swimming. That was so, but the fellow 
never showed again at Tex’s after the story. He has a house on the 
Island with about 50 rooms, with extensive grounds. Visiting the road- 
house almost nightly, he got in the habit of buying the girls in the floor 
show their dinner after the final performance, then bundling the whole 
lot in cars and letting them run around his place, until they had to report 
once more. A host like that hardly expected to see his name, place and 
social exploits blazoned on the front page of a tab. He quit as it only 
had been an expense account to him anyway. 

The other, a sob story, told of two young L. I. sons of wealthy pam 
ents who had shown much attention to one of the show floor girls, called 
the dumbdora of the troupe, and said both wanted to marry her. No 
names mentioned, nor was the Guinan roadhouse specified, but it was 
enough, although neither of the young fellows ever got in the real spend- 
ing class. 

Publicity has a way of killing off all spenders, especially in road- 
houses where they expect to be protected. And how roadhouses, nowa- 
days, need spenders, almost a lost profession at present with the market 
putting most of them on the fritz. 


Tour 


a 


Paris Getting ’Em! 

Paris is like Broadway, when it gets ’em. Broadway is notorious in 
that direction, for it has swept away and aside some good people, who 
thought they were New York-proof. Paris probably has a rep likewise. 

In Paris just now though it seems it’s the booze that’s doing it. On 
Broadway it’s generally the wimmin. Reports drifting back from France 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Bootlegging in Hollywood 


Ruined for Pros by Film 
Amateurs with Bathtub Gin 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
pootlegging in Hollywood has 
ined by amateurs. Kicks 
ard times, and depression 
aren't confined to merchants and 
theatre men. The film Colony’s 
pooticians are wailing aplenty, with 
the burns being directed mostly 
toward the between-pictures ama- 
teur who shoestrings booze for 
cakes while waiting for the next 
tumble from the casting director, 

With booze down locally to a new 
jow the professional dispenser is 
fnding it hard enough to get by. 
Plus this is the competish he is en- 
countering from the simon pures, 
who deal in homemade gin at two 
for $5 or less. 

Once one of the best rackets ex- 
tant, bootlegging for the colony has 
now reduced itself to scarcely bet- 
ter than a bread and butter occupa- 
tion. Status was demonstrated this 
week when one of the colony’s class 
pooties got nicked for a $750 fine 
or jail. He took the latter, piping: 
“| know of no better way of earn- 
ing that much kale these days.” It 
isn’t so long ago that the same chap 
would have laughed at the $750 nick 
as so much chaff. 

First line professionals who re- 
fused to go below case lots found 
the amateur bit player and extra 
cutting in when money got tighter 
and customers started to order in 
lesser lots. When turned down these 
orders went to the shoestringers, 


Peddling Between Pictures 


With alky at $15 a gallon or un- 
der, and plenty to be had, the out- 
of-works saw here an easy way to 
eash an honest dollar occasionally 
with bathtub gin. Starting in the 
morning for a round of the studios, 
the boys started carrying a couple 
of bottles on the hip. Two for $5 
was the asking price, and before 
the day was finished it went lower. 
They couldn’t lose. And it meant 
eating until the next picture job. 

Case buying is now wholly con- 
fined to the big shots, and not so 
much of that as before. Economy 
wave is on even in guzzling. A few 
class booties have this trade and 
the rest up to an estimated total of 
200 are just getting by. One of the 
class dispensers refuses to sell in 
less than 10 case lots. He says it 
isn’t worth handling in smaller or- 
ders, 

Prices vary but in all qualities the 
ticket is lower than ever before. 
Plenty of the real stuff here, for 
with pro leggers selling only to a 
class clientele they’re off the cutting. 
Almost all the genuine is brought 
here by plane from Mexico. Sea 
Tunning is almost out, although 
there is considerable of this in the 
North supplying San _ Francisco, 
Seattle and other cities above here. 


been TU 
about h 


Prices 
The imported stuff is sold in case 
lots up to 10 at $95 for Bourbon, $90 
for Scotch, and $85 for gin. Booze 
Without the genuine guarantee goes 
48 low as $55 for Scotch, $50 for 
Bourbon and $35 and sometimes less 
for gin. Home product wine, and 
600d stuff, is delivered by the wine 
boys at $18 to $22.50 for port, sherry, 
Sauterne or muscatel. 
Hollywood has perhaps less pub- 
le drinking than any spot of similar 
Population in the country. Eagle 
‘yes of self appointed picture moral- 
ists _is responsible mainly. The 
we boys and girls are every- 
Ma Let John or Mary play take 
: much aboard at any of the cafes 
nd there's a dirty dig in some- 
Hence the confine- 
to privacy of 
owner drinking was more popular 
® colony held plenty of undercover 
abe Spots, but they are all dodoes 
pe Beer joints in the city now 
Cgc downtown or in other 
Son the outskirts not depend- 
in the picture trade. Hard @rinking 
ie € cafes is not now near as pop- 
as it once was. 


wi a and Night in New York” 
an. € the title of the new hotel 
phe to replace “Gotham Life.” 
bn cache mag, pocket size like its 
ance essor, makes its first appear- 
loca} next month. Backed by the 
hotel association. 


| Bernateta Hopped Up by 
Heat, Falls Into Sugar 
Without Any Overhead 


“Being the market the way it is 
and me being one of the few slick 
enough to keep out, I stayed home 
during the heat and got myself some 
soft sugar,” remarked Freeman 
Bernstein, the sage of Times Square, 
as he borrowed a collar button and 
then a collar. 

“Accustomed as I am to spending 
the summer in Europe, I aint used 
to this stay-at-home thing and the 


heat. It knocks out my routine, but 
as 75% of everybody didn’t go 


abroad this summer, I says, ‘Free- 
man, there’s your out.’ 

“There aint no dough around for 
nobody. I found that true because 
I got none, and when Freeman can’t 
dig dough, you know, kid, the works 
are in, It looked like a terrible time 
this summer, with the heat, May, 


(Continued on page 55) 


2D PONY GOLF LAYOUT 
IN TIMES SQ. SECTION 


A second midget golf layout may 
be at Seventh avenue and 53d street, 
where there is an empty lot on the 
northeast corner. Its rival is al- 
ready established behind the Roxy 
theatre, facing Sixth avenue at 50th 
street. 

Ben Blue, the actor, has the pony 
golf hunch for the 53d street loca- 
tion. Since Blue stopped betting, 
his cash surplus has been given an 
unsuspected impetus. It’s a bank- 
roll now of sufficient amount to back 
the half pint putting. 

If Blue goes through with the 
scheme it may be an all-winter 
course as well, Upon the cold 
reaching this part vf the country 
Blue will dig into his prospective 
profit for a glass enclosure. 

If any of Blue’s creditors sees 
this, it’s just a gag, he says, es- 
pecially an agent for whom, in 
Blue’s betting days, he was a meal 
ticket. The agent is Charlie Mor- 
rison. Since starting. to bet with 
Blue he has acquired a wife, a 
child, a home on Long Island and 
a sport car, besides a bank account 
and freedom from worry. 

Where Blue is concerned, Morri- 
son splits with no one. 


STILLEY, ACTOR, AND 
TWO COPS IN TROUBLE 


Raymond Stilley, 24, actor, of 455 
West 44th street, and two proba- 
tionary cops, charged with felon- 
ious assault, will be arraigned in 
West Side Court in connection with 
the assault of Vincenzo DeFeo, res- 
taurant owner of 258 West 46th 
street. He charged that the trio 
began to punch him while he stood 
in front of his restaurant at 
1:30 a. m. 

DeFeo raced into his restaurant 
to get a stick to chase the trio, 
when he asserts that James John- 
son, 24, probationary policeman of 
401 West 45th street, confronted 
him with his service revolver. John 
Linskey, 25, probationary bluecoat, 
173 Amsterdam avenue, was in the 
fracas, asserted DeFeo. 

DeFeo phoned for the West 47th 
street detectives. Joseph Grinzi, de- 
tective of West 47th street, reached 
the scene, when the trio sped away 
in a taxicab. The probationary cops 
separated and disappeared. 

Stilley ran west on 46th street. 
Grinzi sought to stop him. He ran 
faster. The sleuth fired several 
shots over Stilley’s head. Stilley ran 
into the lobby of the Paramount 
Hotel on 46th street, 

Fought in Lobby 

Grinzi overtook Stilley in the ho- 
tel lobby. The latter fought the 
sleuth until subdued. He was taken 
to the West 47th street station. 

Grinzi received information from 
Stilley which resulted in the arrest 


of the two probationary cops. De- 
(Continued on page 55) 


High Tower Publicity 


Increase of tall building in 
New York and _ observatory 
towers has developed a new 
scheme formulated by enter- 
prising p.a.’s. Probably a dozen 
or more buildings in New York 
now have observatory cupolas 
to which sightseers gain ad- 
mittance through payment of 
some kind of fee, from two 
bits to 50c. 

These sightseers are mostly 
tourists, commercial p.a.’s aim- 
ing to attract attention and 
possible new customers for 
their firms or products, arrange 
a payoff plan with the official 
observatcry guides or pointers 
in the cupolas, Latter in this 
way point out spots they are 
paid to point out, with the in- 
tangible profit thereof going to 
the p.a.’s credit with his firm. 


Looks Like Hush-Up in 
Haskeli-Hammerstein’s 
Messy Scrapping Bit 


Arthur Hammerstein’s hearing on 
an assault charge instituted by 
Jack Haskell, dance director, was 
postponed until Sept. 17, when 
called last week before Magistrate 
George W. Simpson in Tombs court, 
New York. 

Haskell, formerly employed 
Hammerstein in staging of dances 
for the latter’s forthcoming mu- 
sical, “Luana,” alleges the producer 
sealed his order of dismissal with 
a sock in the eye. To make mat- 
ters worse was a case of twice in 
the same place, according to Has- 
kell, since he claims to have been 
walloped a few minutes before 
Hammerstein slugged, by Harold 
Rand, chorister, 

Rand went to the bat with his 
hearing on an assault charge earlier 
in the week and was held for trial 
in Special Sessions court by Magis- 
trate Simpson, but paroled in cus- 
tody of Leo J. Roseit, his attorney. 
Hammerstein’s hearing was to have 
followed, but was postponed until 
last Friday over strenuous objec- 
tion of Haskell’s attorney, Ferdi- 
nand Pecora, It was again post- 
poned when next called without 
Pecora protesting. : 

Haskell claims to have been 
socked by young Rand after dis- 
missing him and his sister, Betty 
Rand, for insubordination with the 
producers’ consent. A_ backstage 
fracas at the Hammerstein followed 
in which he alleges Rand struck 
him without provocation, but with 
Rand insisting he did no punching 
until Haskell had made a pass for 
him, after tossing unpleasant epi- 
taphs after him and his sister as 
they were leaving the theatre. Ham- 
merstein had come down from his 
office at the time and after ques- 
tioning eyewitnesses as to what it 
was all about, fired Haskell and 
reinstated the Rands. This action 
is said to have been the torch that 
burned Haskell, with the latter, ac- 
cording to Hammerstein, doubling 
his fist to take a poke, but he beat 
him to it. 

Dirt Spilling 

Haskell threatened to spill a lot 
of dirt on alleged orgies staged in 
the producer’s inner sanctum, but 
didn’t get through the postpone- 


Inaccurate Biographies 


Ruth Chatterton 


Starr Manages Beaut 


Winner at Galveston; 
New Orieans Gal of 17 


Galveston, Aug. 12. 

Well, it’s all over. 

Dorothy Dell Goff, 17-year-old 
blonde of New Orleans, is “Miss 
Universe” of 1930. Martin Starr, 
New York newspaperman, who ex- 
posed the irregularities of an At- 
lantiec City pageant, is her manager. 
Starr was the life of this year’s 
party, stroking the shows at the 
city auditorium as master of cere- 
monies. The boy’s clever. 
Selection met with general ap- 
proval, but choice of “Miss New 
Jersey” for the second spot and 
$-,000 caused more than one to 
register surprise. Many thought 
“Miss Russia” or “Miss Rumania” 
had the place cinched. Rumania 
took third spot and $500. Russia 
ranks among the $100 bets. 


‘BIG GAMBLING RAID 
BLOWS UP IN COURT 


. George Herrick, stock broker, of 
270 Park avenue, and his valet, Wil- 
liam Sullivan, who were arrested 
July 8 when detectives raided the 
luxurious 14-room Herrick apart- 
ment as a gambling resort, were 
acquitted in Special Sessions. It 
was not necessary for the defend- 
ants to take the stand. 

The raid and arrests were 
heralded by the police at the time 
as one of the greatest gambling 
roundups to take place in New 
York in years. The cops declared 
the place to be the hangout for 
Park avenue millionaires who 
wished to throw away a few thou- 
sands nightly. 

In court this’ story flopped, 
whether because the detectives had 
a loss of memory or for some other 
reason, but the story they told was 
a very weak one, 

Detective James T, Brady on the 
stand said he and his fellow offi- 
cers were located outside the Her- 
rick apartment for about 15 min- 
utes before breaking in. They heard 
someone shout, “Here come the po- 
lice, Duck.” When they got into 
the place they found a half dozen 
pieces of green cloth on which they 


found, they said, a dice box and 
dice. The only persons found in 
the place were Herrick and his 


When they asked Herrick if 
a game he only 
the officers said. 


valet. 
he was running 
laughed at them, 


Other officers told the Court the 
same tale, 

At the conclusion of the Peo- 
ple’s case, the Justices dismissed 


the charge on the motion of the de- 
fendants. 


INDECENT FILM CASE 
ON DOBBS DISMISSED 


ment, and with hints now that the 
case may never come to trial with 
an outside “settlement” between | 


principals expected before the post- | 
poned date rolls around. 

There is also little likelihood that 
Rand’s case will reach the calendar 
of Special Sessions until after the | 
Hammerstein matter is disposed of 
one way or another. 


Got Principal $67, Net; 
Grave-Lying All Wet 


Atiantic City, Aug. 12. 

Captain Jack Evans proved he 
knows his endurance business and 
also that the grave-lying racket is 
all soggy. The Captain came forth 
yesterday from his coffin six feet 
down in the sand at a Boardwalk 
amusement park, and after his 


bloated lips touched a glass of 
water asked: “How much was the 
gate?” 


The gate wasn’t so much, only 
$456 for the 7 days and 1 hour the 
Captain was underground. After 
park got its cut Evans only got $186 


for his share, 


George C. Dobbs, 39 years old, 
connected with the Komp Film 
Laboratories, 1600 Broadway, was 
freed in West Farms Court by Mag- 
listrate Abraham Rosenbluth. Dobbs 
was arrested during a raid in his 
laboratories by Charles S. Sumner, 
head of the Suppression of Vice So- 
ciety; Charles Bamberger, Sum- 
ner’s aide, and Detectives Bill Wit- 
tenberg and Lazarus Benjamin of 
Chief Inspector O’Brien’s staff. 

Dobbs lives at 375 Lafayette 
street, Grantwood, N. J. He is 
married and has a large family. 
Following the raid in his office, 


where the cops seized many alleged 
indecent films, they went to his 
home and in his garage, they as- 
serted, found 23 negatives of lewd 
pictures. These were seized. Many 
other films not indecent were stored 
in the garage. 

Sumner stated that the films 
jammed in the garage caused a fire 
hazard. When the New York raid 
was made, Wittenberg stated that 
efforts were made by employes to 
hide the films. Wittenberg stated he 
would make an entire seizure, thus 
inconveniencing Dobbs. It was then 
the alleged lewd films were turned 
over to him, averred the cops. 

The sleuths, by a pretext, gained 
admission. 


By Claude Binyon 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Ruth (Twaddle) Chatterton is 
five feet two inches tall and weighs 


110 lbs., set for a bath. She has 
laughing blue eyes, crackling brown 
hair and teeth that snap like irri- 
tated pearls at unfortunate flies. 
Ruth—or ‘Rut,’ as kids used to call 
her—was born in New York City of 
highly cultured parents. The un- 
earthly jargon she picked up in 
association with various neighbor- 
hood youngsters often threw her 
home into turmoil for days on end. 
There was the time, for instance, 
that she brought home a report of 
the latest neighborhood event. 
“Joe Tristilini,” she announced to 
her mother, “just got sentenced to 
fry. They caught him sinkin’ a 
chivvy in his old lady’s back for 
throwin’ prunes at him too often for 
breakfast. He wasn't goin’ to put it 
in writin’, but the bulls give him a 
rubdown he couldn't forget.” 

“My daughter!” cried Mother 
Chatterton, “you talk like the stock- 
yards.” 

“'Tain’t so,” retorted the kid, 
“You gotta be on your toes these 
days or they'll pin the Boston tea 
party on you. Look what happened 
to Ike Levanette. There was a guy 
just beatin’ up his own wife, not 
botherin’ nobody, and the gen- 
darmes put him in harness for six 
months because he didn’t know one 
hombre who could square the rap. 
Me! I'm different. I mix like gin- 
gerale. Everybody knows Twaddle 
Chatterton, the Manhattan Mael- 
strom.” 

Talked It Over 

But everybody didn’t know her 
for long. Several hours of serious 
conference in the Chatterton house- 
hold resulted in the Manhattan 
Maelstrom being shipped to Mrs, 
Hazen’s private school for boister- 
ous belles at Pelham Manor. Within 
a few years choice gutturals had 
been replaced by something known 
as English drawl, or a _ six-beat 
Australian crawl. 

The new collection of woids on 
stilts was too professional to be 
wasted. While spending the holi- 
days in Washington, D. C., she an- 
nounced herself as a class girl from 
England and got a job with a stock 
company as a Cockney maid. Her 
progress was called rapid by some 
critics and vapid by others. 

Playing the title role in “Daddy 
Long-Legs” eventually, Miss Chat- 
terton got both feet inside the door 
and became a recognized star. Her 
flowery speech made her a logical 


choice for such plays as “Mary 
tose,” “Magnolia Lady,’ ‘“Moon- 
light and Honeysuckle” and “The 


Jimmy Durante was 


” 


Pansy Hater.” 
the leading man in “Pansy Hater, 
but took the part so seriously he 
lost his looks and inflicted himself 
with the Curse of the Peacock 
Feathers, 

The Mysterious X 


When talking pictures blew in 
Miss Chatterton transferred her 
talents from stage to screen, losing 
only her s’s in the _ transition, 
Placed under contract by Para- 
muont, she started in “Sins of the 
Fathers,” a Jannings feature, and 
was recently in “Sarah and Son,” 
an industrial talker. Her most fa- 
mous role was as the unknown 
quantity in “Madame X.” 

In Hollywood Miss Chatterton is 
rarely seen. So many English 
drawls have cropped up she is 
spending long hours at home work- 
ing on a plan which she believes 
will upset the picture industry. 
Within a few months she will intro- 
duce her American twang. Then 
will come her Hungarian heave. 
And finally her Czecho chant. 

It’s that kind of a business. 


“hot film” for out of town salesman, 
Dobbs told Wittenberg he had noth- 
ing of that nature. It was then 
they began their own search. 
Dobbs denied he owned the films, 
He stated that some time ago a 
stranger came to his place and 
asked to have them developed. He 
declared that the stranger never 
returned, 
. Wittenberg told reporters that 
Dobbs told him that he had no newd 
pictures for hire, but kept a few 
for “his friends.’ Dobbs did some 
film work for the U. 8S. Government, 
Wittenberg told reporters, 
Magistrate Rosenbluth after many 


|adjournments cischarged Dobbs and 
They sought to hire aj|stated the officers were overzealous, 
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Broadway Chatter 


Con Conrad back from Holler- 
wood. 
Punkey Sadler has gone vaude. In 


the Billy Casey act. 


Bill Stephens, west coast rep for 
Sidney Phillips, is east. 

Jerry Cargill, hatless agent, has 
kept his coat. 

Harry Rosenthal’s new personal 
lyric, “Rosey needs a G.” 

Peter Higgins going to Bermuda, 
and with the missus. 

Zieggy is in his Canadian camp. 
Due back Monday. 

Lew Golder hosting for the moo 
at his Thousand Islands shack. 

Johnny Jol:nstone to Fire Island 
fvr a hot time. 

Kelcy Allen’s back from abroad. 
Got away with some difficulty. 

Bad news for the Noic2 Abate- 
nent Commish: Jimmy O'Neal back. 

Bootlegger, tasting a new brand 
of imported mineral water, said from 
force of habit: “It’s cut.” 

Paramount Publix during the hot 
weather, closed office on several of 
the hottest days at 3 p. m. 

The Pete Dixons have decided to 
piay 52 weeks in the Douglaston 
hut they engaged for a summer run. 

Loew’s, whose symbol is the par- 
rot, is selling canaries in the lobby 
of the State, 

Bob Broder of R-K-O legal dept. 
to Hollywood for a coupla weeks 
if not a coupla days. 

Preston Sturges, who wrote 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” once a fid- 
dler in a theatre orchestra. 

George Whiting flew in from 
Coast on visit. Planed back Mon- 
day. 

Falace stage entrance getting just 
teo ritzy. Last week Richman's 
IF, this week Jessel’s Rolls. 

An expected father by Christmas 
time is Val Lewton, Metro publicity 
writer. 

Tom Thumb golf has reached the 
talking short studios. Warners are 
producing “Tom Thumbs Down.” 

Sidney Skolsky’s told about his 
bum vacation. Maybe Winchell was 
right. 

Cecelia Loftus’s son Peter is in 
the box office at the Stockbridge, 
Mass., playhouse for the summer. 

Veree Teasdale is studying sing- 
ing. Hopes to «ppear in musicals 
with her husband, Bill O’Neal. 

Mrs. Mark Hellinger, besides writ- 
ing a good beauty col under her own 
name of Gladys Hand, seems to be 


No more nite clubbing for the 
sobbing kid. He’s gone married 
100%. Nice boy, too—once, 

Bill Weston, former Pan agent, is 
in for commercial work in Glens 
Falls, N. Y., for the winter. 

tuth Parks, formerly in the Roxy 
ballet, will wed Raymond Smith, 
non-pro, in Norwalk, Conn., Aug. 21. 

The 5c hamburger showing up 
around New York in white stands 
is double opposition to hot dogs. 

Marvin Schenck has had so many 
pecple doubt him, he’s sorry he 
niade that hole in one at Glen Oaks. 

Samuel Shipman and John B. 
Hymer are at Lakewood working on 
a new play. 

“Too normal to be a character in 
this book” is Garrett Graham’s 
autograph message for Al Selig, on 
a copy of “Queer People.” 

Carroll F. Pierce resigned as p. a. 
for Guy Lombardo. Bernard Mc- 
Devitt, Fred Waring’s Boswell, 
probably succeeding. 

McGushion Twins learning the 
night watchman system of sleep- 
ing since opening at the Club 
Abbey. 

Ted Healy returned to New York 
with his flock of stooges Monday 
after completing “Soup to Nuts” for 
Fox on the coast. 


Col. Leslie R. Naftzger, American 
attorney, practicing in Paris, will 
make his annual return trip to this 
side Sept. 4 on the “Ile de France.” 
Cammie Diamond (Four Dia-4 
monds) won the motor launch race 
for girls on the St. Lawrence River. 
Course was about four miles. 

The big clock, part of a sign at 
47th street, facing the square, miss- 
ing several months, is back. Oppo- 
sition is the Paramount tower. 

Henry, the Hotel Ambassador's 
(L. A.) crack maitre d’hotel, is tak- 
ing his vacation on Manhattan 
Island. 

‘Camilla Crume is making a talk- 
ing short at Warners’ Brooklyn stu- 
dio with Andrew Tombes. Called 
“Knocking ’Em Dead.” 

Arthur Goodrich, with the Lake- 
wood Players at Skowegan, Me., has 
finished a play entitled “Sara 
Anna.” 

Ruth Etting palling around with 
the flowers, the bees, the birds and 
the trees at uncle's farm near David 
City, Neb., for vacation. 


eats. 


Mrs. Jimmie Gillespie, Patricia G. 
and Mrs. Sully, mother of the Sully 


a@ peach cook. Mark has gained 30 
pounds staying home testing her 


vaude family, to Milwaukee by car 
in former's new Auburn. This, after 
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THEATRES 


8TH MONTH 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A, E. Matthews 
PIL AYHOUS 48th St., E. of Bway. Fves. 
8:50. Mts. Wed. & Sat., 2:30 


The Theatre Guild Presents 
THE NEW 


Garrick Gaieties 


Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.00 
GUILD THEATRE 


52ND ST., W. OF B’WAY 
8:30. Mats. Thurs & Sat., 2: 


Evgs. 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 


EIGHTH EDITION ALL NEW 
66 Glittering Scenes—1,000 Laughs 
Herb WILLIAMS—Jimmy SAVO—Jack BENNY 
A Cast of {50 and the 
Most Beautiful Girls in the World 
462 Good Balcony Seats at $1.00 


NEW AMSTERDAM THEA., W. 42d St. 
Nightly and Popular Mats. WED. and SAT. 


1ith MONTH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Preston Sturges’ Famous Comedy 
with TULLIO CARMINATI 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 
This Attraction Never at Cut Rates 
AVON THEATRE, West 45th Street. 
Eves.8:50. Mats. Thurs.& Sat,2:30 
(Theatre Cooled by Iced Air) 


Joan CRAWFORD 


2nd WEEK tN 
“Our Blushing Brides” 
Stage Show 


Bunchuk’s Back Again 
COOL 
B’WAY 
5ist ST. 
R O xX Y 50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 
of S. L. Rothafel (ROXY) 
O 2nd WEEK 


All-Talking Movietone Drama 


COMMON CLAY 


with Constance Bennett, Lew Ayres 


“LA TICKERA,” opera. Irving Caesar 
and large cast Brilliant Stage Features 
with Roxy Symphony Orchestra, Ballet, 


Roxyettcs—C horus—Soloists. 


RKO—Always a Good Show 


00 
GEORGE JESSEL 
HARRIET HOCTOR 
BURNS and ALLEN 
BILL ROBINSON 
ADELAIDE HALL 


R-K-0 NEAR 


Wednesday to Friday, Aug. 13 to 15 
ap Who Got Smart! 


AS 
« FALL GUY 
“with JACK MULHALL 
6—R-K-0 ACTS—6 
COR 


DAVID BELASCO presents 


DANCING PARTNER 


A New Comedy 
with Lynne Overman, trene Purcell 
Henry Stephenson, 
Charlotte Granville 


BELASCO THEATRE 


West 44th St. Mats. Thurs. & Sat. 


Wednesday to Friday, Aug. 13 to 15 
A Sap Who Got Smart! 


FALL GUY 


with JACK MULHALL 


LOUISE GROODY and NEVILLE 


FLEESON—FRANK GABY—0Ot hers 


swearing off on long-distance motor 
hops. 

Pony golf opposftion in sections {is 
knocking off prices. Here and there 
it’s 25c a round for 18 holes. Prob- 
ably pooling next and then merg- 
ing. 

Bookies admit to some winning 
days at Saratoga. But squawk, 
saying horse players who used to 
bet hundreds on a race, are wager- 
ing mere 20’s. 

June Etau, a Guinan girl, hurt 
her ankle getting out a taxi, so she 
says. Away from the road house 
show without permission, June goes 
back when the taxi recovers. 

M. S. Bentham has purchased a 
$38,000 Deisel engine yacht for Ro- 
land West, coast producer. Mike 
will navigate it to the West Coast 
during February. 

Over 250,000 people of Sundays 
are at Long Beach these days, 
rather unusual especially for Aug- 
ust, when this same bunch usually 
went to Saratoga or elsewhere but 
with market conditions have been 
kept in town. 

It’s a break for the beach and the 
rest of Long Island. 


Chatter in Loop 


Charlie Hogan still nursing that 
beautiful pompadour. 

Will Singer, manager of the 
State-Lake, driving a new Cad, 

The William Hoy Pines sunburn- 
Ming at Lake Lauderdale, Wis. 

Roy .Calver, B. & K. p. a., doing 
nicely with a deep case of blisters. 

Max Turner claiming the city’s 
title as a golf dub. 

Ben Bernard’s California pan 


smiling on Randolph street. 

Trucks passing out free gate 
ducats to White City. 

The Bob Nolans now apartment- 
ing on North Dearborn. 

Chick Castle still the sartorial 
swank of the music men. 

Ralph Kettering eased off 15 
pounds. 

It was Gene Murphy, they say, 
who first uttered the phrase, “The 
Great Salkin.” 

Sam Roberts commutes to Geneva, 
Wis., every Thursday, and won't 
wear a hat. 

Col. Bill Roche acquiring another 
pooch, to guard his office in the 
Selwyn. 

They are now talking baseball in 
the Green Grill, and the Cubs are 
blooey, says Lou Lipstone. 

Al Zimmey is taking his vacation 
m. c’ing at Barron’s Resort in South 
Haven. 

Frederick Donaghey carries two 
pipes, smoking 25 pipefuls a day 
some days. 

Emo Orowitz introduced to the 
mysteries of Chi speaks, but had 
Morgan Ames as bodyguard. 

Katherine Krug (Mrs. Ashton 
Stevens) again engaged as leading 
woman for the Goodman rep. 

Jim Petrillo, president of the mu- 
sicians’ union, is an uncle of Earl 
Mastro, the fighter. 

James Coston, now the local 
Warner: operator, still setting rec- 


ords on New York jumps and 
return. 

Siegfried Wagener, dram critic 
for the Deutsche “Abendpost,” 


whiling away the summer on the 
courthouse beat. 

Carol Frink, round-cheeked film 
critic of the “Examiner,” to Holly- 
wood to find out if it’s true what 
the passing through stars say. 

Tommy Sacco, now an agent, has 
had his car swiped three times in 
two months. But the cops always 
manage to find it. : 

silly Weinberg has left the frau 
to run the agency while he runs to 
New York to stage a vaude come- 
back. 

Bruce Gallup and Jack Pegler 
were in the Loop last week doing 


special exploitation for United 
Artists. 
All R-K-O divisional directors 


who attended the convention here 
lived at the Drake but held their 
sessions in the Sherman bungalow. 
Benny Meroff haled into court for 
not getting a dog license, but won 
the decision when he proved he 
hasn’t owned a hound in two years. 
All the agents suddenly pals of 
Max Richard. Richard is a mem- 
ber of the Covenant Club and can 
hand out guests cards, free, to the 
club’s cool swimming pool. 
Arlington Race track played to 
more people in its 30-day stay than 
any other track in the country. 
Estimated the track drew over 500,- 
000. 
_Loren Carol, author of “Wild 
Onions,” another fierce Chicago 
warfare novel, is a mild-mannered, 
quiet little fellow who can still be 


Chatter in London 


Maurice Browne flinging lunches. 

Alban Conway says he's got “it.” 

Charles Courtneidge, back from 
the States. 


Janet Megrew getting her photo 
around places, 

Billy Merson’s finances read like 
a British talker unit. 

Gerald duMaurier and Gladys 
Cooper one-acting. 

Skyscrapers for London if exist- 
ing regulations are altered. 

Now he’s a talker director, Don- 
ald has sprouted side whiskers. 

John Longden has lost his blonde 
locks, 

Harry Lachman most modest of 
directors. Won't take curtain calls. 

Granville Barker and Laurence 
Hausman exchanging bouquets. 

Peter Godfrey has talker tech- 
nique. 

Joyce Kennedy has drink and dope 
roles. 

Cedric Belfrage’s flower button- 
holes. 

Donovan Pedelty, film scribe, gets 
to Hollywood shortly. 

Dorothy Seacombe 
around with critics. 

Every English vaudevillian has 
one ambition—to get to Broadway. 

Oak Room gradually replacing 
Jones’ as actors’ eatery. 

Gus Van interested in English 
songs for his new single. 

A. C. Astor vacationing in Sussex. 
First novel due soon. 

Mona Grey tripping round the 
provincial centers. 

Vaudeville club burgled 
Happens twice yearly. 

Seven Step is another effort to 
knock the fox trot over. 

Hugh Wakefield following Owen 
Nares in “Desire.” 

Henrietta Watson toying with 
lai yngitis. 

Wee Georgie Wood is interesting 
himself in audience psychology. 

George Robey, Teddy Brown, and 
Jock McKay at the Holborn to- 
gether. 

Phyllis Konstam, film player, run- 
ning round with H. W. Austin, the 
tennis fiend. 

Gladys Frazin has a new hair set- 
ting. Looks like elongated eye- 
lashes. 

Kimberly and Page riding in an 
eight-cylinder car, driven by a 
chauffeur. 

Irwin Dash, besides being pro. 
mgr. for Lawrence Wright, now 
handling mechanical department. 

Prospect the B.B.C. may sanc- 
tion political broadcasts makes life 
even worse for the listener. 

Pat O’Connor, Par’s press chief, 
this town’s leading authority on 
taxi meters. 

Donald Calthrop fancies himself 
as a dinner speaker. Alone he 
stands. 

Leslie Henson doesn’t like his own 


is tripping 


again. 


seen supervising the stock ticker 
on the markets’ desk of the ‘‘Post.” 
Jack Hess and Bill Adler stayed 
up nights in order to impress the 
New York R-K-O contingent with 
some flashy house front displays, 
only to have the first mid-summer 
windstorm ruin the flock. 


Al Shorr, who paints, has been 
parking paints and using just a 
smock in the hot spell. Pants bandit 
dropped in, and Shorr has to call 
on Monte Brooks to hike home for 
another suit. Panic in Woods build- 
ing was that anybody should have 
two suits. 

When Sam Ohnstein, wealthy en- 
graver, found out Paramount had 
bid for his son Irving, who'll be 
known as Tony Owen, he offered 
to put the kid in the $10,000 class 
to keep him away. The boy once 
graced the U. of Chicago quad- 
rangle, 

Mabelle Phillips, former vaude 
performer, and wife of Joe Cody, 
agent, traveled out to Le Bec, Calif., 
to attend family reunion, with show 
people plenty in evidence. In the 
family are Mrs. Steve Green, legit 
and pictures; Lottie Mayer, Mrs. 
Harry Behrel. 


J. J. Hess’ first name is Jacques. 
He was born in England, studied 
medicine for two years in King’s 
Hospital, and later landed in the U. 
S., broke. He eats for two people 
and collects first editions for his 
double-decked studio apartment on 
Chicago avenue. 

Loop traditions: Will Singer is the 
first to arrive and last to leave the 
State-Lake; Max Balaban flies to 
Detroit every Monday; Milo Bennett 
lunches regularly at the Press Club; 
Henri Ellman loses every bet he 
makes; Joe Abramson knows the 


talker voice. 
critics, 

Rodney Ackland, silly enough to 
write plays, is described by the 
Chatterers as intelligent. 

Bart’s Hospital here has Ameri. 
can ideas about raising charity 
dough. 

With Swaff continuing his Pash 
for lower theatre prices, Baughan 
and Agate are clamoring for better 
plays. 

Jack Yellen digging in Lawrence 
Wright’s cellar for old English 
songs. He discovered some twenty 
years old. 

Idea of a theatre guild at the 
Little here gives no idea of the 
seating capacity most theatre guilds 
could do without this side. 

So many deadheads gatecrash 
British International trade shows 
most of the newspaper men have to 
be accommodated in overflow shows, 

A. W. Bascomb gets a part as the 
world’s worst conjuror. Surprise 
here it wasn’t given to some of our 
real pro magicians. 

This is the Silly Season here, 
Nothing is likely to happen until the 
fall. People are still paying last 
year’s income tax. 

Most of the London papers are 
laying off legman wholesale. It is 
no use keeping go-getters who have 
nothing to go-get. 

Charles Graves of the “Mail” 
doesn’t like the expression “okey,” 
no one having applied it to his 
column, 

Necking along the heath roads at 
Hampstead has been stopped. Puts 
an end to this town’s most pic- 
turesque frail parade. 

Gipsy Rhoumaje sprained ankle 
through anxiety to learn all the cir- 
cus tricks. Couldn’t get together 
with the horse, 

Fact the late Poet Laureate left 
$30,000 has made some of the out of 
work space hounds reckon they 
might start qualifying for the next 
vacancy. 

Palladium back-stage accidents 
this week. Seymour Hicks tore foot 
ligament. Claude Hulbert strained 
heart muscle. Paul England fainted 
on stage. Mrs. Pete Michon was 
hurt by som thing crashing on her, 
hubby also hurting his chin during 
a fali. Barry and Whitledge, on the 
bill, touch wood every time they gu 
near the place and have so far es- 
caped injury. 


BUMP READERS SWARM 
TO 8TH AND 9TH AVE. 


Within the past month more than 
100 phrenologists have opened 
stores on 8th and 9th avenue. On 
some blocks as many as five. 


Captain Louis Dittman, when 
boss of the West 47th street station, 
weeded them out of the precinct 
What has brought them back is @ 
mooted question. 


The windows bear large signs 
welcoming women and men inside. 
The women readers are. dark 
skinned and unkempt. Invariably 4 
young girl is seated in a chair at 
the door in her Oriental dress with 
breast partially exposed. 


Several years ago complaints 
poured into the police about these 
places and a drive was made on 
them, when they began their trek 
to other parts. 


Anticipating 


DEAUVILLE’S BAD SEASON 


Newsree!l Beach Clips Misleading 
Unseasonable Weather 


Paris, Aug. 2. 

Business in Deauville is terrible, 
owing to the unseasonable weather. 
Newsreels taken on a sunny day 
and showing crowds on the beach 
are misleading exceptions. 

Casino attendance is of the thin- 
nest. 

Attempting to chisel a litt! xtra 
revenue, the casino management 
spent $3,000 on curtains to cut off 
the room where acts are shown and 
dance music played from the other 
attractions such as “Boule.” En- 
trance to the casino, previously en- 
titling patrons to free dance and 
show, was supplemented by “Con- 
sommation Obligatoire,” meaning 
that admission to the dance and 
show could only be obtained bY 
buying drinks. 

Idea was a flop and old system 
restored. 


Ramer Reviews getting out 4 new 


most film people; Freddy Rosenthal 


has toast and coffee for breakfast. 


Natalie Mes- 


mag, “Wow,” which 
senger will edit. 
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Easy Columnizing — Bernstein Hopped Up |MANAGERIAL ERROR 
Four Arrested at Manhattan BEAT KID CHOCOLATE 
' By Champ Chairsitter Towers—One Man Held (Continued from page 53) ‘ 
Detective Walter Mitchell of In- conn genre eek English Kid Berg Earned Ver 
. 
mers and Hunt got a last half in Flushing for saving 10 | SPector McCormick's staff raided a| 
In 1930, Sum “crap” game on one of the upper : I ee ve dict in Fast Fight—Kept 
es. floors of the Manhattan Towers, wo an iree days ata time, aS im 
1910, Minnie Manslaughter got two weeks at Hammerstein's for |, stout anyway, sitting there in Leading and Boring in 
her husband roadway and 76th street. Mitchell, h 
shooting with several other detectives, seized front parior wondering Wiy 
oral: Trade in your agent for a gun. those horses would never run the 7 : = 
Inm four men. th th A managerial error appears to 
The defendants gave their names | W@Y ey snouid, i 
The two classes most sorely affected by the heat this summer are| a, jacob selina? ae 2110 West.|the world as though I was washed have swayed a good parwon a 
the farmers and the acrobats. bury Court, New Rochelle, operator | UP @t last, and after my experience. the three-quarters we anaited Polo 
of the game, said the cops; Charles Wires by Phone Grounds attendance Thursday night 
Maybe it would be more pleasant if most, if not all, of Rudy Vallee’s | Herman, 38, 150 Alder street, Mt. “This heat gets some people, and |into a belief that Kid Chocolate won 
tmitators would sing into the big end of the megaphone. Vernon; Charles Glucksman, 36, 377|it makes them dull, but it smarted/on points over English Kid Berg in 
Montgomery street, Jersey City,and|me up one afternoon. With no|inejr 10-round glove battle. Berg 
-pippy News From Delirious Correspondents Samuel Goldberg, 47, of 711 Ave. A,| money to buy anything and nothing 
Back Bend, Ind.—Barney Dean canceled by management after first Brooklyn. to do, Istarted to read the telephone tha 
snow at the Auditorium. Barney fell asleep in the middle of a nip-up. Reiben was held for trial. The|book. I had hardly got into it when hud tacked Ga ae the ecleeel ban 
others were discharged by Magis-|I read: ‘Send your wires by phone.’ y g 
cape Cod, Mass.—Claude F. Sneerpan, manager of the Low Gross, | tate Geor from Cuba. 
the New York booking office he couldn't play “that perch act.”| ‘The error was either Chocolate’s 
“ sines set without a overhead,|_. ° 
pride,” read the rest of his wire, “would prefer one using manager's, or both. iit was 
train menced to itch. Just sore because I | permitting ocoiate a pounds 
Herring, Cal.—Oscar Affirmative, stuttering yes man with Stu- : i 
Terra had never read that book before,|to go up against a handicap of nine 
pendous Pictures, fired on the spot for hissing his superiors. “I w-w-w- = and what could I do? pounds and the fighting machine 
was only s-S-S-Saying yessss,” moaned Oscar. W k; Will M rrl “I aint as young now and thinking |named Berg. The weight may have 
Goldstein, Nev.—Sam Pretzel, “The Man Who Wrestles With Him- or 0 ssey up a new racket is harder work | counted the most against Chocolate. 
gelf,” fined $50 and suspended 60 days by the State Athletic Commis- Tells Court on $79 Bill _— = wae to be for F agen But| Nine pounds is an abnormal ad- 
sion for participating in a fixed bout. Gamblers alleged to have bribed muff | vantage in the low scaling. When 
gam’s bad habit to throw the match to his better self. ee pane Hy ae ae a fighter at 124 believes he can give 
ead. 404 “I owe the Hotel Belvedere $40 f With the heat and me thinking, I| away nine pounds, he might assure 
owe otel Belvedere |commenced to grow dizzy. There I 
Small theatres out in Iowa way are accepting spinach, eggs and other | rent and incidentals. But I cer-|could use the phone and telegraph ~<partiga rare age that it's a ci 
farm products in lieu of the regular admish. It ought to last until as — nothing, because you 
allege. red a worthless radio|know me an ills, bu couldn't pal -re 
some one hands a loose tomato through the box office window and asks , 
from them, but the dang thing |get into a dough channel. Though | Berg. 
ier change. wouldn’t work. everyone has gone bust, posenwh | * At distance sparring there’s no 
“M favorites, the ‘ ei Md Ways some mugg money around, arison. 
Things are tough and conditions pretty bad, but that guy, “One to ¥ Nit-Wits,’ I] now that much, and I gays: ‘Free- | (O™mParison Chocolate is a lithe, 
was unable to get on the machine ; ’ adept boxer and probably with a 
Fill,” is still playing plenty of theatres.” th ted I ree man, if you can’t fit yourself into , Wl p ~ th 1 
, ey rented me. I was to give $45|this situation, then you'd better | PUnch. hatever punch the col- 
if the machine worked. It didn’t, so|keep right on starving and let it}ored lad had was wasted on the 
“Don’t take it so hard,” said Moe, the agent, to his stenographer after|]~ qon’t owe them for the hire of | wind up that way.’ I got so des-|English boy. In the third round 
informing her of a 25% salary cut. the radia,” declared Will Morris- |perate that I thought of going up|those on the east side of the ring 
“Just make believe you’re playing Spokane, Seattle and Vancouver.” | sey, producer-actor, in West Side saw Chocolate land five consecutive 
_——- Court on the charge of defrauding |JUS*, 5° would chisel a little at| heavy face blows, rights and lefts, 
Questions and Questionable Answers the hotel out of $79.52, for room, least for ad on the way out. mostly to the chin, Berg kept right 
When I bend over for my eighth or ninth bow at the conclusion of my | board and incidentals. . ast Panhandlers on boring in. It was like throwing 
act, the blood always rushes to my head. How can I avoid that? Morrissey was arrested by War- m., aint certain what it was, but|a pea at an elephant. 
H: Oofer. |rant Officer Dan Fisher of the be Berg Kept on Going 
- Ans.: Your trouble probably lies in the strenuous manner in which| West Side Court. Morrissey is said en sete aur mest. wae e While Chocolate out-boxed Berg 
you do your act. There is no doubt but that you work too hard. Would | to have ignored several summonses. says, ‘that’s it. Go after this one, standing off, the Cuban got but few 
recommend that you eliminate everything in your act but the bows. He came to court accompanied by | but gently, bo, gently.’ chances at that. Berg was always 
is Rttorney, Joseph Butler. The| “So here's what I done I got up| Chocolate and ail ove the 
dy Rogers? | @tter entered a plea of not guilty. list of everybody I knew who in 
How can I get a photograph of my suppressed Joseph H. Drennan, house officer|their worst days used to make 
* lof the Belvedere, West 48th street, | touches. I had a list, too, and most | *©P* S0!ns in, 
an inexpensive hammer. You'll find any number of his photos in the sey. The date that Morrissey is al- |i" the big sugar. I don’t go after it with his extra weight until Choco- 
by. Hel ourself. sey. y i too strong at first. I jus late found himself tiring and hold- 
theatre lobby leged to have incurred the bill is rat. 2 just make out 
from Jan. 2, 1929. until March 12 about 10 wires to fellows I know a pace had to tell, for it was 
My partner and I do a casting act. The other day I was half way | widgie Miller, Morrissey’s wife, did }tonthyrng aance po tay poe 4 ponelene. fast all of the time, and the lighter 
through a 20-foot leap before noticing that my partner had gone around | not come to court. who they touched man was the first to feel it. At = 
ad. finish Berg wasn’t even breath 
the corner for a cup of coffee. Luckily, I landed on my head. But . Graf Gives Bail The wires ran this way, all about | hard pare petal vd pare oped 
s é orrissey was unperturbed about/|the same: ‘Sorry to have to remind | ; ics fat 
that occur again something more serious might happen How can Morri turbed about | th ‘Sorry tha 
teach him a lesson? Flying Finnegan. his arrest. When he was taken to | you, but I'm in bad shape now, and | frst given against the Havana crack 
Ans.: Tell your partner that when he drinks coffee you can’t sleep|the West 47th street police station it vues Ecre return that fifty from /in 169 fights. 
nights. Indie Less. |Jimmy Graf, surety broker, who | ‘© © a ry While the intial defeat for Choco- 
dropped plenty of kale in the col- ot Answers late, his record of never going off 
What is interchangeability? lapse of “Mystery Moon,” posted “Out of the first 10 wires I got|his feet remains unbroken. Not a 
Ans.: This department closed for the day just a split second before | bail for Morrissey. three answers. Two had the fifty | knockdown by either. 
your question arrived. Morrissey said he had demanded gach and the other said the 10 en-| Perhaps the betting pointed most 
‘ oan a thorities and they refused to sub- ies was about even for one of the bes 
Fox Buys Porter’s 16 MM Home Rights.—‘Variety. mit. “And: wet atin wilt da. ‘Freeman,’ I says, ‘you’re work-|and fastest fights in New York in 
Oke with Mrs. Porter? f ie t net dded ing again.’ And, boy, what I did to|a long while. One of those very few 
use to pay m, e added. that phone for seven days, because | where no frame was alleged nor be- 
Only a short while ago Midgie | with this gag you can work Sunday, |lieved, and without the gamblers 
$ Miller was summoned to West Side | too. doing a clean-up. 
Court by Reene Cartier, an artist “How did I come out? Kid, I’m It was in the third round that 
oun e quare model. Miss Cartier, blonde and|just starting. This racket can go|{Chocolate first made a flash. He 
pretty, came to West Side Court|on forever. The more I get, the did it again in the ninth. In des- 
get, A 4 
and got a summons for Midgie, whom | More I think, and the more I think, - 
(Continued from page 52) she charged with punching her in|the more I get, in names and sugar. a pe gpcpeit ae See eae 
tell booze stories, amongst others, about splitting up couple, making bums | the eye. “It's coming so good, I send the | jy, the last two rounds never lasted 
of others, etc. One recent story mentions an entire orchestra went The action was withdrawn by jack ae — office and Pay | beyond the first half of each. That 
Wrong on liquor, But boys will be boys when the dames are around. Miss Cartier. Her attorney told re- paved penypet soke dona aids tnt tenn desperate finishing rally may have 
starte el. All painted, and I took the car out]... 
A $90,000 Loser Morrissey is producing “Hot|of hock for a paint, too. ee So 
Saratoga’s. gambling joints hold relative positions for their table | Rythm,” colored show. He resides|at this suit. Don’t that tell you "Ad tire oth, hows 1 a 
thine? nes both stood up an 
Playing amongst the August track crowd. A couple are the recog-|at 141 West 47th street. anything? slugged, with Chocolate knowing 
nized class spots. These expect big plays and consequently big win- His hearing will be held this “If you get one of the wires, for-; what he was doing. Berg just 
tings. The latter they know will happen somehow, despite any dull- | week in West Side Court. get io a ray I must akg hess My slammed in those moments, going 
mistake, u you're on 1e «list,|/to his usual clinch and in- i- 
aces in the shade rath é ee “fle 
a : » iv , £ 3s why suc :| FOX LEADS LEAGUE: Kid, do you know how long I|must be quite discouraging to slam 
a play that seldom means big money. That is why such a place ’ had to live before thinking of that|a@ guy around as Chocolate did at 
Saratoga which made a single winning from a horseman in its first one? The market! That’s gam-|times to Berg, with the slammed 
Week of this season of $90,000 in one evening brought more talk than 8 GAMES WON, 1 LOST bling, bo. This stuff is sure-fire,|one apparently not noticing it. And 
8Uch an occurrence in the classier casinos up there would create. The Tell the boys and say i want lists.| probably just as _ disspiriting to 
$90,000 loser is not only a stable owner but has other lines of business. Them dough getters now who was|have one’s body chopped up and 
His large one-night deficit never bothered him. But it made the house Fox has won the pennant in the|bums before dare glad to pay off,| down, as Berg did to the Chocolate. 
fee! hunky-dory and set it for the entire month, with all employees picture baseball league with eight —_— Ban them anyway, and they Palys made it a on ‘a "ale 
u , raeylarly. | ames won and one lost. dont know. of action every minute, for Berg 
because it removed any doubt r Beating “They don’t know, Kid. That's it.”|never stopped. 
ass sy Iz rhe s os Sg rerhear g 
OW much h ah a 000 was the ty.’ moved up to a stronger second, with Top ringside $13. Ringside seats 
Gas or Pre rs ould make out a check for. Piehee: ri M p ie .¢ | Six games won and three lost. Co- Pat Harmon Died Broke: were only laid out to about the cen- 
= | scoreé il the seventh F h Be f > rears were empty, with 
Stend. Don’t worry over that,” said the owner, “it’s the best break ig ne it In ept. patches in the grandstands. Bleach- 
nd ad we could have gotten. That will spread and bring in business. ae : ers packed at $1.10 and $3.30. Gross 
We couldn't have had it better if we had framed it.” er ee eee of around $140,000. 
Nevertheles : ’ ae _, | played, between Columbia and War- Chicago, Aug. 12 New York’s Harlem sent a heavy 
With a big loss here or a moderate winning there, | ner this to wind up the season Sat-| patrick (“Paddy" |contingent of blacks to watch the 
toga knows there have been several market breaks since last sum- |) atrick (“Paddy”) Harmon, who |) itie. Th: 4 neonle preé- 
Mer urday (16) at the Catholic Protec sromoted the $7,000.01 yattle. That the colored people pres 
fetes and that some of its best previous customers have temporarily tory. That remains as the Warners’ a rove e i” ape 000,000 Chicago ent kept quiet after the decision, on 
bust. Stadium, himself putting in $500,000, | the stands and on the way out, was 
only chance to avoid a blank, having | gjeg ‘ r, 
led a poor man. The directors of |one of the best signs that Choco- 
lost to date every game of the eight | tne Stadium contrit ; A 
§ i yuted to the fu- |late’s own race thought the verdict 
Stille Act COPPERS AS FRIENDS played. Columbia won three and} jpora) expenses, a fair one. 
y; or dropped five. Plans are being made for a Har-| _J0€ Humphries gave first aid to 
par the squawkers by making a false 
St. Paul, Aug. 12. mon benefit fight to be held in Sep- 
(Continu d d M emt Stadi move toward Chocolate after pick- 
eo pape 58) “St. Paul police are your friends” ta lum-varden erge the | ing up the slips from the judges and 
identified the trio asserted proceeds to go to Harmon’s widow. fere H hrie “ned atk t 
Tinzi, Po); . ” signs put up last week on all roads cient Harmon, before trying the 8 referee, umphries turned abou 
jean Clice officials were noti- ; : » before trying the Sta-|/upon discovering his mistake and 
and the shields taken from the | into city. Chicago, Aug. 12. dium, operated two highly success- |held up Berg’s hand. One of the 
— cops. They were summarily The coppers handed all tourists According to reports the Chicago |ful dancehalls. As director of the |judges and the referee on sn 
Pended by De 5 a..”|Stadium and the N. Y. Madison |stadium he brought in six-day bike |the Englishman; the other judge 
puty Commissioner “ ur service” | ©tadiu 5 ay DI 
Ruttenberg. = |Sauare Garden may shortly merge. | races and managed some of the Chocolate, 
Stilley fought so bitterly that pledge togethe~ with officers name.) two auditoriums find them-|arena’s biggest events. After be- |, 
My ose Was forced to use the butt Civic association paid for the | selves bidding against each other jing ousted from the auditorium, he | pair in higl 4 n 1 ti at nine-pound 
S revolver over his head. j for fistic events, ran for sheriff but was defeated. Veaw: vill be ever his Al alibi. 
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The Parisian Front 
By Christine 


Paris Aug. 2. 

There's a heavy barrage of steady 
fashion fire across the Parisian 
front at the moment and a solid 
squadron of mannequins. One style 
editor after the other is falling un- 
der the strain of three and some- 
times four collections a day. 

‘However, their public must be 
served and they revive for a few 
minutes every night to produce a 
snappy article. 

Lucien Lelong, with much fanfare 
and formality, opened his house the 
other evening to a reception of all 
the society in town (not much of it 
here at the moment) and all the 
fashion editors, artists and im- 
portant people. Patou will do the 
same the end of this week and 
Worth the end of next. Meantime 
the other houses parade their man- 
nequins during the day at any time 
from 10:30 to 5. Openings are in- 
vitation affairs with reserved seats, 
flowers, music, food and champagne 
with the new styles. 


As the first mannequin comes in 
with the frock that gives the in- 
itial hint as to line, color, length 
and trimming, everyone leans for- 
ward a little. There is that sick- 
ening hush that a first night holds 
for the poor wretch at the back of 
the theatre who only wrote the 
play. 

The dressmaker showing his col- 
lection must feel about the same 
way. 

Sisters With Money 

Boue Soeurs on the Champs 
Elysees is run by two flamboyant 
sisters who apparently have a lot 
of money. They opened with ex- 
pensive flowers, soft music and a 
bunch of beautiful mannequins and 
closed with a buffet spread that 
even included cafe filtre. Their 
clothes, however, were really, to 
say the least, unique among all the 
fashions seen so far. They go in 
for embroidery in a big way, and 
must have a whole convent. full of 
nuns embroidering for them. Ex- 
quisitely too. But one could only 
wear their frocks t- a costume ball, 
or in a play or vaudeville skit that 
counted on startling clothes to get 
it over. 

Such extreme styles, my dears! 
Some of the evening gowns had a 
couple of stuffed birdies (pigeon 
size, actually) perched on_ the 
Shoulder; and there were lattice 
back decolletes made out of yards 
of silver ribbon. Thousands of pink, 
blue, red and yellow rosebuds were 
strewn thither and yon on some 
of these gay evening affairs. One 
could always count on a stream of 
satin ribbon lopping along the 
ground somewhere to the side of 
the gown for no apparent reason. 

The dresses were very long, of 
course, and some so tight they re- 
called the old hobble skirt days. 
Other skirts were slit wickedly up 
one side or in the back to a dashing 
degree. As a contrast, there were 
billowy models of organdie, taffeta 
and lace, embroidery, rosebud or 
ribbon encrusted, as the case might 
be. 

Titles 

These innocent confections bore 
such names as “The First Kiss,” 
or the “Maiden’s First Ball,” “Ador- 
able Moment” or “Chaste Kiss.” To 
break the monotony there were 
siren’s robes so tight you could 
scarcely breathe, showing every 
curve and dimple within the limits 
of decency. These were called for 


instance, “Kiss of Fire,” “Desirous 
Moment,” “Certain Success,” “In- 
fidelity,” “Futuristic Allure” (what- 
ever that is), “Secret Desire,’ and 
others equally French and pas- 
sionate. The Boue sisters certainly 
have limitless imaginations. 

As to practical styles, Jane 


Regny, in private life Madame J. C. 
Balouzet-Tillard de Tigny, has 
supremely good taste. For morn- 
ing or early afternoon Wear there 
were delicious ensembles of either 
dress and long coat or tiny jackets 
of soft interwoven materials with 
a plain blouse of fine light jersey, 
and a skirt the same as the jacket. 
Both ensembles were nearly always 
belted with wide patent leather or 
soft kid belts. Waistline remains 
an important part of the silhouette 
although dropped a tiny bit lower 
than last year. 

However, for the suffering ma- 
tronly figures, dieting on lettuce for 
some time now, there are various 
deceptive gadgets in the new styles 
that may serve to conceal those ful- 
some curves. 

Squaring Those Hips 
The tight hip line is this year 


skirt and drops much lower in the 
back than in the front. Blouses 
have little flounces and draperies, 
and the long skirts are fairly wide 
with panels and godets so that you 
no longer have to bear that an- 
guishing pulle d-in-so-tight-that- 
you-could-scream look to be fash- 
ionable. 

Although the laurels go to black 
as to color, there are also a great 
many softer dark colors that are 
particularly flattering. Deep blues, 
soft wine reds, warm browns and 
a few greys. 

Pajamas 
Give one big hooplah for pa- 
jamas. Just the thing for that in- 
timate little tea, and they will go 
over even better for the equally 
intimate dinner. They’re elaborate 
but oh, my, how seductive. Getting 
so popular, pretty soon poor, mere 
man will have to wear skirts or a 
burnous in order not to look fem- 
inine. 
George Clisbee, the successful 
commercial artist, came dashing up 
to Paris recently to meet his sister, 
Elsie Frazee—Harry’s ffirst wife. 
They gave a theatre party at the 
Folies Bergere the other night, 
from where they wandered over to 
Bricktop’s, then the Russian Casa- 
nova Club and finally wound up at 
the Paris Markets. 
Rex Ingram, practically always 
accompanied by a plump and pretty 
young blonde thing, seems to be 
resting at Juan-les-Pins. 


Rosie Dolly was in a party at the 
Casino at Juan-les-Pins not long 
ago with Gilbert Roland and the 
Baron and Baroness de Graffenried 
and also Norma Talmadge, who is 
getting sunburned down there be- 
fore returning to Paris. 


JUSTIFICATION FOR 
STARS’ TEMPERAMENT 


Two capable heroines wasted on 
the desert air of as many border 
stories clowning under the titles of 
“Wings of Adventure” and “The 
Lonesome Trail.” 


The vivacious Armida, who might 
be called the Floyd Gibbons of the 
screen (she must beat his record of 
300 words a minute), and that de- 
pendable Virginia .Browne Faire. 
Both these well knowns have been 
satisfactory as the cause of count- 
less cases of heart trouble, but they 
were badly cheated in these film 
flats. 


If either had temperament over 
the fourth-class material, she was 
entirely within her rights. 


Players really should be encour- 
aged to rip up the lot over some of 
the stuff handed out to them. It 
is one service they can do their 
public, providing, of course, said 
tempest is effectual in canceling the 
ancient but no longer honorable 
repetition inflicted on them as new 
pictures, 


SHOPS IN SUMMER 


Sleeveless Frocks, Gloves and Furs 
in August 


Little squares of sponges, larger 
colored beads, make the newest 
necklace that Miss Sportwear needs. 
“Travel prints” in tweed patterns 
are everywhere. Frocks and ensem- 
bles suitable for town or trip are 
attractive and practical, and claimed 
uncrushable. 

The popularity of the sleeveless 
frock has brought the half shield 
for use in them. One shopper evi- 
dently never heard of them, still us- 
ing the regular kind, the result just 
one of the sights that makes New 
York amusing. 

Ever practical woman has devised 
a use for old electric bulbs—to all 
appearances at least. ‘Pearl’ neck- 
laces now being worn seem to lack 
only the necessary button to light 
up that parking space. 

August fur sales now sweeping 
the city. 

Evens 

Men envy women their sleeveless 
frocks this hot weather, but men 
don’t have to wear gloves. 

Macy takes no chances on its re- 
frigerated floors being taken for 
granted. Wall signs say, “Remem- 
ber how hot it was on the street?” 


The New York “Times” Wide 
World Pictorial Syndicate has 
opened a branch office in Los An- 


sometimes softened by a circular 
flounce which wanders around the 


geles with Frank Graham in charge. 


BELLE BENNETT PLUMP 


Overdone in Matronly Role—But 
Performance Thin 


Be]le Bennett, lacking opportuni- 
ties to be heartbroken, gives a sin- 
gularly amateurish performance in 
“Recaptured Love.” Her attempts 
at being a game, wisely understand- 
ing wife are terribly trying on an 
audience, so whv not a husband? 

John Halliday fared little bette 

with his second choice, Dorothy 
Burgess. Her siren resembled a 
sugar-coated toy balloon. A vamp 
without malice, at least occasion- 
ally, is uninteresting. 
Miss Burgess served a decorative 
purpose. All her gowns affected a 
high waist-line usually accented by 
contrast, such as crystal or silver 
on black velvet or jet; even white 
satin banded metalically. The Gre- 
cian influence suggested in a softly 
draped white chiffon bodice was car- 
ried higher with silver leaves across 
the back of her lovely hair. Miss Ben- 
nett is more plump than even a ma- 
tron needs be with all the aids to 
figures now obtainable. 


RITZY 


William A. Brady’s production of 
“Cafe,” by Marya Mannes, opened 
at Asbury Park Aug. 11. Jane 
Grey, who has not been seen on 
Broadway for several seasons, re- 
turns in it. For years she has been 
a close friend of Mrs. Brady (Grace 
George). Hailing from Middlebury, 
Vt., Miss Grey first acted in San 
Francisco in 1907, with the Belasco 
stock, continuing in stock before 
reaching New York in 1909 in “Is 
Matrimony a Failure?” Her second 
husband was Ricardo Martin, the 
singer. 

Marya Mannes is a daughter of 
David Mannes, musician, and grand- 
daughter of the late Dr. Leopold 
Damrosch, musician. Sister of Leo- 
pold Mannes, she is a niece of 
Frank H. Damrosch and Walter 
Damrosch, which makes her a 
cousin of Anita Damrosch, actress, 
who is married to Robert Littell, 
dramatic critic. Miss Mannes is 
married to Jo Mielziner, stage de- 
signer, son of Leo Mielziner, por- 
trait painter, and brother of Ken- 
neth McKenna, actor, now playing 
leads in the talkers. Jo did the 
“Cafe” settings. 


Backing Play 

Hiram C. Bloomingdale is report- 
ed financial backer of “Free of 
Charge, a comedy by Warren Law- 
rence, produced by Lawrence Pro- 
ductions. Hiram has his share of 
the Bloomingdale department store 
millions, as a son of the late Lyman 
G. Bloomingdale and a brother of 
Samuel J. and the late Irving I. 
Bloomingdale and Mrs. A. W. 
Popper. 

Irving was divorced by Rosalie 
Banner and married Cissie Schmidt, 
who had divorced Otto Schmidt, Jr. 


The Tunneys Socially 
Gene Tunney and his wife have 
been hitting the high spots in so- 
(Continued on page 71) 


Spanish Limitations 
It Seems in “The Bat” 


Many special features have strung 
themselves ou: for runs on Broad- 
way without half the reason a one- 
dayer at the New York, “The Sea 


sat,” has. Cast including Charles 
Bickford, John Milhan, Edmund 
Breese, Nils Asther and Raquel 


Torres. Fine camera work, thrill- 
ing at times, evidently photograph- 
ed on locations not a set, and a 
story from a different angle. 

Miss Torres can be an alluring 
little charmer or a spitfire but she 
lacks depth when attempting sin- 
cerity. Probably due to the limita- 
tions of her type. Directors like 
their Spanish girls as ginger rather 
than sugar. 

“The Sea Bat” carries the au- 
thority of the National Geographic 
Magazine (for the information 
‘about the sea inhabitant only), but 
it is hardly a travel film. 


BIRTHS 


A son was born in Deauville, 
France, to Mrs. King, wife of one 
of the three brothers now playing 
there at the Casino. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Papkin 
(Yvonne and Irving), Aug. 6, daugh- 
ter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard IL. Burkett, 
son, in Culver City, Cal., Aug. 7. 
Father is a professional ball player, 
at present a member of the Albany 
Eastern league club; mother is the 
former Lauree Wiese, picture ac- 


tress. 


Hollywood 


— 


and Peoria 


; By Cecelia Ager 


“Clothes” Unmade One 
Girl Who Lost Job 
“Dressing Up” for Mgr. 


Maybe some of these stage girls 
who doll up in their finery before 
visiting a producer's office haven't 
the right dope after all. It would 
be hard to make a girl believe that 
anyone lost a part in a show for 
being well dressed, but one girl 
says she did. 

After tramping around in the rain 
in a lot of old clothes one day, a girl 
who was pretty hard up dropped 
into a producer’s office in a very 
discouraged, half-hearted mood. 
She didn’t expect anyone to look at 
her, so she slumped in a chair 
almost on the verge of tears. 

As soon as the producer saw her 
he called her, looked her over, and 
exclaimed: “Just the girl I want,” 
and made her promise to come to 
his office the next day. 

The girl went home all elated. 
She excitedly borrowed enough 
money to fix herself out in style 
for the appointment. 

When entering the office the pro- 
ducer didn’t know her. She ex- 
plained, and he seemed _ utterly 
astonished. Then told her he 
couldn’t use her. 

“But I’m the same girl, only I 
have new clothes,” she argued. 
Words could not change his new 
attitude. 

“I must have made a mistake,” 
he said. ‘“You’re not the type.” 

So it seems that clothes do make 
the woman, but the question is, 
what kind of clothes? 


HARRIET HOCTOR ALL 
ALONE AS BALLERINA 


Even without Bill Robinson and 
Adelaide Hall the bill at the Palace 
this week would be a wow. Every 
act is first-rate, but Robinson and 
Hall can’t be beaten. The audience 
almost wore themselves out ap- 
plauding. 

Harriet Hoctor is now without a 
rival. A delightfully graceful, 
pretty creature, with a charmingly 
elusive personality. Her dances are 
different and artistic, with a certain 
oddness about them that makes 
even her gentlest and sweetest flut- 
terings quite vital. 

A soft blue, semi-Peirrot cos- 
tume worn in her first number was 
unusual and attractive. 

Burns and Allen are amusing 
with nonsense, similar to the Block 
and Sully act of last week. Could 
have been written by the same 
chap. If so, Al Boasberg, given the 
program credit, can be consistently 
funny, but should not turn out too 
many skits along the same lines. 
And, of course, Georgie Jessel 


‘comes into his own at the Palace. 


He is a great guy to his admirers 
in every respect, but more appeal- 
ing to the average person in his 
lighter moments. Not too soul- 
wringing when he goes tragic. 


BALLET FALLS BEHIND 


Tap Dancing in First Demand by 
Musical Shows 


The bottom seems to have fallen 
out of ballet schools in New York, 
with many forced to close. What 
has caused the sudden drop in what 
formerly was an outstanding vogue 
is beyond conjecture. The biz of 
ballet instruction is apparently at 
low ebb, but there are many alibis 
advanced for the off season. 

The new legit musicals are not 
so exacting on ballet classification 
as they are on the modern syn- 
copated steps. Tap dancing has left 
the ballet students far behind as 
far as demand for work on the stage 
is concerned. 

A number of ballet schools are 
doing fairly well, but with most of 
the dancing studios the ballet thing 
is lost. 


MARRIAGES 


Dolores Del Rio, pictures, to Ce- 
ric Gibbons, film art director, Aug. 6 
in Santa Barbara, Cal. 

Dorothy E. Sanger to William 
McDonnell in San Francisco Aug. 8. 
Groom is with Fox West Coast pub- 
licity staff. 

Zelda Santley to Dr. H. Clarren, 
St. Paul, at Council Bluffs, Ia., Aug. 


6. Bride playing R-K-O route, 


vv 


Hollywood, Aug. 9, 
Hollywood boulevard, “Style Cen. 
ter of the World,” “Where the Starg 
Shop,” “Fifth Avenue of the West,” 
“Street of the Stars,” and so forth, 


is all of a bustle on its semi-annual 
Dollar Day. 


The fan magazines, which have 
made this thoroughfare famous in 
terms of gilt and spiendor, never 
refer to that fine old boulevard cus. 
tom, Dollar Day, but the Holly. 
wood boulevard merchants. insensi« 
tive fellows, do everything they can 
to get it bruited about. They have 
no respect for the finer feelings of 
the fan magazines hoping to plant 
the boulevard as a magic lane 
where anything as crass as a dollar 
should be indignantly ignored. Evi. 
dently unaware of their great good 
fortune in being established on the 
street of stars, merchants even try 
to profit by it. They go so far ag 
to band together for one magnificent 
time of joint conniving, for the sor- 
did purpose of overflowing their 
shops with bargain-crazed shoppers, 
On this glorious day they summon 
all the citizenry by newspaper and 
radio and—let the citizenry share 
the blame for defiling the “Street of 
the Stars’—they respond with 
shameful eagerness. 

Magnetism of $1 

It turns out that the bait of bar- 
gains is as alluring in fabulous 
Hollywood as it is in Peoria. The 
storekeepers pledge themselves to 
offer a few seductive opportunities 
to make a dollar look like the buy- 
ing power of two. If in the excite- 
ment merchandise is offered for sale 
at a dollar that yesterday fetched 
98 cents, there is something about a 
single dollar sign that is irresistible, 
Some shops include a_ theatre 
ticket to aid in the removal of wares 
with which they have had too long 
an acquaintance; others give free 
play on miniature links. Shoppers’ 
w. k. yearning for these pleasant 
little surprises helps a lot. Only to 
get them in the store—that is the 
biggest hurdle. The rest is easy. 
For Dollar Day merchandise is 
strewn about on bargain tables, not 
hidden behind counters, and there 
is something akin to the thrill of a 
treasure hunt in dashing from table 
to table, snatching at a choice tid- 
bit quickly before some other wome- 
an can get it. With most of the 
women of Hollywood, and great 
hordes from Los Angeles, possessed 
with the same idea, merchandise 
disappears with pleasing rapidity. 
By afternoon the Dollar Day tables 
hold but a few woebegone items, 
mangled from grabbing, left over 
for the less discerning. 


Commercial Frenzy 


Nine in the morning on Dellar 
Day looks like an opening at the 
Chinese theatre, without the lights. 
From every shop’s front hang yel- 
low banners, shrieking “Dollar Day.” 
Shoe stores, beauty parlors, magic 
shops, cut rate drug stores, dress 
shops, cake shops, hat shops, polo 
shirt shops, stationers, chain stores 
—they all join in the Hollywood 
Dollar Frenzy. 

The boulevard is thronged with 
women with that peculiar gleam 
in their eyes that bespeaks the bar- 
gain-hunter. They rove the street 
in herds, trying to be in every store 
at the same time; torn with in- 
decision over which shop to enter, 
finally making a choice, harassed 
then with doubts. Does the other 
store offer more? 

They emerge as racked as the 
limp saleswomen who took thelr 
dollars. There is neither time nor 
need for salesmanship on Doilar 
Day. The customers wait on them- 
elve, fearful lest the saleswomen be 
too indolent to dig out for them the 
choicest morsels. 

Picture Stars Just Mortals 

Parking stations are demoralized 
with more cars than their space 
allows; restaurants and sandwich 
counters can’t clear their tables fast 
enough for the customers jammed 
in the doorways; traffic creeps in 
second gear. The excitement of the 
shoppers is contagious. There is 4 
feeling of fiesta in the air, of thrill- 
ing things awaiting. ; 
Hollywood boulevard becomes at 
last a magic street, but by the 
witchcraft of Dollar Day. Picture 
stars pass by unseen. On Dollar 
Day bargains are the thing and pic- 
ture gods just mortals. 
Fan magazines are comforted that 
Hollywood boulevard’s Dollar Day 
comes but twice a year, to turn the 
pious Hollywood people into frank 
heretics. 
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ing the climax of desertions 
eauiees from stage to screen, Nat 
Goodwin canceled a whole season 
already booked and made it neces- 
sary to disband the company, in 
erder to continue before the camera 
for Universal. Other legits in Hol- 
lywood included Robert Edeson, De 
Wolf Hopper, Robert Mantell, Viola 
Allen, Lew Fields, William Farnum 


and Alice Brady. 


Clifton Crawford was engaged for 
his first part in a New York Winter 
Garden musical show. Edmund 
Goulding was in the same cast. 


English film producers complained 
that America would not buy their 
pictures, and declared the reason 
was the American industry feared to 
jmport material, thus aiding foreign 
opposition. Americans replied it 
was entirely a matter of quality of 
films. 


Loew’s circuit for the first time 
went upon the formal policy of a 
feature picture to every show in- 
stead of screening only episode pic- 
tures and an occasional special. 
Comment was that new scheme 
would cut Loew vaudeville bills 
from seven or eight acts to straight 
six. 


Charles Dillingham was making 
Teady the new -spectacle for the 
New York Hippodrome. Estimated 
it would cost $125,000. Nature of the 
production was kept secret. Inci- 
dentally it was revealed that the 
operating cost of the big playhouse 
was between $32,000 and $34,000 a 
week. 


Morris Gest was reported netting 
$5,000 a day by acting as an agent 
for Russian interests in the sending 
of supplies. Estimated he would 
make a million from the assignment, 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 


It was an apparent custom when 
star and manager had a disagree- 
ment for the star to call his ar- 
rangement a co-partnership, make a 
legal gesture of dissolution and call 
it off. Now Harry Minor, threat- 
ened with the disaffection of one of 
his stars, published his contract, 
specifically providing that it was 
strictly an employment deal and not 
a co-partnership and providing for 
liquidated damages in case of a 
breach. Advertisement was to as- 
sure house managers that dates 
contracted would be played. Star 
was Pat Rooney. 

Tom Taylor (formally christened 

om,” not “Thomas”), one of the 
leading figures in the English thea- 
tre, died in London, 63 years old. 
He had written a score of standard 
Plays of the times and innumerable 


One claim to fame was 
je he had been employed by 
-Narles Dickens to dramatize 


Dickens’ novel, “A Tale of Two 
Cities,” 


ope necticut changed the date of 
for shooting woodcock 
oa uly 4 to Oct. 1, and the hunts- 
mo of the state, holding the change 
Seaton, paid no attention to it. 
ad was that when the Oct. 1 
Abe came around, the law- 
pon rs would have left no wood- 
for the law-abiders to shoot at. 


° action was bein i 
Violators. g taken against 


(W. F.) Cody was 
ec 
ene to open his dramatic sea- 
Frode ged New York, Aug. 23, in 
melodrama, entit] 
airie Waif.” 


“Bu ffalo Bill” 


Dance Marathons 


fitters haa and flagpole 


© not been invented, but 
days undertook to go 40 
Roe 0 nights without food, and 
ew Y SO popular an attraction in 
ork that he was engaged for 
to repeat the stunt 
e 40 days, or $250 a 
ave in earlier. 


~“oney Island 
®t $500 for th 
Week if he 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Aiming to present shorts in a more attractive manner, P-P has a 
new system for tinting and coloring of cartoons, so that when projected 
on the screen, although produced in black and white, will be flashed in 
various hues, Idea is solely a projection slant. In essence it’s like the 
use of colored spotlights. 

Tinting is to be done by projecting the cartoon through colored 
gelatines by placing the latter in front of the projection lens. The idea 
is to color the dark parts of the cartoon. Any combination of colored 
gelatines can be used, and they may even be split. Best for the 
purpose, however, are given as pink, amber, light blue and light green. 

This tinting and coloring will not only lend a more pleasing effect to 
the cartoon projection, but will also stick on some atmosphere to these 
animated drawings in black and white which they do not possess as is. 

Scheme is also held by technicians to give sound effects for the car- 
toons which they might not otherwise have by having certain colors 
indicate gun flashes, etc. In line with this idea, the P-P projectors and 
managers have been circulated a bulletin on how to achieve the proper 
tinting by the P-P technical experts, headed by Burt Kelly, chief of 
the new shorts department. 


Headaches with a foreign tinge still continue at the Coast studios. 
Newest concerns a big shot foreign player at one of the major studios 
and his girl] friend. 

Big shot demanded that the ¢g. f. also get a contract. Femme was 
brought here, with one of the booking offices forking over the immigra- 
tion bond. She was cast in a picture with the big boy and a contract 
signed at $450 a week. Cast was called and shooting was ready to go. 

Although thaving signed the contract, the girl then reneged on the 
price, and decided that unless the ante was raised two centuries she 
wouldn't play. 

Studio then called in the booking office to assist, as the big shot was 
backing his flame in her unreasonable stand. The booking office notified 


the girl she would go on at the price originally agreed upon or would | 


be hauled away by the immigration authorities when the bond would be 


called back. 
Plan worked and the gal went to work on her first, and undoubtedly 


last, picture. 


Both Fairbanks and Pickford pictures in future may be produced by 
Art Cinema, Joseph M. Schenck’s own company, under special financial 
arrangements with the stars, 

Following the appearance of Fairbanks in “Reaching for the Moon,” 
an Art Cinema production, of which the associate producer is Irving 
Berlin, by arrangement with Schenck, a deal will be made with Miss 
Pickford along similar lines, it is said. 

Schenck has a special arrangement with Fairbanks, according to 
information, under which the star is in on the picture under a sharing 
agreement for a percentage of the profits. He. will co-star with Bebe 
Daniels, who has just been approved for the leading femme role. 

The anticipated deal with Miss Pickford would probably also be on 
a sharing basis, with Schenck financing through Art Cinema. 


A major program entry recently released is without the name of its 
director in the screen credits. Reason is that there were two directors, 
the first of whom rather botched up the job which the second overseer 
finished. It’s at the request of the savior director that no such designa- 
tion is publicly heralded. 

Reason for the request and the apparently directorless picture is not 
known, although most of the picture bunch on the Coast know who 
started the film, as also the lad who stepped in at around the half- 
way point to practically do an entire remake job. However, those of 
the film mob who have seen it freely term it one of the best pieces of 
salvaging the screen colony has ever known. And the feature is doing 
a very healthy business around the country. 


Warners maintains the largest library of natural sound effects on 
the Coast, ready to be dubbed onto its regular release disks. 

Warner library contains natural reproduction of most anything from 
a mouse squeak to the falling of a skyscraper. 

This library employs a technical crew and sound truck devoting all 
its time to scouting around the country for sound effects. Days have 
been spent by the crew outdoors to catch various bird and animal 
sounds. The crew has also spent much time recording factory noises. 

These are filed in the library for future use, uitimately saving in- 
estimable time and money when there is need for certain sound dur- 
ing production of a picture. 


Under its deal for the Sudekum chain in the south, better known as 
the Crescent string, Warner Bros. are reported on the inside as paying 


$7,000,000 for the houses. Tony Sudekum, whose Crescent chain is 
affiliated with Cumberland Theatres, offered the houses to other cir- 
cuits before interesting Warners, with one large operator known to 


have turned it down because some of the theatres seat only 300 and 
are situated in towns of 1,090 population, with that circuit not wanting 
to go into such minor situations. 

Some of the Sudekum houses are equipped with indie sound equip- 
ment, which will probably be torn out by Warners. The chain pene- 
trates Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky and Tennessee. 


Two Los Angeles papers went strong for a story that a picture star 
was held up in his home and went out of his way to get $100 to hand 
over to the stick-up guys so that they wouldn’t disturb his sleeping 
wife. Story was handed to a morning paper by a reporter who met 
the star the day following the supposed hold-up. When it was ban- 
nered, all the other papers and the wire services picked it up. 

Suspicious news muggs Claim the story is one of the cleverest plants 
ever designed to kill rumors of divorce in the family, being so by subtle 
indication that the pair were home together. No report of the hold-up 
was made to police. 


Universal newsreel for Colorado territory has hooked up with the 
Denver “Post.” The Tabor, Denver, had shown Universal news for some 
time in connection with the “Rocky Mountain News,” but it was funny to 
the patrons, as the Tabor never advertised in the “News” and the 
“News” seldom mentioned the Tabor, but there it was on the screen— 
the “News” was grabbing some good advertising, and the Tabor wasn’t 
getting a break. So Manager Bennett thought something ought to be 
done about it, and did it. 

After lengthy negotiations it was arranged that the “Post” sponsor 
the presentations. 


Looks like a promotion for P. L. Thomson, publicity manager for 
W. E., although not given out that way officially. P. L. is now Director 
of Public Relations for W. E., taking on all the publicity and adver- 
tising functions of W. E. and the latter's subsids. This includes 
E. R. P. L, for which publicity is handled by Walter Eberhardt. 

Switch came in shifting the publicity and advertising groups into the 


new Department of Public Relations. C. W. Barrell is director of the 
Motion Picture Bureau under Thomson, 


Getting on the front page is no longer an open sesame to a picture 
contract. The Hunter brothers, with their endurance air record and 
lots of publicity, discovered that after several weeks on the Coast. 

Style went out some time ago, but the front page landers still try. 
Latest to invade the colony with what she considers a passport for 
picture fame is the femme who got scalded in a bathtub on a transat- 
lantic liner. She sued the company and got the mugg and story in 
all the sheets. No contracts have been left lying around loose yet. 


A director's ingenuity extends in many directions sometimes. Notable 
meg wielder for one of the major studios had his heart set on a certain 
actor, but the execs thought otherwise. Saying nothing to the studio, 
the director told the actor to grow a beard, got him fixed up with 
make-up and brought him back into the studio for a test. 
Unrecognized, the actor passed the test and got the part. Not until 
the picture was almost done did the studio officials discover the wool 
had been pulled over their eyes. They decided to laugh it off. 


After being a drug on the market for the last several years the pen- 
dulum seems to have swung back on travel pictures. Columbia starts 
release this month on 13 one-reel travelogs, with lectures by Malcolm 
LePrade, formerly with Cook’s Tours. Columbia is the third to place a 
similiar series on the market within the last month. 

James A. FitzPatrick and Tom Terris each have travel series with 
dubbed lectures. Columbia’s series is produced by J. R. Bray under the 
title of “Rambling Reporter.” 


Free lance scenario writers charge the producers are taking some of 
their original stories after purchase and planking on the names of 
well-known novelists and playwrights. 

One of the boys burned when he saw a noted novelist’s name on a 
picture advertised in a studio’s yearly announcement, although locally 
the scenarist had been given a plug by the studio for the same picture. 

Writer got busy via a lawyer and the studio has promised to remedy, 


Question of allocation of first-night seats for the double opening of 
“Hell’s Angels” Friday night (15) at the Criterion and Gaiety resulted 
in the Criterion having edge. All those on the first-night list who 
review pictures will be sent to tiie Criterion, this comprising three- 
fourths of the list, while the others will attend the Gaiety. 

UA has no regular second-night list as most producers have. 


Denial is made by Arthur Cohen, managing director, that Famous 
Players Canadian Corp. closed its road show booking office to compel 
the people to attend talking picture theatres, the company having 
recently been criticised because stage shows were nct being booked. 

Cohen pointed out that the public had decided the matter for the 
corporation by staying away from road shows, declaring that “the 
traveling show has been dying ever since the talkies came in.” 


Granting conditions improve, as anticipated, R-K-O looks to showing 
a net of around $5,000,000 or more for 1930, with this calculation carefully 
figured on the basis of the $1,600,000 shown for the first six months 
and the leeway of 12 weeks in the third quarter for larger profits through 
no rent being charged against theatres, 

R-K-O charges off the year’s rent for 40 weeks starting Sept. 1, with 
that leaving June, July and August free of that. 


Bill Seiter is sending around 15 grand into one of those miniature 
golf courses on the Coast. Possessing some valuable property opposite 
a Hollywood hotel, the First National director is dolling up his diminu- 
tive links plenty and will soon hold a gala opening. 

Bobby Woolsey is also reported having become financially interested 
in the new fad. Quite a number of the picture colony is taking flyers 
on these realty treadmills. 


Stories of the prodigality of Howard Hughes multiply. James Whale, 
the English director, got a brand new Chrysler roadster as a gesture 
from Hughes while Whale was directing dialog sequences in “Angels” 
and Hughes decided the petrol buggy Whale was using wasn’t good 
enough, 

Billie Dove received an ermine coat with a train so long that Holly- 
wood had never seen anything like it. 


Indication of summer slackness for theatres this year is gleaned from 
inside information that Publix dropped a reported $210,000 on operation 
in June and between $240,000 and $250,000 in July. 

Sources knowing the state of the Par-Publix books declare that these 


(Continued on page 68) 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Business offices of Leo Feist moved downtown to 
56 Cooper Square in the Carl Fischer Bldg. Feist and Fischer are 
now associated in Radio Music Corp. Feist, Inc., for many years was 
in its own building at 235 West 40th street, but with the amalgamation 
and the pooling of interests, both buildings have become unnecessary. 


and executive 


Henry Waterson, former music publisher, has returned to New York 
with the American rights of Dr. Overbeck’s Rejuvenator. Waterson 
recently went abroad to negotiate for the rights. 

In an announcement sent out, the Rejuvenator is described as: 

The Overbeck method of treating and healing advocates the pass- 
ing of electricity through the body at low voltages by means of the 
constant current obtained from dry batteries. The booklet explains 
the reason why this method should be both preventive and curative 
of ailments, and practical experience has proved that this theory 
is correct. 


“When the Organ Plays at Twilight,” which Santlys are making 
their plug song, was discovered by that publishing house because it 
was backed on the record with the Santly song, “Give Yourself a Pat 
on the Back.” 

Both songs were originally 
London, with Santlys securing the 
Back.” 

Santlys, believing they had a potential ace song, secured the Amer- 
ican rights from Campbell & Connelly. 


Connelly, of 
“Pat on the 


published by Campbell & 
American rights to 


Although the “Hit of the Week” record is the biggest selling disc 
agoing, said to have sold 450,000 records throughout the country last 
week, it is reported that the company, Durium, is still losing money 
on the project. 

It is said Durium is under such a terrific expense it must unload in 


the neighborhood of 1,000,000 discs weekly to show a profit. It is reported 
on a sliding scale royalty arrangement with the publishers, the royalty 
of 2c. per record decreasing to 1%c. and le. per, ete., as the sales mount 
by thousands, 

As yet the industry does not definitely acknowledge the 15c. discs as 
a stabilized weekly feature. Quite a number of publishers declare that 
it is still a novelty, and when the novelty wears off so will the sales, 
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Viennese Primas Bawling Over 


Male Hogs, 


Vienna, Aug. 12. 


A battle of sexes is this week's 
theatrical tid-bit, with the Viennese 
actresses and prima donnas sudden- 
grievances 

They are 


ly discovering new 
against the opposite sex. 
airing them a-plenty. 

Say the Austrian legits and divas: 

(1) Male authors and composers 
in artistic conspiracy to exclude or 
minimize the female from the stage. 

(2) German authors are too weary 
contriving new variations on the 
love theme and are now frankly 
writing pieces without women, or 
with as few feminine parts as pos- 
sible. 

(3) This is where the divas come 
in—even the modern composers are 
orchestrating everything so that the 
orchestral features dominate their 
works at the expense of their 
voices. 

It is impossible for a poor, big, 
Amazonian operatic diva to hit 
those high registers nowadays 
without bursting a bloodvessel the 
way these music writers cue the 
orchestra for crescendos, they say. 

Evidence 

The legit femmes point to Franz 
Werfel’s latest success, “Paul and 
the Jews,’ or the dramatization of 
1914,” with their lone or no woman 
in the cast. 

Dagny Servaes, a Prof. Max Rein- 
hardt notable, came to attention with 
the observation that he-man plays 
are flooding the stage as the direct 
aftermath of the war, but adds: 

“'Tis tragedy and depressing for 
all of us in the theatre that such 
a world hit as ‘Journey’s End’ 
should have not a single woman’s 
role. The present-day world holds 
so many problems that the ancient 
conflict between man and woman 
should provide themes galore for 
young authors. 

“I believe that the 
proaching when male 
become too bashful to 
piece with a woman.” 


HALLER, BERLIN, FLOPS 
ON COMEBACK PIECE 


Berlin, Aug. 1. 
The Berlin showman, Hermann 
Haller, had a failure with his first 
comeback, an operetta by the com- 
poser, Walter Kollo (father of the 
young composer Willie Kollo, now 


date is ap- 
actors will 
appear in a 


in Hollywood). 
Haller lost 
$25,000 and was forced to stop this 


In this undertaking 


play after the first 10 days. 

newly ar- 
ranged Admiralspalast with the 
“Czardas-Fuerstin” Sept. 15. Music 
by Erich Kalman has been partly 
changed. The modernizing of the 
book will be done by the authors, 
Jembach and Stein. 


Haller will open the 


Fritzi Massay’s most successful 
role will now be played by Rita 
Georg. 


NEIL McKAY IN BAD JAM 
OVER GIRL DANCER 


London, Aug. 2. 

Neil McKay, the Scottish come 
dian was arrested at the Palladium 
last week, where he was playing, 
on a charge of inviting Ivy Braham, 
dancer, to undergo an illegal opera- 
tion. 

Gerald Corbett, auto dealer, was 
charged with him on the same 
grounds. 

McKay denied the charge. The 
case was adjourned, the magistrate 
remarking it was not a strong one 
in the absence of further evidence. 


Reed and Lavere, when playing 
ONDON, always stay at the 


Coventry Court Hotel 


Whitcomb Street, Leicester Square 
Phone Gerrard 7615 
Telegrams COVENCOURT, Westrand 

London 
Hot and cold running 
phone in every room. 


water and 


Jd. F. HOWLETT, Manager 


but List to Servaes! 


Par. Raids Italy 


(Continued from page 7) 


Hollywood of Europe with talkers 
in seven or eight European lan- 
guages now being produced. 

Amlet Palermi, Maria Jacobini, 
Lio Pavanelli, Lina Modiglinai, 
Oreste Bilancia, Soava Gallone and 
Carmen Boni are among those al- 
ready taken by Paramount for Join- 
ville, but there still is an urgent 
need for good minor Italian parts. 

This is quite a local problem as 
native film production, sound or 
silent, has long languished. This 
country, proportionately, rates the 
lowest in the number of films home- 
manufactured. 

Talker recruits now for sound- 
films are chiefly from the legits. 
Stands Off Raid 
To offset the Par raid, Pittaluga, 
the big power in Italian picture- 
dom, did a smart thing in signing 
up Hector Petrolini, quite a famous 
Roman dialect actor. He is slated 
for the title role in Pittaluga’s first 
talker, an Italian version of Moliere’s 
“Medicin Malgre Lui.” Petrolini is 
the outstanding idol in Rome. 
Petrolini is also to act the lead in 
“Courtyard” by Fausto, with Maria 
Martini singing opposite. 
Pittaluga is intensively busy on 
several of his own multi-lingual 
productions at the Rome _ studios 
here, outside of the Lateran gate. 
He is making Italian, French and 
German versions of an unnamed 
Pirandello play. 
Vandal and Dulac of France are 
his collaborators on the French ver- 
sion with Jean Angelo, Grazia Del 
Rio and Madeleine Guitry acting in 
the film. 
A consortium of German renters 
is being organized for the German 
version’s marketing. Will David 
will direct. 


As previously dwelt upon, the 
Mussolini anti - foreign language 
edict on the screen makes native 
Italian production imperative and 
no substitute is possible. Mere 
sound synchronizations or dubbings 
have been previously establishnee as 
unacceptable to the natives. 

The Italian market has long been 
a problem to all. It is conceded a 
most valuable field for all the seem- 


ing limitations, territorially,. geo- 
graphically and economically. 
Italy, in Milan, Rome, Genoa, 


Florence, Naples and Venice, holds 
many wired houses, forced to play 
silents for want of product. 

These sound -equipped cinemas 
are hungry for native talkers and 
unprecedent financial returns are 
looked to from this market which 
not only takes in Italy, but the 
heavily populated north - African 
sectors of Tunisia, Algiers and Mor- 
occo; also Brazil, not counting the 
sizeable Italian population in the 
North and South Americas. 


Sheehan on Danes 


(Continued from page 7) 
(former 


similar to the Newsreel 
Embassy) in New York. 

The Danish cinematic reviewers 
outdid themselves in raving about 
Universal’s “All Quiet on the West- 
ern Front,” especially laudin, it as 
a masterpiece of American direction 
because of its judicious omission of 
cheap, theatrical effects. The dom- 
inating human interest qualities 
were highly commended. 

An exceptionally long and suc- 
cessful run is predicted at the Pal- 
ace, where it opened. The house 
enjoys a vogue in itself, rating as 
the greatest cinema in Copenhagen. 

“All Quiet” is furthermore well 
attuned to the Danish temperament. 

It has been packing houses ever 
since the prefmiere, 


In Paris 
Paris, Aug. 2. 
Congressman Sol Bloom, Ely 
Stroock, Bob Hall, Ted Lewis, John 
Partington, Mirion Davies, Buster 


Keaton, Nathalie Talmadge, Harlan 
Dixon, Alice Feigin. 


IN THE BAKER REVUE 
Paris, Aug. 2. 
For Josephine Baker’s new revue 
at the Casino de Paris: Stone and 
Vernon, King-King-King, Harry 
Pilcer, Suzanne Dorville and Pierre 


Meyer, local matinee fay, have been 
engaged, 


Ted Lewis’ Walloping 
Hit in Paris with All 
English Lyrics Senzs 


Paris, July 12. 

Ted Lewis’s success, while more 
or less anticipated by the American 
colony especially, was unprece- 
dented so far as the greater ma- 
jority of the audience in attendance 
at the Empire was concerned. De- 
cidedly French in greater numbers, 
the Friday (8) night opening wit- 
nessed a riotous demonstration, with 
applauding of the English lyrics 
which should more than offset the 
bad effect evidenced here last win- 
ter when the Parisians razzed the 
English lyrics and American slan- 
guage in Fox “Movietone Follies,” 
talker, opening at the Moulin 
Rouge. 

By sheer force of personality, 

Lewis sold his 100% English lyrics 
for as full value as if the audience 
understood him, Many Americans 
were in the audience, There were 
instances of tourists delaying their 
itineraries to remain over the Lewis 
advent into Paris’s ace (and sole) 
vaude big-timer. 
The opening was SRO and the 
advance sale for Lewis’s fortnight 
at the Empire augurs well for mid- 
summer business. 

Entire Empire bill is above the 
average in caliber. The Issatchenko 
Russian Ballet notably was worthy. 
The Trio Bel Air, French acrobats, 
scored as did Bel Argay, lightning 
sculptor modeling clay busts on the 
stage. Both okay internationally. 
As usual, the Empire show is 
heavy on animal acts. Three on 
this bill, two with horses; other 
with chimpanzees, 

Lewis and his act members sail 
on the “Paris” Aug. 23 to New 
York, 

Empire tilted its normal scale 5 
francs (20 cents) for the Lewis en- 
gagement, because of the heavy 
money for the act and good busi- 
ness. 


Nettelfold Loses Sight 


London, Aug. 1. 

Archibald Nettelfold, millionaire 
owner of the Comedy theatre, Lon- 
don, and head of the indie talker 
unit bearing his own name, is blind. 
He is 60 years old. Although 
prominent in the theatre over here, 
Nettelfold has always looked on it 
more as a hobby than anything 
else. 

His money comes from a big firm 
of screwmakers in Birmingham 


British Film Fi 

itish Film Field 
(Continued from page 6) 

for from the Exhibitors’ Associa- 
tion executive, but the _ talkfest 
ended with things more or less 
straightened out and exhibs ac- 
cepting the present situation—tak- 
ing what concessions they had got 
from as many distribs and rec- 
ommending these concerns be fav- 


ored in booking against those who 
will concede nothing. 


London Combine Control 

The London combine scheme is 
stuck for the moment through try- 
ing to incorporate as a _ limited 
liability company. This brings it 
up against the question of issuing 
stock and the subsequent danger of 
control through someone _ buying 
enough stock from theatre members 
of the combine to control it. Way 
out may be found by registering as 
a co-operative society, when there 
would be no stock, and income tax 
would not be paid on profit, being 
shared by members as rebates. on 
the amount of their trading—which 
in this case would be film hire. 

Sir Gordon Craig functions little 
these days actively in New Era Na- 
tional Company. He is concerned 
with the purchase and sale of the- 


atre properties through Federal 
Estates, Ltd. 
Miscellaneous 


Empire pulled up with the Marion 
Davies talker, “Gay Nineties,” after 
a period of not so good business. 

Dave Bader leaving on “Maure- 
tania” this second. 

Buster Keaton playing around 
with Herbert Wilcox. Looks like 
he might make one for M-G-M this 
side through British & Dominions, 
whose “Rookery Nook” Metro has 
taken to America, 

Basil Dean starts his next, A. A. 
Milne’s “Four Walls,” for Radio 
this first. Dickering with Bernard 
Shaw for “Arms and the Man” for 
his third. 

Robert Loraine, Warwick Ward 
and Dorothy Boyd, released by 
Charles Cochran, are in “Fourth 
Wall” leads. 

Monty Banks is megaphoning 
“Almost a Honeymoon” for B. I. at 


Elstree. 


Mrs. Perret’s Efforts to 
Obtain Mireille Perrey 


Paris, Aug. 2. 
Desperately anxious to get Mireille 
Perrey, French actress, currently in 
“Sons o’ Guns” at the Hippodrome, 
London, to return to France and 
play the title role of the film, 
“Arthur,” which Leonce Perret is 


to direct as his first production for 
the new Osso concern. Mrs. Perret 
made a special trip to London and 
had a conference with the actress 
und Lupino Lane. 

To obtain Miss Perrey’s services 
without paying a commission to the 
Paris branch of the Morris agency 
may have been an extra inducement 
for Mrs, Perret to make the trip to 
London, but the actress is under 
exclusive contract. She created the 
title role in the musical, “Arthur,” 
when it was given at the Daunou as 
a musical, which explains Mrs. 
Perret’s desire to have her do the 
film. 


Producers Optimistic 


(Continued from page 7) 


100% tafkers in other than English 
dialog that are really valuable. 
The average remade, when things 
shortly become systematized, will 
have about 25% talk in the favorite 
tongue. In many instances, too, 
principals will be played down and 
where the plot is such that they 
cannot be slighted without ruining 
the theme, the picture will not be 
translated at all. 

On matters politic, with the Ger- 
man situation now pre-eminent, 
many new facts are revealed. First, 
Will Hays is establishing a head- 
quarters in Germany as a focal 
point on any disputes which may 
arise in the course of the execu- 
tion of the kontigent. Several men 
are being considered by the Gen- 
eral. 

On the German levy, part of the 
talker patent peace pact, the Ger- 
man manufacturers will do all in 
their power to reduce the kontigent. 


No 100% Sale 


That a 100% sale of America’s 650 
pictures yearly to every foreign 
country is completely out of the 
talking picture is conceded by pro- 
ducer influences, 

These see the new export line-up 
as England, a miscellaneous figure 
but the largest (this including the 
provinces); France, Germany, Spain, 
200 each; Italy, 100. The figures 
also include countries of Latin de- 
nomination or where French and 
German are at the command of a 
large percentage of the populace. 
Sweden, Denmark and Austria are 
figured among the Teutonic coun- 
tries. 

About the only country not be- 
ing considered is China, other than 
the comparative handful of Eng- 
lish-speaking residents there. Chi- 
nese will have to get along with an- 
cient silents or else weather straight 
American dialog. 

The cost of remaking the aver- 
age Hollywood feature is figured an 
additional 30% for each language. 
With such an American made havy- 
ing an initial budget for the Eng- 
lish market of $250,000, it is figured 
that the following items can be sal- 
vaged: About $30,000 for the story 
rights, $65,000 for the big scenes, 
$20,000 for costumes, with the re- 
mainder in salaries to extra and bit 


players, bringing up the expendi- 
tures which can. be salvaged to 
70%. 


Seatage 

Pictures which would have to be 
remade in their entirety, and there- 
fore at a possible loss, are certain 
types of drama and comedy which, 
economically, for the time being at 
least, the industry will shun, except 
with themes that. are certain to 
register as hits overseas. They will 
not, however, be included in the av- 
erage batch of exports. This will 
tend at one swoop to eliminate all 
themes that are predicated on court 
rooms, 

That America has reached the sat- 
uration point in seatage and, there- 
fore, no marked increase can be ex- 
pected in business here, is held 
forth by producers as the very rea- 
son why talkers, although reduced 
in export, can be expected to reach 
the old foreign revenue mark, if not 
better it, abroad. 

On the Continent, adequate seat- 
age is declared by the local experts 
to be far under normal. This, of 
course, deals only with first-class 
theatres. Because of the need for 
more houses of that type and the 
stimulus which sound is bringing, 
together with higher rentals for 
Hollywood, insiders are confident 
that another year will find the sit- 


BERLIN BOWING NOW 
TO THE VIENNESE 


Vienna, Aug. 12 

Neighborly professional 
between Berlin and Vienna 
theatrical capitals of the 
countries has awaked 


Tivalry 
aS the 
Teutonie 
anew r 
hope for Vienna's triumph thie 
son, It’s due to a combination — 
creative elements, now centered j 
Vienna, and also to Berlin's ota 
nomic depression. 
Vienna, always battling for suit. 
able stars, just as often lost out to 
the wealthier Berlin with its Su. 
perior financial resources, but now 
Berlin finds itself unable to pay 
star salaries to Viennese artists 
throughout the season. 
In addition to reclaiming its own 
native satellites, Vienna will now 
have first or simultaneous premieres 
of important pieces. 
Back to Cases 

In addition, such stars as Fritgj 
Massary (Mrs. Richard Tauber) 
Tauber himself, Vera Schwartz 
and Conrad Veidt, who last year 
were regarded as being beyond the 
Viennese purse, will appear here 
this fall and winter. 
Viennese satisfaction is further 
increased by the realization that 
Berlin is obliged to come here again 
for its musical comedy. Johann 
Strauss’ operettas, “Night in 
Venice” and “Opera Ball” will be 
given in Berlin, as well as a new 
production of Emmerich Kalman’s 
memorable ‘‘Csardas Princess.” 
Another Kalman operetta, “Vio- 
let of Montmartre” running since 
last spring here, will have its pre- 
miere in Berlin at the Metropole 
theatre early in the new season, 


NUDE STUFF DRAWING 
FOR PARIS’ NITE LIFE 


Paris, Aug. 12. 

Improved weather breaks and an 
unusual nudistic tendency is boom- 
ing Paris nite life and nite clubs, 
Business has been terriby off, but 
the cold and rain spell sweeping 
down from the north, which has 
gripped this sector of the Continent, 
is tending toward indoor amuse- 
ments. 
The nude stuff is rampant at Joe 
Zelli’s Royal Box, although Zelli has 
been doing whatever business there 
was here all along. The Zambescos, 
adagioists, are doing a number 
based on the “Ingagi’” jungle film, 
wherein a pseudo-gorilla handles his 
nude femme partner. Zelda and 
Oginsky are another nude twain at 
Zelli’s. Grace Edwards (American) 
completes the Zelli line-up. 

Sheherazade, gyp Russian cabaret, 
has Florence Starr as the feature. 
Reopened El Garron holds De Belle 
and Lee, American dancers. 


SPANISH MUSICIANS NOW 
PLAY COLORED JAZZ 


Madrid, Aug. 1. 

Colored jazz bands have almost 
entirely disappeared from Madrid 
and Barcelona, where formerly pop- 
ular. Instead, the native musickers 
have adopted the American colored 
jazz technique or, at least, endeav- 
ored to copy it. 
Same goes for the Argentine style 
of instrumentation, which the na- 
tive Spaniards are copying. 


Heavy Rains Good for 
Theatres in Holland 


Amsterdam, Aug. 1 

It’s raining in the Netherlands, 
especially around Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam, as it never rained be- 
fore and show business as a result 
is excellent. 
The rew Jules Marx vaudeville 
acquisition _at Rotterdam, Arena 
Vaudeville, is doing boom trade, 
with the program meritorious. 

In this city, the Rembrandt open- 
ed with “Der Blaue Engel” (Jan- 
nings’ “Blue Angel”), and while the 
press was moderate, public interest 
is keen. 
The Tuschinski with its 2d week 
of the MGM “Hollywood Revue” is 
doing big business. 


Try-out Show Liked 


London, Aug. 12. 
The Jack Hulbert-Sophie Tucker 
musical, “Follow a_ Star,” which 
opened yesterday (11) at the Palace, 
Manchester, was exceptionally well 
received for a try-out. 


Hulbert and Paul Murray are bee 


uation back to normal. 


hind the production. 
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Paris, Aug. 12. 
n of about 25 legits cur- 
paris grossed $96,650 alto- 
ae last week (ending Aug. 6), 
= which total one revue, Folies 
= Bergere, accounted for a quarter of 

a total with $24,850. 

ris’ second other big revue, 
“Paris-Miss,” at the 


Mistinguett's Paris, did little better 


n half of the Folies gross, clock- 
,150. 

ing big money was the Opera 
house, $10,600, while the Opera- 
Comique took in $6,750. 

The majority of the other shows 
were under the $5,000 mark, with 
many averaging under $3, 000. " 

The two shows in English, “Maya 
Studio des Champs-Elysees, 
“On the Spot” at the Albert 
were among the record 
jows. Latter meller, by Edgar 
Wallace, done by the English Play- 
$2,310, while “Maya,” de- 


d 
ers, di clocked about 


spite all its dirt, 


0. 
$1,86 Estimates 


are estimated 

osses, as the following: 
Gaite-Lyrique, $2,450; Theatre 
Francaise, $4,450; Raquel Meller at 
the Palace Music-Hall, $6,650; Con- 
cert Mayol with its “Parade du Nu” 
(Naked Parade), $3,250; “Topaze,” 
bordering on its third season at the 


Varieties, $3,350. 
“White Slave Traffic’ at _ the 
“Marius,” 


$1,650; 
second- 


All the above 
are 


Renaissance, 
Marcel Pagnol’s second 
geason holdover (he also wrote 
“Topaze”), fairish at the Theatre de 
Paris with $2,550. 


Mirette Sisters’ revue, Palais 
Royal $2,350; Grand Guignol, 
“Monkey's Hand,” $1,550; “Trial of 
Mary Dugan,” Ambigu, $1,650; 
“Little Sin” at the Antoine, $1,200; 
Cluny, “Sleepsng Car Conductor,” 
$1,600; Mogador, “Desert ‘Song,” 
hanging on, $4,450. 

> 19 Tourists 75% Off 

aed on About six other plays not esti- 

boom. mated. 

Theatre business has been good 

clubs, because of inclement weather 
ff, but chasing and keeping people indoors 
feeping and whatever percentage of tourists 
ch has -hereabouts—about 25% of normal— 

\tinent, contribute not a little, particularly 

Amuse- to the two big revues. 

After that they may go to the 

at Joe Paris Opera, or get a load of un- 
intelligible (to them) Theatre 

elli has Francaise; or be intrigued by the 

s there Meller name and poor show at the 

bescos, Palace: or even the alluring “Nude 

rumber Parade” revue, which otherwise is 
le film, a dud locally. 

lles his 

la and 

vain at | VIENNA HAS | ITS OWN 

erican) 

shares COHAN COMBO. 

eature, 

e Belle Vienna, Aug. 12. 

Louis O. Macloon, American, pro- 
longed his stay here to purchase 
Emmerich Kalman’s “Veilchen vom 

NOW Montmartre” (“Violets of Mont- 
martre’’) for the U. S. 

JAZZ Shuberts ‘were considering it but 
the latest Kalman operetta was 
even locally disappointing. 

1g. 1. Q Kalman’s just completed operetta, 

alraee The Peasant General,” modern 

Madrid three-act comedy with plenty of 

y pop- local color, will be produced here 

sickers ‘round Feb. 1. 

~olored Hubert Marischka, the loca! 

ndeav- George M. Cohan, who acts, stages, 
writes and manages, will mount it 

e style at his Theatre-an-der-Wien, with 

1e na- himself in the title role. 

’ Comedy Leads f for Revue 

lland London, Aug. 12. 

12, Victoria-Palace revue opens 

lands September by arrangement 

1 and ack Taylor, provincial revue 

be- Producer, 

James is set for the com- 
ha ead, with Chic Farr as second 

eville 

will have a _ continental 
trade, 
open- JERRY IN BERLIN 
(Jan- 2 London, Aug. 12. 
ile the wit and Her Baby Grands have 
iterest t back their scheduled opening 

R-K-O in the States until Octo- 

week ber, 

ue” is wat is due to the act's desire 
in the UFA theatre, 
from B rting Sept. 16. They sail 

erlin thereafter, 

9° 

sucker } Mills and Bobbie Over Here 

which Mill London, Aug. 12. 

ralace, ve Bobbie are booked for 

y well With R-K-O. 

tle ro sail Aug. 20 on the “Majes- 

be- 2th, pening in New York on the 


19 Legits in Paris Last Week Grossed 
Total of $96,650—Revue, $24,850 


Trap Drummer No Dub, 
Say Vienna’s Justice, 
Who’s a Bear on Jazz 


Vienna, Aug, 12. 
Even the lowly trap-drummer is 
dignified in Vienna, long-famed for 
its deep sensibility in matters musi- 


cal. Local courts have read into 
the official judicial records that a 
drummer, especially if playing for 
cinematic accompaniment, rates as 
highly as a violinist. 

Court went so far as to say that 
an@ more, opining that in modern 
music especially, rhythmical instru- 
ments play an even more important 
part, and require particularly well- 
trained musicians, i. e., drummers. 

This came up in a suit by an em- 
ployer who held that a drummer 
was an artisan. The law courts 
characterized him as an artist in- 
stead. 

Playing accompaniment to films 
particularly is a difficult branch of 


the art, and is of a complicated na- | 


ture, opined the court. 

A picture house drummer requires 
a peculiar talent and cannot get 
away with the mere banging of his 
drum’s head, in this city, 


PICTURE PRODUCER’S 
NEW LEICESTER SQ. 


London, Aug. 12. 

New Leicester Square theatre, 
formerly part-owned by Jack Bu- 
chanan, becomes the Allied Artists’ 
west end showcase, opening in Oc- 
tober with the expected new Chaplin 
picture, 

Allied Artists had been negotiat- 
ing with Walter Gibbons and Wal- 
ter Bentley for the Leicester Sq., 
and signed the formal contracts over 
the week end, according to inside 
sources. 


Parnasse Club Burns 


Paris, Aug. 12. 

Parnasse night club in Paris, 
Montparnasse sector, was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire during 
early pre-midnight (10) business 
hours. None hurt, 

Short circuit in the cellar ignited 
the straw covers on the vintage 
wines, from whence the fire spread. 

Chief losses were the champagnes 
and liqueurs. Otherwise a Paris 
night club, especially on the Left 
Bank, can be opened on a few 
francs and much optimism. 


Robert Loraine Coming 
Over—I1st Talker Abroad 


London, Aug. 12. 

Robert Loraine, legit star, goes to 
America for R-K-O next month 
after making his local debut in talk- 
ers as star of “Fourth Wall.” 

This picture will be directed by 
Basil Dean for Associated Pro- 
ducers, the British quota unit of 
Radio Pictures. 

Loraine goes to the States for 
Radio Pictures also. His American 
trip necessitates the indefinite post- 
ponement of the new play Loraine 
was to-have starred is based on the 
life of Cecil Rhodes. 


Am. Acts’ Bookings 


London, Aug. 12. 

T. D. Kemp’s American acts 
booked for the Mayfair hotel include 
Eeda Ensen, Aug. 18, for fortnight; 
with Ross and Sergeant following 
for six weeks, and Veloz and Velon- 
da, Oct. 15, for three weeks. 

Jack Smith returns to the Palla- 
dium Aug. 11 and opens at the 
Cafe de Paris Aug. 18 for a fort- 
night, with an option. 


Gladys Daniel Dead 


Capetown, Aug. 12. 
Gladys Daniel, popular South 
African vocalist, died Aug. 7 here in 
a hospital. 
Known as the Natal Nightingaite, 
Mis2 Daniel was widely popular in 


LEGIT LIMITED 


Sydney, Aug. 12. 

When “Follow Thru” and “Co- 
quette” premiere here next week it 
will give Williamson-Tait its only 
two locally operated legits. 

Otherwise the Palace here is dark, 
as is W-T’s Kings, Melbourne, Lat- 
ter city will have only one legit 
house this season. 

The New Zealand circuit is play- 
ing or leased to talkers, with road 
shows out. 


AUTHORS OBJECT TO 
BILLING FOR RINGERS 


London, Aug. 12. 

A septet of authors and com- 
posers, concerned in a _ musical 
which the Eldorado Producers is 
producing, are upset over’ two 


others, Percy Greenback and Oscar 
Asche, who have been called in to 
bolster the music and comedy re- 
spectively. 

The seven writers: Ernest Trim- 
mingham, Gus Dale, Gerald Robin- 
son, Rutland Cjapham, Charles 
Moore, Donovan Mayer and Julian 
Franks don’t care how many sup- 
plementary authors are called in, 
but resent program billing to these 
two, or any others, 

The septet has a 71%% royalty 
contract on the gross and 50% on 
the foreign and film rights, with 
a $2,500 advance royalty. 

Collins and Fenston, of the man- 
agerial corporation, claim a cast- 
iron contract permitting any num- 
ber of interpolations. 

Show scheduled to open at Daly’s 
Sept. 4. 


[talian Opera on Float, 
Called Car of Thespis, 
In Honor of Puccini 


Milan, Aug. 12. 
An elaborate theatrical float, to 
be known as the Car of Thespis, 
is being readied for a double pur- 
pose of honoring the memory of 


Giacomo Puccini, the eminent 
Italian composer, and ‘also for 
propaganda in Antwerp for Italian 
opera, 


The Car of Thespis will first be 
taken to the Torre del Lago, oppo- 
site Puccini’s villa, Aug. 24, which 
commemorates the anniversary of 
his death. Car will be placed on a 
floating pier, specially constructed 
by a young army of engineers. 
There will be accommodations on 
shore for 4,000. A huge accoustic 
shell on the float will permit perfect 
hearing. 

Chorus ballet will be recruited 
from the Scala, Milan, and the or- 
chestra will be maestroed by Ven- 
ezians, also of the Scala, 

There is keen competition among 
all of Italy’s stellar songsters to be 
included in the band of modern 
strolling players who'll perform on 
the open portable stage. They will 
sleep in tents on their itinerary 
from Italy to Antwerp. 

The Car of Thespis comes to Ant- 
werp Aug. 28 for a series of Italian 
opera. 

Initial performance of the operatic 
float will probably be “La Boheme.” 


ACTS FOR DEAUVILLE 
PAID OFF BY FORFEITS | 


Paris, Aug. 12. 
Quite a few special attractions, 
including a number of American 
acts, slated for the Deauville resort | 
casinos, were paid off in indemnities 


without having occasion to play 
their engagements. 

Duclos, artistic director for An- 
dree, the casino gambling mogul, 
made good the indemnities. 


Last week’s “Variety” reported the 
test case of Hal Sherman against 
Duclos on a telegraphic engagement, 
with a test as to the validity of con- 
tracting for a date by wire. 

The above indicates Duclos’ con- 
currence as to the legal binding 


value of his contracts by wire. 


Am. Show-Stopping Turn Single 
Standout in London Halls This Wk. 


Floor Show Acts for 
New French Circuit 
Of Grade Ballrooms 


Paris, Aug. 12. 


The dance-mad bourgoisie, an al- 
together respectable and law-abid- 
ing middle-class patronage, for- 
merly forced to. patronize the 
tougher dance halls, are given prime 
consideration in a circuit of better 
grade ballrooms with floor show 
entertainment, which Paul Franck 
and Jean Faber are organizing. Both 
are experienced showmen. 

Alleviation of the unemployment 
situation for many musicians and 
the lesser local acts is seen in this 
new large circuit. 

Two such ballrooms with floor 
shows are opening immediately in 
Paris; three more in the suburbs, 
and within three months 15 of the 
dance halls will be operating, ac- 
cording to plans of taking over al- 
ready established cafes or ballrooms 
and placing them on a franchised 
circuit booking system for enter- 
tainment. 


STOLL MAY RESTORE 
VAUDE IN ALHAMBRA 


London, Aug. 12. 

Inside trade report is that the Al- 
hambra will revert to vaudeville 
policy in October. Stoll is said to 
be lining up acts for the initial bill. 

Story probably has its inspiration 
in the fact that British International 
Pictures has not approached Stoll 
for a renewal of the tenant con- 
tract, the film concern being pre- 
pared to exercise its option only on 
condition that Stoll make radical 
alterations in the Alhambra. 

The demands are that the ca- 
pacity be increased by doing away 
with the bars, which are not allowed 
to operate when the house is used 
for pictures, 

B. I. also wants Stoll to rearrange 
the balcony seats, tearing out the 
three balconies and replacing them 
with two. This would add several 
hundred seats. It is estimated the 
alterations would call for the ex- 
penditure of $150,000. 


No Novelties Abroad 


London, Aug. 12. 

Jack Curtis, the American agent, 
here from the Continent looking for 
acts, has found nothing sensational 
to date. He is after European nov- 
elties for import. 

Entire Curtis family is on the 
Continent, all returning Oct. 4 on the 
“Lafayette.” 


McIntosh in Melbourne 


Melbourne, Aug. 12. 
McIntosh is bringing the 
back into a high busi- 


Hugh 
Tivoli here 
ness level. 

Ada Reeve's new English revue 
is booked in for the season and 
doing well. 


Jane Aubert Sails, 
But on Another Boat 


Paris, Aug. 12. 
Jane Aubert finally sailed Aug. 7 
on the “Europa,” having changed 


plans at the last minute. She goes 
to New York for a musicale. 

Publicity over her proposed sail- 
ing on the “Paris” Aug. 6 and the 
possibility her husband, Col. Morris, 
Chicago packer, might seek to re- 
strain her, had aroused much pub- 
lic interest. 

It was to avoid unwelcome atten- 
tion that she changed her steamship 
bookings. 


“Rose Marie” in Argentine 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 12. 


Mogador Theatre Company, from 
Paris, via Brazil, where it was 
highly successful, opens here at 
the Opera theatre in “Rose Marie,” 
jfeaturing Jane Marny and an Al- 


i bertina Rasch ballet. 


“Rose Marie” ran three years 


solid at the Mogador, ]} 


London, Aug. 12. 

New bills at the Coliseum and 
the Palladium, opening yesterday 
(11), were undistinguished, save for 
negative elements, 

Coliseum held Gracie Deagon and 
Charles Cannefax whose original 
comedy act has possibilities but 


suffered from apparent nervousness. 
There is every likelihood it will im- 
prove with acclimatization. 
Opening matinee’s business was 
good despite the summery outdoors. 
Same couldn't be said about the 
Palladium, which attracted an 80% 
capacity downstairs, the worst gross 
in months for an opening perform- 
ance, 
Palladium’s show looked more en- 
ticing than it actually played. Poor 
arrangement was chiefly to blame. 
The first half was slow, lacking 
comedy, whereas the second part 
was overburdened with it in the 
form of thre acts, two American. 

2 Am, Acts 

The Americans were Jean Gra- 
nese and the Michon Bros. Billy 
Bennett, native funster, held up the 
local comedy honors, 

Miss Granese was supported by 
her brother Charles and Tito De- 
joire, winding up with the laugh 
hit of the bill. This was their Lon- 
don debut. They stopped the show 
cold. 

“The Palm Beach Girls,” sound- 
ing like a bathing act, turned out 
to be another girl band. Femmes 
evidence good musicianship, but 
routine monotonously bad. 

Banks McLewers, syndicated 
eartoonist, cut his vaude career 
short by quitting voluntarily, real- 
izing his act was not good vaude. 

At the Holborn, Miller and Wilson 
cleaned up, proving themselves ideal 
English vaude, 

The boys are filling in until the 
new Charlot Revue starts, 


BETTER SHOW WEATHER 
HELPS LEGIT AND FILM 


The Hague, Aug. 12. 
The rain and cold spell which 
has swept down from the English 
Channel and now grips the north- 


ern sector of the Continent con- 
tinues as a boon and a boom to 
show business, not only in the 
Netherlands but adjacent portions 
of France, Belgium and Germany. 

Legit and pictures are benefit- 
ing. 

The Russian company Karussel 
is a big hit at the Theatre Royal 
with their colorful Russ revue. 

Asta has UFA’s “Der Blaue En- 
gel’ (“Blue Angel”), Jannings, doing 
capacity. Central revived Radio's 
“Rio Rita,” which continues to ca- 
pacity in its third week, 

The Hofstad company opened its 
season with a revival of Ridley’s 
“Ghost Train.” 

Circus Maxo’s new program fea- 
tures Capt. Wall with his 120 train- 
ed crocodiles, 


STANOJEVITCH DIES AT 70 


Comedian National 
Whole Nation Mourns 


Idol— 


Belgrade, Aug. 12. 

The comedian, Chicha Ilija Stano- 
jevitch, probably the foremost stage 
figure in Jugo-Slavia, died here 
Thursday (7). 

Stanojevitch, a national idol, real- 
ly created the country’s drama of 
his time. Among other things, he 
popularized the great French mas- 
ter of comedy, Moliere. 

Toward the end of his long career 
—he was 70—Stanojevitch turned 
to writing comedies himself, some 
of them, such as “Dorchol Busi- 
ness,” becoming very popular. 

The dead player’s funeral was ob- 
served by the whole nation as an 
event of general mourning. 


Chaliapin Off Radio 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 12. 
Chaliapin is adamant in his re- 
fusal to broadcast from the former 
municipal theatre He is playing 


here, 

Everything else is on the air but 
the Russian basso, 
| Claims it will react negatively on 
jhis draw, 
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Two Dirt Shows on Bway Kick 
Up Morality Fuss That May Lead 


To Censoring Legitimate Stage 


“Unless the allied arts of the the- 
atre band together to suppress 
salacious and indecent plays from 


stages of the legitimate theatre, 
nation wide censorship of the 
spoken drama will be jammed 
through and thus retard produc- 


tions of the speaking stage as it has 
already done in pictures. Equity 
has always been opposed to censor- 
ship, but something will have to be 
done within the ranks to offset the 
inevitable outside interference.” 

Frank tillmore, president of 
Equity, thusly summed up the cur- 
rent situation after apprised of the 
onslaught taken by the Catholic 
Theatre Movement, of which Cardi- 
nal Hayes of New York is honorary 
president. 

The tirade against indecent stage 
productions was in form of a let- 
ter by Monsignor Lavelle lacing 
salacious shows in general and two 
current Broadway attractions in 
particular. Although refraining 
from mentioning the shows at- 
tacked, the bomshells were focused 
at “Lysistrata” and “Vanities.” 

The letter was prominently dis- 
played in the Catholic Weekly Bul- 
letin, freely distributed through the 
various parishes of the Catholic 
Diocese of New York, including St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral. Its distribu- 
tion excited interest that wound its 
way into the daily press of New 
York, which gave Cardinal Hayes’ 
proposed campaign plenty of en- 
couragement. 

Scathing 

In addition to the Lavelle letter 
the Bulletin. also carried an edi- 
torial captioned “Classic and Mod- 
ern Animalism Exploited,” which 
followed with a scathing denunci- 
ation of the productions involved 
and enlisted aid of Catholics in 
stamping out such productions, by 
refraining from patronizing them. 

The Catholic Theatre Movement 
was inaugurated several years ago. 
It has over 10,000 members and 
publishes a “white list” in its 
monthly bulletin, endorsing plays 
meeting with its approval, but has 
never before attempted a crusade 
against productions, previously 
limiting intended chastisement to 
those not meeting with approval by 
ignoring them in the bulletin. 

Gillmore stated that Equity Coun- 
cil and he had seen the signs as 
regards ultimate censorship of the 
spoken drama stage., Several months 
ago they set at work on a plan, he 
said, to be submitted to the Dra- 
matists’ Guild and Managers’ Pro- 
tective Association at a meeting 
which Gillmore proposes to call if 
given sufficient encouragement by 
the managers and playwrights, 

Lay Arbitration Board 

Gillmore, both as Equity head 
and personally, has been against 
censorship of the legit stage and 
has combatted any steps in this di- 
rection. A rough draft of Equity’s 
plan would be creation of an arbi- 
tration board comprising laymen 
okayed by Dramatists’ Guild and 
M. P. A., as well as Equity, to sit 
in judgment on scripts with sus- 
picioned objectionable themes. 

Such a body could be effective, 
Gillmore thinks, than the former 


Citizens’ Play Jury. It would be 
more speedier and unhampered by 
outside influences, since the arbi- 
tartors would not be stationary, but 
changeable, and not even known to 
those involved, says Gillmore, 
While most view the Catholic 


Church crusade as the forerunner 
to censorship of the legit stage, 
others are not inclined to take it so 
seriously. It’s no secret, however, 
that several assemblymen have al- 
ready drafted bills for censorship of 
the legit theatre and are awaiting 
the opportune moment to spring 
them. 

Show business, or rather the 
branches involved—actors,  play- 
wrights and producers—may now 
get together on a plan of their 
own, amounting to voluntary cen- 
sorship, so as to abrogate possibility 
of passage of a censorship bill, and 
a politician board of censorship 
which would naturally follow. 


Tamblyn in Shorts 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Eddie Tamblyn has been engaged 
by Tuxedo to do a two-reel comedy, 
“Tearing to Go.” Tamblyn, who 
was in “Follow Thru,” was brought 
here by Schwab & Mandell. This 
is his first picture work. 

Nat Ross is directing. 


T. A. R. Arbitration 


Theatrical Artists Representa- 
tives, comprising a majority of 
Equity licensed casting agents, have 
named a council of three to arbi- 
trate claims and complaints from 
members. 

Council comprises Arthur Lyons, 
M. S. Bentham and Walter Batche- 
lor. 

Three new members elected to 
membership last week when granted 
operating licenses by Equity, were 
Sydney Phillips, Richard Pitman, 
Roehm & Richards. 


B’WAY SHOWS STOLEN 
FOR SUMMER HOTELS 


Policy of social staffs at hotels 
and camps of stealing Broadway 
gags, blackouts, skits and frequent- 
ly an entire Broadway show, has 
grown common. 

This summer three summer 
camps are reported to have staged 
copies of four New York musicals. 
Social divectors come to the city 
oi.ce or twice weekly to attend 
vaude and legit shows, to steal 
every good gag or blackout. They 
usually attend the shows on Mon- 
day. After entering the data in 
a notebook, they return to their 
resorts and the following Saturday 
a show is put on which consists of 
everything seen the preceding Mon- 
day. 


Owners Don’t Know 

When planning to put on a copy 
of a Broadway musical, they at- 
tend the performance with the 
leading players of their staff to wit- 
ness it in its original form and 
get an idea as to how it should 
be done. 

Operators of the resorts usually 
don’t know what it is all about. 
Squawks aiong the main stem are 
th-t it would not be so bad if they 
employed lay-off actors, who know 
their stuff. But the places employ 
a bunch of amateurs, who usually 
kill the performance. 


LEW LESLIE BROKE, 
BUT WRITERS SUE 


Dorothy Fields and Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh, songwriters of Lew Leslie’s 
first “Blackbirds,” and also the flop 
“International Revue,” served Leslie 
and his corporation in an account- 
ing and injunction suit for royalties 
on the show. Writers never re- 
ceived anything. 

Miss Fields is also after $1,000 in 
overdue royalties alleged owing 
from “Blackbirds.” McHugh was 
paid in full. 

Leslie’s attitude is that he’s broke, 
having lost $300,000 on the “Inter- 
national Revue” and that the 
writers might have waited until his 
new “Blackbirds” got going. Latter 
is being financed by the Shuberts in 
exchange for the booking privilege. 


Lippe’s Road Venture 


Al, Lippe has acquired the road 
rights to “Virtue’s Bed” and is or- 
ganizing a company to open in Chi- 
cago Labor Day. 

Lippe was formerly stage man- 
ager for Lohmuller & Emery, orig- 
inal producers of the piece which 
had a brief run last spring at the 
Hudson. With firm stepping out 
when unable to carry on further, 
show continued under management 
of Al. Schnebbe, lessee of the 
Hudson. 


Theatre Donor Directs Play 
Glens Falls, N. Y., Aug. 12. 

The Lochlea Playhouse at Wells, 
Vt., just across the state line, about 
20 miles east of this city, the gift 
to the community by Mrs. Annie R. 
Huyck of Wells, formally opened 
with “An Arizona Cowboy,” by a 
group of amateur players. 

Mrs. Huyck, responsible for the 
“little theatre’ movement in Wells, 
directed the presentation, assisted 
by her brother, Frank Ritchie of 
Saratoga Springs, visiting her for 


the summer. 


CRAIN SUBPOENAS WALKER 
Intelligible to all of New York, 
but an enigma to the rest of the 
country. We're understood all over, 
they know as soon as our name is 
flashed “It is to laugh.” 
Cosmopolitan, National, Interna- 
tional. 
Originators of “Tintype’ Comedy 


(CHIC) (ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


Week Aug. 16, Montreal 
R-K-O Direction, LEE STEWART 


TWO BITS TENT REVUE 
GETS TORONTO DOUGH 


Toronto, Aug. 12. 

“Merrymakers,” open air revue, 
grabbing big biz here. Work in 
from three shows up nightly at 25 
cents a crack. 
Faces on lake and always cool. 
Those fed up with talkers welcome 
Revue presented by actors 
waiting for fall season. Been night- 
ly (except Sunday) for’ three 
months, 


ROSENTHAL OUT $10,000 
SUES JOLSON FOR IT 


Harry Rosenthal hag _ retained 
counsel to start suit against Al Jol- 
son because of the latter’s abandon- 
ment of a proposed series of Eu- 
ropean concert appearances this 
summer. Five such dates had been 
tentatively arranged. Rosenthal 
was to have received $1,000 for each. 

Rosenthal claims damages to the 
extent of $10,000 on the ground that 
the summer season would have net- 
ted him that much. No written 
agreement was made between Jol- 
son and the _ pianist-actor, but 
Rosenthal alleges an oral contract, 
with the sailing date and other de- 
tails arrived at. 

Rosenthal will be featured in 
“June Moon,” due to start touring 
next month. 


Wm. Moore Patch Dead 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. 

Death last week brought an end 
to the stormy career of William 
Moore Patch, former Pittsburgh 
newspaperman,; dramatic critic, pro- 
ducer and promoter. Patch died in 
a hospital in Stroudsburg, Pa., and 
shortly after his death, a detainer 
was lodged against the body by the 
district attorney of Philadeiphia for 
the purpose of identification. 

Fatch was sentenced to serve 10 
to 20 years in the penitentiary last 
November after he had pleaded 
guilty in Philadelphia to charges 
of defrauding Thomas McKean, his 
partner in publishing a short-lived 
theatrical publication, of $400,000. 

The sentence was revoked in 
April by the State Superior Court 
because he was suffering even then 
from an incurable ailment which 
last week proved fatal. 


Gamble on “Red Love” 


“Red Mates,” formerly known as 
“Red Love,” which suspended re- 
hearsals due-to financial difficulties 
and delay in posting bond at Equity, 
resumed last week. 

Resumption was made possible 
through cast agreeing to waive bond 
and gamble services. 

“Red Mates” is the initial pro- 
duction of Sussanoff Productions, 
Inc., which floated the production. 


Stamford Tryouts 
Stamford, Conn., Aug. 1p. 
Shuberts now using Playhouse 
here as a tryout house. 
Road shows are being worked in 


between stock productions. 


Guild Shows and for 
Uniform Scale of $3 


Top All Over 


Cook Show in Hub 


“Fine and Dandy,” musical star- 
ring Joe Cook, with Morris Green 
and Lewis Gensler producing, opens 
at the Tremont, Boston, Aug. 25. 

Company has Dora Maughan, 
Dave Chasen, Nell O’Day, George 
Neville, Naldi and Caginni, George 
Schiller, Wallace Sisters, Rita Rac- 
quel, Kahr, Russo and Kahr, Joan 
Geddes, Joe Clayton, Billy Randall, 
Betty Rees, Eleanor Powell, Laura 
Clarion and Tommy Atkins Sextet. 


GRAND JURY THROWS 
OUT “VANITIES” CASE 


Charges of indecency in “Vanities,” 
at the New Amsterdam, by the po- 
lice against Earl Carroll and several 
members of the cast were thrown 
out of court Tuesday morning when 
the grand jury refused to indict. 
Along Broadway the opinion was 
that it was three to one on that 
result. 

Although in an orderly manner, 
the arrest of the “Vanities” players 
caused ‘plenty of excitement on 
Broadway last month. There had 
been no complaint to the district 
attorney, but Captain James Coy, 
referred to as the police censor, se- 
cured 11 warrants, and the accused 
were arrested. The magistrate’s 
court seemed to regard the case 
seriously, remanding Carroll and 
three of his players for Special Ses- 
sions. The case was then referred 
to General Sessions, which requires 
indictment before a trial by jury. 

Police Had Weak Case 

At the grand jury proceeding in- 
dications were that the police had a 
weak case. Coy went before the 
body after Assistant District Attor- 
ney Harold W. Hastings presented 
the case for the people. Sergeant 
Powers, the police show stenogra- 
pher, then testified. Counsel for the 
defendants then sent word to the 
grand jury that they would like to 
testify, waiving immunity. Faith 
Bacon, Jimmy Savo, Kay Carroll 
and Earl Carroll appeared in that 
order. Five minutes later the grand 
jury announced its decision—no true 
bill. The complained-about bits in 
“Vanities” were a window dressing 
scene, which was removed from the 
show, and Miss Bacon’s fan dance, 
in which she was accused of being 
entirely nude. It remains in the 
revue, 


DUFFY MAY LINE UP 
NEW COAST STRING 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Henry Duffy may line up a stock 
circuit out here on a new basis 
capitalizing his experience as show- 
man and producer. 

It is believed that the Alcazar 
and President, San Francisco, will 
join C. E. Toberman, owner of the 
El Capitan, Hollywood, in retaining 
Duffy as supervisor and producer. 
Toberman has already okayed the 
idea. 

Under the new idea Duffy would 
receive a flat salary of $100 weekly 
from each house, plus expense ac- 
count, 

All houses would feature his con- 
nection. 


Chi Musicians Set 


Chicago, Aug. 12, 
New contract between the legit 
houses and musicians’ union prob- 
ably will be renewed next week 
without change, as was done with 
the picture houses, Present two- 

year agreement expires Sept. 1. 
Legit scale is $90 a week for nine 
shows. Other provisions, that every 
house using musicians must have 
a migimum band of four, and that if 
a musical show carries four mu- 
sicians 15 local men must be hired. 


NEW MELLER FOR ELTING= 


A. H. Wood’s “Ninth Guest,” by 
Owen Davis, now in the sticks, 
comes into the Eltinge, New York, 
Aug. 25. 

Cast includes Allan Dinehart, Wil- 
liam Courtleigh, Berton Churchill, 
Frank Shannon, Thais Lawton, 
Grace Kern, Owen Davis, Jr., Wil- 
ton Lackaye, Jr., Robert Vivian and 


Edwin Stanley. 


Four years ago, when the Theatre 
Guild announced that it would send 
its shows on tour and secure sub- 
scriptions in many cities, the plan 
was thought’ unfeasible alon 
Broadway. Where the subscription 
would get over in New York, it wag 
held that the plan was n 

ew to the. 
atregoers outside of New York, 

The plan worked. 

Within the past six weeks sey. 
eral producers with shows to send 
on tour during the coming seagon 
have limited the tours of their plays 
to the towns where the Guild hag 
attracted its best business. One 
producer refused to take a route ag 
offered him by the booking Office, 
but ascertained the spots where the 
Guild’s attractions had gotten their 
heaviest grosses. His show is now 
booked only in those spots. 

For the coming season the Guild 
will send shows into Chicago, Bos. 
ton, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Pitts. 
burgh, Cleveland, St. Louis, Detroit, 
Cincinnati and Washington. 

The Guild’s season in New York 
starts Oct. 13 with Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne in “Elizabeth, the 
Queen,” by Maxwell Anderson. Two 
weeks later, at the Martin Beck, 
will come “Green Grow the Lilacs,” 
a play of earlier Oklahoma (and 
nobody named Cimarron in it), by 
a new playwright, Lynn Riggs, 
Immediately f llowing that will be 
Shakespeare’s “Much Ado About 
Nothing,” to be designed and di- 
rected by Robert Edmond Jones, 

There is a possibility Schnitzler's 
“The Lonely Way” will be done this 
season by the Guild. Two other 
pieces for the New York subscrib- 
ers, and the Guild Studio, which 
last year produced “Red Rust” suc- 
cessfully, will do three plays this 
season. Likely another “Garrick 
Gaieties” for a next summer’s run, 

3d Year for “Interlude” 

On tour next year the Guild will 
send two companies of “Strange In- 
terlude,” touring for the third year, 
These companies won't go into the 
subscription cities save for repeat 
dates. 

For the subscription towns there 
will be Bernard Shaw's “Apple 
Cart,” which tours with its New 
York cast. Also the Russian comedy 
by Turgenev, “A Month in the 
Country,” in which Alla Nazimova 
has the leading role; “Garrick Gaie- 
ties,” which will be made into 4 
composite revue with material taken 
from the first and second editions 
to replace the New York localisms 
in the present show, and later Lunt 
and Fontanne will tour in “Eliza- 
beth,” which opens in Philadelphia 
Sept. 29, but comes to New York 
immediately after. “Green Grow 
the Lilacs” will play two weeks out 
of town, Baltimore and Washington, 
before New York. The Guild's other 
touring show, going out Feb. 1, will 
be selected from the new plays done 
in New York this season. 

The Guild has decided to revise 
its scale. Saturday night prices are 
now the same as on other nights. 
This applies to New York, Chicago, 
Philadelphia and Boston, where the 
tilted scale of 50 cents more has 
long been a custom. It gives the 
Guild a uniform $3 top in and out of 
New York, with orchestra subscrib- 
ers top at $2.50 and pro rata for the 
rest of the house. 


BONDS UP FOR TWO 


Three Other Early Legit Ventures 
Are Co-op or Bond Waived 


Bonds for two forthcoming pro- 
ductions were posted at Equity last 
week. 

Productions involved are “Prin- 
cess Charming,” which Connolly & 
Swanstrom will produce, and 
“American Tempo,” by George Man- 
ker Watters, which will reach pro- 
duction via Zero Productions, Inc. 

Three others currently in rehear- 
sal, with cast on commonwealth and 
waiving bond, are “72d Street,” “Red 
Mates” and “Safe Investments.’ 


Craven’s Double Work 


Frank Craven returns to legit this 
season as author-star of “That's 
Gratitude.” John Golden is produc 
ing. Piece opens at the Boulevard 
Jackson Heights, L. I., Aug. 25, an 
enters a New York house, possibly 
the Little, two weeks later. 

Support cast includes Marie 
Nordstrom, George Barbier, Maida 
Reed, Thelma Marsh, Gerald Kent, 
George Wright and James Lane 
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LEGIT NEEDS 


Pacific Northwest Legit-Hungry: 
Populations Doubled in 20 Years 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

The continual cry that the road 

g suicide for legit shows doesn’t 

m to be a fact in the Pacific 
Northwest. Towns through the sec- 
tion are on edge for legit entertain- 
ment. About the only “flesh” they 
gee is in the Fanchon & Marco units 

sing through on their way east. 

Aberdeen and Seattle, Wash.; 
Portland and Eugene, Ore.; Mis- 
goula and Butte, Mont., and other 
towns in that section have been 
without a legit show for the past 

months. 
eee are towns where George 
arliss, “The Desert Song,” “Hit the 
Deck” and “Strange Interlude” did 
record one-night business. Butte, 
in the heart of the minin.; country, 
gold out for two nights on “Inter- 
lude,” despite that the show 
started at 5 p. m., when most of 
the boys were still under ground. 

According .o theatre operators in 
that part of the country, it’s a 
question of selling the show by the 
game methods as are used in selling 
pictures. The old idea of an ad- 
vance man going into a town and 
buying the local editcr a couple of 
drinks is cut. 

Advance Selling 

Modern methods dictate that the 
shor’ rust be sold to the clubs and 
service organization a month before 
it gets in the neighborhood. The 
gag of appeaiing to the vanity of 
the community is what sells the 
show. System. used by the Theatre 
Guild is going into a town two 
months in advance of the show and 
gelling out the entire house for the 
performances at that time. Accord- 
ing to those who have used this 
method, it’s all in making the 
small towners think they’re big 
people. 

Most of the smaller towns in this 
section have doubled their popula- 
tion in the past 20 years. In this 
respect they’re no longer one night 
stands. Also, as a matter of com- 
munity boosting, the Chi.mbers of 
Commerce and other civic bodies 
have been out after the road shows. 

Recently, in both San Diego and 
Fresno these bodies went on rec- 
ord as trying to induce legit shows 
to make the towns. They figure 
that a wood show in town will draw 
from outlying spots and thereby 
bring business into their city. 

Road shows on the Coast usually 
Play only Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, passing up the rest of the 
territory as a bad bet. 


Brice-Jessel, Co-stars? 


George Jessel is reported engaged 
to co-star with Fannie Brice in 
Billy Rose’s debut production, 
“Cornbeef and Roses.” He has 
dropped work on “Wonder Bar,” the 
novelty importation for which the 
Bayes (roof theatre) was to have 
been reconstructed. 

It is said that Jessel’s change of 
Plans followed a disagreement with 
J. J. Shubert, who saw the show in 
Vienna and proposed to direct it. 
Jessel is at present playing in vaude. 


Says Heat Too Hot, 
So Show Postponed 


“Bridge of Sighs” scheduled for 
rehearsal this week as initial fling 
or Leo Friedman, attorney -produ- 
cer, has been set back because of 

©«ontinued heat wave. 

contracts had been issued, but 
enfative cast were notified re- 

Sals are off until further notice. 


Fredericks in New One 


ae Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
+e asco and Curran will produce 
ew play titled “Crimson Hour,” 
Shipman and John B. 
er, with Pauline Fredricks 
ed. Opens at the Curran, San 
ancisco, Sept. Te 
— is Miss Fredricks’ first stage 
is arance since her marriage early 
year, 


vv 


AGENT GOES TO WORK 


Geo. Gerwing Lands Job in Studios 
Horse Opera 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Because legit is so bad George. 
Gerwing, of the Jacobs & O’Brien 
agency, has gotten himself a job. 
His office will be closed for three 
weeks, while George collects some 
coin working in “Horses,” indie nag 
opera produced on the Universal lot 
by National Players. 


GIVE 
AWAY RIGHTS 


Earl Carroll wants his principals 
to cede all rights for “publicity and 
advertising” to him, to do as he sees 
fit. Some of the cast have objected. 

They cannot see why Carroll 
might have free use of their sig- 
natures and testimonials for com- 
mercial purposes, if it ever arises, 
without being specifically consulted, 
and their rights not ceded away on 
a blanket contract. 


Actors at Rehearsals 
Happy Enough to Over- 
look Heat Discomfort 


Actors are the only people who 
don’t mind the hot weather. . While 
everyone else is stalling on the job 
and moaning in discomfort, the per- 
formers around Broadway are work- 
ing away at rehearsals or running 
about the hot streets, all pepped up 
and happy because of optimistic 
hopes for the coming season. Heat 
or discomfort mean nothing to an 
actor in the throes or expectation 
of a new role. 

Every other theatre harbors a 
perspiring, contented group in re- 
hearsal. The nearby beaches could 
offer them no greater pleasure. 

Show girls answer calls and 
wait for hours in some stuffy swel- 
tering hall, gay as larks, 

As often as the makeup comes off 
with the heat they replace it, and 
fix themselves up endlessly. Those 
actors who can rehearse out of 
town get the breaks, but no one 
envies them. To have something to 
rehearse at all is all that is asked. 

To take a look at*the average 
office force and then get a glimpse 
of a bunch of actors rehearsing 
their new roles with the tempera- 
ture at 90, is a revelation. Most of 


sects and lay organizations, 


RAL 


CODE 


WILL HAYS’ NEA ‘Young Actresses in Demand by. 


FOR BOTH 


Conservative Bodies Favor- 
ably React to Films’ Own 
Censorship — C at h olics 
Too—Think Same Code 
Will Protect Stage from 
Indecency in Plays 


COINCIDENTS 


Proving that it is not the elastic 
band which wise parts of the film 
industry and the world anticipated 
it would be, the Hollywood code 
of ethics, defining maximum and 
minimum of screen emotions, has 
struck its first blow. Almost simul- 
taneously from a powerful influen- 
tial quarter, it has received an en- 
dorsement representative of the ap- 
probation of millions of fans. 

Reports are now that representa- 
tive lay groups would like to see 
the Hays’ code adapted for the 
legit stage productions. 

An important film producer has 
been forced to scrap one production 
at a loss of $400,000 and to re-make 
part of another at an additional ex- 
pense estimated to exceed $100,000. 
The pictures violated provisions of 
Hollywood’s new “Book of Stat- 
utes.” 

The Catholic church, almost at 
the same time that it is declaring 
war on obscenity in the legit field, 
hails filmdom’s decree governing 
screen morals and language as a 
worthy and commendable move. 

It is just a coincidence, however, 
that the campaign to clean-up the 
legit houses on Broadway, the 
church’s approval of the code, and 
the first execution of the” picture 


Sydney Fox, Hold-Out 
On Lay-Off, Wins Award 


Controversy between Sydney Fox, 
femme lead of “Lost Sheep,” and 
George Choos, producer, over Miss 
Fox’s claim for salary for two weeks’ 
layoff period of the piece, was ami- 
cably adjusted at Equity last week, 
with Miss Fox paid in full. 

Miss Fox reopened with the show 
at the Brighton, Brighton Beach, 
this week (11). 


STRANGE BIRDS 
LEGIT “ANGELS” 


There is really just a handful of 
producers who are real producers 
on Broadway. The rest are strange 
birds to the legit, who drift in and 
out of show business, and every so 
often disappear entirely. 

There are also a number of pro- 
difcters (not backers) whose real 
business aside from the theatre is 
anything from soup to nuts. 

Some of the legit producers at 
present are Philip Gerton, now with 
Hyman Adler, in the hosiery busi- 
ness; Sam Freidman, certified pub- 
lic accountant; L. A. Safian, law- 
yer; William Birns, furniture busi- 
ness; Joe Bair, hair net business; 
Larry Fay, taxicab business; Wil- 
liam Balte, gasoline station busi- 
ness; Ned Jakobs, former violinist; 
with others in the slot machine 
business and flour business, 


laws, as applied, should occur at the 
same time. 

Far more significant in these oc- 
currences is the new light of trust, 
respect and fear in which producer 
spokesmen now describe the code 
and censorship as being, and about 
to be, seen. With the industry's 
own battle against censorship of 
the paid kind settling down to a 
crisis, film executives see the code 
as the strongest argument to pro- 
cure the paid censor’s scalp and to 
put in his stead the code and groups 
of public spirited citizenry in the 
various communities of the coun- 
try. 

Catholics Liberal 

Catholicism is regarded as the 
strongest and yet one of the most 
liberal of religious censor bodies by 
filmdom’s spokesmen, Unlike some 
it is 
pointed out refraining from 
squawking and hurting with silence. 
The psychology of not calling at- 
tention to something ruled as un- 


desirable is the basis for this stand, 


the actors won’t even take time out /|as interpreted by producers and, as 


for an ice cream soda. admitted by them, 
damning to the box office. 


WHITE WON’T PRODUCE 
WHILE LEAGUE LASTS 


is far more 

Of the seven organization review- 
ing boards in Hollywood, the Inter- 
national Federation of Catholic 
Alumnae is regarded by film men 


as second only in influence and im- 


portance to the General Federation 


George White has no production|of Women’s Clubs which reaches 
plans for the new season. Still op-|over a score of millions of women. 
posed to the Theatre League con- The Catholic reviewing board is 
trol of theatre tickets, he claims he|composed of only young women 
will not produce under present con-|who are graduates of some Cath- 
ditions, nor in fact as long as the/|olic college. Reviews are solely on 
League functions, the pictures deemed good. Film in- 


The date of White’s “Flying 
High,” at the Apollo, New York, is 
indefinite. It is expected to hold 
well into the new season. He pro- 
poses to take the company and pro- 
duction intact to the coast next 


siders in New York impartially de- 
clare that these women 
clean entertainment, 
trouble. 

broadcast 
list,’ on which the pictures okayed 


look for 
and not just 
Ten radio stations now 
the Catholics’ “white 


summer and make a talker of the|are included while literature dis- 
show, anticipating its readiness for | seminated through 8,000 depots and 
release early in the ’31-’32 season. published in some of the daily 


Warner Stage Musical 


Fields, Rodgers and Hart have 
been assigned by Warners to write 
an original musical for the stage 
which Warners will produce on 
Broadway during the winter. 


newspapers informs the rest of the 
country on the reviewers’ action. 


Of the various Hollywood organ- 


ization boards the average number 
of pictures approved for general re- 
lease is 90% 
output. The others include: Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution, 


of filmdom’s yearly 


Herbert Fields arrived in New]|American University Women, Boy 

York from te coast Friday (8) | Scouts and Y. M. C, A. 
where he and Rodgers were working | The film industry, according to 
jsome of its franker executives, 


on film stories for Warners. 


A Barrymore Daughter 
Appears with Mother 
For Blackface Debut 


Ethel Barrymere’s young daugh- 
ter, Ethel Barrymore Colt, will ap- 
pear with her mother In the drama- 
tization of “Scarlet Sister Mary” to 
be done this fall. 

Both Barrymores will be in black- 
face. For the daughter, it will be a 
debut, and the first time any Barry- 
more ever debutted under cork. 

Young Miss Colt, who graduated 
from a finishing school near Phila- 
delphia last spring and who has 
been abroad with her mother dur- 
ing the summer, had always fig- 
ured upon going on the stage. Upon 
her graduation last spring Miss 
Barrymore confirmed that ambition. 
It was said, however, that she would 
spend several seasons in study, 
Ethel Barrymore has taken, dur- 
ing the past summer, her first vaca- 
tion in several years. Most of the 
time she suffered with a throat af- 
fliction which made it almost im- 
possible for her to talk. This be- 
came known when she was called 
upon to address the English actors 


interested in organizing the Brit- 
ish equivalent of Equity. 

In “Scarlet Sister Mary” Miss 
Colt will have the role of one of 


old Mary’s wayward daughters. The 


| book is about a colored family which 


numbers some prolific breeders. 


Collins & Holland Firm 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
An expected legit producing part- 
nership names Arthur Collins and 
George Holland as merging. 
“Young Love,” due to follow “Fata 
Morgana” at Erlanger’s Columbia, 
San Francisco, about Sept. 1, will 
launch the firm. 
Tom Douglas will have the lead. 


co-operates with the religious and 
social bodies and Is not backing its 
code of ethics or listening to com- 
plaints because of any desire to be- 


come righteous. As one man puts it: 
“Naughty pictures means bad |} 
| 
business and no business can be | 


bad and live long.” 


commonwealth. 


Plays Requiring Numerous Girls 


There is a demand for clever 
young actresses around 18 to 20. 
There are a number of all femme 
shows in prospect with most of the 
likely girls snapped up, while there 
are a number still needed. 
Competing with the Crosby Gaige 
production, “One Beautiful Even- 
ing,” which has about 24 women in 
the cast, is Henry Forbes attempt- 
ing to cast “School Girl’ with 14 
women in it. Paul Streger has an- 
otker, “Nice Girl,” which will have 
a huge feminine cast. 

Titles are very girlish this sea- 
son too. 3eside “School Girl’ and 
“Nice Girl’ there will be the dra- 
matization of Vina Delmar’s “Bad 
Girl,” with Sylvia Sydney in the 
lead. 

Girls for these shows are not too 
easy to get, because they must not 
look toe much alike. There has to 
be something different and distinc- 
tive in the large groups of girls. 

For once producers are finding 
that the ingenue type usually in 
demand can be too much of a good 
thing. 


LIEGGY’S ‘POMPADOUR’ 
FOR EVELYN LAYE 


When Evelyn Laye goes under 
the management of Ziegfeld it is 
understood that her first show for 
that producer will be “Madame 
Pompadour,’ which she created in 
London, 

Although this operetta was done 
in New York a few years ago with 
Wilda Bennett, and then Hope 
Hampton on the road, it is reported 
that Ziegfeld has every intention of 
reviving the piece with his own 
ideas. 

Miss Laye is currently on the 
Coast, preparing to make “Lilli” 
(film) for Samuel Goldwyn, after 
which she returns east to go on the 
road in “Bitter Sweet” this fall. 
It is following this tour that Zieg- 
feld plans “Pompadour” for the 
English girl, who did the Lonsdale 
version abroad. Clara Kummer did 
the transcription for the Martin 
Beck-Dillingham production here. 


Chorus Equity’s Gonner 
Protect Girls Against 
Too Rough Directors 


Complaints by choristers of what 
they called rough treatment at the 
hands of some dance directors of 
musicals is being given official at- 
tention by Chorus Equity. 

Mrs. Dorothy Bryant, head of 
Chorus Equity, said several com- 
plaints had been made, but since 
they were anonymous communica- 
tions she would not name the direc- 
tors involved. If complainants come 
out in the open, Mrs. Bryant de- 
clared she would take up the mat- 
ter of alleged ill treatment with the 
producers employing any accused 
directors. 


Mrs. Bryant has posted general 
notice on the bulletin board at 
Chorus Equity, urging the complain- 


ers to communicate with her in per- 
son on the matter and promising 
that names would be withheld if re- 
quested. 

Mrs. Bryant admitted that there 
had previously been similar com- 
plaints, which were readily adjusted 
when she took the subject up with 
managements. Producers have cau- 
tioned the directors to treat the 
choristers properly. 

The recent Arthur Hammerstein- 
Jack Haskell fracas may have had 
something to do with Mrs. Bryant's 
campaign for better treatment of 
choristers. 


COMMONWEALTH NOW 
“Safe Investments,” which tem- 
porarily halted rehearsals last week 
due to a walkout of several of the 
cast, has resumed with people on 
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OUT-OF-TOWN REVIEWS 


Second Little Show 


Boston, Aug. 12. 


Revue in two acts and 33 scenes. Pre- 
sented by Brady and Wiman, in association 
with Tom Weatherly. Lyrics mostly by 
Howard Dietz. Music mostly by Arthur 
Schwartz. Dances staged by Dave Gould. 
At Wilbur, Boston, Aug. 11. 

Al Trahan Joe Lewis 
Ned Wever Gus Hyland 
Ruth Tester Davey Jones 
Yuxona Cameron Gloria Grafton 
Kay Hamill Helen Gray 
Eleanor Mofett Tashamira 


Much will have to be done to “The 
Second Little Show.” But, whatever 
happens, Al Trahan and Ruth Tester 
stay in. Without them and an ex- 
traordinary chorus of 14 girls and 
seven boys it would be a sad revue. 

Trahan, with Yukona Cameron, is 
the high spot, stopping the show 
with their roughneck vaudeville 
routine at the piano. And they 
stopped it flat, getting one of the 
biggest hands ever given a revue 
locally. And Boston has for several 
years been a pet burying ground for 
ambitious revue and musical pro- 
ducers wanting to know the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth. 

Miss Tester, after struggling with 
several numbers not adapted to her 
range, finally knuckled onto “Sing 
Something Simple,” an interpolated 
number by Herman Hupfeld, and 
the evening was saved. This came 
close to midnight, however. 

The chorus is a dancing and 
working one, with simple but effec- 
tive routines, and working like 
something bleached up from Har- 
lem. The 14 and 7 hook-up stages 
well, and apparently keys in with a 
“Lucky Seven” number, which early 
in rehearsals was apparently 
thought to be hot. 

Staging and costumes represent a 
small nut, but will get by. The 
sketches and black-outs are by al- 
most everybody, with Mare Connelly 
carrying off first honors with a wild 
burlesque on hotel service. The 
black-outs and gags are remarkably 
free from neurotics and erotics, and 
the show is almost without a blush. 
Three bedroom triangles are given 
in one scene to save time, all funny 
and all tending to make it tough 
going for future revues to find much 
meat, as they really are a satire on 
travesty. 

Opening is novel, the announce- 
ment that New York has seceded 
from the United States. Then Tra- 
han comes on as mayor in an open 
barouche fitted up with a bar and 
with a two-man trick horse drag- 
ging it. By the time he finishes his 
speech, the rear half of the horse 
has collapsed, and when Trahan 
asks where the missing part can be 
found, everybody says “In the back 
seat.” 

The show needs talent, voices and 
another outstanding number. The 
lyrics in spots are there, but they 
are not being put over, especially 
the bit by Ned Wever, entitled “The 
Clock at the Astor.” 

“The Second Little Show” can 
and will be put over, but it will not 
be whipped into shape as a successor 
to the original show in the two 
weeks originally estimated for this 
town, And the title is too valuable 
to be jeopardized by being sent into 
New York while still wet. Libbey. 


THE 9TH GUEST 


Atlantic City, Aug. 12. 

A shrewd, exciting and entertain- 
ing melodrama is at the Apollo this 
week bearing the title of “The 9th 
Guest.” Owen Davis wrote it. He 
has not only fashioned a mystery 
play chock full of tricky chills and 
fevers, but set it in as modern a 
style as a baffle drama can be in 
these advanced days. 

Eight guests are assembled in a 


BONDS 


For New Productions 


With the new season ap- 
proaching and the theatrical 
producers looking forward 
hopefully to 1930-31, are you 
faced with the problem of se- 
curing bonds for your new 
shows. 


Let Us Take the Worry 
Off Your Hands. Phone 
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INSURANCE 


551 Fifth Ave. New York City 
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penthouse apartment, all drawn by 
a vague wire invitation simply 
signed “The Host.” The group are 
a peculiar set; the head of a uni- 
versity and an instructor who has 
been dismissed because of personal 
animosity; a politician and a woman 
lawyer who have worked the graft 
racket to the limit; a society leader 
and a defeated mayoral candidate 
who opposed the machine politico 
combination, and a young reporter 
and his sweetheart, gone Hollywood, 
who are at odds because of an 
estate which one wants to sell and 
the other won't. 

A collection of personalities, each 
of whom has in his life something 
he would keep hidden and every 
reason to hate one or more of the 
others assembled. 

As each begins to wonder who is 
responsible for the gathering, a 
mysterious voice from a radio in the 
center of the room warns them that 
during the night all will die and 
provide the means of their own 
deaths, unless they are clever enough 
to outguess him. In that event the 
host promises to appear and end his 
own life before those who survive. 
The guests are warned again that 
the front door of the apartment, the 
only exit, is highly charged, as is 
the radio. 

As the mystery is heightened by 
the strange deaths that follow a 
suspicion is cast, as usual, on those 
remaining. The feeling among the 
trapped group is that one of their 
number is the host. It is all cun- 
ningly worked out with the aid of 
phonographic records, electric con- 
traptions, poison and what not. 
Romance from time to time and gets 
rather squeezed in the process. In 
the end it is shyly putting up a face 
toward the limelight. 

The melo is excellent for two acts, 
but the last is a let-down in the evi- 
dent desire of the author to give an 
intelligent explanation of all his un- 
related happenings. Tightened yup 
and the whole given a slightly 
swifter tempo, “The 9th Guest” 
should prove profitable to A. H. 
Woods and his excellent cast: Allan 
Dinehart, Owen Davis, Jr., Brenda 
Dahlen, Frank Churchill, yrace 
Kern, William Courtleigh, Frank 
Shannon and Thais Lawton. 
Weintraub. 


LOVE TECHNIQUE 


Comedy with four scenes in three acts 


and one set. Written by Lester Cole. 
Staged and presented by Murray Phillips 
Aug. 7 at Studebaker, Chicago. 

Mimi Karlov...... ----Eve Casanova 
Janet Rolph.......... ....-Betty Garde 
Gale Montaign........ -..-Lou Tellegen 
Goorge Crockett Clyde Dillson 
Seela Clannigh: Betty Linley 


Chicago, Aug. 7. 
An early flop. “Love Technique” 
is a 100% miss. 
Lou Tellegen plays a matinee idol 
whose loves are ‘as plentiful as 
daisies. He marries a society bud 
as a gesture of vanity, continuing 
tc philander. At the end of three 
months, when she leaves him, then 
he loves her and wins her back. 
Maybe his vanity got the bumps. 

In places this piece intends to be 
ribald but is barely smirkingly bold. 
It cannot be acted for plain satire 
as it is poorly written for satire. 
It is not amusing as the action in 
nine-tenths of what amounts to 
blackouts with various damsels 
d’amour with» Tellegen: a brunet 
and two blondes, in succession. The 
playwright resorted to the old vaude 
habit of repeating lines and actions 
with the different women for hoi- 
polloi comedy. 

The first act curtain 
wherein Tellegen makes 
wife stay home. 

The play has Tellegen in pajama 
suits, but as a glassy male manikin. 
Betty Linley who marries the ladies’ 


is 
his 


good, 
new 


rave, has beautiful hair but a dis- 
tinctly showgirl poise. It detracts 
from her stage sophistication. 

The best support given the star, 
who needs plenty, is by Le Roi 


Operti as a somewhat comical man- 
servant. Loop. 


Stage to Pictures 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Hugh Williams has been given a 
principal part in “Charley’s Aunt,” 
which Christie is remaking. It’s his 
first picture. 
Williams came out here with the 
“Journey's End” company. 


“Gypsies” Tried Out 
Stamford, Aug. 12. 

The Stamford summer stock tried 
a. new play, “Gasoline Gypsies,” last 
week. Muriel Kirkland in the lead. 
George L. Miller was listed as asso- 
ciated in the production, with the 
play written by Charles Conger 
Stewart, author of “The Last 

Warning.” 
Support included Denis Gurney, 
Mabel Colcord, Betty Boice, Edith 
Gresham, Alden Chase and John 


Buckler, 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“ Red 


Mates” (Sussenoff 
Productions), Belmont. 

“Tan Topics” (Morrissey & 
Graf), Vanderbilt. 

“Little Show” (Brady & Wi- 
man), Forrest. 

“That’s Gratitude (John Gol- 
den), Little. 

“Princess Charming” (Con- 
nolly & Swanstrom), Imperial. 

“Release” (George M. Cohan), 
Liberty. 

“That’s the Woman” (C, B. 
Dillingham), Fulton. 

“Luana” (Arthur Hammer- 
stein), Hammerstein. 

“Frisco Kate” (Modern Pro- 
ductions), Comedy. 

“Torch Song” (Arthur Hop- 
kins), Plymouth. 

“Through the Night” (Pil- 
grim Productions), Bijou. 

“Fine and Dandy” (Green & 
Gensler), Erlanger. 

“72nd Street” (Tom John- 
ston), President. 

“Broadway Parade” 
Gilmore), Cherry Lane. 

“Twelfth Night” (Macgowan 
& Reed), Elliott. 


(Paul 


BROADWAY REVIEW 
DANCING PARTNER 


David Belasco’s production of a comedy 
in five scenes by Alexander Engel and Al- 
fred Grunwald; adapted by Frederic and 
Fanny Hatton. Settings by Joseph Wickes. 
Opening Aug. 5 at the Belasco theatre. 


Lord George Hampton...Henry Stephenson 


Lord Robert Brummel..... Lynne Overman 
Lady Charlotte Granville 


Gwen Davenham.. Claudia Morgan 
Armand Perichol..........Auguste Aramini 


Epailly 
Henri Symeux. Ivan Servais 
Rita-Vera..... Suzanne Caubaye 
».-.Germaine De Renty 
Annette Lebrun.......... Mauricette Ducret 
Nervous Flight 
Thomas Reynolds 


Again forcing the season by four 
weeks David Belasco brings forward 
as the first theatrical tidbit of 1930- 
31 a fluffy entertainment designated 
a comedy but rather conspicuously 
lacking in comedy. That the hot 
weather lethargy of August would 
ordinarily bring about prostration of 
so insubstantial a piece is certain, 
but in this case there is the Belasco 
touch. Which is to say the situ- 
ation becomes quite different. 

A plot proposition of overwhelm- 
ing triteness has_ been prettily, 
smartly and interestingly told. Even 
while knowing well in advance what 
is about to transpire the average 
spectator will find no dead spots of 
boredom. Prominent among the 
Belasco accomplishments is a tempo 
that keeps attention riveted. 

Above all, “Dancing Partner” is 
superbly cast and delightfully acted. 
Lynne Overman, [Irene Purcell, 
Henry Stephenson and Charlotte 
Granville individually and in com- 
bination weave a spell of plausibil- 
ity and importance over and through 
a@ very threadbare romance stun- 
ningly mounted in five different sets. 
Perhaps one scene more than any 
other is likely to figure in putting 
“Dancing Partner’ over financially. 
That is the scene in a passenger 
aeroplane which gives a futuristic 
twist to the anecdotes about the 
girls who tote roller skates on auto- 
mobile rides. 

Irene Purcell does not bring along 
a parachute, but she does bring 
along a very confiding innocence 
that gets her safely home and brings 
about the expected revulsion of feel- 
ing on the part of the cynical young 
English lord, impersonated by Mr. 
Overman. 

The plot is that old favorite of the 
young man making love by way of 
an incognito test to the girl selected 
for him but not previously known. 
“The Guardsman” is but one recent 
use of the same basic idea, while it’s 
been done repeatedly in the flickers 
with, of course, variations. 

In the unfolding there are too few 
laughs. That is the weakness of 
“Dancing Partner” and throws the 
burden upon the love story. It is 
probable that outside of the more or 
less professional Times Square mob 
this will be sufficient with the aero- 
plane, Paris Claridge and Biarritz 
backgrounds packing strong appeal. 

Mr. Belasco has several other pro- 
ductions on the calendar for this 
year. The next one if ready about 
the time snow flies should find 
“Partner” eligible for the road. 
Meaning an appraisal of moderate 
hit rating. Land. 


Ticket Brokers Confused 
League's Orders; Get Breaks 


FUTURE PLAYS 


“Washington Heights,” comedy 
by Vincent Lawrence, has been add- 
ed to production list of William 
Harris, Jr. 

Harris -will launch it latter part 
of September with “The Greeks Had 
a Name For It” taking precedence 
on the producer’s schedule, going 
into rehearsal in two weeks. 

“Ring Three Times,” tried out 
previously by John Golden, is being 
readied for another try with piece 
going into rehearsal after Golden 
has set his other production, “After 
Tomorrow,” currently shaping up 
on tour. 

“That’s the Woman,” melodrama 
by Bayard Veiller, goes into re- 
hearsal next week as next for 
Charles B. Dillingham. It opens 
out of town Sept. 9 and follows 
into a New York house two weeks 
later. 

Cast includes Phoebe Foster, A. 


FE. Anson, Lucille Watson, Gavin 
Muir, Cora Witherspoon, George 
Probert, Austin Fairman, Helen 


Eby-Rock and Helen Sinnott. 
Sydney Ross has shuffled plans 
again with “Potters Field,” by Paul 
Green taking precedence over “I 
Love an Actress,” as first fling for 
new season. 
Ross is now casting the former 
and will place in rehearsal three 
weeks hence. 
Charles Hopkins has completed 
cast for “Mrs. Moonlight,” which 
will relight the Hopkins, New York, 
Sept. 29. 
Cast includes Guy § Standing, 
Edith Barrett, Haidee Wright, Ver- 
non Kelso, Leo Carroll, Katherine 
Stanley, Kathryn Collier and Eliza- 
beth Allan. 
“Taxi Fare,” farce by Martin 
Mooney, acquired for production by 
Robert Newman. 
“Broadway Parade,” intimate mu- 
sical, direction of Paul Gilmore, 
opens at the Cherry Lane (Green- 
wich Village), New York, Aug. 25. 
James Burns and Lewis Maisel 
have formed a legit producing firm 
to stage “The Midnight Dinner,” 
by Genaro Curci and H. H. Harris. 
Expected to start rehearsals by La- 
bor Day. 
“Special Privileges,” by Ruth 
Welty, went into rehearsal this 
week as first for Adler & Gerton. 
Piece opens cold in New York 
Sept. 1. 
“Torch Song,” Arthur Hopkins 
producing, opens at Asbury Park, 
N. J., next week (18) and at the 
Plymouth, New York, a week later. 
Don Cook, Joanna Roos, Russell 
Hicks, Dennie Moore, Hal Dawson 
and Paul Porter are the players. 
“These Gay Romans,” by Guido 
Nadza, Clarke Painter producing, is 
scheduled for late September re- 


hearsal. Desmond Gallagher, di- 
recting. 
“Nice Girl,” by Frank Dazey, 


whose father wrote “Old Kentucky,” 
to be produced by Paul Streger, with 
the Erlanger: office. 

“72nd Street” reopens the Presi- 
dent, New York, Aug. 20 with Tom 


Johnston, producer. Cast: Eddie 
Kaspar, Marion Swayne, Carroll 
Clucas, Elise Cavanna, Mabel 


Stapleton, Mary Farrell, Harry Car- 
ter, Nat Jerome, Dan Makarenko, 
Dell Arden and Roger Quinlan. 

“Broken Dishes,” Marion Gering 
producer, opens Sept. 8 at the Adel- 
phi, Philadelphia. 


Indications are that Broad 
ticket brokers have rather gotten 
a break so far, since the Theatre 
League to limit prices down to Tie 
premium started functioning, 

Heat of the past few weeks made 
the demand for tickets sag away 
down. The agencies ordinarily 
would have had to make a buy og 
at least five shows this off-summer 
and they would have had to “eat 
plenty of tickets. With buys out 
under the league rules, it was the 
break for the brokers. 

The system of alloting tickets to 
the 16 accredited agencies has be. 
come a matter of discontent. Brok. 
ers say that the theatres should 
be given the privilege of making 
allotments to the agencies on the 
basis of what locations each hag 
been able to dispose of in the past, 
Loss of sales.is reported because 
of inability to deliver to patrons 
who don’t care what they pay but 
who will not be charged any more 
than the rules call for.’ It is that 
class of theatregoer who prefers 
not to make the rounds of box of- 
fices that the agency people antici- 
pate will be dissatisfied with the 
new system. 


Rules Cut Down 

With notices daily sent by the 
league to brokers and managers, 
some of the agency people are a 
bit dizzy over the details. Monday 
a list of changes in the rules was 
voted on at the league’s weekly 
meeting. Out of the 35 rules 
originally framed for the ticket 
agencies, 12 were changed and sev- 
eral stricken out entirely. The 
changes were made with the idea 
of simplifying the league’s system, 
but to the brokers it seemed a 
maze, 

The 23 independent agencies plan 
to make buys on some shows which 
are touted as good things, and 
which are slated for independent 
theatres by independent producers. 
The latter as such have no actual 
membership in the league but are 
included in the mailing list. 

The indie agencies’ fight against 
the league on the ground it is il- 
legal, still pends. Monday Ber- 
nard K. Sandler and William R. 
Wilcox appeared for them before 
Assistant Attorney General Conk- 
lin. Arthur Driscoll (O’Brien, Male- 
vinsky and Driscoll) and Harlow D. 
Savage, executive secretary of the 
league attended what was an in- 
formal hearing. It was urged by 
Sandler that the league operated 
in restraint of trade because a mo- 
nopoly controlling 98% of the thee 
atre tickets and that it was an ore 
ganization for profit, not a meme 
bership organization. 

The hearing came to an abrupt 
halt when Driscoll refused to per- 
mit Savage to take the stand for 
examination as requested by Sand- 
ler. Driscoll thought that proceed- 
ing would be a “fishing expedition.” 

Conklin thereupon postponed the 
hearing until next week. In the 
interim an official hearing may be 
ordered. 


way’s 


Guild People Back 
Theresa Helburn, managing direc- 
tor of the Theatre Guild, returned 
from abroad yesterday (13). Philip 
Moeller and Helen Westley, of the 
Guild, returned on the same boat. 
The arrival of the trio will im- 
mediately set activity for the Guild's 


forthcoming. season. 


PAUL WHITEMAN 
Booking Exclusively Through His Own Office 


1560 Broadway 
New York City 
JAMES F. GILLESPIE | 


Personal Representative 


TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


Week Aug. 17, Loew’s, Montreal 
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Cold Weather Break Is Biggest 
Break for Legits in Months 


F way had its first breathing 
Brojhe summer early this week. 
after gasping in continuously torrid 
eather, the sudden cool spell 
i ned the tide. Monday’s business 
= rated the best evening’s intake 
in eight weeks. ; 
With but three musicals in town, 
> gll benefited, while the non-musical 
Jeaders reported good trade, too, 

Only three new shows have ar- 
rived for the new season. Easily 

: at the elasco last week. 
— somewhat mixed and the 
peat was a deterrent. Yet in the 
first seven performances, takings 
were $15,500. “Ladies All” in its sec- 
ond week at the Morosco got about 
6,500, indicating mediocrity. Bet- 
ter weather may pull this one out 
with so few shows current. ‘“‘Sus- 
pense,” this week’s sole entrant, 
opened Tuesday at the Fulton. 

“Vanities,” with approximately 
$28,000, tops the list, with “Flying 
High” close behind. “Garrick 
Gaieties,” only other musical, about 
$11,000. 

The heat sent grosses to new lows 
for the better offerings, while the 
remainder were down so far that 
the figures were at the bottom. 
“Green Pastures” at $21,000 topped 
the dramas again, with “Lysistrata” 
the runner-up at $19,000 for the 

time. 

arThere are 14 shows in all, the 
low level of the summer. Next 
week five more plays are due, three 
resuming engagements. They are 
“Topaze,” Barrymore; “Young Sin- 
ners,” Shubert, and “Lost Sheep,” 
Selwyn. None is expected to re- 
main more than six weeks. 

_ Two new shows next week are 
“Hot Rhythm” (colored) at the 
Times Square and “Through the 
Night,” Masque. 

“Sons o’ Guns” closed at the Im- 

perial Saturday, victim of the 
’ weather after a season’s run, 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Apron Strings,” 48th Street (36th 
week) (C-950-$3). Intense heat 
through last week sent grosses 


further down, with pace about 
$4,000. 

“Dancing Partner,” Belasco (2d 
week) (C-1,050-$3.85). Some 
notices marked with divided 
opinion; opening during torrid 


weather, first seven performances 
grossed $15,500, with $5.50 first 
night; very good, considering con- 
ditions. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse (32d 
week) (C-870-$3.85). Pooling and 
by getting around $5,000 bettering 
even break; may leave soon, with 
new “Cafe” due. 

“Flying High,” Apollo (24th week) 
(M-1,168-$5.50). Close to lead 
of sparse number of current mu- 
Sicals; about $27,000 last week; 
should come back with better 
weather. 

“Garrick Gaieties,’” Guild (11th 
week) (R-951-$3). Little revue 
making a little money, with $11,- 
900 claimed again last week. 

“Green Pastures,’ Mansficld (25th 
week) (CD-1,050-$4.40). Heat af- 
fected great trade; with run vir- 
tually a half year gross of $21,000 
last week exceptional; tops the 
dramas. 

“Journey’s End,” Henry Miller’s (2d 
week, 2d engagement) (D-946-$3). 
Resumed production bumped by 
heat wave; got about $3,000 and 
must improve this week to stay. 

“Ladies All,” Morosco (3a week) 
(C-893-$3). First two weeks 
faced bad theatregoing and not 


much business; got about $6,500 
last week. 
Last Mile,” Harris (27th week) 
(D-1,051-$3). Going on tour after 
another two weeks: prison play 


getting moderate money through 
Summer to come profit; $5,000 
estimated last week, 

“Lysistrata,” 44th Street (11th 
week) (C-1,323-$5.50). One of 
two attractions to come under ban 
of Catholic Church drama move- 
ment early this week; may perk 
up trade, which has been suffer- 
ing from heat lately; about $19,000 
ast week; sounds big, but scale 
is hich, also capacity. 
©ns o’ Guns,” Imperial. Ended 
run of 37 weeks last Saturday; 
heat finally got it; house dark 
Until next month. 
tepping Sisters,” Royale (17th 
Week) (F-1,118-$3). Still getting 
y with wide cut-rate distribu- 
tion; slated to move to Forrest 
after another week here; $4,000 
estimated. 

Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (48th 
ee) (C-$3.85). Got about $9,000 

ue Week; lowest gross to date. 
Fulton (ist week) (CD- 
Presented by Charles 
th Ingham; English drama au- 

ered by Patrick MacGill; opened 

“y uesday. 
New Amsterdam (7th 

fek)  (R-1,702-$6.60). Dived 


“to heat wave started and has 


been able t 

$2 to climb back; 

ma. however, is top money for 


Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, Aug. 12. 

Only two. shows among legit 
houses to pick from last week, but 
they did top business. 

“It’s a Wise Child,” in third week 
at the Curran. climbed substantially. 
Hit above $14,000. 

At the Geary next door, “Candle- 
light” (first week) got away to nice 
opening and started to buila profit- 
ably early in the week. Good re- 
views and steady publicity pulled 
around $12,000. 

Columbia (Erlanger’s) continued 
dark. Opens next week with “Fata 
Morgana” (Elsie Ferguson). 


HEADACHES FOR 
LEGITS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
With one house getting $17,000 for 
the week, the total take for the four 
legit theatres open was less than 
$31,000 on the seven days. A bit of 


Stocks in Fall 


In spite of the depressed condi- 
tion of stock, number of managers 
are preparing for this fall. 

In September stocks are reported 
for Atlanta, Poughkeepsie, Somer- 
ville, Manchester, Portland, Easton, 
Montclair, Pittsburgh, Minneapolis, 
Salt Lake City and Irvington, N. J. 

Henry Duffy is in New York now 
arranging to open stocks in Los 
Angeles an@ San Francisco in 
October. 


Nugent’s Revival 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
J. C. Nugent, Elliott Nugent and 
Ruth Nugent will revive “The Poor 
Nut” at the El Capitan, Hollywood. 
Production will follow “Tea for 
Three” about Aug. 24. 


UNDERWORLD COMEDY 


Added to the slow-starting legit 
season is “The Up and Up,” open- 
ing at the Biltmore Sept. 1. It will 
be the first joint presentation by 
Edward Blatt and M. J. Nicholas. 

The play, an underworld comedy, 
by Martha Madison and Eva K. 
Flint, opens cold in New York. 


Thomas’ Bookings 
John Charles Thomas is booked 
for opera and concert work begin- 
ning Sept. 1 until June, 1930, when 
he goes to Europe for Brussels 
grand opera. 
George Engels of N. B. C. booked. 


HOUTAIN’S SAY-SO GOES 


Equity Looks to Him for Tent Sala- 
ties—Ignore Corp. 


George Julian Houtain, attorney 
and chairman of American Theatri- 
cal Managers’ Association, compris- 
ing stock producers, is regarded as 
liable by Equity for unpaid salaries 
of members of the Tent theatre, 
Staten Island, N. Y., which went 
bust several weeks ago. 

According to Equity’s claim, the 
company was operated by Houtain 
and Eugene Hall under corporate 
name of Kroywen Productions, Inc. 
When Equity learned of the pro- 
posed venture and demanded post- 
ing of bond, a letter of guarantee 
signed by Houtain, according to 
Equity, was accepted as security. 

Houtain has since disclaimed re- 
sponsibility or liability for salaries 
due, amounting to over $500, claim- 
ing it was a corporation venture, 
but Equity will take the matter into 
the courts on strength of Houtain’s 
letter guaranteeing salaries. 


“Mendel” Set for Chi 
“Mendel, Inc.” goes on tour with 
Smith and Dale heading cast. Alex- 
ander Carr, with it last season, is 
not returning. 
Show opens in Detroit Sept. 8 and 
then Chicago. 


Added to Revue 
Tamara Geva and Earl Oxford 
are added to “About Town,” tenta- 
tive title for Max Gordon's revue. 
Show opens in Baltimore Sept. 29. 


PANNED PLAY 
SEASONS IST 
CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

New season took an early start 
last week with “Love Technique” 
at the Studebaker. Despite Lou 
Tellegen off to a doubtful start with 
all-around pannings. 

“Sisters of the Chorus” went into 
its 14th week at the Apollo. This 
gag piece is still clicking. 

Few August openings. “Artists 
and Models” now shoved back to 
Aug. 25, and will relight the Grand 
instead of Majestic. “Sex” is still 
uncertain as to date at the Garrick. 
It’s Mae West’s “Sex” revised some, 
and not “Frisco Kate,” as hinted, 
“House of Fear” relights the play- 
house Aug. 24. “Lost Sheep” at 
Selwyn Aug. 30. 

“Young Sinners” off again for 
Apollo. Adelphi remains complete- 
ly ignorant as to its first show. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Love Technique” (Studebaker, 
2d week). New comedy panned all 
around. For four’ performances, 


with Lou Tellegen heading cast, got 
around $4,000. Not so terrible. 

“Sisters of Chorus” (Apollo, 14th 
week). Ribald play of showgirls 
holding on. Around $10,000. Moves 
to Detroit around Sept. 1. 


a headache, 

“Rebound” in its last week at the 
Belasco got the 17 g’s. It could have 
held over, but Ina Claire jhad to 
leave for New York Sunday to 
start a picture for Paramount. This 
was the most successful legit here | 
this year, the three-week run gross- | 
ing $50,000. House goes dark for a's 


week, opening Aug. 18 with Belas- | 


co’s “Wise Child.” 

The El Capitan rated second, get- 
ting $6,000 on the opening week of 
“Tea for Three.” House isn’t doing 
any strong billing, nor is it going in 
for exploitation. New operator 
seems to be satisfied if the returns 
keep the lights burning. This is a 
case where a real estate operator is 
keeping his house open in order to 
rent shops. 

“Oh Judge” at the Vine Street is 
another real estate venture. Here 
the producers have a musical run- 
ning on small money, presumably 
just to keep the house open and 
make the property look busy. On 
its third week the take was $4,000, 
which is about one grand less than 
the nut. Producers figure that this 
loss is small when stacked up 
against the advertising. 

“Fata Morgana” closed after four 
weeks of fair business. $4,000 for 
the last week was under average but 
showed a little profit. So much so 
that the producer, Arthur Collins, 
new here, has decided to stick and 
try his hand at it again. Nothing 
scheduled to follow for at least a 
month. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Rebound” (Belasco, 3d, last 
week). Closed Saturday to $17,000, 
way above average. House dark for 
a week, then “Wise Child.” 

“Tea for Three” (El Capitan, 1st 
week). Average at $6,000 opening 
week. 

“Fata Morgana” (Hollywood Play- 
house, 4th, final week). Closed to 
$4,000, average here. 

“Oh Judge” (Vine Street, 3d week). 
Nothing to rave about at $4,000, rat- 
ing $1,000 less than the nut. 


Resort Piay Bills 
Providence, R. I., Aug. 12. 

Legit attractions offered at sum- 
mer resort theatres this week in 
New England are as follows: 

Newport, R. I. Casino—‘Loyal- | 
ties,” with Melvyn Douglas, Fred- | 
eric Worlock, Ernest Cossart, Ethel | 
Griffies, Eugene Powers, France 
Bendsten, Oswald Marshall, Helen 
Kingstead, Martha Milliken, Thomas 
Louden, Harold Webster, Edward 
Cooper and Powell Dawley. 

Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Cape 
Cod, Mass.—‘The Road to Rome,” 
with Alice Brady, Pedro de Cordoba, 
Romney Brent, Edward Rigby, 
Leonard Mudie, Emily Graham, Ju- 
dith Lowry, Jay Fassett, Floyd No- 
lan and Fred Stewart. 

Manhattan Theatre Colony, Black- 
frier’s Theatre, Bristol, Conn.—"A 
Hundred Years of Lovemaking.” 

Lakewood Players, Skowhegan, 
Hardie A\l- 


Me.—“Escape,” with 
bright. 
Wharf Players, Provincetown. 


Mass.—"‘When It Comes Home,” 


with Brandon Tynan. 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge. 

Mass.—“The Ieake,” with Zita Jo- 

hann and Alexander Kirkland. 


Toohey With Harris 
John Peter Toohey, p.a. for For- 
rest C. Haring, producer of ‘‘Apron 
Strings,” goes to Sam H. Harris 


We repeat: 
this is the... 


Monday (17) as general press rep- 
resentative. 


If you haven’t yet shared in the 
wonderful savings offered . . . if 
you want Summer shoes, Fall 
shoes, year-round shoes for street, 
office.and home, here is your 


opportunity! Low heels aplenty in 


i. MILLER 


both I. 


mal reduction 


ALL SHOES 


im this sale 


Miller Beautiful 


Shoes and Ingénue 


models, Your size, your 


width! And your chance 


tte 


M. 


to enjoy a thrift-thrill 


as well as a style-thrill! 


Showfolks’ Shoe Shop 


BROADWAY at 46th STREET 
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Literati 


Yesterday and Today 


Some years ago a monthly mag, 
“Broadway Brevities,” published in 
New York by Steve Clow, achieved 
a very scarlet “scandal” reputation. 
It printed items about peopie more 
or less well Known in their and 
other circles. It told things about 
them, where they were, who they 
were with in public, and such mat- 
ters as were not expected in those 
days, even of a “scandal sheet.” 

That was years ago. 

But “Broadway Brevities” of 
those days never commenced to 
print one-half of the scandal mat- 
ter that daily columnists now pub- 
lish without hesitation or blush, 
using real names and not nearly 
as frequently withholding names as 
did “Broadway Brevities.” 

Maybe “Brevities” did tip off, but 
only the knowing. The columnists 
tip off to the world and the world 
seems to like it. What the victims 
think don’t appear to matter to the 
world or the columnists, 

But for doing somewhat secre- 
tively in the “Brevities” way what 
the columnists are now brazenly do- 
ing in their own untrammeled way, 
it was not difficult to induce a jury 
of that time to believe that Steve 
Clow or his advertising solicitors 
used “Brevities” as a blackjack, to 
print or withhold, accordingly as 
they came across. The latter point, 
however, is immaterial, for it was 
yesterday that Clow paid with pun- 
ishment, perhaps not because the 
jury thought the blackjack was 
wrong, if used, but that the scandal 
tinge wasn’t right. 

So that’s that, for the columnists. 

This month Clow has brought out 
the “New Broadway Brevities” as a 
monthly. It sells at 35c. as against 
the previous price of 25c. The 
August issue runs to 108 pages, with 
a more decorative cover than for- 
merly. It carries once again the 
chatter matter it originated, but 
not in the same trend, dealing gen- 
erally with Broadway and _ the- 
atricals. And edited by Clow. 

A selling title is “Broadway 
Brevities.” It should be a national 
seller. It should have been. 

Among those on the staff is Billie 
Gould, who was the former Billie 
Goldberg of “Screen Book,” fan 
mag. 


“Shoot the Viceroy” 


Contributed: 
Bombay. 

There’s no denying the Brit- 
ish here are suffering from a 
bad case of nerves. Local 
sleuths were thrown into a panic 
due to their unfamilarity with 
picture business terms. 

Louis de Rochemont, in 
charge of the Fox-Hearst crews 
in India, sent a harmless tel- 
egram to James Seebach, the 
sound news cameraman in Cal- 
cutta. It was: “Okay proceed 
Simla shoot Viceroy first op- 
portunity.” 

Bombay's censor read it and 
put in a hurry call for the 
police, telling them of his dis- 
covery of a plot to assasinate 
the Viceroy, Lord Irwin. 


Six cops dashed to the Taj 
Mahal Hotel and without giving 
reason tock de Rochemont, to- 
gether with James MacInnis and 
Kenneth Hawk, the Bombay 
camera and sound men, to 
police headquarters. 

When the chief inspector of 
the C. I. D. demanded an ex- 
planation of the telegram, he 
was informed that “shoot” 
meant something different to a 
cameraman than it did to the 
police. 

The inspector, to prevent fur- 
ther trouble in Calcutta, re- 
vised wire to read: “Endeavor 
photograph His Excellency, 
Lord Irwin.” 

The C. I. D. inspector, being 
Scotch, did not buy the boys a 
drink nor offer to pay for extra 
words in the new telegram. 


The Slanguage Influence 


Former screen actress gone legit 
is so upset over the possibility of 
her English hubby losing his Brit- 
ish accent that she has forbade him 
from meandering round with Man- 
hattan newspaperemen. Husband 
happens to be a newspaper man 
also, which is where the rub comes, 
and the particular guy she has for- 
bidden him to hobnob with is a pal 
on the same sheet. 

It all started when the husband 
met her at the train one day with a 
salvo of “in your hat.” She had 


never heard him use it before, and 
inquired how he came to use it. 

Upshot was that she asked him 
to bring the bird who taught her 
husband such language to the house 
so she could judge for herself 
whether the journalist was fit com- 
pany for hubby. 

When the pal came, he, being 
wise to what was up, put on plenty 
of slang talk, and the actress’ hubby 
can't play golf with him any more. 


Ghost Writer Sues 


Armand Vecsei, musical director 
of the Rita-Carlton hotel, New York, 
is being Sued by Joseph Szebenyei, 
editor of “Futar”’ (Hungarian week- 
ly), who claims Vecsei owes him 
$900 for services in ghostwriting 
the latter’s attobiography, “Fiddler 
of the Ritz.” Amount represents 
work on three chapters. Vecsei is 
now in Europe. When returning he 
will find that Szebenyei has copy- 
righted 10 chapters he wrote in his 
own name, thus stopping publica- 
tion. 

Szebenyei was kissed off by 
Vecsei when he (Szebenyei) told him 
not to include any mythical events 
in the book. This happened, it is 
alleged, when Vecsei told his ghost- 
writer he had conducted the orches- 
tra at Buckingham Palace. 
Installments of “Fiddler” have 
been running in Szebenyei’s weekly 
past few weeks.. Some are reported 
scandalously hot. 

Lesser and Ippolito representing 
Szebenyei. 


The Rogers Routine 
In an article on her husband in 
the September issue of “The Home 
Magazine,” the Woolworth mag, 
Mrs. Will Rogers says her gum- 
chewing spouse is never funny at 
home. He saves that for the stage, 
she says, which may be the reason 
why Will still has his first wife, 
something which h> always boasts 
about. 
The missus also reveals that Will 
writes his daily newspaper piece be- 
fore breakfast, and does his maga- 
zine articles at night. In between 
he appears in Fox Films. 
“Some of the finest things he’s 
ever written are his letters to his 
children,” continues Mrs. Rogers. 
Sorta tough on the kids to learn 
about it from their mother. 


Durante’s Nose 


Jimmy Durante’s nose has been 
in all kinds of nite clubs, besides 
nite life. From the sawdust to the 
parlor, from a dive to the classiest 
theatre in New York, has that nose 
led Jimmy, as one of the three 
Schnozzles, commonly called Jack- 
son, Clayton and Durante, 

Now what Jimmy knows is go- 
ing into a novel, named “Night 
Club.” Its ghost writer is Jack Ko- 
fold, and Knoff will publish. 

Mister Durante is long distancing 
the story. He’s living in a shack 
on the side of a creek in the woods 
near a Spanish town that musn’t 
be pronounced with the J, in Cali- 
fornia. 

"Way out thar, James kids him- 
self into a fairly good time catching 
minnows. 


Brisbane Up-Stage 

‘I’m no columnist,” said Arthur 
Brisbane, answering a request of 
“Vanity Fair” for his picture. 

Just what “I’ming” does call him- 
self otherwise doesn’t matter. He's 
no columnist—official. Which prob- 
ably makes Calvin Coolidge an 
editorialist, 

Some people look upon Brisbane 
as a realtor, but no one’s asked him 


about that. 

“Vanity Fair” is getting up a page 
of columning pictures. Brisbane’s 
won't be in it. He didn’t send a 


photo. Just a letter. And it said, 


“I’m no columnist.” 


Doran’s Reason 


Reported that George H. Doran's 
resignation from Doubleday, Doran 
to take charge of William Randolph 
Hearst's book interests, is due to 
differences with Nelson Doubleday 
over the dollar-book thing. Double- 
day-Doran was the first publishing 
house to go in for the dollar book, 
with the understanding that Doran 
no like. 

With Doran out of active partici- 
pation in the Doubleday-Doran firm, 
though still retaining his financial 
interest, the Doubledays are now in 
full control, with Russell Doubleday 
to succeed Doran as vice-president. 
Doran will probably be placed in 
charge of the Cosmopolitan Book 


Corp., Hearst’s book-publishing con- 
cern. He will co-operate with Ray 


Long and the other Hearst maga- 
zine editors in lining up new name 
writers for Hearst magazine and 
book printing. 


A Couple of “Newses” 

“Daily News” doesn’t like the 
methods of the “Aviation Daily 
News,” which has offices in the 
“Daily News” building, advertising 
its headquarters as in the “Daily 
News Building,” and wants the pub- 
lication to use the street address 
only, But the “Aviation Daily 
News” hasn’t started publication 
yet. Until that time a lot of things 
can happen. 

Meanwhile, the “Aviation Daily 
News” wants an advertising man- 
ager “who can finance himself for a 
while,” conditions being what they 
are. 


Sure, of Course 

“Liberty” has assumed a pleas- 
antly English manner of telling au- 
thors that it thinks a story sub- 
mitteil has been ‘lifted.”. A form 
letter is sent out with plagiarized 
returned manuscripts reading: 
“Dear Sir: — 

“Your manuscript is being 
returned herewith. It is unsuit- 
able for publication in ‘Liberty.’ 

“Of course, we have read it 
before, you know. 

“Sincerely.” 


Sore at Sinclair 
France is taking exception to 
Upton Sinclair's “Mountain City” 
for what is said of Deauville and 
Paris. 
French newspaper comments are 
that the novel is “a breach of bad 
faith,” that “Deauville is a colony 
for American convicts just as the 
United States was a colony for Eng- 
lish “convicts” and that Sinclair, 
though a socialist, “shows himseif 
a patriot in defending American 
boredom.” 


Fake Foreign Endorsements 
Foreign picture fan publications 
and other periodicals are using pic- 
tures and endorsements of screen 
players in connection with paid ad- 
vertisements, without permission of 
the players involved. 

Players seldom take any further 
action than advising the publishers 
by letter to stop the practice, 

Hersey-Macfadden 

With the September issue, “The 
Dance Magazine” changes owner- 
ship from Bernarr Macfadden to 
Harold Hersey’s Good Story Maga- 
zine Co. There have Leen previous 
publication transfers between the 
two. Hersey was at one time edi- 
tor-in-chief of the Macfadden maga- 
zines. 

It’s like the Hearst and lease 
thing, possibly. 


Don Clarke, Lay Off Author 


With “Millie,” his fourth novel 
scheduled for sale Sept. 8 by Van- 
guard Press, Don Clarke of Metro 
will not follow it up with another 
story until next spring. Of three 
previous stories, “Louis Beretti,” 
filmed by Fox, won considerable 
more sales than “Frank Tarbeaux” 
and “Reign of Rothstein.” 


“Queer People” Sequel 

The Grahams, Carroll and Garrett, 
who broke out with “Queer People,” 
a best seller to be filmed by Howard 
Hughes, have signed a contract with 
Vanguard, publisher of their first 
book, to write a novel of similar 
character on New York City. 

“Queer People” takes a kidding 
wink at Hollywood, satirizing many 
well knows in pictures, 


Radio News Syndicate 

Radio News’ Bureau of Wash- 
ington, D. C., Martin Codel, editor, 
is a new news’ syndicate at $10 a 
week to newspapers using radio 
feature stuff. 

Codel authored “Radio and Its 
Future” (Harpers) last spring and 
was formerly radio columnist for 
the Consolidated Press Association 
and the North American Newspaper 
Alliance. 


Val Lewton’s New Novel 

Another novelist in Metro’s pub- 
licity department looms with Val 
Lewton’s completion of a book en- 
titled “The River Song.” It is a 
gangster story of Russia. Lewton 
writes the novels Metro bases on its 
leading pictures. 


Mag’s Side. Profit 

Writer who sold a poem to a na- 
tional magazine for $5 was sur- 
prise to hear his work as part of a 
song which was being broadcast 
over the air. » Investigation by him 
revealed that the magazine had sold 
the poem for utilization as lyrics 
to a music publishing company. 


Writer had no redress. Accord- 


European Runaround 
By Frank Scully 


Munich, Aug, 1 

The bathing beaut gag, on the skids elswhere, has been supplanted b 
a male appeal, in Berlin at least. Strip stuff superfluous, judging bej ed 
based on street attire. Thirty-five entries on first effort. —— 

First prize in a competition held in Berlin’s Luna Park went to 
Karl Carlo, gray-haired actor, who wears a bow tie and carries 
and second money to a 50-year-old soup-spiller. 

Voting was on the level. Pretty boys had to Parade across 
form 10 times while flaps, hot mommers, 
them the great big hand. 

After elimination trials thing narrowed down to the 50-year-old waiter 
two old-time picture actors, a bum who once had a million, a plumber 
and Carlo, the actor. 

Carlo finally copped, technique triumphing over s. a. as it does now 
and then even in real life. 

First money was 500 marks—$125. 


Rudolt 
Cane, 


a plat. 
and a mob of laughers ave 


Galsworthy and the James Boys 

John Galsworthy, playing Munich’s Hotel Vierjahreszeiten (Hotel Four 
Years’ Time) with “Favorite Novelists in Profile,” got S. R. Oo. After 
running through Dickens, Stevenson, Mansfield, Conrad, Hudson and 
Twain he toucked on James. Henry, the Boston embroiderer, not Jesse, 
“James,” said John, “took tea; Conrad drank wine.” But he gave the 
silver tassie to Dickens. Best writing since Shakespeare, said John, 
Which cught to please Shaw, if anything can. 


Connelly Tapping Berlin for Next 

It’s a cinch that as a summer culture spot Germany is getting back 
its old pre-war prestige. Bayreuth is up to its nicely tuned ears in the 
Wagner Festival, Salzburg, which claims Mozart and Max Rheinhardt as 
home town boys, is all set for its umpa-umpa fiesta next week, and even 
Mare Connelly, straying far from his Green Pastures, had to admit his 
visit to Berlin was to tap Potsdam, castles, museums and such for his 
next Broadway play. 

He says a European roadshowing of “Pastures” is out, he fears. Too 
heavy overhead, bringing that all-Negro cast over, especially with Eng- 
land out on a sap censor ruling. 


All-Cannibal Picture in “Tone” 

Picking up kultur as well as peddling it is good Prussian these days, 
Latest Ufa Oddity, at the Pavillion, is a sound film (they call ’em “tone 
films’) billed as all-cannibal. Andre Paul Antoine took it on the Isle 
of Malekula, in the South Seas. Those hula hula things are sure fire 
over here. 


Unscrambling the Kays 

Dispatches which reported an American named Kay, self-styled writer 
who posed as a millionaire and is now in jail in Salzburg on a charge of 
swindling banks, failed to specify that the writer was John Kay, not 
Jim Kay. 

Jim Kay actually is writing novels in Nice. Coming from New York 
he recently was in Jugoslavia where he was born. He spent years in 
New York, Chicago and Hollywood in the indie picture racket, and got 
a laugh in London last fall trying to promote a ten million dollar com- 
pany. 

This John Kay, following Jim's itinerary, hired a yacht and sailed the 
Adriatic, took over entire floors in hotels in Jugoslavia, and hired a 
couple of Rollses to take him to Salzburg when the state railways balked 
on supplying a special train. 

All through Europe he left a flock of flunkeys gasping with the size 
of his tips. 

This big time gyp seems to have swindled two banks in Munich and 
Albania out of $70,000, with the reports only beginning to pour in. 

His first request in jail was to put in a long distance call to Mussolini, 
but the cops caught that one on the first bounce. 

Meanwhile Jim Kay, whose real name is James Imre Kalnay, is doing 
a hideaway in Nice. 


Plenty Cold in Carlsbad 

Carlsbad, one of tke better tryout centers for new shows in summer, 
has done nicely this year, though like everywhere else it’s been cold and 
wet enough to freeze a skijumper. 

Mrs. Jimmy Walker and Mrs. Jules Mastbaum have seen Vera Schwarz 
do her stuff in Strauss’ “Fleder Maus” (“The Bat’), and also in “Das 
Land des Lachelns” (“Laughter Land’’), Lehar’s operetta. 

“Bubi und die Frauen” (“Sonny and the Girls”) piece, written by Adolf 
Shutz, Carlsbad actor, had done well too. 


Kidding the Ad-Writer 

But the best thing so far has been “Reklama” a new operetta by 
Grandichstaeden. Reklame means advertisement. 

Story concerns one Herschman, the Advertising King. Chi bankroller, 
named Field, wants an Italian singer plugged and puts up the dough 
to get her in the lights, a fresh angle to back stage life. 

Piece has talker possibilities as a sort of singing satire on “It Pays 
to Advertise.” 


Germany’s “Or Else” Men 
Yet despite all this Hays had to hop back to Paris where fifty master 
minds went into a huddle again on patents and territory. 


ing to dope, this thing seems to be 
a practice among magazines. 

In this case the magazine got $10 
for the poem from the music coml 
pany. 


“Love Court” on Tennis 


Betty Morse Laidlaw is writing 
“The Love Court,” Mitzi’s next. 

Play is a musical with tennis 
theme. 


Publicity Via Reporting 
William Slavens McNutt, staff 
scenarist for Paramount through a 
publicity arrangement by the studio 


G. B. POST IN TOWN 


Guy Bates Post has returned to 


will cover all major football games| New York from California after 
played in Los Angeles this fall for completing picture contracts and 


United Press. will return to legit under direction 


of the Shuberts. The Shuberts have 
submitted several possible scripts 
to the star and await his okay 
of one before making further an- 
nouncements. 

Post had previously planned to 
produce on his own but gave uP 
the idea when approachee to come 
under the Shubert managerial 
banner. 


Mae West in Colors 

Mae West, alleged to be a play- 
wright, has turned novelist. ‘Dia- 
mond Lil’ has written a book called 
“Black and White,” a story of Har- 
lem life, which Brentano will pub- 
lish next month. She could have 
gotten better terms from Macaulay, 
which likes them sexy. 


Century Play Co. states that 
“Thunder On the Left,” by Christo- 
pher Morley and Jean Ferguson 
Black, has not yet been sold to any- 
one. 


Bristol Stock Off 
New Britain, Aug. 12. 
Manhattan stocks at the Com- 
munity, Bristol, has called it a sea* 
son. 


Flood of Fan Mags 
Coast picture studios are now con- 
fronted with the problem of servic- 


Leo Donnelly with “Key to Para- 


(Continued on page 71) dise.”’ 
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Geo, Suit Brings 
Under Film-Music Copyrights 


George M. Cohan’s injunctive suit 
nst several music publishers 
and its ultimate decision should 
pave significant bearing on the 
status of film-music copyriglits. 
This has come up annoyingly of 
jate. Metro is now faced with sev- 
eral “Florodora Girl” alleged in- 
fringements and the like. % 

Cohan sues on “Little sobnny 
Jones” (which was made into a 
warner silent, and later a talker 
with Eddie Buzzell), “The Yankee 
princess” and “45 Minutes from 

a 
Jones” the famous 
“Give My Regards to Broadway” 
and “Yankee Doodle Boy” are in- 
cluded as part of his work, origi- 
nally created in 1904 by Cohan, and 
assigned to F. A. (Kerry) Mills for 
an unassignable copyright, 
Mills, Agent Only 

Cohan’s contention is that Mills 
was designated as his agent only to 
copyright with no authority to as- 
sign or sell the copyrights. _ Sub- 
sequently Paull-Pioneer Music Co. 
and Robbins Music Corp. acquired 
these copyrights, and are ih2 de- 
fendants being used. Maurice A. 
Richmond and Max Mayer, the job- 
bers, heads of Richmond- Mayer, 
Inc., are also sued individually as 
the owners of Paull-Pioneer, which 
firm they had taken over. 

Cohan wants an injunction to 
stop them from engaging in the 
licensing or selling of any of the 
mechanical music rights to his 
songs by any of the defendants. 

Julian T. Abeles for Robbins is 
defending on a matter of law that 
the suit does not fall within Federal 
court jurisdiction, and wants it dis- 
missed since there is no copyright 
infringement phase involved. 


75¢ RECORDS COLD, 
SAY DISC TRADE 


Industry figures that the 75c rec- 
ords are shot and will never stage 
a come-back. Price is more than 
people are willing to pay today for 
disc music when they can turn on 
the radio and hear the same tune 
a few times that night without cost 
or playing a piano. 

Victor, biggest of the 75c selling 
discs, is 50% below normal in sales. 
The rest, Brunswick and Columbia, 
have fallen off proportionately as 
much. 

Although it is conceded this con- 
dition may right itself somewhat, 
there is a general opinion that it 
will continue far below normalcy 
for some time. 


3-Team Reunites 


Herbert Fields, Dick Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart have reunited as a 
book and music trio, after split- 
ting when Lew Fields wanted a 
rush book (“Hello, Daddy’) which 
his son, Herbert, wrote with an- 
other team. 

Trio have returned from Holly- 
wood, where they completed “The 
Hot Heiress,” First National mu- 
sical, They are set for another 
Warner stage show via Swanstrom 
& Connelly, with WB financing. 
Hart sailed today (13) on the 
Europa” for London, where his 
Cochran musical opens, whereon he 
collaborated with Ben W. Levy on 
the book. Rodgers follows some 
Weeks later, as the book requires 
preparatory refurbishing. 


18-Year-Old Composer 


Bert Levy is an 18-year-old com- 
Posing prodigy who will be repre- 
sented on Broadway this fall, pos- 
sibly twice for the first time. 

He's doing numbers for the sec- 
ond “Little Show,” and also “About 
another intimate musical 


Another Ernie Golden? 


Ernie Golden, former orchestra 
hag now a Shubert composer and 
soe ° artist, wonders whether it’s a 

Ncidence of name or somebody 


= is using his name in a “Variety” 
A ty from London, concerning 
meric 


an bands popular in the Brit- 
Capital, 
“y Ernie Golden and his orches- 
were mentioned as going to 
ndon next month. 


10 MOST RADIO PLUGGED 


The 10 songs which were 
broadcast most for the week 
ending Aug. 9, and the number 
of times each were played, are: 

“Just a Little Closer’ (Rob- 
bins) 41 times; “So Beats My 
Heart For You” (DeSylva), 30 
times; “What’s the Use” 
(Feist), 29; “I Love You So 
Much” (Harms), 27; “Little 
White Lies” (Donaldson), 27 
times; “Cheer Up” (Robbins) 
23 times; “Swinging in a Ham- 
mock” (Berlin), 22 times; “Bye, 
Bye Blues” (Berlin), 22; “You 
Brought a New Kind of Love 
to Me” (Famous), 20; “I Re- 
member You From Some- 
where” (DeSylva), 18 times. 


“KING OF JAZZ” 


U Wins on Picture, But Title Still 
in Dispute 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 12. 
The Paul Whiteman picture, 
“King of Jazz,” may go on without 
interruption now inasmuch as the 


controversy between Frank E. 
Graves, Albany band leader known 
as “King Jazz,” and Universal has 
been settled. 

But Whiteman and Graves are 
still at odds over use of the term 
“King of Jazz,” the Albany man 
claiming that he long has been 
known by this name, which he copy- 
righted. 

The matter of the use of the term, 
‘King of Jazz,” which Graves 
claims Whiteman has no right to, 
is still in litigation. 

The fight between the film com- 
pany and Graves was settled when 
the injunction proceedings against 
Universal was ordered discontinued 
after a conference among. the 
lawyers. 


BOOTLEG LYRIC SHEETS 
SELLING IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Aug. 12. 


Vendors of lyric sheets continue to 
work the downtown streets unmo- 
lested. It is understood that the 
underworld is interested in contin- 
uing the sales of the bootleg sheets. 

With one boy on each corner 
downtown, and sometimes two, new 
editions are put on sale every week 
or so. It is understood that they 
sell well, some of the kids selling 
as high as 300 sheets on a good day 
at 10c each, 


Sheets with lyrics only at 10c 
each were being sold at the Polo 


Grounds, New York, Thursday 
night. Event was Berg-Chocolate 
fight. 


Canadian Conference 
On Film Canned Music 


Regina, Can., Aug. 12. 

Announcement made by Canadian 
labor men that a conference will be 
held here in September, when or- 
ganized labor will discuss steps to 
combat “robot music” in theatres. 

J. T. Foster, prominent in labor 
circles in Eastern Canada, declared 
in announcing the conference: 
“Ultimately the public will rebel 
against mechanical music and we 
shall have the human element back 
in the theatre.” 

Funds are being raised in some 
cities to help workless musicians 
put on free concerts “to educate the 
people to appreciate good music.” 


Organists Change 

Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. 
Change in organ personnel of 
Warner Brothers here last week sent 
Johnny Mitchell, formerly feature 
organist at Harris, to Enright in 
same capacity, with Cyril Gutheorl 
leaving the Enright to become Ber- 
nie Armstrong’s assistant at Stan- 
ley. 
George Van Why, formerly assist- 
ant key-pounder at the Stanley, re- 
places Mitchell at the Harris. j 


Deputy Sheriff Gets 
Headache from Piano 
Waiting in Austin’s 


A deputy sheriff is parked in 
Gene Austin; Inc., offices as the re- 
sult of Campbell-Connelly’s judg- 
ment to recover over $2,500 for the 
American royalties on two of the 
British firm’s songs. 


Sheriff Rieser is in a quandary 
over the music business, not know- 
ing what it’s about. He tells the 
lawyers that he’s been sitting in on 
cloak and suit judgments, mercan- 
tile squabbles and the like, but this 
here music biz is something pecu- 
liar, and besides which he gets a 
headache from the thumping pianos 
all around him. 


WARNER GROUP 
CUT DOWN 
OVERHEAD 


At a meeting of the Warner pub- 
lishers Monday (11) each publish- 
ing house was ordered to cut staffs 
and salaries. 


It is reported the working heads 
of each publisher subsidiary were 
informed by Herman Starr if any- 
body was unnecessary to drop them. 

Remick’s started by doing away 
with six branch representatives, al- 
though not decided who. Witmark's 
has eliminated the Philadelphia and 
Cincinnati reps and also four girls 
who worked in the home office. 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson has 
given notice to two men long con- 
nected with it, Sam Lerna and Leo 
Edwards. The latter has been man- 
ager of DeSylva’s classical depart- 
ment for over a year. Recently the 
firm eliminated the classical de- 
partment. 

This is tut the beginning of the 
big cut, according to reports. 


A report the executives of each 
publishing house were ordered to 
take cuts in salaries is said to be 
without foundation, 


ALONG THE COAST 


By Bill Swigart 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Fred Fisher, like Con Conrad, 
permitted his option on a Beverly 
Hills mansion to lapse and is now 
eastward bound via motor with all 
the little Fishers. 

Fred told his pals before leaving 
that he’d wind up in Germany. 

It was Dick Whiting, not George, 
who won the recent songwriter’s 
golf tournament at Rancho. 


With so much foreign production 
now being carried on at the Para- 
mount studios, the company has 
ruled that all staff songwriters must 
take a one-hour lesson each day 
in the languages in which they are 
making foreign versions. 

Lessons are being given by the 
studio professor. 


A number of gents at Metro are 
wearing green neckties with “Cheer 
Up, Good Times Are Coming” 
printed all over the fabric. Idea 
looks like a Jack Robbins’, as he is 
the publisher of the song. 

Too keep staff compesers on the 
job at least eight hours a day, one 
of the major studios calls a meet- 
ing at 10 a.-m. and another at 4:30 
p. m., to talk over new business, 


R-K-O’s co-operation with 
Harm’s, Inc., was further evidenced 
here this week when it gave the 
Orpheum theatre over to the firm 


for a midnight showing of “Dixi- 
ana.” 

Artie Mehlinger, representing 
Harms here, invited the music 


trade and its friends to the show- 
ing to acquaint them with music 
in the picture. 


Goodman with Par 


Al Goodman, orchestra leader for 
“Flyin’ High,” has been engaged by 
Paramount as its eastern musical 
advisor and conductor. He is un- 
der contract until September, 1931. 
Goodman recently completed con- 
ducting the orchestra for Par’s 
“Heads Up.” 

The leader will 


continue with 


“Flyin’ High” (stage). 


Disk Reviews 
By BOB LANDRY 


A movement in the direction of 


quarter, is considered probable. 


lems peculiar to themselves. 

Three-jit 
about simultaneously, 
via high-pressure 
dealers, periodical kiosks, etc., is 
scheme of distribution. 


here considered, the policy is to 


fiction publications. 
Durium 


full return privileges. 
sumed, 


center with dual recording. 


by Phil Spitalny. 
tone and volume quite good. 


finding wide acceptance. 


15c Disks 


ails the music biz has been gathering force for some time. 
even the big leaguers among the mechanicals and the publishers 
may be forced to snip prices, notably sheet music to retail at a 
Meanwhile 
cade behind which the small fellows hope to fight out the prob- 


sheet music and discs 
both depending upon 
merchandising. 


In the case of the 15¢e discs put out by the Durium group, and 


is paying the highest recording fee of any of the 
mechanicals, substantially higher than Victor, and is in a position 
to command the best “name” talent. 

One new release is to be distributed weekly with dealers allowed 
In this case the disc, 
is of cardboard composition. 
making it figure only a nickel cheaper than a regulation wax 35- 
However, the latter cannot be han- 
dled physically by newsstands, etc. 

For last week the release was “Swinging in a Hammock,” played 
It comes a very distinct surprise to find the 
This is contrary to past experience 
with paper discs, unbreakables and the other whatnots. 
is, needless to emphasize, enormously in favor of the 15-cent idea 


lower prices as a tenic for what 
That 


15 cents is the barri- 


making their appearance 
finding volume sale 
Utilization of newspaper 
an integral part of the 15-cent 


are 


handle product identically with 


as might be pre- 
One side only is recorded, 


And it 


Those Who Sing 


A representative group of Amer- 
ican phonographic vocalists bunches 
together such widely differentiated 
personalities as Frank Crumit, 
Charles King, Ukelele Ike, Marion 
Harris, Louis Graveure, Lee Morse 
and Ethel Waters. With others these 
folks give a cross-section of the mu- 
sical tastes of the average Amer- 
ican. 

Much that is trashy, gooey with 
sentiment, and peurile is included 
along with efforts that frequently 
represent inspired entertainment or 
genuine poetry of feeling and heart 
tug. 


Art Gillham singing, “Just For- 
get”? and “To-Night’ (Columbia 
2245) is sticky with syrup. The 


name Smythe appears among the 
credits of both numbers so that per- 
son cannot elude responsibility for 
participating in or abetting those 
lyrics. 

That material can escalate an 
artist to highplaces or wrap an 
anchor around his or her neck is 
obvious. Thus Ukelele Ike (Colum- 
bia 2235) and Charles King (Bruns- 
wick 4849) both draw blanks, or 
nearly so, and struggle in vain to 
press their usual likenesses into 
their releases. 

“Sing a Song to the Stars” and 
“Sing a Happy Little Thing,” al- 
though good laboratory jobs, are 
sub-normal for Edwards, while King 
strains without result with “Leave 
a Little Smile’ backed by the some- 
what more lilting “Here Comes the 
Sun.” 

Lee Morse (Colurnbia 2248) prob- 
ably has fans who won't be too 
critical of “Little White Lies” and 
“Nobody Cares If I'm Blue.” 

Neither side excites particular 
gratification for ordinary ears be- 
ing doleful without compensations 
and oxen-like in pace. 

Quiet to the point of being punch- 
less is Marion Harris’ release No. 
4806 for Brunswick. It embraces 
“Wasn’t It Nice?” and “You Do 
Something to Me.” Ethel Waters 


(Columbia 2222) does not wholly es- 
cape unintelligibility in “My Kind 
of a Man” and “You Brought a New 
Kind of Love to Me.” She gets ine 
termitently adenoidal. 


Sabbath Stuff 


It is refreshing to sip something 
different for a change. What could 
be further from the Times Square 
galleries and wax works than the 
Temple Quartet (Columbia 2227) 
combining “Rock of Ages” with 
“Hark, Hark, My Soul?” 

Here in Wesleyan choir loft fashe- 
ion is singing of moving splendor 
and richness. It is a disc that will 
surely sell well in the sectors where 
Sunday is not regarded solely as a 
golfing opportunity. 

Semi-Classical 

Leaning a bit to the 
Louis Graveure 
with “Corals” and “If Thou Were 
Blind” and the German-speaking. 

Alexander Kesselburgh (Colum- 
bia 2226) baritoning “Der Hidalgo” 
and “Verborgenhert.” Both will find 
their natural appeal where sheer 
tone quality is all that’s asked. 

Freddie Rose (Brunswick 4832) 
sentimentalizes “Just Another Night 
With You” and “You Left Me So 
Blue” quite nicely, while Ben Alley 
(Columbia 2230) chords melodiously 


deep is 


on “Until We Meet Again, Sweet- 
heart” and “Old New England 
Moon.” 


The Rollickers rather belie their 
blithesoime billing when doing “Bird 
Songs at Evetide” and Spirit Flowe 
er” (Columbia 2204) both sombre, 

Smooth Lads 

There is elegance in Oscar Gros 
gan’s “If-I Had a Girl Like You's 
and “I Still Remember” a pip Coe 
lumbia recording filed as 2210. 

Charles Lawman one number 

ahead in the Columbia archives, is 
quite attractive in “Blue Is the 
Night” and “On the Market.” 
. Chester Gaylord (Brunswick 
4753 is pleasantly effective with 
“The Stein Song’ and “I Never 
Dreamt.” 


Here and There 


Cob Galoway and orchestra (col- 
ored) from the Cotton Club in Har- 
le + and radio, will appear for 
R-K-O. 


Tom Gerun’s orchestra, setting a 
good pace at Lincoln Tavern, Chi- 
the Balloon Room 
at the end of the 


cago, goes into 
at the Congress 
Summer, 


Trianon ballroom at Chicago back 
to the quick change system again 
with a bunch of name bands due, 
headed by Maurie Sherman, Ted 
Weems and Don Bester in succes- 
sion. 


Ralph Bennett’s reorganized Seven 
Aces will open soon at the Rice 
hotel, Houston. 


Riva Kaye, formerly secretary to 
Lester Santly, has been placed in 
charge of Santly’s organist depart- 
ment. 


Golfie Song 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
“They Are All Playing Miniature 
Golf” is the latest song written by 
Ballard Macdonald, Eddie Cantor 


and Dave Dwyer. 
Cantor will sing the song in his | 
personal appearances. 


BUCKLEY SONG SALE 
STOPPED IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Aug. 12. 
A special number has been writ«- 
ten about Jerry Buckley, local radio 
announcer, who was bumped off by 
gangsters. 


Announcer won a lot of populare 
ity for himself, evidenced by about 
200,000 people having visited his 


grave since the shooting. 

“Name of the tune is “Jerry, Me 
Lad,” with copies on sale on street 
corners until sale stopped by pub- 
lisher, local, John 8S. Finck. 

Sale was stopped because Finck 
became dissatisfied about use of 
royalties going to the fund being 
raised in memory of Buckley. 

Al and Pete, radio stars working 
now locally, wrote the tune and do-- 
nated the royalties to the Buckley 
fund, 


Singing at 7 A. M. 


Detroit, Aug. 12. 

Danny Engel, local plugger for 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, is 
broadeasting every morning over at 
station WXYZ. 

This in addition to songfest three 
afternoons a week and every Sate 
urday night over WJR. 

Danny also sings with the over- 
ture every so often in one of the 
deluxe houses, 


(Columbia 2240)- 
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More Showmanship Nowadays in 


Air Delivery, but Much Aping 


By Abel 


More ether showmanship than 
ever before manifested these days, 
although both of the particularly 
notable features, the Raleigh Revue 
(WEAF), and True Story Hour 
(WABC), over the two rival major 
networks, are long-standing. 

Both run a full hour, the Colum- 
pia System hour preceding the Ra- 

h program. 

True Story” hour seemingly 
nas had vital returns for the Mac- 
fadden publication which dramatizes 
weekly one of the stories in a rather 
skillful manner, held together by 
Mary and Bob, as the two central 
characters on a country-wide hunt 
for true life stories. 

The Raleigh program is less com- 
plicated, running more to the revue 
idea, with Alfred Shirley (with a de- 
cided English accent), doing the 
m. ec. Shirley’s scheme of presen- 
tation reminds of the Philco’s Old 
Stager, a sort of back-of-the-scenes 
eonferencier, explaining the con- 
tinuity, and holding together the 
succession of specialties by a thread. 

Like most of the big time com- 
mercial hours, Raleigh has its own 
theme song and everything to plug 
the tobacco product. Olive Kline, 
soprano; The Rovers, male quartet; 
Phil Ohman and Victor Arden, 
piano duetists; William Merrigan 
Daly’s orchestra, and Alvin Keech, 
announcer. The specialties were all 
professional in calibre, songs run- 
ning heavily to Rodgers and Hart 
and Gershwin, and possessed of a 
generally high calibre in treatment 
or presentation. 

The True Story Hour quite neatly 
indicates the time transitions by or- 
chestral suggestion and judicious 
continuity and as effectively estab- 
lishes the changes of scene in the 
dramatization of “A Girl’s Last 
Choice” (from the Sept. issue) with- 
out any such crude devices as inter- 
polated explanations. 

One also learns that Bernarr Mac- 
fadden now editorializes on “How 
to Win Love and Hold It” in this 
issue; that a $2,000 prize story will 

(Continued on page 69) 


Paul David Agenting 


Paul David, formerly doing pub- 
licity for Arthur Hopkins, has gone 
radio agent. 

He has Walter Winchell prac- 
tically set at important money, and 
is also handling other names. 


Orchestra 
and His inshine and 
usic < 


again at 
Angeles. 


ing— 
of course, they’re play 


And, 


A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 
East ef Broadway 


| To 


| with 


YES-MEN’S THEME SONG 


The yes-men of pictures are 
claiming they were the in- 
spiration for a new pop song. 

It’s “A Pat on the Back.” 


“ARABESQUE” DISPUTE 
OVER OWNERSHIP 


First court litigation on record 
over the rights to material used on 
the radio is pending between the 
Columbia Broadcasting System and 
Yolande Langworthy, who has spon- 
sored the “Arabesque” program over 
CBS for the past year. 

Miss Langworthy quit her $150 a 
week position with CBS last week 
when the latter turned down a com 
mercial offer of $500 weekly for 
“Arabesque,” a sustaining program. 
CBS informed the advertiser it did 
not care to move “Arabesque” from 
the non-advertising class. Miss 
Langworthy declared she believed 
she was entitled to consideration 
and part of the commercial ac- 
count’s offer. When CBS refused to 
consider the commercial offer, Miss 
Langworthy walked. 

Monday night the CBS broadcast 
“Arabesque” on its chain at the 
usual hour over Miss Langworthy’s 
protest. 

Miss Langworthy declared the 
program is her own creation and 
that she used it under the same 
title on other stations before going 
with Columbia. CBS’s contention is 
that it engaged the “Arabesque” 
program rather than Miss Lang- 
worthy personally. 


GOOD PAN OKAY 


Hungarian Court Allows Legitimate 
Criticism Limitless 


Budapest, Aug. 1. 

An action for libel was brought 
by the Hungarian Broadcasting 
Company against a journalist who 
said in an article that Budapest 
Radio programs were worse and 
duller than any other in the world. 
Defendant was acquitted, the judge 
declaring that such a declaration 
did not exceed the limits of legiti- 
mate criticism. 

Budapest broadcasting programs 
are popular throughout the conti- 
nent, in spite of language difficul- 
ties. Announcers say their say in 
French and German as well as in 
the native Hungarian. Foreign 
listeners-in are attracted by the 
gypsy music, the same thing that 
local subscribers have grown tired 
of. 


BEAUX ARTS 


Atlantic City, Aug. 8. 

Business not so hot during the 
week, in fact away off, which true of 
the other night spots. Show and 
cafe looks for a break Saturday 
and Sunday. That’s the way the 
town is for most things. 

“Wave Lengths” is a pretty good 
fioor show with Al Wohlmau 
m.c’ing and doing a very good job, 
what with his acquaintance with 
professionals who make Beaux Arts 
a drop-in. 

Show is 
prove 
prima donna, 

the request: 


“nude but not vulgar.” 
it, Wohlman introduces 
Grace Bowman, 
“Please be nice 


the 


to this broad.” 


Standing out amongst the special- 
ists is the sister duo, Elsie and Syl- 
via Carroll, second season here. An 
effective piano and harmony team 
that will probably get a shot in a 
production revue. Junior Holtz, no 
refation to Lou, quite a kid acro- 
batie dancer. Nellie Durkin, a 
shouter when she wants to be, is 
best at that type of warbliag. 

About 16 girls in the ensemble, 
naturally wearing little in this city 
of showy bathing suits. Ray Nichols’ 
band in action. 

Dewey Kaufman, formerly of the 


Madrid, has this place. It’s a buck 

cover nightly except Saturday, 

when a $3 nick squares the over- 
Ibee. 


head. 


F 
WABC every 


JESSE CRAWFORD 


ORGANIST 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE, 
Bye-Bye Blues,” “1 Love You Se Much, ‘Down the River of Golden Dreams,’ 
“ture Just Passed,”’ ““Old New England Moon,”’ “Yeu Brought a New Kind of Love to Me’ 
Saturday during Paramount-Publix Hour at 10:00 P. 
day from 8:00 to 8:30 P. M.—WABC Every Monday frem 10:30 te 11:00 P. M. 
VICTOR RECORDS 


NEW YORK, playing 


M.—WABC Every 


Rent Split on Coveurs 
Continuing Over New 
Season for Nite Club 


Rosita and Ramon, dancers, and 
Emil Coleman, now bandleading at 
the Brook, Saratoga, but in joint 
partnership at the El Patio, West 
52d street nite club, have extended 
their lease on the room for the com- 
ing season. 

Averaging around 300 couverts 
weekly all summer, not bad consid- 
ering the weather, at $3 and $4, 
they’ve been breaking even but 
hope to capitalize their summer’s 
missionary work during the cooler 
months, 

Rosita and Ramon and Coleman 
give up 75c and $1 respectively on 
each $3 and $4 couvert to a group 
which formerly had the club and 
which guarantees the landlord. 
Otherwise the dancers and bandman 
operate everything. 

During his brother’s absence in 
Saratoga, Gregory Coleman is con- 
ducting the orchestra. 


LONDON SUBURBAN NITE 
CLUBS IN FOR RAIDS 


London, Aug. 1. 
Police activity against the nite 
clubs has now been extended out- 


side the London—Metropolitan po- 
lice force—radius. 

Latest place to come within the 
official net, is Southend, the Coney 
Island of London’s lower classes. 

Three simultaneous raids were 
made in clubs there, 40 cops arriv- 
ing by autos from Chelmsford. 
Method of procedure was the new 
one recently adopted, the cops mak- 
ing their entrance in the ordinary 
way and not going in disguised as 
members. 


TORONTO’S ROAD SPOTS 
LOST T. B. M.-STENOS 


Toronto, Aug. 12. 

What was thhe softest spot for 
roadhouses in America a month ago 
is now about the toughest. Cops 
breaking in at least once a night. 

One, the Grey Wolf, has had its 
license taken away and the rest are 
feeding about two customers a 
night, mostly U. S. tourists. 

A local paper is howling for a 
new attorney general because he 
won’t take further action. It claims 
the roadhouses are the center of a 
white slave gang, dope peddlers, 
bootleggers and racketeers. Wild 
stories out about armed sentinels 
and wars between the different 
houses are ruining biz. 

Strung along the main highways 
are the roadhouses. Orchestras 
played most of the night and any 
time after 12 biz pepped up. These 
that went out were willing to pay. 
Sometimes the police called, but it 
was taken more in the nature of a 
friendly visit. 

Then a U. S. real estate dealer, 
worth plenty of money. was bumped 
off and found dumped along a coun- 
try road. There was a howl. Sus- 
picions were-directed at the road- 
houses and it was claimed that he 
might have been a victim of a gang 
war. 

Toronto. started to squawk and 
the provincial police got going. 

Trade Gone 

Biz went flat. Places are 
late. In one place where a new 
floor had just been built three 
couples were dancing at the usual 
rush hour. 

The owners are plenty sore. They 
say they don’t know anything about 
any murder. Have orchestras un- 
der contract and have to pay them. 
Boys play night after night, but 
half the time no one is on the floor. 

But Chief of Police Johnston of 
Port Credit, near the heart of the 
roadhouse area, is at least glad.. 
“We aren’t so keen about having 
these tired business men and their 
stenographers in these joints any- 
way,” he said. 


Savino’s Fancy Contract 


deso- 


Domenico Savino, composer and 
partner in Metro-Robbins Music, 
has a fancy contract with Columbia 
Broadcasting System, just signed. 
It guarantees him $1,750 a week 
with a high elastic upward scale. 

Guarantees him also a sustaining 
program, two commercials, 
rangements, stage work, etc. 


ar- 


Vaude and Picture Cos. Don't Seiad 
Able to Get Radio Angle—Run 2d 


Air Serials Catch On 


Ether serials, continued 
either from day to day or week 
to week, is the big thing over 
the air now. 

NBC reports its 15-minute 
period programs along. the 
serial lines are arousing a huge 
interest. 

About 12 serials, broadcast 
in 15-minute periods, are on 
the NBC network. 


R-K-0 SPLITTING RADIO 
TIME ON VAUD-FILMS 


An analysis of the radio situa- 
tion so far as R-K-O is concerned 
has been made by the executives of 
that company with NBC officials. 
It resulted in the consensus of 
opinion that R-K-O’s radio broad- 
casting should be concentrated on 
the larger cities in which the cir- 


cuit operates theatreg, but with 
enough prominence given to R-K-O 
Radio pictures, as against the 
vaude, for the benefit of other 
towns. 

Some opinion has existed that the 
pictures should get more of the 
R-K-O hours on the air than the 
theatres and vaude through that 
being a product of R-K-O that gets 
nation-wide outlet. In view of this 
and the analysis taking the side 
that the R-K-O trademark as a 
circuit and vaude should be most 
heavily exploited, plans are under 
way for the devoting of half the 
usual R-K-O time to vaude and 
theatres, the other half to pictures. 

This was given its first experi- 
ment last night (Tuesday). 


“Cohens-Kellys” Sketches 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Edward Small is angling with 
NBC and Columbia for outlet on a 
series of Cohen and Kelly sketches, 
featuring Charlie Murray’ and 
George Sidney, who were featured 
in the “Cohens and Kellys” films at 
Universal, 

Plan is to broadcast’ 15-minute 
sketches twice a week for one year. 


Commercial firms are _ proving 
themselves to be far ahead of the- 
atrical organizations, when it comes 
to showmanship over the _ radio. 
They get more results from the ad- 
vertising, show better taste in pro- 
grams, provide more entertainment 
for radio audiences and do a much 
better all around job of exploiting 
products. As showmen on the ether 
the commercial people are superior 
to those whose professional line is 
showmanship. 
Commercials grab the best radio 
attractions, do the most impressive 
advertising and stage the best air 
programs. Picture companies and 
vaudeville circuits, using radio per- 
formances to advertise their own 
screen and stage shows, appear to 
be content with getting by as eco- 
nomically as possible, with free tal- 
ent favored and the air plugging 
done without the finesse and effect 
of the commercials. 
Theatrical producers and circuits 
spend thousands on the mechanical 
side of their broadcasts and for ad- 
vertising time on the various sta- 
tions, but nothing for talent. They 
prefer-actors working for them in 
pictures or on the stage, with the 
actors participating in the pro- 
ducers’ broadcasts gratis as part of 
their stage or screen contract, 

Taking a Chance 
In most cases the vaude and pic- 


Pture actors are not as suited to 


radio work, but used by theatrical 
advertisers on a chance their the- 
atre reps will sell them on the air. 

There is nothing so disliked by 
radio listeners-in as a bad ether 
performance, no matter who is per- 
forming. It’s so easy to tune in on 
another station. 

The best and most widely re- 
ceived programs on the air, besides 
the programs sustained by the sta< 
tions themselves, are commercials, 
Advertising manufacturers of com- 
mercial articles demand the best 
talent available and pay for it, 

No Flops 

Commercials get attention by 
pounding away with one big fea- 
ture or personality. Some of Amer- 
ica’s cleverest comedians have been 
complete flops on the radio for 
vaude and picture companies, but 
used for the “name” value regard- 
less of radio shortcomings. Come 
mercial advertisers won’t stand for 
flop acts on their programs, no mat- 
ter how well known—off the radio— 
the act may be. 


IRVING AARONSON _| 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


| THE BRICK TOPS]. 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
Special Engagement 
GRANADA CAFE 
CHICAGO 


| TAL HENRY | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 
Warner Bros.- Vitaphone Artists 
Exclusive Management 


Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway. New York 


JESSE STAFFORD) 


PALACE HOTEL 


San Francisco 


(Brunswick Records) 


Featuring His and Gene Rose's 
“TONIGHT” 


[PAUL WHITEMAN| 


“KING OF JAZZ” 
(Universal Picture) 


ARROWHEAD INN 
(For the August Season) 


SARATOGA SPRINGS 
Personal Kep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 


| PHIL FABELLO | 
and His fi 
R-K-O Entertainers 
Creators of the Fabello Policy 
R-K-O COLISEUM, New York 


Indefinitely 


(PARISIAN RED HE ADS) 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 


En Route Transcontinental Dance Tour 
Permanent Address 
North 8t., Indianapolis, 


28 West Ind. 


RADIO AND RECORDS 
| AL LYNN | 


and His MUSIC MASTERS 
The orchestra with that R.R. opening 
Famous Feltman’s, Coney Island 
ow 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


GEORGE OLSEN CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 
VICTOR RECORDS 


| B. A. ROLFE | 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 


LUCKY STRIKE 


Dance Orchestra 
Thrice Weekly Over N. B. C., 


| ANSON WEEKS |° 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Back Aaain! 


MARK HOPKINS HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 
COLUMBIA BECORDS 


Exclusive Management M. C. 
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Ringling Shows Earning 25% Net 
This Season; All Shows Going 


Again Next 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

The 1931 circus season, according 
to John Ringling, will see all six 
of his outfits on the road again. 
Features, now being sought in for- 
eign countries, will be added to the 
Sells - Floto, Hagenbeck - Wallace, 
John Robinson, Al G. Barnes and 
Sparks’, which, it is figured, will 
put them in the same class as the 
Ringling-Barnum show in drawing 
power. Practically the same execu- 
tive personnel will be retained next 
season, 

The fair dates, for circuses, given 
a whirl this season, will be dropped. 
Any fairs contracted may be dates 
suitable to the circuses and will 
come unsolicited. It must fit in 
with the route of the circus en- 
gaged. 

Early this season a plan was 
formed to take over the major fairs 
in the U. S. with circuses as a draw, 
either for a day or week. An office, 
with Dan Odom in charge, was 
opened to handle this. The entire 
idea has been abandoned for 1931. 

Everybody Satisfied 

John Ringling and those he rep- 
resents are well satisfied with the 
1930 intake, it is said. Circuses have 
always, with the exception of a few 
bad years, paid anywhere from 100 
to 200 cents on each dollar invested. 
This year’s earnings have shrunk 
to approximately 25%. On _ this 
basis Ringling is satisfied, figuring 
the biz now on the same level as 
commercial businesses throughout 
the country, with the circuses still 
having the best of it and paying 
more money than other forms of en- 
terprises. 

Only serious opposition to the 
Ringling circuses, known at present, 
will be the 101 Ranch. It will re- 
open in March in a midwest city. 
This outfit, along with the Rob- 
bins Bros. circus, is the sole remain- 
ing independent outfit bucking the 
Ringling-owned properties. 

Al G. Barnes’ circus, according to 
Mr. Ringling, will not winter in the 
east, but will return to the Pacific 
coast. Route has been contracted 
as far as El Paso, Tex. on the way 
home. 

Closing dates of any of the six 
Ringling shows has not been set. 
Present indications are some will 
close about Sept. 15, with possible 
one or two going through until Oct. 
15. Intake for Aug, with drought 
conditions will set the closing 
stands, which will come suddenly 
when announced. 


NO LICENSE FOR PONY 
GOLF, COURT RULES 


Miniature golf courses can oper- 
ate sans license, unless Magistrate 
Charles H. Haubert’s ruling in a 
test case in Brooklyn last week is 
reversed later. 

The case at hand involved Harry 
Weiner, president of the Mammoth 
Golf and Tennis Club, Inc., at New 
York and Clarkson avenues, Brook- 


lyn, who had been taken to court 
for operating the course without a 
license under the premise that 
operation was in violation of com- 
mon show license regulations. 
Magistrate Haubert rendered an 
opinion that the miniature courses 


were in no sense a show and could 
no more be compelled to submit to 
licensing regulations than the larger 
courses. 


First Carnival Lay-Off 


Bloomington, Ill., Aug. 12. 

To save railroad fare the D. D. 
Murphy carnival laid off five 
days here after finishing the week's 
showing, Aug. 9. It will then hop 
to the Springfield, Ill., state fair for 
“week Aug. 16-23. Early this spring 
this trick laid $16,000 on the line 
for the carnival privilege at this 
fair. The past two weeks the out- 
fit has had a tough time making 
its movements. 

So far as known, the first time 
in history a carny has ever tried 
to lay-off and still keep intact its 
organization before a fair date. 


Barnes’ Estate Settled 
Chicago, Aug. 12. 
The Fred M. Barnes’ will probate 
suit was finally settled last week. 
First attempts at probating will 
met with plenty family squabbles. 


Summer, Complete 


Christy Circus, Early 


Closer, Set For 1931 


Houston, Aug. 12. 

Christy circus, recently closed be- 
cause cf bad biz, will go out in 1931 
under same management, of G. W. 
Christy, owner. 

Understood here two of the lar- 
gest banks have offered to aid the 
show, with preparations now unéder- 
way. Tentative plans call for a 
wild animal circus, although this 
may be switched later. Likely open 
as a 10-car trick here in early 
March, 


Opposition at Last 


Canandaigua, N. Y., Aug. 12. 
William Muar operates Roseland 
Park here and has made it pay big 


because of no opposition. This 
summer Muar installed the first 
midget golf course. It drew the 


people and quick competition. 

A rival lilliput course is being 
constructed across from Muar’s 
park. 

Muar has engaged Perrin G. Som- 
ers to figure out new novelties, 


Big Show’s in First 
Rockford, Ill., Aug. 12. 
The Ringling-Barnum show, which 
comes into town for one day to- 
morrow (13), is the first circus to 
hit this city this season. Show is 
heavily billed for the date, 


Carnivals 


(For current week (11-16) 
otherwise indicated.) 

Ajax United, Lilly, W. Va., 15-17. 

Alabama, Columbia, Ky. 

Alamo No. 2, Colorado City, Texas 


when not 


American Expo., Mt. Savage, Md.; 
Meyersdale, Pa., 19-23. 

B B., Charlestown, W. Va. 

Barnhart, Alta, Ia. 


Bee, Ewing, Ky. 

Bernardi Greater, Elkins, W. Va. 
3ernardi Expo., Antigo, Wis, 
Brown & Roe, Spickard, Mo. 
Bruce Greater, Reading, Pa. 
Bunts, Clarksburg, W. Va., 18-23. 
Butler Bros., Wayne City, Ill. 
Cetlin & Wilson, Hinton, W. Va, 
Coleman Bros., New Milford, Conn, 


Conklin & Garrett, Drumheller, Alta., 
Can. 
Copping, Caledonia, N. Y. 


Crafts Greater, Turlock, Calif, 

Dixie Expo., Dyersburg, Tenn, 
Dixieland, Garland City, Ark 
Fleming, Fairfield, Ill. 

Gibbs, Corning, Ia. 

Glick, Massena, N. Y. 

Gold Medal, Brazil, Ind. 

treat American, Pocomoke City, Md, 
Hames No. 2, Saint Jo., Texas, 
Hansen, Salem, Ind. 

Harris & Heyn, Pinckneyville, Ill. 
Harris & Mitchell, Bridgewater, 
Can, 

Howey & Gébson, Sheridan, Ind, 
Hugo, Omaha, Neb. 
wane, Joncquiere, Que., Can., 
-19. 
Ionia, Mich.; Holland, 18-23, 


Jones, 


N. &., 


Kaus United, Red Lion, Pa, 
Krause Greater, Cynthiana, Ky. 
Landes, Norton, Kan, 

Lang, Brookfield, Mo. 

Laughlin, Indianola, Ia. 

Lee, Greenville, Tenn. 
Leggette, Coffeyville, Kan. 
Lottridge, Picton, Ont., Can, 


McGregor, Fairfield, Tex. 


Sheldon, Ia, 


SELLS-FLOTO 
Aug. 13, Mattoon, Ill.; 14, Evansville, 
Ind.; 15, Owensboro, Ky.; 16, Louisville, 
Ky. 


JOHN ROBINSON 
Aug. 12, Albany, Mo.; 13, Leon, Ta.; 14, 
Creston, Ia.; 15, Maryville, Mo.; 16, Atchi- 


gon, Kans.; 17, Nevada, Mo.; 18, Iola, 
Kans, 
HAGENBECK-WALLACE 
Aug. 15., Sheridan, Wyo.; 14, Gillette; 
15, Alliance, Neb.; 16, Broken Bow. 
AL. G. BARNES 
Aug. 13, ITowell, Mass.; 14, Athol 
Mass.; 15, Troy, N. Y.; 16, Little Falls, 
| N. Y. 


Melville-Reiss, Cortland, N. Y.; Hudson 
Falls, 18-23. 

Mississippi Valley, New ‘Madrid, Mo. 
Morris & Castle, Davenport, Ia, 

Naill, Clarksville, Tex. 

Page, Springfield, Ky.; Lexington, 18-23. 
Pearson, Paxton, IIl. 

Rice-Dorman, Fort Scott, Kan. 

Royal American, Prince Albert, Alta., 
Can, 

Rubin & Cherry, Kankakee, II, 

Seifer Greater, Oberlin, Kan, 

Smith Bros., Redfield, Ark. 

Smith, J. Lacy, Brunswick, Md. 

Sol's Liberty, Sturgis, Mich. 

Southern Tier, Rochester, N. Y, 
Southern State, Kinsley, Kan 

Southern Expo., Canton, Ga, 

Wade, Portland, Ind. 

Williams, Bynum, Tex. 

Winn Bros., Holyoke, Colo. 

Wortham’s, C. A., Marshalltown, Ta, 

Ci 
RINGLING-BARNUM 

Aug. 12, Madison, Wis.; 13, Rockford, 
Tll.; 14, Clinton, Ia.; 15, Dubuque; 16, 
Waterloo; 18, Fort Dodge, Ia.; 19, Albert 
Lea, Minn.; 20, Estherville, Ia.; 21, Sioux 
Falis, 8. D.; 22, Sioux City, Ia.; 323, 


|Big Show Breaks Chi’s 
Gross Record at Grant 
Park by Doing $134,000 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Nine-day engagement of the Ring- 
ling-Barnum circus here broke all 
records in the 14 years the Big 
Show has been showing at Grant 
Park, grossing approximately $134,- 
000. Engagement ended Sunday 
evening (10). 

First four days were marred by 
terrific heat, which dropped _ the 
gross. When the heat wave broke, 
the tent filled twice daily, running 
about $30,000 for the two perform- 
ances. Nut of the show is $16,000 
daily while in Chicago, much of 
which goes into the heavy lot rent. 
This season the South Park Board 
shared in 10% of the profit, besides 
getting $18,000 cash for use of the 
park. To keep the gravy spot this 
season it was necessary for the 
Ringling force to call in the aid of 
Gov. Emerson of Illinois, when the 
owners of the Stevens Hotel se- 


| cured an injunction, a few days be- 


fore the opening, prohibiting the 
circus erecting the tents. 

Next season the outfit will use 
Soldier Field or the plot of ground 
immediately back of it, as the pres- 
ent lot is to be used for the 1933 
World’s Fair, construction of which 
has started. 


CARNYS HEADED FOR 
L. A. LOST ON WAY 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

Outdoor business is in a bad way 
around here this year. There isn't 
a single outfit of any importance 
in the vicinity of Los Angeles coun- 
ty now. Except for the Barnes 
show, which was in town three 
months ago, there will not be an- 
other big circus here until next 
year. 

From reports the Hagenback- 
Wallace circus, which was sched- 
uled to come out this summer, has 
called the trip west off. Of the 
smaller outfits which started earlier 
this year, Christie Bros, has folded, 
Shell Bros. is in the middle west, 
Robinson closed abruptly after a 
disagreement between partners, 
while several other wheel shows 
have disappeared. 

Local outdoor showmen are more 
than worried over the situation. 


Fairs Off Rodeos 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

California fairs are off rodeos this 
season. Formerly the main attrac- 
tion at the fairs, bronk busting and 
bulldogging have gone sour with 
the customers. 

Fair associations this year will 
stick to outdoor acts as the free 
attraction, with most of them work- 
ing in front of the grandstand. No 
circus has been booked for any of 
the state fairs. 

Last year a number of small out- 
fits tried the fairs but were not 
successful. 


Carny Man in Jam 


Louisville, Aug. 12. 

Floyd R. Heth, of the Heth 
Greater Carnival, is accused of the 
criminal assault of 15-year old 
Labina Elizabeth King and is being 
held for trial without bond. 

A similar case in another county 
resulted in a death verdict for the 
young man who attacked a 19-year 
old school teacher. The Court of 
Appeals has upheld the death sen- 
tence in this latter case and the 
Governor is to set the date of exe- 
cution next week. 

Kentucky law provides for death 
by hanging in the county in which 
the “rime occurred in a case of this 
kind. 


Colored Fair Below Par 
Lexington, Ky., Aug. 12. 

Lexington Colored fair, a unique 
institution of its kind, failed to get 
the usual draw this week. Absence 
of running races and pari-mutuel 
betting ascribed as cause, 

White patrons, who furnished a 
big portion of the gate in past years, 
failed to support the venture. 

Negroes from Cincinnati, Detroit, 
Cleveland, Chicago and Indianapolis 
here for the event, which is a home- 
coming to many of them. 


Elmer J. Walters succeeded Peter 
| McGregor as director of publicity, 
|} Luna Park, Coney Island, N. Y. 


PARK’S FREE FILMS 


Follows City Park In Drawing 'Em 
in Via Free Picture Show 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. 
In order to counteract free Sun- 
day pictures in the city parks, some 
of the local amusement parks have 


taken to the same stunt. City’s no- 
admission films have been drawing 
close to 50,000 persons each Sun- 
day during the summer, with some 
of the privately-owned spots suffer- 
ing plenty. 

First to inaugurate stunt was 
West View park, which is offering 
a feature picture and two comedies, 
all silent, to its patrons. 

Management figures it’s bringing 
plenty of customers in who other- 
wise might take advantage of the 
city’s benevolence. 


101 Down to 10 Cars 
For Western Pickups 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 


With 101 Ranch reorganized and 
going out again the latter part of 
this month as a 10-car show to play 
Texas and Arizona, it’s figured the 
outfit will come into California late 
in October. 

101 has not been in this part of 
the country for the past four years. 
Cut down to less than half its for- 
mer size, it is doubtful if it will 
play any of the larger towns. 


Ban and $250,000 Suits 


Follow Coaster Crash 
Omaha, Aug. 12. 


Following death of four persons 
and injury of 17 others when a train 
of cars plunged off the Krug park 
roller coaster to the ground 50 feet 
below, the city council has passed 
an ordinance banning coasters. The 
park has taken no action and hasn’t 
rebuilt the coaster. 

Suits for over $250,000 already 
filed against park, which has only 
$30,000 insurance and very few 
other assets. 


Reads Handwriting 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Figuring that business conditions 
don’t warrant the organization of 
a new circus, Al Copeland has aban- 
doned the idea of putting out a 
show this year. 

Copeland is the owner of a circus 
Prop house for pictures and was 
planning to use most of his equip- 
ment in framing the show. 


Fred Buchanan, owner Robbins 
Bros., lost eight horses last week 
when they ate poison grass along a 
railroad track. 


HAYS OFFICE 
GOING AFTER 
CARNIVALS 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Publix Theatres, through will 
Hays, is asking that next season the 
Hays’ organization go direct to the 
heads of the American Legion, 
Moose, Owls, Woodman, Odd Fel. 
lows, Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
other similar fraternal bodies, te 
have them issue orders from head« 
quarters to all branches of the dif. 
ferent lodges, stopping the sponsor. 
ing of carnivals, 

Move is being undertaken chiefly 
because, though many towns have 
legislated the carnys* out, they still 
sneak in, using these auspices to 
secure the license, lot and electric 
juice. 

Result of this sneaking-in hag 
been a bunch of complaints from 
all towns, with Publix collecting 
these in sheaf form and having 
them now ready to back up its re- 
quest for barring. 

Plea of Publix to Hays is that 
these carnivals upset the various 
towns for weeks. Many theatre 
managers have been approached by 
the better element, asking, since the 
legislation failed to keep the car- 
nivals out, if they personally, or 
their organization, couldn't do 
something. 

Publix is also showing Hays that 
the carnival always gets the long 
end of the auspices money, with 
most of the auspices falling into 
the red and having to dig after the 
outfit leaves town. 


REGULAR SEASON CUT 
DOWN BY 6 OR 8 WKS 


Chicago, Aug, 12. 
Reports coming into town indi- 
cate that the regular outdoor season 
will be shaved all Cown the line of 
from six to eight weeks this season. 
This takes in fairs, carnivals, cir- 
cuses, etc. 
Blame is placed on the depression 
in the agricultural sections at pres- 
ent, with wheat at 63 cents, and 
corn, while extremely high, is being 
ruined by drought. It is stated that 
the situation on the farms is tighter 
than it has been for 16 years. 
The effect on the circuses is felt 
brutally, since the circuses play the 
manufacturing cities in the spring 
and the agricultural sections in the 
fall. 


Eddy Vaughan, former 101 Ranch, 
legal adjuster, pinch hitting in same 
capacity for the Ringling-Barnum 
show until Frank Cook recovers. 


Inside Stufl—Pictures 


(Continued from page 57) 


figures are sometimes less startling than they seem, through Par-Pub- 
lix’s heavy charges against houses on film rentals. 


With the beginning of the new season Loew again begins sloganing 


each month for special exploitation purposes. 


It will be conducted 


along the same lines as last season, when January was “January Jubilee 


Month” and February, “February Festival.” 


September ushers in the 


monthly slogan publicity builder with “You'll Remember September, the 


Big Show Month.” 


Believe in signs? In two weeks 
the Chicago theatre orchestra from 


Publix-Balaban & Katz cut down 
34 men to 18. The week B. & K. 


slashed 16 men from the band it installed a permanent large neon tube 


sign 
Orchestra.” 


under the Chi marquee which read: 


“Home of Chicago’s Finest 


That “free picture” angle, part of the agreement when Tiffany and Abe 
Myer’s Allied group got together on franchises, has at last been settled. 
Producer headquarters hears that Tiff satisfied the boys with a con- 


tribution of around 10 grand in lieu 


of the picture. 


Now that the contract formula has been threshed out, and protection 
and those other things held in seemingly happy abeyance, Haysites are 
wondering what Abe Myers’ next move will be. 

Not one is willing to foretell, but all admit Myers has them guessing. 


J. J. Lyng meta sad fate Sunday, dying from a heart attack 


while im the water off Long Island, 


attempting to save his sister. His 


sister was saved by others, The deceased was a vice-president of the 


ERPI (Western Electric). 


Harry Arthur, the Fox eastern theatre operator, surprised the Fox 
managers, called for a meeting in New York the other day, by notifying 


them to be present at 7:30 in the morning. 


They were there. 


It’s understood that Paul Ash is pretty near through with 


The m. ¢c. has been with the theatre organization for some years 


Publix. 
Re- 


port says that Ash has been informed of the decision. 
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Capitol—‘*Trou Dans le Mur.” 
Loew’s—‘“‘Prince of Diamonds.” 
Princess—“An Embarrassing Night.” 


(Continued from page 67) 


author of popular songs with “Rose 


Colored Glasses,” his most success- 


— last week on the stage of the Penn . 
: theatre, Monaca, near Pittsburgh. ] 
] Panic was averted by the warning 
1 of Louis C. Stoll, owner and oper- 
ator of the house. Damage around 
$3,000. JIMMY STEIGER 
‘ e + ° e Jimmy Steiger, 38, song writer 
R Variety & Chicago Office MONTREAL RADIO SHOWMANSHIP and vaudevillian, died of septic 
poisoning Aug. 5 in New York. 
woopDs THEATRE BUILDING—CENTRAL 0644-4401 Palace—“Song o’ My Heart.” Mr. Steiger was a well known 


Englewood 
r a showing bill this nine-act 


Fo 
s a bit above average. It 
12, layout disappointing turn in Wally 
Ph 7 a’s new act, a four-person skit. 
pon the Poul and Margie, man and girl, the 
to the rmer doing his chalk talk based 
~egion, a woman's head, with quick 
d Fel- changes in hats, and the girl carry- 
rs and pee a line of foiling, were misplaced 
ies, to as an opener, but got by here. In 
h the deuce Amy Anne and Jack, two 
—_ children, did 10 minutes with dance 
se nd gong. Petet Leane and com- 
y, risley trio of two men and a 
rl, showed carelessness through- 
chiefly out the entire routine and the girl's 
} have toe-tap to open is slow. Her comic 
y still attempts also not appreciated. 
ces t Three Browns, the colored hoofing 
. and gag trio, went over easily and 
nee jook serviceable for similar family 
s. 
n hag — 5 was Wally rord (4) In his 
from Lambs Gambols skit tried about 
ecting three years ago. He was liked, but 
1aving this no index of the skit’s value 
its ree outside of Chicago. 
Stone and Lee, comedy team, in 
which the man is a star gazer and 
3 that the girl asks rapid and silly ques- 
arious tions with sarcastic endings, were 
heatre over here, would go well in any 
ied by family house. Could be trimmed 
ce the and speeded up by eliminating two 
weak dances the girl does. 
ly, or yascoigne, the juggler, a stand- 
: ard act, was in top form at this 
[= show with his paper funnel balanc- 
ing and stunt with two bottles and 
s that a heavy ball. A good performer who 
» long keeps action moving. Cycle of 
with Youth (New Acts) is an unusual 
- into flash layout well-groomed and can- 
ar the not miss. Minetti and Darling, 


hoke tossers, closed to good returns. 
The night was cool, but business 
off in the balcony. On the screen, 


“Young Desire” (U), Pathe shots 
T and a “Cuckoos” trailer much too 
long. Loop. 


Jack Roof, who recently managed 
the flop attempt of burlesque at the 
Oliver in South Bend, Ind., has or- 


30 days, with plans rapidly nearing 
completion. This theatre will be 
built for stage shows, with the 
R-K-O vaudfilm Englewood and the 
Warner presentation Stratford as 
competition. 


It appears that the midget golf 
courses are going to take it on the 
chin in the form of a legal closing 
time. Last week the manager of the 
Edgewater Beach apartments se- 
cured a warrant for the arrest of 
Leo Harrington, owner of the golfie 
across the street. 

Harrington is to be arraigned on 
formal charges of disorderly con- 
duct, and specific charges that the 
apartment owners complained of the 
post-midnight noise. 


Don Hopkins closed his rep com- 


Imperial—‘‘Around the Corner.” 
Roxy—*‘The Fakir.” 
Strand—Double bill. 
Empress—Double bill 
Orpheum— Stock. 


Capitol trying out all-French 
talker, “Trou Dans le Mur” (Hole 
in the Wall), this coming week. 
This house has been only one of 
ynain stems to run French sneorts 
in this French city but not out- 
standing successes, 


Influential local paper, “Star,” has 
joined with Toronto and Ottawa in 
attacking Paramount on policy of 
substituting pictures for legit shows 
and crowding out British traveling 
companies from Canada. Par points 
to failure of some British touring 
companies in recent years as part 
reason for decreased booking. 


Meanwhile, His Majesty's only 


CORRESP 


otherwise indicatec 
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MINNEAPOLIS 
MONTREAL 
NEWARK 
OAKLAND 
PITTSBURGH 
PROVIDENCE 
SAN DIEGO 
| SAN FRANCISCO 
SARANAC LAKE 
SEATTLE 


pany at Mendova, Ill., Aug. 14. Will 
reopen a troupe in Kansas on 


legit house left in eastern Canada 
has been running summer season 
of sound and continues next week 
with “Atlantic.” 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Minnesota — “Romance” and Publix 
unit stage show, “Dude Ranch.” 
R-K-O Orpheum — Island’; 
vaude (Blossom Seeley). 
Century—‘“Song o’ My Heart.” 
State—‘‘Anybody’s War.” 
Lyrie—‘‘Czar of Broadway.” 
Aster—‘“‘Sunny Skies,”’ 
Grand—‘'So This Is London”; 
loop run, 


second 


“Nancy’s Private Affair’ has been 


chosen for opening of Bainbridge 
Players (dramatic stock) at the 
Shubert, Aug. 31. It inaugurates 


the local legit season. 


Tom Burke, local exchange man- 
ager for U. A. for the past year, has 
resigned and is expected to join 
Publix in an executive capacity. His 
successor not yet named. 


Expansion, zoning and the fran- 
chise were discussed at a conference 
here of Allied States leaders. Those 
in attendance included Abram F. 
Myers, president; W. A. Steffes, 
Northwest unit general manager, 
and Aaron Saperstein of Chicago. 


PROVIDENCE 


Loew's State—“Our Blushing Brides." 
Carlton—Dark. 

Majestic—‘“‘Bright Lights.” 
Paramount—‘‘For the Defense.” 
R-K-O Victory—“Beau Bandit.” 
R-K-O Albee—“Holiday.”’ 
Fay’s—Vaudfilm, 

Rialto—2nd run. 


For the first time in many years 


this town has only one house play- 
ing vaude. At one time Providence 
1ad four vaudeville houses on the | 
main stem, tecent cutting of vaude 
at R-K-O Albee left Fay’s the only | 
house in that field. 


The old Empire, home of burlesque 
in this town for more than 10 years, 
dark for months, reopens Labor Day 
as straight picture house. Theatre 
will be called Bijou and will play 
second run talking pictures. 


DETROIT 


By LEE ELMAN 
Sap from Syracuse.’ 
Fox—"“Common Clay.” 
Fisher—‘‘Shooting Straight.” 

United Artists—‘‘Raffles’’ (3d week). 
Paramount—“Manslaughter.” 
State—‘'The Storm.’ 
Madison—-"‘Dawn Patrol” (2d week). 


Walter Immerman left for Chicago 
to assume new duties there as Pub- 
lix district chief, Nate Platt here 
to take his place. 


R-K-O Downtown, former Orien- 
tal, reopens Aug. 16 as all-sound 
house, 


ae ganized a tab show. Aug. 28. 

indi- 

pason Guy Beach has returned to La| , Hazel Cass rep company closes 

r; I ill Aug. 22 in Wisconsin. Stanley Da- 
vis, now with the Cass Players, will 
ason. S.rep Aug. 0. organize his own rep company for 

, cite Iowa, 

With the Ringling show in town, 
ssion the John Davenport Tent, local unit} John Winninger will open a rep 

res- of the Circus Fans, threw a party |company in Wausau, Wis. on Aug. 

P 4 for fans and performers at the/39 frank Winninger, now op- 

a ritzy Cliff-Dwellers’ club on the roof | erating town’s stock, is back in the 

being of Orchestra hall. east after three weeks in the hos- 

| that ———- pital. 

ghter Latest personnel changes by Pub- 
lix-Great States are as follows: A. 

s felt M. Roy to city manager, Gary, Ind., PITTSBURGH 

y the succeeding H. C. Sullivan, who be- 

ring comes c. m. at Marion, Ind.; S. 8S. By HAROLD W. COHEN 

P Holland to manager, the new Par- Penn—‘‘Raffles’’: stage show. 

n the amount, Hammond; Carroll Coffel Stanley—"‘Bright Lights”; stage show. 
from assistant manager to city| <Aldine—"Man Troupe Child” (2d 
manager, Crawfordsville. week); stage show. 

Foster Norton to city manager, Pitt-—‘Unguarded Girls” (2d week). 
tanch, Kokomo, Ind.; William Exton to Enright—“Matrimonial Bed’; stage 
same manager, the Rivoli, and city man- | Show. 

rnum ager, Muncie; W. E. Bail from city| Sheridan Sa 

rs. manager, Marion, to assistant man- 
ager of the Hammond Paramount; “Post-Gazette,” sponsoring minia- 

sa P. S. White from the State to man-|ture golf tournament, awarding two 
ager, the Riviera, Anderson, Ind. automobiles to winners of men and 

a women’s divisions. Entries qualify 
One more week added to the!/on course nearest their home and 
vaude time booked out of the Mor-|then get together on a selected lay- 
ris office here by Billy Diamond,|out for match play to determine 
Lloyd's theatre, Menominie, Mich. | champions. 
hree-act policy Sept. 4, and Majes- 
tic, La Crosse, Wis, five acts, Sept. 6.] George Sharp stock company re- 

Pub- a opens at Pitt on Labor Day. 

Publix-B. & K. broke ground last 

week for a new house at Devon and Academy, burlesque, reopens Aug. 

ning Western, west side. House is to be 30. Permanent chorus, as per new 

‘ted stageless for straight picture policy, Mutual scheme, now being selected 
ace and will contain special acoustical | ana placed in rehearsal. 

bilee treatment. 

| the Building for the southside house Show Boat, river nite club raided | 

, the at 634 and Halsted will start within several months ago by prohibition 
— agents, reopens in two weeks under 

management of Lou Bolton. 

rE K - Stanley has Eddie Cantor In per 

&e K, R-K-O WOODS son for week beginning Thursday 

tube “R bP] | (14), with Joe E. Brown and Ann 

inest AIN OR SHINE | Pennington to follow in the flesh. 
. | Penn, opposish, gets Cantor’s 
with JOE COOK “Whoopee” in few weeks. 
nd Louise Fazenda, Joan Peers, ee: 
Abe Wm. Collier, Jr., and Tom Howard More than 200 persons escaped 
tled. into the street when fire broke out 
con- 

HOTEL LORRAINE 

are 

ing. SINGLE ROOM. BATH, $2.00 UP 

DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
tack DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS, President 
the 
IN CHICAGO 

Fox T 

On Randolph Street . 
blix. Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
Ree | A Good Place to Eat and Meet | 


inight policy. 


Embassy now playing “Ingagi.” 
Third time this freak film has been 
here, Making money each time 
Price scale now 35c with open-all- 


next week be dramatized; that such 
home-and-hearth interrogative fic- 
tion as “Did I Sin?” is a feature 
story in the current issue; that a 
Cornell University prof, has sold his 
scholastic dignity at so much a word 
as a “True Story” contributor, etc. 

“True Story” is a pioneer in radio 
exploitation and has proved to it- 
self its value seemingly by recently 
renewing with the Columbia system 
for another year. 

Thursday night Rudy Vallee’s 
Fleischmann hour was picked up by 
remote control from where Vallee 
was barnstorming on a dance tour. 
Friday night. Will Osborne, the CBS’ 
crooner, did ditto from Philly where 
he played at the Mastbaum, 

After the local stations go off, 
WLW penetrates into the New York 
belt (which is after 1 a. m.), and 
Jan Garber from the Gibson Hotel, 
Cincy, roof, was _ heard. Eddie 
Mansfield and Virginia Lee with 
novelty stuff were faintly caught 
thereafter but suggest a genuine 
ether novelty with their stuff. 


Aping 
The radio cycle proves itself 
nightly. If Henry Burbig clicks 


from WABC with Miltgross dialect, 
then every other station follows 
with a dialect comedian. Charles 
Buster Rothman from WMCA 
proved himself likeable, and, what's 
more, you can have his nonsense 
speeches for the asking. Which is 
one way to build up a mailing list. 
Something for nothing. 

Same goes for everything else in 
radio. The Vallee soft-style, croon- 
ing thing started something. Next 
came ‘the hill-billies. Again CBS 
and NBu are offering hill-billy fam- 
ilies, WABC has the Crockett 
Mountaineers while the Pickard 
family (from Chicago studios of 
NBC), are heard from WJZ. All 
are heavy on the mountain folk 
stuff, freak instruments like har- 
monicas, jew’s-harps, musical jugs, 
ete. 

Same goes for the astrologers. 
Let one of the radio mitt-readers 
collect a following, everybody else 
hops on the idea. 

New Ideas 

Proves something or other about 
radio being hungry for something 
different. There are bands and 
singers galore, all more or less alike, 
and all pleasing, but new ideas 
aren't so plentiful. 

Ann Leaf at 12:30 a.m. must keep 
lots of folks up just to fall asleep 
to the soothing strains of her “Noc- 
turne” organ recital via WABC. 
The station should clock a heavy 
fan mail for this console specialist 
who renders one of the most pleas- 
ing half hours on the air. 

It’s an effective not to say sooth- 
ing top-off to the hectic 30 minutes 
of Harlem jazzapation which Cal 
Calloway and his sizzling jazzists 
dish forth from the Cotton Club 
over the same station. Calloway 
is another Duke Ellington. To hear 
his cha-cha boys dispense a ballad 
is an amusing “kick” in itself, 

Lombardo’s Gesture 

Among the early dinner musical 
highlights, from directly opposite 
geographically situated roadhouses, 


are Guy Lombardo and Ted Fiorito, 
respectively at Long Island and 
Westchester roadhouses, Fiorito, 
like Lombardo, comes from out of 
the west and gives out some nifty 
music. 

Lombardo staged a neat tribute 
for Fred Knight, his regular an- 
nouncer, one evening earlier in the 
week by opehing with the Mendels- 


sohn wedding march in honor of 
Knight’s nuptials that evening. 
Knight incidentally rates the 


Floyd Gibbons of lightning band an- 
nouncers, pacing Lombardo for as 
many as 13 and 14 band numbers 
in a half hour, which is plenty 
tast. 

There is that type of announcer 
who chooses to grow poetic over a 


'song title, with ofttimes ludicrous 
results, as in the case of an imag- 
native and likewise somewhat 


dumb announcer who had a vague 


|idea that Agua Caliente is in Mexico 


and whose mental process always 
hooked up Mexico with some amor- 
ous senorita or some such similarly 
ballady song situation. Thus, 
“There’s a Wah-Wah Girl in Agua 
Caliente” became a “sentimental 
love song of old Mexico” in his pre- 
liminary spiel (not even knowing 
what “wah-wah” stood for) where- 
upon one of Walter Donaldson's 
snappiest tunes came forth, prob- 
ably to the great surprise of the 
announcer who, thereafter, seemed 
a bit more cautions in his bom- 
bastic phraseology. 

Co]. Charles A. Lindbergh had a 
gigantic world-wide hook-up for his 


15 minute talk on “International 
Aviation,” delivering it twice Fri- 
day, once in the early afternoon 


for the round-the-world short-wave 
length pick-up and again at 11 p. m. 
when the combined NBC, CBS and 
WOR networks ethercast his ad- 
dress. The Col. spoke in a well- 
modulated and simple manner, not 
especially brilliant or impressive but 
in keeping with the general aura 


ful composition. Lately he had 


SUSSMAN—IDA 


In loving memory of our dear 


who departed this life 
Aug. 13, 1925 
SUSSMAN CHILDREN 


mother, 


been Frank DeVoe’s piano accom- 
penist in vaude, 

A widow survives. 
children. 


They had no 


LESLIE A, BATES 
Leslie A. Bates, 53, picture char- 
acter actor, died Aug. 8 in Holly- 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF 


JIMMY STEIGER 


My Pal 


Frank DeVoe 


1930 


Avg. 


wood as result of an automobile 
collision. 


Thomas Jacob Bull, associated 
with the Metropolitan Opera house 
for 42 years, died Aug. 7 of cancer 
in St. Vincent Hospital Mr, Bull 
was superintendent of the first Mad- 
ison Square Garden and opened the 
New York Hippodrome for Thomp- 
son & Dundy. Survived by his 
widow, Grace Howells Bull, and one 
son, Amasa Cobb Bull, of Chicago. 


Sidney Brode, formerly a Broad- 
way box office treasurer and once 
manager of the Lyric, died Aug. 6 
in New York of a complication of 


In Loving Memory of 
My Husband 


JIMMY STEIGER 


Who Passed Away Aug. 5, 1930 
Mary Murray Steiger 


diseases, 
time. 


although ill but a short 
He was a kin of the Shu- 
berts. For the past five years Mr. 
Brode was in the multigraphing 
business. 

Julius Helburn, 81, the father of 
Theresa Helburn, executive director 
of the Theatre Guild, died at his 
summer home in Vermont Saturday. 


In 


fond 


JIMMY STEIGER 


remembrance of our friend 


who departed this life August 5, 1920 


Aileen Stanley 
Bob Buttenuth 


He had been ill but a short time. 
Survived by Miss Helburn and a 
son, Willard, of Cambridge, Mass. 


Major Joseph Graham, 49, Regina, 
manager of theatres at Revina 
Winnipe and other western Cana- 


dian cities, died recently. A wife 
and eight children survive. 
The mother of Vess Ossman 


banjoist, died s 
cisco, July 13. 

Mother Leo Donnelly died a 
her home in Philadelphia last week. 


1ddenly in San Fran- 


of 


modesty which he has built up 
around himself. Only a Lindbergh 
would have commanded all that at- 


ol 


tention of course so far as the 
actual ingredients of his speech 


were concerned. 
The Big Couplet 

Floyd Gibbons and Amos 'n’ Andy 
continue as a great couplet in se- 
quence on WJZ from 6:45 until 7:15. 
Gibbons of course has his rapid- 
fire address and changing events to 
lend him nuance. The A&A team 


is strictly an in-and-outer; funny 
at times; un-so as often. 
The golf bugs get a break after 


the dialecticians on the Conde Nast 
quarter hour exploiting the “Amer- 
ican Golfer,’ with Alex Morrison 
giving lessons in gawf. 

Phil Cook, the Quaker Oats ex- 
ploiter, is still a sprightly interlude 
and an excellent potentiality for 
personal stage appearances around 
the local R-K-O houses. 

WMCA each Sunday early after- 
noon holds the Rudolph 20chco con- 
cert ensemble with that concert 
violinist contributing in It's 
a pleasing half hour of string music. 
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HOLLYWOOD 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety’s” Office, 6282 Hollywood Boulevard, at Vine Street (Taft Bldg.) 


Phone Hollywood 6141 


Following assignments were made 
at the studios last week: 
Charles Judels featured comedy 


part “Fifty Million Frenchmen,” 
WB. : 

Martha Sleeper, “New Moon, 
Metro. 

Frank MeGlynn, “Derelicts, 
Metro. 

Peggy Coleman, Hermine Staub, 
technical staff of “War Nurse, 
Metro. 


Ivan Simpson, Tom Patricola and 
Almeda Towler, “Children of 
Dreams,” WE. 

Russell Powell, “Check and Dou- 
ble Check,” Radio. 

Georgie Stone, “Cimerron,” Radio. 

Russell Hopton, “Dark Star,” 
Metro 

William Bakewell, lead in “Dark 
Star,” Metro. 

Lewis Stone and Charles Bickford, 
“Passion Flower,” Metro. William 
C. De Mille directing. 

Margaret Livingstone, 
for Trouble,” Pathe. 

George Marion, Robert McWade, 
Alan Roscoe and Walter McGrail, 
“Losing Game,” Radio. 

Lucille Ward, “Illicit,” WB. 

Noel Francis, Sharon Lynn, Geo. 
“Red” Coreoran, Gus Howard, 
Althe Henly, Johnny Walker, Pat 
Somerset, Louise Mackintosh, Har- 
vey Clary, George McFarland and 
Wilbur Mack, “Up the River,” Fox. 

Complete cast of Spanish “We Li 
Chang” Wu”), Metro: Ernesto 
Vilches, Marcel Nivon, Angelito de 
Bernitez, Jose Viosia, Jose Crespo 
and Mrs. Sojin. Nick Grinde direct- 
ing; George Kann supervising. 

Joyzelle, “Just Imagine,” Fox. 

Ben Lyon, “Ex Mistress,” WB. 


Aileen St. John Brenon of Pathe’s 
New York publicity office is here for 
a three weeks’ vacation, giving the 
studios the look-around. 


“Looking 


Production on “Smilin’ Thru,” 
Norma Talmadge’s next for United 
Artists, has been set ahead from 
Sept. 15 to 21. 


Vine Street theatre went dark last 
week after three weeks of poor busi- 
ness with “Oh Judge,” musical pro- 
moted by Wilson and Strong, owners 
of the theatre and _ surrounding 
property. 


Mitchel Liesen, assistant to Cecil 
B. De Mille, is enroute to England 
to shoot atmospheric shots and ob- 
tain props for the British sequences 
of “Squaw Man” for Metro. 


“The Derelicts” is announced by 
Metro as the title for picturization 
of Lorna Moon's “Dark Star.” 

Jack Boyle (Boyle and Kramer) 
has teamed up with Jimmy Allman. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 

Sid Goldtree won his battle with 
the municipal authorities over 
classification of his Green Street 
theatre. City officials recently put 
him in Class C, which permits 
houses of this kind to give only 
three consecutive performances. 

Last week the building committee 
of the Board of Supervisors ap- 
proved an amendment whereby 
Class C houses having capacity of 
less than 400 and fixed scenery may 
give continuous performances. 


Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


= 


Goldtree is still playing “Hot ’n’ 
Vothered,” sizzly French farce. 


Mrs. Sarah Mayer, sister of David 
Eelasco, was seriously injured last 
week when she fell and fractured 
her right arm. Mrs. Mayer, past 
70, was removed to a hospital. 


Newest move in battle between 
Nasser Bros., owners of neighbor- 
hood houses, and theatrical unions 
here was attempt on part of attor- 
neys for Musicians’ Union last week 
to have injunction issued Nasser 
Bros. declared void. Union lawyers 
contend mailing of order constituted 
an “irregularity.” The injunction 
prohibited unions from boycotting 
Nasser theatres. 

Eugene W. Castle of Castle Films, 
New York, is in Mt. Zion hospital 
here after major operation. 


SAN DIEGO 


By LON JEROME SMITH 
Spreckels—‘‘Call of the West.” 


Savoy—‘'The Constant Wife’ (drama 
stock). 

Fox—‘‘The Big House” (F&M ‘Wild 
and Wooly” Idea). 

Fox California — ‘Our Blushing 
Brides.” 


Superba—‘“‘Raffles.” 
Orpheam—“‘Dixiana.” 
Cabrillo—‘‘Once a Gentleman.” 
Broadway—‘'Drums of Love.” 
Mission—‘‘High Society Blues.” 
Logan—‘‘Under a Texas Moon.” 
Aztee—‘“‘Playing Around.” 
Carteri—‘‘Hold Everything.” 

Fox North Park—‘‘True to the Navy.” 
Fox Egyptian—‘‘The Arizona 
Fox Fairmount—‘What a Man.” 


Betty Bronson has been signed 
for an early appearance here with 
the Savoy Players as guest star. 


Road shows tried some time ago 
at Balboa, former Fox house here, 
have been abandoned. House dark 
for months and nothing in sight. 


Opening of a new spa at Agua 
Caliente, with luxurious swimming 
pool and medicinal baths, is just 
another headache for local theatre 
managers. 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


Fox—‘“‘Sins of Children.” 
Orpheum—“Dixiana’’; vaude. 
Paramount — “Sap from Syracuse’’; 
stage show. 


5th Ave.—‘‘Romance”; stage show. 


Coliseum—‘“‘Caught Short’’ (2d week). 
Met—‘“‘Romantic Night.” 

Blue Mouse—‘‘Oh Sailor.” 

Music Box—‘‘Faces East” (2d week). 


Liberty —*‘Cuckoos.” 


June Clyde came back in triumph 
last week as queen of Northwest 
Products Exposition. Radio’s ac- 
tress brought up at expense of 
Chamber of Commerce. Formerly 
here with Will King shows. Then 
with Fanchon & Marco and now in 
pictures. rreat welcome given her 
by mayors and admirals, Good 
break for Orpheum. 


Arthur Rogers here from N. Y. 
on p. a. staff of Publix as asst. to 
Bob Armstrong. 


Zach Freidman from New York 
Paramount to Seattle Paramount; 
house manager. 


Ellensburg Rodeo Sept. 4-6. Big- 
gest rodeo of the year in this state. 


OAKLAND, CAL. 


By WOOD SOANES 


Ww. C. Welch has been appointed 
Orpheum manager here vice Clem 
Pope, who resigned to go into the 


film advertising business with Al 
Graf. Welch has been in the 
t-K-O organization for three 


years, for the most part in Chicago, 
where he managed the State-Lake. 

“Forty-five Minutes from Broad- 
way” is being revived at the Fulton 
this week as the third of the Jane 


Fooshee plays, The fourth and last 


ORIGINAL 


‘Alwaye the Hit of the Show! 


Costumes of color, brilliancy and 
style that add just that necessary 


_kick! 


lor Rent, Sale 


or Manufactured to Your Designs 
For Prices 


HARRY BOURNE 


will be “The Family Upstairs,” after 
which Miss Fooshee returns to 
Hollywood, where she has had 
screen tests. 


George Ebey and Edward Ho- 
garty, lessees of the Fulton, are in 
Los Angeles lining up talent for the 
stock season. One or both will go 
to New York directly after plays. 


The Bondeson-Marshall-Carrillo 
management of the Dufwin con- 
tinues profitable. This week is 
“Gypsy Jim” with E, B. Landre, the 
champion tree-sitter, a twelve-year- 
old, as ane entr’acte’ specialty. 
“Kebec,” a new play, is to follow. 


The Broadway theatre reopens 
Saturday for second run pictures. 
It has been closed for four months, 
during which the office building in 
which it is housed has been re- 
built. Western Electric system in- 
stalled in theatre. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 


Buffalo—Let’s Go Native 
Century—‘‘Manslaughter” 
Hipp—‘‘Sweet Mama” 

Great Lakes—‘‘Common Clay” 
Hollywood — “Richest Man 
World.” 


in the 


Shea’s Roosevelt opened Saturday 
with William .Rosenow in charge. 
Current changes in the Shea neigh- 
borhood house organists include Jo- 
seph Raszaja from the Seneca to the 
Roosevelt, Bob Demming from Ken- 
sington to the Seneca, and Louis 
Weiser from the North Park to the 
Kensington. 


The upstate division of Fox Metro- 
politan _Theatres has moved its 
offices from Utica to Buffalo. Harry 
Goldberg in charge. 


Bidding for the Lafayette by the 
chains is reported cold. Shea-Pub- 
lix again reported interested but 
possibilities remote. 


A greyhound dog racetrack is to 
be built in Cheektowaga, according 
to announcement. District attorney 
and sheriff counter they will enjoin 
the optional system of wagering re- 
ported for the track. Likely con- 
struction will be withheld until the 
Long Island Supreme Court ruling 
on the legality of the same system 
now in force there. 


Definite reports now current that 
Shea-Publix is sold on the Elmwood, 
Ullman neighborhood theatre. If 
signed, this will make the 1ith 
house on the Shea-Publix string 
hereabouts. 


NEWARK 


By C. R. AUSTIN 


R-K-O Proctor’s—‘‘Lawful Larceny"; 
vaude. 

Loew's State—“Sins of the Children’’; 
vaude, 


Newark—"Let’s Go Native"; vaude. 
Branford—‘‘Top Speed’’; stage show. 
Mosque—“ Holiday.” 
Capitol—‘‘Journey's End." 


Frank LaFalce has become pub- 
licity director for Warners’ Wash- 


ington district. LaFalce has been 
popular here. He was formerly a 
critic on the “Ledger,” but was 


fired for refusing to retract an un- 
favorable opinion of a picture. He 
is succeeded here by Frank Seltzer, 
previously with Fox. 


The Branford commences Satur- 
day morning shows for children 
Aug. 16, with free ice cream. 


The five houses taken over from 
Bratter & Pollak by R-K-O opened 
Monday under latter’s management. 
They are all in Newark suburbs, 
and will be managed by Gilbert 
Josephson, Union City, under Divi- 
sional Manager Berry of Washing- 
ton, 


BANFF 


By R. COYSH 
Earle Lewis, treasurer of the 


Metroplitan opera company, spent 
a few days in the Rockies on his 
way east. 


Trail riders of the Canadian 
Rockies finished annual trail ride 
with pow wow at Marble Canyon. 
Three-day ride over mountains cov- 
ered new trails never traveled be- 


fore. A. Jacaquamine was camera- 
man for the Associated Screen 
News. 


Contestants for the Prince of 
Wales cup are arriving to look and 
play over the Banff golf course. 
Competition Aug. 18-28. 

William W. Kane, representative 
Brock Pemberton Productions, at 
i Banff. 


SARANAC LAKE 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 


Irving Bloom left okay; did the 
trick in eight months. He will re- 
sume tickling the ivories at an up- 
state resort. 


Doris Giltrap, a newcomer at the 
colony, former London Tiller girl, 
not much trouble; needs little rest. 


James’ A. Williams, who did the 
comeback here, is now at Sunapee 
Lake, in New Hampshire. 


Richy Craig, Jr., is back. Has 
cottage on lake. Between golf and 
cod liver oil he expects to put on 
weight. 


Christiana Keenan, Saranac alum- 
na, stopped off to ogle the new 
lodge. Now sorry she got well so 
soon. En route to Montreal. 


Eddie Diamond, 20 River street, 
formerly “Golden Dawn,” is taking 
the rest here, and is much on the 
improve. 


George Harmon — ‘Nurse, what's 
my temp.?” 

Nurse—‘‘102%4.” 

it gets to 103 
sell.” 


Tips from the I. A. T. S. E. boys: 
Harry Clark, doing extra well, up 
for meals....Tom Creamer, now 
here, light trouble, on exrecise, do- 
ing great....Valentine Kincaid, up 
for meals, okay....Mike McNamee, 
up one meal, first in over a year, 
looking wonderful....Tom Abbott, 
up for exercise, doing okay....Al 
Downing, unlimited exercise, ready 
for the big street soon....Vernon 
Lawrence, all up, just waiting for 
a new show-shop to open....Joe 
Reilly, up, downtown, and showing 
great improvement. 


Ford Raymond— “Say, doctor, 
will I know anything after I take 
this anaesthetic?” 

Dr. Mayer—‘More than you do 
now.” (Operation a success.) 


Nell Gordon now able to get up 


after operation. Looks none the 
worst, 


Dr. Mayer—“Mr. Shaffer, did you 
do as I told you in protecting your- 
self from microbes?” 
Ben Shaffer—‘“Yes, I boil all 
water.” 

Dr.—That's fine.. And then?” 
Ben—“Then I drink beer.” 


Write to those you know in Sara- 
nac, 


DENVER 


Denver—“The 
stage show. 
Tabor—‘‘The Fall Guy"; stage show. 
Rialto—‘‘Lummox." 

Aladdin—“Sweet Kitty Bellairs.”’ 
America—‘‘Rough Romance.” 
Elitch’s—‘‘Those We Love” 


Sap from Syracuse”; 


(Stock). 


Lou Goldberg, Publix publicity 
man, here to arrange opening of the 
Paramount, a $1,250,000 house, on 
Aug. 29. 


Elliene Hamilton, actress, who at- 
tempted suicide by drinking poison 
in Denver July 14, announced she 
will marry Daly Whitney, Los An- 
geles, for the thind time this fall. 
She was divorced from him the sec- 
ond time four years ago. 


Jack Gurtler, son of the producer, 
Arnold B. Gurtler, is appearing in 
“Those We Love,” at the Elitch this 
week, 


For the first time pictures have 
been taken of the sun dances of the 
Shoshone and Arapahoe Indian 
tribes on the Wind River reserva- 
tion in Wyoming by sound cameras. 


J. T. Sheffield, owner of the Shef- 
field Exchange System, with offices 
at Salt Lake City and Denver, has 
bought the Greater Features film 
exchanges at Seattle and Portland 
and will open another exchange at 
Butte, Mont., in a few weeks. 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 
Majestic—‘‘Not Damaged"; vaude. 
Palace—‘‘Manslaughter’’: stage show. 
Old Mill—‘“Man from Blankley’s.” 
Capitol— ‘Bold Caballero.” 
Melba—'‘‘Florodora Girl.” 

Bernie Cummins replacing Tal 
Henry at Peacock Terrace, Baker 
hotel. Dine and dance proposish, 


six bits per. Cummins probably g 
to be replaced by Ben Bernie jn fall, 


William Gillette booked with hig 
“Sherlock Holmes” for Dallas, No 
20. Other winter legit road shows 
include “Strange Interlude” “Strictly 
Dishonorable” and “Street Scene.” 


Blanchard McKee, 
Waco (Tex.) little theatre, goes t 
Memphis next year. Memphis go. 
cialites invited McKee on strength 
of his winning Texas tournament 
this year. 

McKee will install his theatre in- 
former home of Clarence Saunders 
chain store magnate. 


director of 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By GEO. R. WEINTRAUB 


Arthur Briliant, of local Warner 
office, transferred to Cleveland ex. 
ploitation staff. 


Belle Baker held over another 
week at Steel Pier. George Jesse] 
heads the bill next week with Sousa 
closing the season. 


Eddie Cantor in personal appear. 
ance at the Warner theatre this 
week as part of the silver anniver. 
sary celebration, doing four turns a 
daa’. 


Arthur Hammerstein’s new musi- 
cal, “Luana, opens at the Apollo 
next week. This is the made-over 
“Bird of Paradise.” Rudolf Frimli 
composed the score. Ruth Altman 
has the title role, with Robert Chis- 
holm, Joseph Macauley and Jans 
and Whalen in the cast. 


Globe reopened under Warner 
management, on daily grind at pop- 
ular prices for first time. 


Donald Meek, starred in “After 
Tomorrow,” held conference with 
Herman Shumlin here last week and 
now reported Meek may withdraw 
from the John Golden show to play 
lead in “Kreckelein,” Shumlin's 
newest. 


ASHEVILLE, N. C. 


Third edition of the ‘Watch Your 
Step” cabaret opened Monday atop 
the Grove Arcade building. Headed 
by Tom O’Connell and his Broad- 
way orchestra, the program Jists 
eight Gwen Nottage Blue Belle 
Girls, Anne Howard, Donna and 
Darrell, and Miss Myrtle Pratt 
Show under auspices of the Bilt- 
more hospital society fund. 


Mrs. Della M. Ringling, widow of 
one of the Ringling brothers, visit- 
ing here at the Battery Park hotel. 


A charter has been granted to the 
Statesville Theatre Corp of States- 
ville, N. C., to own and operate @ 
picture theatre. A. F. Sams, Jr. 
Winston-Salem, and J. B. Sams and 
Cc. B. Spencer, Statesville, are be- 
hind the project. 


BRONX, N. Y. C. 


Practically every one of the local 
outdoor pools and beach resorts con- 
ducting a bathing beauty contest. 
Not enough beauts to go around. 


Sex lecturer at the America the- 
atre began last week what was in- 
tended to be a three-week stay. One 
week enough—even too much. Both- 
ered by the echo. 

Chris Egan, manager of the R-K-0 
Fordham, around again after an 
automobile accident. His wife was 
with him at the time, so no explain- 
ing. 


Shubert-Riviera, until last season 
a subway circuit house, goes Yid- 
dish next month, when Nathan 
Goldberg installs a Yiddish troupe. 


Guervini & Co 
The Leading 
Largest 

AaCCORDEON 7 
FACTORY 
in the Uniteo State 
The only Factory 
that makes any 
of Reeds — made 
hand. 
277-279 Columbus 
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San Francisco Cal. 
Free Catalogues 


— 


20% DISCOUNT SALE 


& 


WE DO REPAIRING 


on All Leather Goods and Fitted Cases 
STRICTLY UNION MADE 


Professional Trunks 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
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SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. _ ||! 
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Franco-American Alliance 


(Continued from page 7) 


A fortnight ago a secret auto- 
motive conference in Brussels also 
dwelt on. the matter of opposition 
to the Continental imports of Amer- 
ican automobiles. 

Friday’s agreement between Delac 
and Dr. Plugge was covered by four 
paragraphs. 

No. 1 provides for the seemingly 
innocuous desirability of the Franco- 
German picture interests combining 
for “mutual support.” 

No. 2 provides that German talk- 
ers made in France by French or 
German producers can enter Ger- 
many, using the usual quota per- 
mits, but if the number of permits 
are insufficient, then special reserve 
permits will be issued by the gov- 
ernment, thus enabling and facil- 
itating free admittance. 

No. 3 says that French versions 
made in Germany by French or 
German producers can_ similarly 
enter France. 

Last paragraph provides for the 
expiration of this agreement in 
Juné, 1981. 

Both organizations are pledged 
also to obtain their respective gov- 
ernments’ ratification and neces- 
sary amendment of the quota laws 
to make this effective. 

As is hinted from German sources, 
the French conclusion must also be 
that France may be the scene of a 
quota law similar to that in Ger- 
many. 

This free interchange of French 
and German film product hints 
strongly at such a kontingent. 

Government Support 

Delac says he is positive of the 
French Government’s unequivocal 
support. 

This agreement does not mention 
French or German talkers made in 
England as there have been quite 
a few produced in Elstree this past 
winter, 

This lack of provision for Eng- 
land jeopardizes the possibilities of 
Fox producing French talkers 
through British Gaumont. Fox is 
already readying four German talk- 
ers in Berlin via their Atlantis Film 
subsidiary, 

So far as the Paramount’s French 
Studios are concerned, Delac states 
that since the Cinecontinental Stu- 
dios (Par-Kane) is technically and 
officially a French company, it is 
currently admitted to such benefits 


of the agreement unless the Ger- 
mans raise an objection, which 
Delac thinks not unlikely. Their 


attitude is that Paramount’s French 
Subsidiary is a mere camouflage. 
Warned Hays 

Delac says he warned Will Hays 
that Paramount constitutes unfair 
Competition, enjoying various ad- 
vantages over local producers, par- 
ticularly in the free use of se- 
quences made in America which 
are either synchronized or French- 
dialog dubbed locally. 

The Franco-German understand- 
ing doesn’t mention patents’ 
Situation wherein the German and 
American patents’ people had split 
up Europe between them territori- 
ally for wiring privileges. 

This move is frankly openly di- 


Sate against the American in- 
frests, making France and Ger- 
many virtually one nation, film- 
united, 

ti This anti-American discrimina- 
on } 


nas been an ever-growing prop- 
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osition on this side fn every line of 
business, a direct European antip- 
athy to America’s allegedly harsh 
post-war treatment. Long a dis- 
turbing influence, Europe now in 
its first stages of being self-sup- 
porting, considers itself fully justi- 
fied to retaliate as heavily as pos- 
sible. 
Secret Agreement 

This agreement is still being kept 
secret on this side—although the 
insiders in the French and German 
film industry are aware of it—be- 
cause it is not yet ratified by the 
respective governments. 

For the main, however, the Amer- 
ican distributors on this side are 
thoroughly unsuspecting. 


PRESS STUNTS 


(Continued from page 17) 


to. ride with Capt. W. G. Moore 
when he attempts to break the 
world’s altitude record. 

If the Capt. does break the record, 
and if there is enough publicity for 
the woman, she may get a booking 
with a Fanchon & Marco unit. 


Detroit. 
Fox Detroit theatre donated a 
silver trophy as one of the prizes 
at the Firemen’s Field day here. 
Trophy cost about $100, about the 
same amount of small ad in the 
souvenir program would have cost. 


Atlanta. 

Eddie Beck, Publix publicity di- 
rector, made the front page of the 
sedate “Journal,” by taking a pratt 
fall from a fire truck in front of 
the “Journal” building. Eddie was 
framing a photo of some girls on 
the tryck when he lost his footing 
and fell. He got a wrenched back 
and a good front page break. 

The ballyhoo was for a Sunday 
midnight show in which the Atlanta 
police department was to share in 
the proceeds, 


Asbury Park. 

Music hath charms, provided 
Paramount and Warners do not 
both waft it shoreward from same 
spot. Latest stunt is for skiffs bear- 
ing signs advertising current pro- 
ductions to sail up and down shore 
broadcasting music. 

All right until Paramount boat, 
parading the Marx brothers south- 
ward, and Warner Brothers craft, 
praising ‘Raffles,’ northward, pass 
with great discord. 


New York. 

Staging a public marriage at 
Loew’s Grand, sronx, Aug. 25, 
Loew’s promoted the Bronx Cham- 
ber of Commerce into sponsoring 
the event. This is said to be the 
first time a civic organization con- 
sented to indorse a stunt of this 
kind. Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
sent out letters all over the borough 
asking the support and attendance 
of the populace. 


(Continued from page 17) 
mer., replacing Rudolph St. Antony, 
now mer. of local Cranada, a Publix 


uptown theatre. 
Ernest Phillips, from Fargo, N. D., 


succeeds Sonberg at Grand. Robert 
Nippert, from local Rialto, replaces 
Phillips at Fargo. Russell Murphy 
goes from the Granada here to 


Rialto, another local Publix uptown- 
er. Walter Van Camp, asst. at Cen- 
tury here, goes to Publix managers’ 
school in New York. 
Glens Falls, N. Y. 

John A. Hutcheon, former man- 
ager of the Rialto, Empire and Park 
theatres in this city, has taken a 
five-year lease on the Empire. The 
theatre will reopen Labor Day with 
vaudfilm. 


Fort Wayne. 
E. D. Yarbrough, manager of the 
R-K-O Palace, has been transferred 
to Cincinnati under J. L. McCurdy. 
Three local houses continue un- 
der general managership of L. &. 
Brown. 


Albany, N. Y. 

Dewey Teale, picture operator, 
was overcome by smoke and burned 
about the hands last week when 
he attempted to extinguish a fire in 
the booth of the Valatie theatre at 
Valatie, near here. The audience 
was compelled to leave because of 


the dense smoke. Damage by fire 
slight. 

House is owned by Harry C. Mc- 
Namara. 


! 
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(Continued from page 56) 


ciety. They recently visited New- 
port, mingling with the smart set at 
the Casino and the Country Club. 
Later they stopped with Thomas L. 
Chadbourne at his Southampton 
estate, and went cruising on his 
yacht. 

Chadbourne is one of the largest 
owners of traction stock. His sec- 
ond wife was a cousin of Maxine 
Elliott. His third wife was a daugh- 
ter of the late Dr. H. Holbrook 
Curtis, throat specialist. 


Apartment Renters 


Jesse Lasky has rented his apart- 
ment, occupying two floors at 993 
Fifth avenue, to J. Robert Rubin, of 
Metro. Ursula Parrott, author of 
the novel, “Ex-Wife,” has rented a 
studio apartment at 1 University 
place. Benjamin F. Roeder, Jr., has 
rented an apartment at 315 East 
68th street. Modest Stein, magazine 
cover artist, has leased an apart- 
ment at 44 Gramercy Park. 


On certain days Mrs. Vanderbilt 
Church opens her miniature golf 
course adjoining her Newport es- 
tate, Dudley Place, to the public. 
So far there has been little or no 
response. Newport takes more in- 
terest in the handsome cowboy Mrs. 
Church imported from California to 
take charge of her stables, as he 
wears a sombrero. 


Louis Bromfield, the Social Reg- 
ister novelist and scenario writer, 
under contract to Samuel Goldwyn, 
is married to Mary Wood, sister of 
Chalmers Wood, a governor of the 
N. Y. Stock Exchange. Chalmers 
was divorced by Katherine Turn- 
bull, now known as Mrs. Turnbull 
Wood. He then married Ruby Ross, 
who divorced Wallace Goodnow. As 
Ruby Ross Goodnow she became 
an authority on interior decoration 
and created the “Little House” at 


Wanamaker’s. 


Last week President Hoover ap- 
pointed Major Gen. Douglas Mac- 
Arthur, at present commander of 
the Philippine Department, to suc- 
ceed Gen. Charles P. Summerall as 
chief of staff of the U. S. Army, 
with full rank of general. MacArthur 
was divorced by Louise Cromwell, 
who previously divorced Walter B. 
Brooks, Jr., and finally married 
Lionel Atwill, actor. 

She is a daughter cf the rich and 
fashionable Mrs. Edward T, Stotes- 
bury. 


Vincent Serrano, actor, is always 
in evidence during the racing at 
Saratoga. For years he has been 
in the set of Mrs. R. T. Wilson, rich 
and fashionable dowager. His sis- 
ter, Mariquita, is in the Social Reg- 
ister as the wife of Harold G. Vil- 
lard, and mother of Vincent Serrano 
Villard. 


Col. R. H. Williams, Jr., former 
president of the Turf and Field 
Club, is occupying the Saratoga 
cottage of Mrs. R. Amcotts Wilson. 
Mrs. Wilson and her husband are 
summering in Scotland. She was 
Marjorie Seely and was in Charles 
Dillingham’s chorus before marry- 
Blossom, 


ing the late Henry M. 
librettist. Later she became the 
widow of E. Clarence Jones, and 


inherited millions. 
Jones had previously been atten- 
tive to Leonore Harris, actress. 
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VARIETY BILLS 
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PORTLAND, ORE. 
Broadway (14) 
“Cadets” 
Born & Lawrence 
Milee Sis 
Rognan & Trigger 
Mabel & Marcia 
Johnny Dunn 
SAN DIEGO, CAL. 
Fox (14) 
“Busy Bee’ 
Cooper & Orren 
Paul Howard 
Phil Arnold 
Sunkist Beauties 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (15) 
“Green Devil” 
Peg Leg Bates 
Miles & Kover 
Bobby Gilbert 
Harvey Karels 
Rita Lane 
SAN JOSE 
California (17-20) 
“Gems & Jams” 
J & J McKenna 
Will Cowan 
Nee Wong 
Maxine Evelyn 
Jim Penman 
Franklin & Astell 
SALEM, ORE. 
Elsinore (16-17) 
“In Blue” 
Renoff & Renova 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Bob Brandies 
Webster & Marino 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
5th Ave, (14) 
“Country Club” 
Leonora Cori 
Masters & Grayce 
Ray Samuels 
Louise & Mitchell 
SPRINGE’LD, MAS. 
Palace (16) 
“Gyp Gyp Gypsy” 


Internat Comed'ns 
F Evers & Greta 
Jeanne Alexandrea 
George Prize 
Jack Viaskin 
Ruth Leavitt 
ST. LOUIS, 
Fox (15) 
“Rose Garden” 
Red Donahue, 
Harold Stanton 
Ha!l & Essley 
3 Jacks & 1 Queen 
Helen Petch 


MO. 


Uno 


Belles 
Eddie Hill 
Eva Thornton 
Dunbar Bell Ring's 
Tommy Harris 
Frances, T & Byron 
Loretta 
WASH’GTON, D.C. 
Fox (15) 
“Trees” 
Terrell & Henley 
Naynon’s Birds 
Reicard & Levine 
Mavis & Ted 
Fawcett & Thurston 
Esther Campbell 
Alice Heller 
WORC’STER, MAS. 
Palace (16) 
“Miniature” 
Singer's Midgets 
(Others to fill) 
YAKIMA, WASH. 
Capitol (16-17) 
“Seeing Double” 
Stroud Twins 
Elca Twins 
Miller, Clute, Falla, 
Nolay, Holly, 
Maltby, St Johns 
$ Parker 2 


PROVINCIAL 


BIRMINGHAM 


Empire 
Vaudeville Voyage 
Grand 

“Pontoon” 

Royal 
“Open Your Eyes’”’ 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand 

“Desert Song’ 


Opera House 
“Rev de la Folie P” 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
“Alive & Kicking”’ 
EDINBURGH 
Empire 

Nervo & Knox 
Jean Kennedy 
The Daros 
Andy & Irving 
Tom Fagan 


| Brownie 


Ww 

GLASGOW 

Alhambra 
Eddie Mayo 


Lily Morris 
George Gee 
Bankoff & Cannon 
Claude Gardner 
Dorray Sis & Hilda 
Wolthings 3 
Hicken & Rose 
HANLEY 
Grand 


D Somers’ Co 


HULL 
Palace 
Happy Days 
LEEDS 
Empire 
Karno's Krazy K's 
Freddie Forbes 
Beate Bradna 
Mid-Air Girls 
Collison & Dean 
Valerio Bros 
Rob Cimse & Co 
Royal 
Closed 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire 


“Let Us Be Gay” 
MANCHESTER 
Palace 

Follow A Star 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
“Chefalo’s R Show” 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Why Go To Paris 

Royal 
Business Marriage’ 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire 
“Making Whoople”’ 
SOUTHAMPTON 


Empire 


“Lilac Time’ 
SOUTHSEA 

King’s 
“Silver Wings” 


LONDON 
Week of August 11 


FINSBURY PK, 
Empire 
Horace Goldin 
Payne & Hilliard 
Claude Dampier 
Juggling Demons 
Reso & Reto 
Raimonda 
LONDON 
Hippodrome 
“Sons of Guns’ 
NEW CKOSS 
Empire 
“Fine Feathers” 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Mahala 


Bisl & Remo 
George Betton 
4 Bennos 
Whaley & Ferguson 
Terina 
Silver Singers 
C Austin & Co 
VICTORIA 
Palace 
Gracie Fields 
Archie Pitt 
Tomrmry Fields 
Fred Culpitt 
Laurel Bros 
Mills & Bobbie 
Jaquello G's & 
Auntie 


Elsi 


Maloy in Boston 


Jack Maloy has moved from the 


N. Y. to the B« 


ton “American.” 


Cityediting the beanshop sheet. 


IRVING HOTEL 


Newly Furnished 917 Walnut S8t., 


PHILADELPHIA 


100 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
Weokly—Single, $9; Double, $12; Three, $15. 
With Bath—Single, $12; Double, $16; 
Four, $22 
This Rate for Performers Only 
DAVID ROSEN, Prop, Phone Kingsley 0580 


THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Medallion 8587 


Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 

$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


-LITERATI 


(Continued from page 64) 


ing a young army of free lance 
fan chatter writers, each claiming to 
have assignments from a score or 


more of new publications, making 
their maiden appearances in the 
fall. 


Annual rush of proposed fan pub- 
lications has never been so great as 


it is this year. And these new 
writers seeking assistance from 
studio publicity offices must be 


given more attention than the ex- 
perienced writers from established 
publications, as there is no way of 
telling what a new magazine might 
develop into. 

As a reminder of that, there are 
the Woolworth magazines, 


Caroline Kirkland Dies 
Caroline Kirkland, 65, who, un- 
der the pen name of “Madame X” 
wrote intimate stories of society for 
the Chicago “Tribune” for 21 years, 
died in Chicago Aug. 10. 
Real Names of Authors 
Phyllis Bottome, “Tatter’d Lov- 
ing,” is Mrs. Ernan Forbes-Dennis; 
Elsie Singmaster, “What Everybody 
Wanted,” is Mrs. Harold Lewars; 
Carolyn Wells, “Sleeping Dogs,” is 
Mrs. Hadwin Houghton. 


Edna Ferber’s Peeve 

Edna Ferber is reported nursing 
a private over the unique 
situation that has overtaken 
her latest novel, “Cimarron.” 

Advance sales ran to 90,000 copies. 
Immediately the book was released 
the sales started to evaporate, with 
but 5,000 copies sold after the tome’s 
appearance, 

New habit of the reading public 
of paying a renting library 10 cents 
instead of buying the volume for 
$2.50 ts the reported explanation. 

Drastic drops in novel sales even 
by name authors is a fairly general 
phenomenon of late. 


peeve 


sales 


Jimmy Starr, of the Los Angeles 
“Record,” has been appointed west- 
ern representative for “Silver 
Screen,” the new 10c. fan publica- 
tion about to be isued by Screen- 
land Publishing Co. 

Kathlyn Hayden is in Hollywood 
from London, to write about pic- 
tures for the London “Daily Here 
ald,” Amalgamated Press and “Sune 


day People.” 


was in the coiony 


on a similar 


mission two years ago. 
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VA RIETY Wednesday, August 13, 1039 


And 


FIVE ways spelling— 


JERRY CARGILL 
STANLEY RAYBURN 
NED DOBSON 
HERMAN CITRON 
GEORGE LEVY 


q, Growing—but still small enough | 
that each Artist is individually z 
“SOLD” —not merely “offered” 


JERRY CARGILL 
ATTRACTIONS 


Managing Artists in All Fields of 
Theatrical Endeavor 


NEW YORK 


1560 BROADWAY 
| BRYANT 0554'S 
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